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DEAR    MADAM, 

T)ERMIT  me  to  pay  ray  devo- 
-*-  tions  to  you,  as  the  ancients 
did  to  their  threefold  Diana ;  and  to 
reverence  you  in  three  diftindt  cha- 
racters ;  as  a  Poet,  as  a  Phijofopher, 
and  as  an  Old  Maid. 


Although  the  latter  name  may,  in 

vulgar  eftimation,  be  held  inferior  to 

the  two  preceding,  allow  me  to  fayf 
Vol.  I.  a  it 
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vi  DEDICATION, 
it  is  the  dignity  with  which  you  fup- 
port  the  laft  of  thefe  titles,  that 
has  chiefly  made  me  wifh  you  to  ap- 
pear  as  the  Protedfcrefs  of  the  little 
volumes,  which  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour to  lay  before  you*  * 

Your  virtues  and  your  talents  in- 
duce me  to  confider  you  as  the  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  chafte  Community,  whofe 
intereft  I  have  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote in  the  following  performance. 

If  you  happily  think  that  my  work 
may  anfwer  my  defign,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  you  will  gratefully  receive  it 
under  your  honourable  Patronage.— If 
you  find,  that,  like  other  philofophi- 
cal  projectors,  I  have  more  benevo- 
lence than  power,  I  am  ftill  con- 
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DEDICATION.  vii 
vinced  that  the  gentle  Author  of  the 
beautiful  Ode  to  Wifdom,  the  faith- 
ful and  accomplished  Tranflator  of  the 
moral  Epiftetus,  will  do  ample  juftice 
to  my  good  intention,  and  accept  with 
polite  good-humour  this  fincere  ho- 
mage, from 

Her  zealous  Admirer, 

and  devoted  humble  Servant, 


The    AUTHOR. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

IN  proportion  as  enlightened  benevo- 
lence and  true  philofophy  gain  credit 
in  the  world,  it  becomes  the  endeavour  of 
thofe  who  write,  to  make  their  pen  an  in- 
fbrument  of  effential  fervice  to  human  na- 
ture. 

Many  an  afpiring  moralift,  embracing 
the  whole  circle  of  rational  creation,  de- 
lights himfelf  with  the  projeft  of  confer- 
ring an  important  benefit  on  mankind  in 
general  j  and  fome>  confining  their  ambition 
to  a  narrower  province,  content  themfelves 
with  /electing,  for  the  objedts  of  their  atten- 
tion, a  fingle  clafs  of  mortals,  expofed  by 
their  fituation  to  particular  failings,  or  op- 
prefled  by  peculiar  and  unmerited  afflic- 
tions. A  celebrated  philofopher  of  France  * 

•  Mr.  d' Member* 

has 
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has  written  a  benevolent  and  admirable 
cffay  on  thofe  unfortunate  beings  called 
Authors ;  and  a  contemplative,  indefatigable 
philanthropift  of  our  own  country*  has, 
with  equal  gopdnefs  and  propriety,  produced 
a  treatife  on  Chimney-fweepers.     Dijftmi- 
lar  as  the  refpe&ive  evils  of  thefe  different 
fufferers  may  be  thought,  we  may  findi  oil 
examination,  *  very  (hiking  refemblancc 
between  them,  both  in  the  fervices  they 
perform,  and  the  hardfhips  they  endure.  It 
is  the  bufinefs  of  an  Author,  if  he  under- 
ftands  his  profeflion,  to  fweep  away  thofe 
black  and  bitter  particles,  which  form  a 
lodgment  on  the  brain,  and  to  give  that  de- 
gree of  cleanlinefs  and  comfort  to  the  peri- 
cranium of  his  reader,  which  the  brufli  of 
the  Chimney-fweeper  fecures  to  the  houfe  of 
his  employer.     The  rewards,  which  ate 
ufually  given  to  thefe  fellow-labourers  in 
die  fervice  of  mankind,  are  equally  defti- 

•  The  amiable  traveller  Jonas  Hanway,  Efq;  whofe 
pen  has  been  afliduoufly  employed,  for  half  a  century, 
in  the  fervice  of  humanity. 

tute 
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tute  of  proportion  to  the  benefit  which  the 
world  receives  from  their  toil.  The  fact 
of  both  is  bitter :  but  the  bitternefs  of  lock 
itfelf  may  be  confidered  as  fweet,  wheat  ' 
compared  to  thofe  troubles  and  mortifica- 
tions -which  furround  the  unfortunate  crea- 
ture, who  derives  his  poor  and  precarious 
fupport  from  the  labours  of  his  pen.  Much 
credit  is  therefore  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
humane  efiayifts  of  France  and  England, 
who  have  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the  bur- 
thens which  prefs  fo  heavily  on  thefe  two 
affliftcd  clafles  of  mankind :  yet  I  flatter 
myfelf  with  the  idea  of  furpaffing  both  the 
French  and  Englifli  philanthropift,  by  di- 
reding  my  lucubrations  to  an  order  of  be- 
ings, whom  I  think  ftill  more  entitled  to 
the  regard  and  protection  of  an  enterprifuig 
philofopher :  I  mean  the  lifterhood  of  Old 
Maids ;  a  (ifterhood  which  has,  perhaps,  as 
many  unmerited  hardihips  to  fupport  as  the 
two  fuffering  fraternities  above-mentioned, 
and  without  the  foothing  confolation,  which 
thofe  fraternities  poflefs  in  common,  from 
J  ■  the 
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the  idea,  that  however  ill  rewarded  they 
may  be,  they  perform  a  very  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceflary  part  in  the  motley  fcenes  of  human 
life. 

I  devote  myfelf,  with  a  new  fpecies  of 
Quixotifm,  to  the  fervice  of  Ancient  Virgi-' 
nity.  It  is  my  intention,  in  the  following 
work,  to  redrefs  all  the  wrongs  of  the  au- 
tumnal maiden,  and  to  place  her,  if  poflible, 
in  a  ftate  of  honour,  content,  and  comfort.— 
I  fhall  begin  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  ex- 
treme cruelty  and  injuftice  of  the  farcaftic 
contempt  fo  frequently  lavifhed  on  Old 
Maids  in  general,  and  of  the  tendency  which 
fuch  treatment  has  to  affiift,  exafperate,  and 
debafe  the  charafter.  I  (hall  proceed  to  point 
out  the  particular  failings  to  which  the  fi- 
tuation  is  peculiarly  expofed;  and  after- 
wards dwell  on  the  better  qualities  which  it 
is  calculated  to  promote.  I  fhall  then  take 
a  general  furvey  of  the  various  negledt  and 
honour,  which  appears  to  have  been  the  lot 
of  Old  Maids  in  different  ages  of  the 
world;  and,  examining  the  prefent  condition 

a  of 
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of  the  fifterhood,  I  ftiall  conclude  with  to- , 
pics  of  confolation  and  advice. 

Having  thus  explained  the  plan  of  my 
Effay,  let  me  profefs  to  the  Ancient  Virgins, 
whofe  champion  I  declare  myfelf,  that  I 
lhall  zealoufly  endeavour  to  afford  them 
both  amufement  and  inftru&ion. 

1  hope  to  fteer 
From  grave  to  gay3  from  lively  tojevere : 

and,  if  my  powers  prove  equal  to  my 
wiflies,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  my  benevolent 
production  will  grow  fuch  a  favourite  with 
them,  as  to  be  diftinguifhed,  in  due  time, 
by  the  more  flattering  appellation  of  The 
Old  Maiden's  Manual* 

As  the  efficacy  of  advice  is  generally  pro- 
portioned to  the  efteem  entertained  for  its 
author,  let  me  be  fuffered,  without  an  im- 
putation of  vanity,  to  touch  on  my  own 
difinterefted  conduft  in  writing  this  Eflay. 
Were  I  to  employ  the  fame  time  and  trou- 
ble in  behalf  of  other  fiifFering  focieties, 
namely,  that  of  our  difgraced  commanders 

or 
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or  difcarded  ftatefinen,  I  might  (paradoxical 
as  the  affertion  may  appear)  I   certainly 
might  acquire  either  place  or  penfion  by 
fuch  labour ;  fince  it  feems  to  be  a  maxim 
of  ftate  to  replace  fuch  public  fervants  as 
are  peculiarly  loaded  with  public  detefta- 
tion,  and  the  deeper  a  difbanded  politician 
may  fink  in  infamy,  the  higher  he  will  be 
found  to  rife  in  his  chances  of  regaining 
power.     But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  can  have 
no  fuch  profpedt  to  ftimulate  my  pen  j  for, 
though  the  perfons  for  whom  I  write  can- 
not be  faid  to  poffefs  the  favour  of  the  pub- 
lic, yet  I  folemnly  proteft,  I  have  no  expec- 
tation that  any  one  of  them  will  be  admitted 
into  the  cabinet  of  any  potentate  or  prime 
minifter  in  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  or 
obtain  any  influence  in  the  United  States 
of  Arperica. 

A  word  on  my  tide-page,  and  I  fhall 
clofe  my  Introduftion. — I  was  at  firft  afraid, 
that;  the  name  of  An  EJfay  on  Old  Maids 
might  entrap  fome  indelicate  reader,  by  its 
fimiiarity  to  the  title  of  a  work,  which 

threw 
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threw  our  whole  nation  into  a  ferment, 
when  a  private  indecorum  was  made  an  in- 
ftrument  of  public  iniquity.  But  I  have 
fince  reflected,  that  if  any  fuch  reader  is  fo 
deceived,  b$  (for  readers  of  that  clafs  muft 
be  undoubtedly  mafculine)  he  will  be  very 
properly  punifhed  for  the  vicioufhefs  of  his 
expedition,  by  the  lofs  of  the  little  money 
which  thefe  pages  will  coft.  Difappointed 
he  will  certainly  be,  as  it  is  the  fole  purpofc 
of  this  Effay  to  promote  the  circulation  of 
good -will  and  good -humour  in  bodies 
where  they  are  frequently  fuppofed  to  ftag- 
nates  and  to  cffedt  this  falutary  and  laudable 
defign,  fometimes  with  a  very  ferious,  and 
fometimes  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  but 
never  by  ovcrftepping  the  line  of  modefty 
and  good  manners. 
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PART    I. 

ON    THE    PARTICULAR    FAILINGS    OF    OLD 
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C  H  A  P.    I. 

* 

On  the  Situation  and  Treatment  of  Ola  Maids 

in  general. 

I  WISHED  to  imitate  the  example  of 
thofe  philofophers  who  begin  a  new  and 
elaborate  work  by  the  definition  of  fome  im- 
portant term,  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the 
petty  cavils  which  fo  frequendy  arife  from 
ambiguity  and  mifunderftanding. — I  was 
apprehenfive  of  being  expofed  to  fuch  cavils, 
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if  I  did  hot  clearly  afeertain  the  period  when 
that  ftate  commences,  which  I  have  chofen 
for  the  fubjeft  of  a  moral  effay  5  and  from 
this  apprehenfion,  I  was  on  the  point  of  de- 
fining an  Old  Maid  to  be,  an  unmarried  wo- 
man, who  has  compleated  her  fortieth  year. 
Though  idle  witlings  might  have  carped  at 
my  definition,  as  too  loofe  to  be  ftri&ly  phi- 
lofophical,  I  am  convinced  that  every  fober 
reader  would  have  found  it  fufficiently  pre- 
cifc  for  ourprefent  purpofe. 

But,  alas,  I  am  afraid  that  every  benevo- 
lent perfon,  who  begins  a  work  to  befriend 
any  part  of  his  fpecies,  muft  be  furprifed, 
as  he  advances,  with  unexpe&ed  difficulties. 
At  the  very  outfet  of  my  prefent  labour,  I 
have  been  harraffed  by  fo  unforefeen  and  fo 
diftrefling  a  perplexity,  that  I  think  it  expe- 
dient, for  my  own  credit,  to  give  a  candid 
account  of  it  to  my  readers.  This  per- 
plexity arofe  from  my  defire  to  fix,  in  the 
moft  unexceptionable  manner,  the  sera  of 
Old-Maidifm  -,  a  phrafc  which  I  ufe,  indeed, 
without  authority :  but,  as  I  write  on  a  new 

branch 
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branch  of  philofophy,  let  me  vindicate  the 
philofophical  privilege  of  coining  fuch  new 
words  as  my  original  work  may  require, — I 
proceed  to  the  account  of  my  diftrefs.     In 
converting  with  people  of  all  ages,  particu- 
larly of  the  female  fex,  I  perceived  they 
had  very  unfettled  and  difcordant  notions 
of  the  aera,  which  I  hoped  they  would  ena- 
ble me  to  afcertain.     The  mifles  of  twenty 
confidered  all  their  unmarried  friends,  who 
had  pafled  their  thirtieth  year,  as  abfolute 
Old  Maids ;  thofe  of  thirty  fuppofed  the 
aera  to  commence  at  about  forty-Jive ;  and 
fome  ladies  of  fifty  convinced  me  how  dif- 
ferently they  thought  upon  the  fubjeft,  by 
calling  others,  about  three  or  four  years 
younger  than  themfelves,  by  the  infantine 
appellation  of  girls ;  from  whence  I  pre- 
fumed  they  would  advance  the  aera  I  fpeak 
of  to  the  age  of  fixty  at  leaft.     Finding  it 
impoflible  to  colledt,  from   the   different 
voices  in  the  female  world,  one  harmonious 
and  fatisfa&ory  opinion,  I  had  recourfe  to 
the  moft  profound  philofophers  of  my  ac- 

B  2  quaintance  ; 
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quaintance;  but,  alas,  my  embarraflment 
encreafed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
the  perfons  I  confulted.  One  of  thefe 
learned  gentlemen,  who,  unfortunately  for 
his  own  happinefs,  has  as  much  fcepticifm 
as  erudition,  attempted  to  crufh  my  ^hole 
philofophical  work,  by  afferting,  that  Old 
Maids  are  abfolute  non-entities  j  and  he  in- 
fultingly  defied  me  to  produce  a  fcientific 
demonftration  of  their  exiftence.  I  foon 
left  this  licentious  fceptic  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  his  own  farcaftical  humour,  and 
confulted  an  eminent  phyfician  of  an  oppo- 
fite  character,  who  had  lately  married  an 
amiable  lady  of  forty-three,  and  was  juft 
become,  in  confequence  of  that  union,  the 
happy  father  of  a  very  promifing  boy. 
This  more  candid  dottor  pleaded  with 
great  energy  againft  my  giving  the  name  of 
Old  Maid  to  fingle  ladies  of  forty ;  he  af- 
ferted  that  every  female  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  in  a  juvenile  ftate,  while  (he  has 
the  power  of  conferring  on  a  hufband  fo 
lively  a  bleffing  as  that  which  he  had  juft 

had 
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had  the  happmefs  of  receiving.  I  felt  all 
the  weight  of  the  living  argument  which 
this  forcible  reafbner  produced  againft  me. 
In  this  embarraflment,  I  refolved  to  facrifice 
my  philofophical  accuracy  to  my  politenefs  $ 
and,  inftead  of  fetting  out  with  a  pofitive 
definition,  I  (hall  decline  the  dangerous  taflc 
of  drawing  the  precife  line  where  the  epocha 
of  Old-Maidifm  commences :  but  having 
obferved  that  the  world  in  general,  who  are 
far  from  poflefling  the  energetic  good-na- 
ture of  my  friend  the  doctor,  never  fail  to 
give  the  unwelcome  tide  of  Old  Maid  to 
unmarried  ladies  of  forty,  I  determined  to 
comply,  in  fome  meafure,  with  this  com- 
mon and  vulgar  prejudice,  in  a  dilemma 
where  neither  female  wit  nor  mafculine 
knowledge  could  afford  me  a  fatisfa&ory 
direftion. 

And  let  me  obferve,  that  by  my  conduct 
in  this  delicate  point,  I  generoufly  confult 
the  intereft  of  the  good  maidens,  for  whom 
I  write,  at  the  painful  hazard  of  their  dif- 
pfeafurei  for  if  they  fhould' affirm,  what  I 

••=■-.-  Bj  am 
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am  by  no  means  unwilling  to  allow,  that  a 
fingle  lady  of  forty  caijuiot  with  ftrift  pro- 
priety be  called  an  Old  Maid,  yet  furely 
there  is  great  chance  of  her  being  fo  in  due 
courfe  of  time  $  if  flie  is  not  a  prof  eft  mem- 
ber of  the  fifterhood,  flie  may  certainly  be 
regarded  as  a  noviciate,  and  as  fuch  flie  is 
undoubtedly  concerned  in  all  the  falutary 
admonitions  addreffed  to  that  infulted  yet 
reipedtable  order. 

At  the  age,  then,  when  ladies  allow  them- 
felves  to  be  forty,  I  defire  my  fair  and  fingle 
friends  to  confider  themfelves  as  ftanding, 
if.  not  within  the  gates,  at  leaft  upon  the 
threfholdof  that  community  of  which  I  treat. 
I  requeft  them  to  recolleft  what  qualities 
and  conduft  will  moil  become  the  charafter 
they  are  preparing  to  fupport;  what  will 
mod  effedtually  protect  it  from  iitlifule  and 
reproach,  alleviate  its  vexations,  and  en- 
creafe  its  comforts.  Thefe  are  furely  points, 
which  it  is  their  intereft  to  ftydy  :  it  is  my 
ambition  to  affift  them  in  the  attainment  of 
this  ufeful  knowlfedgei  and,  if  I  am  not  de- 
ceived 
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ceived  by  that  fpecies  of  benevolent  illu- 
fion,  to  which  a  ^hilofopher  is  peculiarly 
fubjett,  they  may  render  themfelves  both 
wifer  and  happier  by  the  frequent  perufal 
of  thefe  litde  volumes. 

Let  us  take  a  furvey  of  the  circumftances 
which  ufually  attend  the  Old  Maid,  at  die 
time  of  her  firft  acquiring  that  tide.  If 
fhe  has  received  a  polite  education— and  to 
fuch  I  addrefs  myfelf— it  is  probable,  that 
after  having  paffed  the  fprighdy  years  of 
youth  in  the  comfortable  manfion  of  an 
opulent  father,  Ihe  is  reduced  to  the  fhelter 
of  feme  contrafted  lodging  in  a  country 
town,  attended  by  a  fingle  female  fervant, 
and  with  difficulty  living  on  the  intereft  of 
two  or  three  thoufand  pounds,  reluftandy, 
and,  perhaps  irregularly,  paid  to  her  by 
an  avaricious  or  extravagant  brother,  who 
confidcrs  fuch  payment  as  a  heavy  incum- 
brance on  his  paternal  eftate.  Such  is  the 
condition  in  which  the  unmarried  daughters 
of  Englifh  gendemen  are  too  frequendy 
found.    To  fupport  fuch  a  change  of  fitu- 

B  4  ation, 
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ation,  with  that  chearfulhefs  and  content 
which  feveral  of  thefe  fair  fufferers  poffefs, 
requires  a  noble  firmnefs,  or  rather  dignity 
of  mind;  a  quality  which  many  illuftrious 
men  have  failed  to  exhibit  in  a  fimilar  re- 
verie, and  which  ought  therefore  to  be 
doubly  honourable  in  thefe  its  more  deli- 
cate pofleflbrs ;  particularly  when  we  add, 
that  the  mortifications  of  their  narrow  for- 
tune rauft  be  confiderably  embittered  by 
their  difappointment  in  the  great  objeft  of 
female  hope.  Without  the  minuteft  breach 
of  delicacy,  we  may  juftly  fuppofe,  that  it 
is  the  natural  wilh  and  expectation  of  every 
amiable  girl,  to  fettle  happily  in  marriage  $ 
'  and  that  the  failure  of  this  expeftation, 
from  whatever  caufes  it  may  arife,  muft  be 
inevitably  attended  by  many  unpleafant, 
and  many  depreflive  fenfations  : 

For  .who,  to  cold  virginity  a  prey$ 

The  pleafing  hope  of  marriage  e'er  refigridy 

Renounced  the  profpeft  of  the  tvedding-day, 
Nor  caft  one  longing,  lingering  look  behind? 

if 
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if  I  may  be  allowed  to  parody  a  celebrated 
paflage  in  a  juftly-admired  poet,  who  might 
Aimfelf  be  called  (I  mean  not  to  derogate 
from  his  genius  or  his  virtues  by  the  ex- 
preffioi))  an  Old  Maid  in  breeches,  or,  to 
fpeak  his  own  more  forcible,  poetic  lan- 
guage, 

Without  a  hive  of hoarded  Jweets, 
AJolitary  fly. 

The  Old  Maid,  indeed,  may  often  be  con- 
fidered,  not  only  as  a  folitary  fly,  but  as  a 
fly  in  thofe  cloudy  and  chilling  days  of  au- 
tumn, when  the  departure  of  the  fun  has 
put  an  «nd  to  all  its  lively  flutter,  and  leaves 
it  only  the  power  of  creeping  heavily  along 
in  a  ftate  of  feeblenefs  and  dejeftion.  If  her 
heart  has  been  peculiarly  formed  by  nature 
to  reliih  and  to  adorn  the  moft  endearing 
and  delightful  of  all  human  connexions, 
ftie  will  the  more  feel  the  cruelty  of  that 
chance  which  has  debarred  her  from  it ; 
and,  hard,  as  fuch  a  deftiny  may  appear,  her 
mifeiy  will  frequendy  rife  in  proportion  to 

thofe 
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thofe  merits  which  entitled  her  to  happinefs. 
A  frame  o£  glowing  fenfibility  requires  a 
proper  field  for  the  exercife  and  expanfion 
of  all  its  generous  affeftions;  and  when 
this  is  denied  to  it,  fuch  obftruftion  will 
fometimes  occafion  the  very  worft  of  evils, 
a  fort  of  ftagnation  both  in  heart  and  foul, 
a  diforder  for  which  language  can  afford  no 
name,  and  which,  being  a  compound  of 
mental  and  bodily  diftemper,  is  more  dread- 
ful to  fupport,  and  perhaps  more '  difficult 
to  cure,  than  any  diftinft  maladies  either 
of  mind  or  body.  To  fenfations  of  this 
kind  I  attribute  that  very  extraordinary 
faft,  recorded  in  the  Moral  Effays  of  Plu- 
tarch, and  mentioned  alfo  by  his  two  amia- 
ble modern  rivals  in  morality,  Montaigne 
and  Addifon,  I  mean  the  felf-murder  of  the 
Milefian  virgins.  Such  a  defire  to  die  had 
poffeffed  the  unmarried  females  of  Miletus, 
that  nothing  could  reftrain  them  from  fili- 
cide, till  a  law  was  enafted,  which  fubdued 
the  difguft  of  life  by  awakening  the  terrors 
of  modefty,  ordaining  that  the  body  of  every 
8  one, 
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one,  who  ended  her  own  exiftence,  fhould  be 
cxpofed  a  naked  fpedagle  in  the  ftreets  of 
her  native  city.  I  am  perfuaded  that  thefe 
unhappy  viftims  of  delpair  were  arrived  at 
that  period  of  female  life  which  I  am  now 
confidering,  becaufe  Plutarch,  in  fpeaking 
of  the  perfons  who  endeavoured  to  diffuade 
them  from  their  horrid  purpofe,  enumerates 
only  their  fathers,  mothers,  and  friends. 
From  hence  we  may  juftly  conclude,  that 
none  of  them  retained  a  lover *  a  circum- 
ftance  which  phyficians,  I  believe,  will 
think  fufficient  to  account  for  their  death, 
without  imputing  it,  as  Plutarch  feems  in- 
clined to  do,  to  a  contagious  diforder,  arifing 
from  a  corrupted  ftate  of  the  air  j  in  which 
cafe,  both  the  married  women,  and  the  male 
inhabitants  of  Miletus,  muft  in  all  proba- 
bility have  been  equally  infedted*.     It  is 

•  My  cpnje&ure  is  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  Sennertus ;  who  has  published  a  fyftem  of 
phyfic  in  two  ponderous  folios,  in  which  he  has  de- 
voted a  chapter  to  that  interefling  complaint,  the  me- 
lancholy of  virgins  and  widows. — Vide  Sennerti 
?n&ic3C,  Lib,  hr.'  Par.  ii.  fed.  3,  cap.  6. 

true, 
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true,  indeed,  that  the  records  of  modern 
hiftory  hardly  contain  fo  authentic  and  de- 
plorable an  inftance  of  defpairing  virginity ; 
and,  perhaps,  fome  acrimonious  Old  Maids 
may  cenfure,  with  great  bitternefs  of  fpirit, 
the  inference  which  I  have  fairly  drawn  from 
the  narrative  of  Plutarch.  It  is  the  mif- 
fortune  of  thefe  exafperated  ladies  to  mif- 
take  their  friends  for  their  foes,  and  to  con- 
fider  an  expreffion  of  pity  towards  any  fuf- 
ferers  of  their  fifterhood,  as  a  perfonal  in- 

fult  to  themfelves for  their  part,  they 

are  proud  of  declaring,  they  regard  the  con- 
dition of  an  Old  Maid  as  the  moft  com- 
fortable in  human  life;  it  is  the  condition 
of  their  choice,  and  what  every  wife  woman 
would  chufe.  I  always  look  upon  fuch  de- 
clarations  as  a  kind  of  ill-conftrutted  ram- 
part, raifed  very  haftily  by  miftaken  pride, 
to  defend  an  uneafy  fituation :  I  would  ad- 
vife  all  my  fair  friends,  of  gentler  fpirit,  to 
abandon  this  untenable  outwork,  and  pro- 
tedt  themfelves  by  a  much  nobler  mode  of 
defence.    The  Old  Maid  who  affirms,  flie 

never 
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**ever  wtfhed  to  many,  pronounces  the  fe- 
vered of  fatires  againft  her  own  heart.  How 
Utterly  devoid  of  tendernefs,  and  of  every 
amiable  fenfation,  muft  that  female  be,  who 
never  felt,  at  any  period  of  life,  a  defire  to 
engage  in  the  duties,  or  to  fhare  the  de- 
lights of  that  ftate,  to  which  all  human  be- 
ings are  invited  by  the  voice  of  nature  and 
reafon !  Indeed,  the  total  exemption  from 
fuch  innocent,  or  rather  laudable  defire,  is 
hardly  within  the  line  of  poflibility ;  and 
the  ancient  virgin,  who  affefts  this  language, 
will  generally  be  thought  to  wear  a  very 
ungrateful  mafk  of  hypocrify.     I  would 
therefore  wiih  her,  whenever  (he  has  occa- 
fion  to  fpeak  of  the  nuptial  ftate,  to  preferve 
that  myfterUus  reverence  with  which  it  is 
juftly  treated  by  the  fublimeft  of  poets;  and 
to  reprefent  her  own  exclufion  from  it,  not 
as  the  effeft  of  choice,  arifing  from  a  cold 
and  irrational  averfion  to  the  ftate  in  gene- 
ral, but  as  the  confequence  of  fuch  peryerfe 
incidents  as  frequently  perplex  all  the  paths 
of  human  life,  and  lead  even  the  worthieft 

of 
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of  beings  into  fituations  very  different  from 
what  they  would  otherwife  have  chofen.  I 
am  the  more  folicitous  to  warn  the  autum- 
nal  maiden  againft  this  falfe  pride  and  mis- 
taken delicacy,  from  a  convidtioh  that  it 
produces  many  of  the  moft  painful  feelings 
to  which  fhe  is  expofed :  by  giving  her  an 
air  of  affe&ation,  it  invites  that  blunt  but 
lacerating  raillery,  with  which  fhe  is  fo  often 
and  fo  unpolitely  attacked.  If  fhe  could 
bring  herfelf  to  allow,  that  Old-Maidifm  in 
general  is  a  condition  requiring  pity  and 
proteftion,  fhe  might,  even  by  adopting 
thefe  fentiments,  render  it  much  lefs  fo  than 
it  really  is  j  but  the  refined  pride  and  pre- 
judice, which  I  am  now  endeavouring  to 
remove,  is  fo  deeply  rooted  in  many  of  the 
fifterhood,  that  I  fhall  not  be  furprifed,  if 
fome  of  its  more  acrimonious  members  ex- 
claim againft  this  benevolent  difcuflion  of 
their  caufe,  and  even  condemn  it  as  a  libel 
againft  their  community.  To  guard  my- 
felf  as  much  as  poffible  againft  fo  injurious 
an  imputation,  I  will  relate  the  litde  inci- 
dent 
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dent  which   induced  me  to  CQmpofe  this 
amicable  treatile. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  prefent  at 
an  entertaining  converfation    between   a 
lhrdy  married  lady,  not  infenfible  to  the 
burthen  of  a  numerous  family,  whom  I  (hall 
call  Euphrafia,  and  a  very  amiable,  but  ra- 
ther elderly  virgin,  whom  I  fhall  diftin- 
gui/h  by  the  name  of  Maranthe.     After 
they  had  difcufled,  with  much  vivacity  and 
good-humour,  the  different  comforts  and 
troubles  of  their  refpe&ive  conditions ; <c  If 
"  you  Old  Maids,"  faid  Euphrafia,.  "  had 
Cf  but  a  juft  fenfe  of  all  your  advantages, 
cc  you  would  be  the.  moft  fortunate  of  hu- 
w  man  creatures."  — "  No,7  indeed,"  re- 
plied the  judicious  and  warm-hearted  Ma- 
ranthe, "  the  wife,  I  confefs,  has  her  heavy 
<c  load  of  anxieties,  but  the  Old  Maid 
u  is  like  a  blafted  tree  in  the  middle  of  a 
"  wide  common." — The  force  of  this  fi- 
mile,  and  the  pathetic  tone  with  which  it 
was  uttered,  by  a  woman  of  great  fenfibility, 
with  a  very  cultivated  mind,  made  a  deep 

impreffion 


i6  E   S   S   A   Y      O  N 

impreflion  both  oil  my  imagination  and  my 
heart.  The  idea  has  led  me,  in  my  folitary 
and  thoughtful  hours,  to  meditate  on  the 
fituation  of  the  Old  Maid ;  and  I  have  faid 
to  myfelf,  in  fuch  philofophical  reveries, 
What  can  I  do  for  this  blafted  tree  ?  I  can- 
not, indeed,  tranfplant,  and  caufe  it  to  blof- 
fom ;  but  I  will  at  leaft  endeavour  to  raife  a 
little  fence  around  it,  which  may  take  off,  in 
fome  meafure,  from  its  negledted  appear- 
ance, and  not  fuffer  the  wild  affes,  who 
wander  near  it,  to  kick  and  wound  it,  as 
they  fo  frequently  do,  in  the  wanton  gam- 
bols of  their  awkward  vivacity. 

The  vexations  of  a  contradted  fortune, 
and  the  mortifying  negleft  with  which  the 
indigent  are  ufually  treated,  however  gall- 
ing to  a  generous  mind,  are  not  evils,  per- 
haps, fo  produftive  of  pain,  as  that  coarfe 
and  contemptuous  raillery,  with  which  the 
ancient  maiden  is  perpetually  infulted.  Ha- 
bit and  difcretion  may  teach  her  to  be  con- 
tented with  a  very  fcanty  income,  and  a 
noble  ingenuous  pride  is  her  natural  remedy 

againft 
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againft  the  wounds  of  negledt ;   but  flic 
{terns  utterly  deftitute  of  all  adequate  de- 
fence againft  her  moft  provoking  and  mod 
aftive  enemy,  the  inceflant  impertinence  of 
indelicate  ridicule.      How  often  does  the 
amiable  Old  Maid  fmart  under  the  flippant 
jocularity  of  the  unfeelihg  ruftic  merchant, 
or  the  boorifl^  'fquire,  who  never  fail  to 
comment  on  the  variations  of  her  counte- 
nance, repeatedly  vonder  why  (he  does  not 
get  her  a  hufband,  and  very  kindly  hint  to 
Jier,  with  equal  delicacy  of  fentiment  and 
language,  that  if  ihe  does  not  take  great 
care,  fhe  will  flip  out  of  the  world  without 
anfwering  the  end  of  her  creation ! 

As  I  moft  cordially  wifli,  that  the  fifter- 
hood  may  be  lefs  peftered  in  future  with 
luch  offenfive  pleafantry,  I  lhall  remark, 
that  jefts  of  this  nature  muft  proceed  from 
a  very  unthinking  head,  or  a  very  callous 
heart :  we  may  rally,  indeed,  with  fome  de- 
gree of  reafon  and  juftice,  the  intemperate 
curiofity  or  affeftation  of  an  Old  Maid ; 
we  may  even  chaftife  her  impertinence  or 
Vol.  I.  C  ill- 
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ill- nature;  but  to  fneer  at  the  ancient  vir- 
gin, merely  becaufe  fhe  has  a  claim  to  that 
title,  is  not  only  inconfiftent  with  good-na- 
ture and  good  manners,  but,  in  truth*  a 
piece  of  cruelty  as  wanton  and  malicious  as 
it  is  to  laugh  at  the  perfonal  blemifhes 
of  any  unfortunate  being,  who  has  been 
maimed  by  accident,  or  defprrped  from  his 
birthr.  Juft  and  obvious  as  this  fentiment 
fnuft  appear,  it  occurs  not  to  jokers  of  a 
certain  clafs,  who,  having  met  with  fome  ri- 
diculous Old  Maids,  are  tempted  to  make 
the  whole  fifterhood  their  Handing  jeft. 
Perhaps  the  particular  failings,  which  are 
commonly  imputed  to  the  Old  Maid  in  ge- 
neral, may  be  found  to  arife  from  the  pe- 
culiarity of  her  fituation,  and  the  injurious 
treatment  {he  receives  from  the  world;  a 
confideration,  which,  placing  the  charadter 
in  a  fairer  point  of  view,  will,  I  hope,  be 
the  occafion  of  its  being  treated  more  ten- 
derly. But,  as  I  mean  to  confider  thefe  par- 
ticular failings  diftin&ly,  I  lhall  now  aflign 
a  feparate  chapter  to  each, 
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CHAP.     II. 
Ob  tie  Curiofity  of  Old  Maids. 

THE  human  mind  is  naturally  a&ive, 
and  when  its  faculties  are  not  called 
into  rational  exercife,  by  the  interefting 
cares,  or  the  elegant  amufements,  of  domes- 
tic life,  it  is  apt  x»  perplex  itfelf  in  the 
moft  idle  purfuits  and  frivolous  enquiries. 
The  lady,  who  has  litde  or  no  bufinefc  to 
regulate,  if  flie  has  unluckily  failed  to  cul- 
tivate a  paflion  for  the  pleafing  occupa- 
tions  of  needle-work,  drawing,  mufic,  or 
literature,  is  often  reduced  to  thp  neceffity 
of  fending  her  thoughts  abroad,  and  at  laft 
is  rendered,  by  habit,  a  kind  of  perpetual 
fpy  on  the  conduft  of  her  neighbours. 
Hence  the  curiofity  of  an  Old  Maid  is  be- 
come proverbial:  and,  as  I  confider  it  as 
one  of  the  foibles  which  contribute  moft 
largely  to  the  abafement  of  the  character,  I 
Audi  treat  it  with  the  feverity  it  defcrves. 

C  2  The 


ju  *j  attrctyc  vj  apyenie  aia  grata 
Bj  what  it  fed  on." 

any  thing  can  tome  this  wild  fpirit  of 
tinent  enquiry,  in  the  curious  Old 
,  it  may  be  the  knowledge  of  a  truth, 
I  fhall  therefore  moft  freely  commu- 
te her,  and  which,  I  dare  fay,  her 
jxperience  will  confirm;  it  is  this — 
the  qualities  which  can  debafe  or 
xaft  the  natural  attractions  of  wo- 
die  foible,  of  which  I  am  now  fpeak- 
s  what  our  fex  is  moft  apt  to  fear 
raid.  I  have  known  a  very  amiable 
who  had  really  no  vices  to  conceal, 
s  much  pains  to  fhun  an  inquifltive 
laid,  as  if  he  had  been  rrvino-  rn  <-f- 
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The  curious  Old  Maid  is  a  reftlefs  being, 
whofe  infatiate  thirft  for  information  is  an 
inceffant  plague  both  to  herfelf  and  her  ac- 
quaintance; her  foul  feems  to  be  conti- 
nually flying,  in  a  giddy  circuit,  to  her  eyes, 
ears,  and  tongue;  (he  appears  inflamed  with 
a  fort  of  frantic  defire  to  fee  all  that  can  be 
feen,  to  hear  all  that  can  be  heard,  and  to 
a(k  more  queftions  than  any  lips*  can  utter. 
This  raging  folicitude  for  intelligence  may 
be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  mental  fever; 
and,  like  other  fevers,  it  is  frequently 
brought  on  by  petty  habits  of  unregarded 
intemperance,  by  forming,  in  early  life,  no 
government  over  the  tongue,  but  allowing 
it  the  fulleft  indulgence  in  every  inquifitive 
and  impertinent  caprice.  The  guardians 
of  female  youth  cannot  caution  their  pupils 
too  ftrongly  againft  the  dangerous  cuftom 
of  aflcing  idle  and  infignificant  queftions; 
for  a  frivolous  curiofity,  though  it  amount 
not  to  vice,  is,  perhaps,  the  mod  offenfive 
of  all  foibles;  and,  when  it  has  rooted  itfelf 
in  the  mind  of  an  Old  Maid,  the  moft  diffi- 
cult 
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cult  to  eradicate  or  fubdue.  Such  curio/ity 
is  a  kind  of  ravenous  monfter,  which  hangs 
Upon  its  prey, 


(€ 


As  ifmcreafe  of  appetite  did  grow 
By  what  it  fed  on.'* 


If  any  thing  can  tame  this  wild  fpirit  of 
impertinent  enquiry,   in  the  curious  Old 
Maid,  it  may  be  the  knowledge  of  a  truth, 
which  I  (hall  therefore  moft  freely  commu- 
nicate to  her,  and  which,  I  dare  fay,  her 
own  experience  will  confirm;  it  is  this — 
of  all   the  qualities  which  can  debafe  or 
counteract  the  natural  attractions  of  wo- 
man, the  foible,  of  which  I  am  now  fpeak- 
ing,  is  what  our  fex  is  moft  apt  to  fear 
and  avoid.     I  have  known  a  very  amiable 
man,  who  had  really  no  vices  to  conceal, 
take  as  much  pains  to  fhun  an  inquifitive 
Old  Maid,  as  if  he  had  been  trying  to  ef- 
cape  the  bite  of  a  rattle-fnake ;  and  I  have 
obferved,  that  the  character  ads  upon  the 
generality  of  men  as  an  objeft  of  antipathy. 
There  are,  however,  a  fet  of  frolickfome 

C  3  and 
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and  daring  blades,  who  are  able  to  make 
this  teazing  impertinence  of  the  ancient 
virgin  a   perpetual    fource  of  diverfiori? 
They  fport  with  the  curiofity  of  an  Old 
Maid  with  that  kind  of  fearlefs  levity,  by 
which  a  lively  fchool-boy  is  fometimes 
tempted  to  play  with  an  adder.    I  knew  a 
fprightly  gentleman  of  this  humour,  who, 
living  in  a  country  town,  and  having  been 
long  peftered  by  his v  oppofite  neighbours, 
tw6  maidenly  gentlewomen  of  the  moft  in- 
quifitive  fpirit,  contrived  to  render  this 
provoking  nuifance  an  eternal  fund  of  en- 
tertainment.   At  firft,  indeed,  they  teazed 
him  fo  much,  by  their  conftant  praftice  of 
peeping  arid  prying  into  every  minute  arti- 
cle of  his  domeftic  concerns,  that,  although 
he  was  naturally  mild  and  benevolent,  his 
•'  temper  was  materially  injured,  and  he  could 
hardly  mention  his  neighbours  without  ut- 
tering a  vehement  execration  againft  their 
impertinence.    JJut  at  length  he  began  to 
fpeculate  on  the  nature  and  the  force  of 
that*  inordinate  paffion,  which  could  impel 

two 
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two  rational  creatures,  in  the  decline  of  life, 
to  exert  fuch  indefatigable  activity  for  the 
moft  trivial  purpofes.    He  diverted  himfelf 
in  framing  a  thoufand  little  devices  to  try 
the  full  extent  of  this  frivolous  curiofity ; 
and  the  avidity  of  their  defire  to  know 
every  thing  which  paffed  in  his  houfe,  and 
the  hiftory  of  every. individual  who  eijterefl 
it,  furnifhed  him  with  the  opportunity  of 
putting  their  curiofity  to  innumerable  trials. 
A  particular  account  of  thefe  devices,  and 
their  fuccefs,  would  form  too  large  an  epi- 
fode  for  this  little  work ;  I  ftiall  mention, 
therefore,  only  one   of   his    manoeuvres, 
which  afforded  him  his  moft  capital  fport, 
and  which  he  diftinguifhed  by  the  whimfi- 
cal  phrafe  of  "  Angling  for  Old  Maids  at 
"  Midnight"    As  this,  I  believe,  is  a  fpe- 
cies  of  filhing  not  mentioned  in  the  Com- 
plete Angler,  or  in  any  of  our  elaborate 
treatifes  on  that  amufing  art,  it  will  require 
a  full  explanation.     Such  then  was  the  pro- 
eds  of  jny  friend  in  his  new- invented  di- 
Yerfion :— Soon  after  the  clock  had  ftruck 

C  4  twelve^ 
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twelve,  he  muffled  up  his  perfon  in  fome 
dark  dilguife,  and,  Tallying  from  a  poftern- 
gate,  which  opened  into  a  different  ftreet, 
he  proceeded  to  the  front  door  of  his  own 
houfe,  and  knocked  with  a  very  audible 
rap.  If  is  oppofite  old  inquifitors  were  in- 
duced by  their  infirmities .  to  go  early  to 
bed;  but,  as  curiofity  feldom  fleeps  very 
found,  the  hope  of  a  nolturnal  difcovery 
never  failed  to  bring  either  one  or  both  to 
their  window.  If  they  were  tolerably  well, 
they  ventured  to  throw  up  the  fafli,  and  to 
thruft  their  two  fharp  vifages  as  far  into  the 
ftreet  as  they  could  with  fafety  be  ftretched ; 
for  they  were  both  too  keen  to  truft  the  rela- 
tion of  each  other,  and  panted  with  equal 
cagernefs  for  ocular  acquaintance  with  the 
objeft  which  excited  their  curiofity.  This, 
however,  they  could  never  perfectly  attain  5 
their  frolickfome  neighbour,  though  a  large 
lamp  was  burning  before  his  door,  con- 
trived to  fhew  little  or  nothing  of  his  fi- 
gure, and  yet  loitered  fo  long  in  the  ftreet, 
as  to  inflame  the  old  ladies  with  the  moft 

ardent 
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ardent  expe&ation  of  farther  difcovery.  He 
repeated  this  frolic  with  diverfe  petty  vari- 
ations, lor  the  entertainment  of  different 
guefts,  and  every  repetition  of  it  afforded 
him  new  diverfion.     The  more  frequendy 
the  Old  Maids  caught  a  glimpfc  of  the 
muffled  figure,  the  more  eager  were  they  to 
find  out  both  the  name  of  the  perfbn  and 
the  nature  of  his  bufinefs.     Voltaire's  man 
in  the  iron  mafk  never  excited  more  reftlefs 
wonder,    or  more   extravagant    furmifes : 
fometimes  the  curious  virgins  conjeftured 
this  nofturnal  vifitant  to  be  the  lover  of  a 
handfome  chamber-maid,    and  fometimes 
their  fufpicions  fell  very  heavy  on  the  fair 
lady  of  the  houfe,  who  was,  indeed,  poffefled 
of  every  attraftion  to  excite 

€€  Envy  in  woman,  or  defire  in  man  " 

but  her  wit  and  beauty  were  equalled,  if 
not  furpafled,  by  her  innocence  and  good- 
nature. She  frequendy  remonftrated  again  ft 
this  cruel  diverfion  of  her  hufband,  and  pro- 

teftcd  he  would  be  the  death  of  the  old  la- 
dies, 
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dies,  by  bringing  them,  half  naked,  into 
the  damp  air  of  the  night.  He  maintained, 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  curiofity*  r  an  Old 
Maid  is  fo  fiery  a  paffion,  that  fhe,  who  is 
thoroughly  inflamed  by  it,  may  expofe  her 
lhrivelled  body,  without  danger  of  cold,  to 
the  moft  unwholefome  of  nightly  vapours. 
The  event  proved  his  miftake ;  for,  perfe- 
vering  in  his  Iport,  and  trying  it  as  a 
Chriftmas  gambol,  at  a  time  when  it  fnowed 
very  much,  the  moft  elderly  and  infirm  of 
the  two  ancient  maidens,  tempted,  perhaps, 
by  that  hope  of  difcovery  which  the  addi- 
tional light  of  the  fnow  might  afford  her, 
continued  fo  long  at  her  window,  that  (he 
contrafted  a  rheumatic  fever,  which  con- 
fined her  for  many  months  to  her  bed. 
Yet  her  fufFerings,  fevere  as  they  were,  did 
not  annihilate  the  curiofity  which  produced 
them,  if  I  may  credit  the  teftimony  of  my 
friend.  He  pofitively  aflerted,  that  he  once 
defcried  this  identical  old  maiden,  before 
fhe  had  recovered  the  perfedl  ufe  of  her 
limbs,  peeping  through  her  fafh  at  mid- 
night, 
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night,  though  fhe  was  under  the  neceflity 
of  fupporting  herfelf,  for  that  purple,  on 
the  arm  of  her  fitter. — How  ufeful  and 
how  amiable  a  being  might  this  unfortu- 
nate woman  have  proved,  had  the  activity 
of  her  mind  been  direfted  to  any  laudable 
purfuit  I  But,  I  fear,  this  frivolous  curiofity, 
when  it  is  fuffered  to  take  full  pofiefiion  of 
the  fpirit,  may  be  reckoned  among  the 
mod  incurable  of  mental  maladies  ;  and  I 
therefore  conjure  the  fifterhood,  for  whom 
I  write,  to  guard  againft  the  firft  fymptoms 
of  the  diftemper  by  every  poflible  precau- 
tion. Perhaps  the  moft  early  and  alarming 
fymptom  of  it  is  the  habit,  already  men- 
tioned, of  afking  queftions,  in  which  they 
have  little  or  no  concern.  I  would  wiflr 
them  to  refleft,  that  the  moft  ordinary  and 
natural  queftion  may  become  impertinent 
and  ridiculous,  by  the  avidity  with  which  it 
is  aflced,  or  by  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the 
enquirer ;  a  remark  which  was  fuggefted  to 
me  by  the  following  ludicrous  occurrence : 
—Calling,  the  other  day,  on  an  old  ac- 
quaintance 


was  preparing  to  fally  forth  on  a  v 

family  of  five  elderly  maidens,  to  w 

had  promifed  an  early  account  of  I 

expedition.    As  we  have  a  fimilar 

for  thefe  good  ladies,  I  readily  atten. 

friend  to  their  houfe.     They  are  « 

amiable  beings,  who  live  together 

moft  fifterly  concord.     Nature,  inde 

not  exerted  her  moft  delicate  flcill 

formation  of  their  perfons;  but  thei 

of  beauty  is  very  amply  compenf 

their  underftandings,  though  not  br 

are  cultivated;  their  hearts    benev 

and  their  fortune  eafy.     Though  a 

five  may  be  fairly  counted  in  the  d 

Old  Maid^they  are  wonderfully  free 
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able  kind;    it  is  fometimes  troublefome* 
and  fometimes  ridiculous,  but  never  malig- 
nant.    It  is  now  time  to  enter  on  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  vifit.     When  we  arrived  at  their 
nice  yet  comfortable  manfion,  we  found  the 
lady  abbefs  of  this  little  convent,  or,  in 
plain  Englifh,  the  eldeft  filler  of  the  family, 
alone  in  the  parlour.     In  her  civilities  to 
my  friend,  fhe  failed  not  to  enquire  after 
his  new-married  fitter,  and  aflced,  with  great 
appearance  of  fblicitude,  if  the  lady  was 
breeding.      The  marriage  had  not  been 
confummated  more  than  three  months,  and 
my  friend  very  gravely  replied,  that  he  re- 
ally did  not  know ;  but  he  rather  believed 
not.     The  fecond  virgin  of  the  houfe  now 
appeared,  and  in  a  few  minutes  made  the 
fame  enquiry ;  to  which  the  barrifter  very 
mildly  returned  the  fame  kind  of  negative. 
The  three  younger  maidens  o#  the  family 
foon  entered  the  room  together ;  the  eldeft 
of  the  three  advanced  towards  my  friend, 
to  converfe  with  him  concerning  the  mar- 
ried folks  he  had  vifited,  and,  before  many 
9  moments 
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moments  elapfed,  flie  contrived  to  intro- 
duce the  queftion,  which  he  had  twice  an- 
swered already,  concerning  the  pregnancy 
of  his  relation.  The  man  of  law  preferved, 
however,  the  gravity  of  his  countenance, 
and  replied  with  the  fame  good-humour, 
and  almoft  in  the  fame  words,  as  he  had 
done  before;  but  unluckily,  in  the  buftle 
•f  arranging  our  feats,  the  two  youngeft 
virgins  of  the  houfe  did  not  perfe&ly  hear 
this  important  reply.  Being  very  eager  for 
full  information  on  the  point,  and  thinking 
it,  perhaps,  more  delicate  to  enquire  of  the 
lady  who  heard  him,  than  to  trouble  the 
gentleman  to  repeat  his  anfwer,  they  both 
whifpered  in  the  fame  moment,  but  in 
the  oppofite  ears  of  their  filler,  cc  Is  fhe 
<c  with  child?"  Their  words  were,  in- 
deed, intended  for  no  ear  but  her'sj 
yet  the  fc^nnefs  of  their  curidfity  made 
their  whifpers  audible.  The  queftion,  "  Is 
"  Ihe  with  child  ? "  thus  repeated  by  two 
voices  at  the  fame  time,  appeared  like  the 
different  parts  of  a  catch,  and,  combined 
3  with 
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with  the  eagernefs  of  manner  in  the  lingular 
figures  who  uttered  them,  produced  a  truly 
comic  effeft.  A  burft  of  infuppreflible 
laughter  rendered  me  unable  to  (peak ;  but 
my  friend,  the  barrifter,  poffefling  greater 
powers  of  countenance,  immediately  ex- 
claimed, My  dear  ladies,  as  ye  take  fuch  a 
generous  intereft  in  the  iftcreafe  of  the 
world,  I  moll  heartily  wifli  that  ye  may  all 
participate  in  that  noble  and  neceflary  bufi- 
neft  !  The  three  elder  virgins  looked  ra- 
ther grave  upon  this  hafty  fpeech  of  my 
friend,  confidering  it,  perhaps,  as  a  kind  of 
farcaftical  reproof  on  the  eagernefs  of  their 
curiofity,  or  lamenting,  poflibly,  the  too 
evident  futility  of  fuch  a  wilh  ;  but  in  the 
eyes  of  the  two  youngeft  ladies,  who  feem 
to  confider  themfelves  as  noviciates  only  in 
the  order  of  Old  Maids,  I  obferved  fuch  a 
fiafh  of  fudden  and  doubtful  jojfl^s  *ls  apt 
to  illuminate  the  countenance  of  a  perfon 

furprifed  by  a  very  flattering,  though  not  a 

very  probable  prediftion. 
Trifling  as  it  may  appear,  I  am  induced 

to 


utters  with  more  frequency,  or  more 
nefs,  than  queftions  concerning  the 
nancy  of  her  moft  common  acquain 
As  I  apprehend  that  the  fifterhood,  in 
ing  upon  fuch  tender  ground,  may  be 
galled  and  pelted  by  the  fcurvy  jc 
many  mercilefs  wags,  I  wifti  the  an 
though  inquifitive  Old  Maid,  to  be 
tioned  by  the  foregoing  anecdote,  a 
fecure  herfelf  from  fuch  raillery,  by  app 
for  information  of  this  fort  to  perfc 
her  own  fex,  and  in  the  hours  of  fema 
tirement;  afluring  her,  however,  thai 
only  my  intention  to  diredt  her  in  the  i 
of  enqufe,  and  not  to  fupprefs  her 
innocent  defire  of  being  made  acqua 
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pfeafint ;  and,  as  I  am  very  far  from  dcfir- 
kg  to  abridge  the  fcanty  pleafures  of  the 
Old  Maid,  I  would  wifh  her  curiofity  to  be 
indulged  in  all  points,  where  it  has  no  ten- 
dency to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  others, 
or  to  bring  the  galling  burthen  of  con* 
tempt  and  ridicule  upon  herfelf. 


Vol.1* 
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chap.  in. 

6n  the  Credulity  of  Oti  Maids. 

IN  die  days  of  Addifon,  tfte  cfedulity  of 
fuperftition  was  reckoned  among  the 
moft  (hiking  charadteriftics  of  the  ancient 
virgin,  as  we  learn  from  the  excellent  paper 
of  that  engaging  moralift,  on  the  moft  ab- 
furd  and  depreffive  of  human  follies. 

"  An  Old  Maid"  (fays  the  Speftator), 
<c  that  is  troubled  with  the  vapours,  pro- 
cc  duces  infinite  difturbances  of  this  kind 
cc  among  her  friends  and  neighbours.  I 
<c  know  a  maiden  aunt,  of  a  great  family, 
who  is  one  of  thefe  antiquated  fibyls,  that 
forebodes  and  prophefies  from  one  end 
cc  of  the  year  to  the  other.  She  is  always 
cc  feeing  apparitions,  and  hearing  death- 
€€  watches;  and  was  the  other  day  almoft 
cc  frighted  out  of  her  wits  by  the  great 
u  houfe-dog  that  howled  in  the  ftable, 

«  at 
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"  at  a  time  when  fhc  lay  ill  of  the  tooth- 
«  ach." 

I  muft  obferye,  however,  ta  the  credit  of 
reafon  and  philofbphy,  and  to  the  honour 
of  their  moft  amiable  and  fuccefsful  advo- 
cate,  the  great  author  whom  I  havequotedj 
that  the  fuperftitious  follies  of  our  country 
are  almoft  eradicated    Such  an  antiquated 
fibyl  as  Addiibn  painted,  poffibly  from  the 
life,  is  now,  I  think,  very  rarely  to  be  found 
among  us.    In  reckoning  credulity  among 
the  peculiar  foibles  of  die  Old  Maid,  I 
mean  a  credulity  diametrically  oppofite  ta 
that  which  he  has  fo  juftly  fatirized*  I 
mean  a  credulity,  which  bufies  itfelf  with 
matter  much  more  than  with  fpirit,  which, 
totally  difregarding  the  incorporeal  beinga 
of  another  world,  attaches  itfelf  to  the  moft 
fubftantial  living  bodies  of  the  earth  we  in- 
habit.    The  credulous  Old  Maid  of  the 
prefcnt  time  is  one,  who,,  inftead  of  feeing 
apparitions   in  the  vacancy  of  air,  fees  a 
lover  in  every  man  by  whom  (he  is  civilly 
accofted,  and,  inftead  of  hearing  death- 
^^^  D  %  watches, 


36  ESSAY      ON 

watches;  hears  a  hint  at  leaft,  if  not  an  offe^ 
of  marriage,  in  every  common  compliment 
that  is  cafually  addreffed  to  her.  I  have 
known  fome  unfortunate  ladies  reduced  to 
a  deplorable  condition  by  a  very  ferious 
mifconftruttion  of  the  moft  trivial  and  un- 
meaning civilities. 

Let  me  remark,  however,  that  the  cre- 
dulous Old  Maiden  is  feldom  much  affe&ed 
by  the  lols  of  one  imaginary  lover ;  fhe  is, 
generally  fpeaking,  a  moft  aftive  architeft, 
fupremely  fkilled  in  the  ingenious  and 
happy  art  of  building  caftles  'in  the  air, 
and,  as  faft  as  one  fabric  of  amorous  illufion 
is  demolifhed,  fhe  erefts  another  in  it$ 
place.  Her  life  is  a  fcene  of  perpetual  and 
ever  varying  hope  j  and,  as  hope  is  one  of 
the  moft  lively  paflions,  her  temper  is  na- 
turally gay.  Her  head  may  be  compared 
to  one  of  thofe  raree-fhew-boxes,  which  are 
filled  with,  fplendid  and  fucceflive  pi&ures 
of  one  magnificent  objeft :  at  the  firft  peep 
you  may  difcern  the  temple  of  Hymen ; 
the  ftrufture  prefently  vanifhes,  but  difop- 
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pears  only  to  make  room  for  a  more  capti- 
vating view,  cither  of  the  temple  itfelf,  or 
of  fome  delightful  avenue,  which  is  termi- 
nated by  the  fame  noble  edifice.  The  cre- 
dulous Old  Maid  has  a  memory  completely 
ftored  with  hiftories  of  love  at  firft  fight ; 
fhe  can  recoiled  a  thoufand  inftances  in 
real  life,  as  well  as  ronqance,  of  ladies  who 
have  made  the  mod  fudden  and  fortunate 
conquefts,  by.  the  fimple  and  natural  cijv 
cwnftance  of  looting  #ut  of  window,  and 
.fhe,  therefore,  devotes  herfclf,  with  pjgti- 
cular  afljduitjs  to  this  favourite  amufement. 
I  know  a  fprightly  ancient  virgin  of  this 
defcription,  whp,  as  conftandy  as  my  lord 
mayor's  day  returns,  continues  to  plant 
herfelf  in  fome  confpicuous  window  of  the 
city,  and,  as  the  feftive  proceffion  advances 
in  her  fight,  fhe  is  animated  with  the  hope 
of-  wounding  an  alderman  or  a  fherifF-:  flie 
looks,  indeed,  on  thefe  occafions,  as  if  fhe 
was  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  incef- 
.Jant  fire  of  her  eyes  did  prodigious  execu- 
tion upon  the  palling  crowd  *  yet,  I  believe, 
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if  we  except  her  intention,  fhe  is  as  pa> 
fcftly  innocent  of  metaphorical  man-flaugh- 
tcr,  as  the  honeft  man  in  armour,  whoforms 
a  part  of  die  cavalcade,  is  innocent  of 
blood.  Fruitlcfs  as  the  experiment  has  hi- 
therto proved,  fhe  is  firmly  perfuaded,  that 
her  deftiny  has  ordained  her  to  captivate 
fome  unknown  lover,  by  the  graceful  a&ion 
of  leaning  from  a  window ;  and,  I  am  cre- 
dibly informed,  that  fhe  patted  a  great  part 
of  feveral  nights  in  that  pofition,  at  the 
time  of  thofe  outrageous  riots,  which  threa- 
tened to  lay  the  metropolis  in  afhes.  At  the 
moment  when  other  females  of  her  neigh- 
bourhood  had  ftarted  from  their  beds,  un- 
der  the  terrific  ideas  of  murder  and  confla- 
gration, this  happier  fair  one  was  obferved 
to  loiter  in  the  moft  eafy  attitude,  at  her 
open  fafh,  with  the  enlivening  hope  of 
ftriking  fome  gallant  hero,  at  the  head  of 
thofe  military  parties  who  then  paraded  die 
ftreets.  Her  night-drefs  was  adjufted  with 
peculiar  elegance  for  this  purpofe,  and  fhe 
has  ever  fince  flattered  herfelf  with  die  af- 
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fbrance  of  having  made  a  very  deep  im- 
preflion  on  the  heart  of  a  certain  captain  of 
the  guards,  who  luffed  his  hand  to  her  at 
the  time,  and,  according  to  her  fuppofition, 
has  only  been  prevented  from  a  farther  ex- 
planation of  his  love,  by  the  unfortunate 
circumftance  of  his  having  a  proud  and  iiv* 
tradable  old  peer  for  his  father. 

There  is  one  danger,  to  which  the  cre- 
dulous Old  Maid,  if  (he  happens  to  be  rich, 
is  particularly  expofed;  I  mean,  the  very 
(erious  danger  arifing  from  thofe  vigilant 
and  affiduous  gentlemen,  'ydq^  fortune-- 
hunters, who  think  themfelves  entided  to 
plunder  an  opulent  and  deluded  female,  in 
the  charafter  of  a  bridegroom.  One  of  the 
moft  wretched  examples  (alas !  I  wifh  I 
could  fay  the  only  one !)  I  ever  knew  of 
this  fatal  credulity,  was  the  unfortunate 
FlacctUa. 

Flaccilla  was  a  good-natured  Old  Maid, 
who  inherited  an  ample  fortune  at  a  late 
ieafon  of  life,  and  pofleffed,  from  her 
childhood,  a  romantic  turn  of  mind.  She 
to  pafs'fome  months,  in  autumn* 
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at  the  feat  of  a  nobleman,  to  whom  fhe  was 
diftantly  related.  The  peer  had  lately  re* 
ceived  a  new  game-keeper  into  his  fervice, 
a  ftout  and  enterprifing  fon  of  Hiberoia,  who 
had  feen,  though  under  thirty,  many  viciffi* 
tudes  of  life,  and  had  fuftained  the  aftivc 
parts  of  a  travelling  valet,  a  common  foldier, 
and  a  drolling  player,  before  he  engaged  in 
)iis  prefent  occupation.  The  lively  Patrick 
foon  contracted  a  great  intimacy  with  the 
fair  attendant  of  Flaccilla,  who  diverted 
him,  in  their  vacant  moments,  by  relating, 
with  ludicrous  humour,  the  whimfies  of  her 
lady.  The  ingenious  Hibernian,  who  had 
founded  his  amufement  on  the  foibles  of 
-  the  maid,  now  determined  to  build  his  for- 
tune on  the  foibles  of  the  miftrefs.  Having 
arrayed  himfelf  in  his  new  fuit  of  green,  he 
furprifed  the  tender  Flaccilla  alone,  in  a  fe- 
queftered  fpot  of  her  favourite  wood,  to 
which  fhe  delighted  to  retire,  for  the  con- 
venience of  devouring  a  new  novel  without 
interruption.  Patrick  foon  prevailed  Qn 
her  to  quit  the  vifidnary  tale  for  a  more  en- 
gaging romance.    In  flwrt,  he  perfuaded 

her, 
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her,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  an  Irifh  peer, 
in  diigoile,  who  had  only  fubmitted  to  his 
prefent  humiliation  to  fecure  the  extatic  de- 
light, which  he  now  enjoyed,  of  throwing 
himfelf  at  her  feet.  The  fteady  impoftor 
played  his  part  with  dexterity  and  fuccefs. 
The  lady  contented  to  elope — was  married, 
and  made  miferable,  before  the  a&ivity  of 
her  friends  could  undeceive  her.  All,  in- 
deed, that  they  were  at  laft  able  to  do  for 
her  was,  to  prevail  on  the  reafonable  Pa- 
trick to  leave  his  wife  to  refledt  6n  her  cre- 
dulous imprudence,  and  to  bargain  for  a 
chance  of  future  tranquillity  at  the  expence 
of  her  fortune.  Some  inconfiderable  fhare 
of  this,  indeed,  flie  was  lucky  enough  to 
jecover  and  retain;  but  her  health  and 
jpirits  were  impaired  by  the  difgrace  of  her 
adventure,  and  her  latter  years  were  embit- 
tered by  unavailing  repentance  for  her  ab- 
furd  credulity. 

As  the  kind  of  credulity,  which  I  am 
now  fpeaking  of,  is  often  founded  on  the 
moft  arrogant  and  prepofterous  vanity,  it  is 
taodoubtedly  a  fair  fubjedt  for  comic  fatire, 

-.--*  •  and 


42  ESSAYON 

and  it  has  not  efcaped  the  lafh  of  our  mo- 
dern dramatic  authors.  The  fpirited  little 
comedy  of  two  a&s,  entided,  The  Old 
Maid,  has  exhibited  fuch  credulity  in  a  ytry 
ludicrous  and  lively  manner.  This  foible 
of  the  antiquated  virgin  can  hardly  be  ex* 
pofed  with  more  ingenious  or  more  poig- 
nant ridicule ;  I  fhall  therefore  proceed  to 
confider  it  in  the  oppofite  point  of  view, 
and  to  fhew,  that  this  very  foible,  though 
rifmg  to  a  high  degree  of  abfurdity,  may 
ftill  be  an  objett  more  worthy  of  tendernefe 
and  pity,  than  of  contempt  and  derifion. 
Inftead  of  being  the  ofFenfive  offspring  of 
arrogance  and  vanity,  it  is  frequently  the 
mere  baby  of  fimplicity  and  benevolence : 
it  often  arifes  folely  from  the  mod  natural 
and  the  moft  amiable  of  human  wifhes,  the 
wifh  of  being  beloved ;  and,  when  its  ori- 
gin is  fuch,  who  would  not  be  tender  to 
the  child  for  the  fake  of  its  parent?  As 
*  hope  is  one  of  the  moft  potent  of  our  illu- 
five  paffions,  we  cannot  wonder,  that  the 
juft  and  laudable  hope  of  finding  a  hufband 
fliould  often  cheat  the  moft  fenfible  of 

maidens 
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into  an  ffroneous  belief  of  having 
found  him.    flow  often  does  the  philofo*. 
pfoer  delude  himfelf  in  much  clearer  mat- 
ters, and  where  the  filence  of  his  heart  af- 
fords  him  not  fo  good  an  excufe  for  the 
confufiqp  of.  his  judgment !  I  have  ob- 
ferved  thiseafinefs  of  belief,  in  fbme  elderly 
virgins,  fo  perfe&ly  free  from  every  other 
blemifh,  that  I  could  not  but  lament  the 
raillery  to  which  it  is  expofed.    I  have  feen 
h  united  with  fuch  frames,  that,  inftead  of 
deriding  it  as  a  human  weaknefs,  I  have 
been  almoft  Jed  to  regard  it  as  a  gift  from 
heaven,  to  compenfate  for  the  misfortunes 
of  deformity.    The  young  and  inconfide- 
rate  cannot  lie  expected  to  view  it  in  fo  fe- 
rious  a  light;  but,  to  caution  them  from 
die  danger  of  treating  it  with  fuch  unin- 
tended cruelty  as  they  may  afterwards  re- 
gret, I  lhall  relate  the  brief  hiftory  of  -a 
lady,  whofe  fate  was  as  Angular  as  her  per* 
fon  was  unfortunate,  and  her  charafter  de- 
fending. 
Harriot  Afpin  was  the  youngeft  of  four 

filters, 
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fitters,  who  in  their  childhood  had  all  4 
profpeft  of  paffing  through  life  with  evtffl 
advantage  that  beauty  and  fortune  can  b&* 
flow.  But  deftiny  ordained  it  otherwift. 
The  extravagance  of  their  father  abridge^ 
the  portion  of  each,  and  the  little  Harriot 
had  the  additional  affliction  of  perfonal  car 
lamities.  From  a  fall  which  her  nurfe  oc* 
cafioned,  and  concealed,  fhe  contracted  | 
great  degree  of  deformity 5  and  the  injurici 
that  her  frame  had  received  from  accident 
were  completed  in  what  her  countenance 
fuffered  from  that  cruel  diftemper,  by  whicji 
beauty  was  fo  frequently  deftroyed,  before 
the  happy  introduction  of  inoculation.  Ha 
countenance  and  perfon  were  wretchedly 
disfigured  -,  but  her  mind  ftill  poflefled  the 
moft  valuable  of  mental  powers,  and  ha 
heart  was  embelliftied  by  every  generous 
affe&ion.  Her  friends  were  many;  but 
flie  had  paffed  her  fortieth  year  without 
once  hearing  the  addreffes  of  a  finglc 
lover  i  yet  the  fancied  whifper  of  this  en- 
chanting  paffioa  often  vibrated  in  her  far  \ 
6  for, 
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for,  with  a  folid  and  brilliant  underftand- 
ing,  flic  was  deeply  tin&ured  with  this  ere* 
dulous  foible*  As  ihe  advanced  towards 
fifty,  finding  her  income  very  narrow,  and 
her  fitaation  unpleafant,  ihe  took  fhelter  ii* 
the  family  of  her  favourite  lifter,  married  to 
a  good-natured  man  of  eafy  fortune ;  who, 
though  he  had  feveral  children,  very  readily 
allowed  his  wife  to  afford  an  afylum,  and 
adminifter  all  the  comforts  in  her  power  to 
this  unfortunate  relation. 

The  good  deeds  of  benevolence  rarely 
pals  unrewarded.  The  obliging  temper  of 
Harriot,  united  to  infinite  wit  and  vivacity, 
contributed  to  reftore  the  declining  health 
of  her  After,  and  enlivened  the  houfe,  into 
which  fhe  was  ib  kindly  admitted.  She 
endeared  herfelf  to  every  branch  of  it ;  but 
her  fecond  nephew,  whofe  name  is  Edward* 
became  her  principal  favourite,  and  re- 
turned her  partiality  with  more  efteem  and 
ftffe&on  than  nephews  are  ufed  to  feel  for 
an. old  maiden .  aunt.  Indeed,  there  was  a 
biking  fimilarity  in  their  characters,  for 

they 
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they  both  poflfeffed  af  venr  tacomnri 
tienof  wit,  with  extreme  general 
good-nature.  Harriot  had  the  mo 
&6t  penetration  into  the  foibles  of 
*fc#a&er  btit  her  own,  and  had  tin 
freeing  them  with  ftich  tender  and  i 
*tttt&$  that  fhe  preferred  her  nephew, 
tonffitutfofi  Was  amorous  and  vain>  i 
Aiou&nd:  follies,  into  which  the  gidd! 
fife  paffions  would  otherwife  have  b< 
him;  and,  what  is  (till  more  to  her  h 
when  he  was  really  fatten  into  fome  ji 
ierape,  which  fbmetimes  would  happ 
n£ver  failed  to  affift  him,  both  with 
advice,  and  the  private  aid  of  foci 
fums  of  money  as  fhe  always  contrr 
five  from  her  (lender  income,  for  th 
genetous  of  purpofes.  By  her  laft  I 
cence  of  this  nature,  fhe  had  enabh 
nephew  to  redeem  his  gold  watch, 
Edward,  who  flood  in  awe  of  his 
had  a&ually  pawned,  to  deliver  a 
and  unfortunate  girl  from  a  fpui 
houfe. 
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It  was  almoft  impoffiblc  not  to  love  a 
maiden  aunt  of  fo  engaging  a  chara&cr  j 
and  Edwsffd,  whole  affe&ions  were  natu- 
rally ardent,  loved  her,  indeed,  moft  fin-* 
cerely ;  but  his  penetration  diftovered  her 
foible,  and  the  vivacity  of  his  fpirit  often 
tempted  him  to  {port  with  it-  Hitherto, 
however,  he  had  done  fo  in  the  moft  harm- 
left  manner;  but  a  circumftance  arofc, 
which  fully  proved  the  danger  of  this  ordi- 
nary diverfion.  Edward,  being  a  younger 
brother,  was  deligned  for  the  profelfion  of 
phyfic.  He  had  ftudied  at  Edinburgh,  and, 
returning  from  thenee  to  London,  had 
brought  with  him  a  medical  friend,  who 
was  a  native  of  Savoy,  and  was  preparing 
to  fettle  as  a  phyfician  at  Turin*  In  the 
gaiety  of  his  heart,  Edward  informed  his 
aunt  Harriot,  that  he  had  provided  her 
with  a  huiband ;  and  he  enlarged  on  the 
excellent  qualities  of  his  friend.  The  Sa- 
voyard was  extremely  polite,  and,  either 
3ttrafted  by  the  pleafantry  of  her  conver- 
fioon,  or  touched  with  medical  pity  for  the 
ii  linking 
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ftriking  infelicity  of  her  diftorted  frame*  he 
had  paid  particular  attention  to  Mifs  Afpin  j 
for,  being  yet  under  fifty,  flie  had  not  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  Mrs.  This  particular 
attention  was  full  fufficient  to  convince  the 
credulous  Harriot,  that  her  nephew  was  fc- 
rious;  but  fhe  was  unluckily  confirmed  in 
that  illufion,  by  his  faying  to  her  one  even* 
ing,  cc  Well,  my  dear  aunt,  my  friend  is  to 

r 

"  leave  England  on  Monday;  coniider, 
upon  your  pillow,  whether  you  will  pals 
the  Alps,  to  fettle  with  him  for  life,  and 
let  me  know  your  decifion  before  the 
week  expires."  The  iportive  Edward 
was  very  far  from  fuppofing,  that  thefe  idle 
words  could  be  produ&ive  of  any  fatal 
event  -,  for  the  health  of  his  aunt  was  fuch, 
that  he  confidered  his  propofal  of  eroding 
the  Alps  full  as  extravagant  as  if  he  had 
propofed  to  her  to  fettle  in  the  moon* 
but  let  youth  and  vigour  remember,  that 
they  feldom  can  form  a  juft  eftimatc 
of  the  wiflies,  the  thoughts,  and  feel- 
ings of  infirmity ! — Poor  Harriot  had  no 
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fooner  retired  to  her  chamber,  than  (he  en- 
tered into  a  profound  debate  with  a  fa- 
vourite maid,  who  ufed  to  fleep  in  her  room, 
concerning  the  dangers  of  eroding  the 
Alps,  and  the  ftate  of  her  health.  In  this 
debate  both  her  heart  and  her  fancy  played 
the  part  of  very  able  advocates,  and  de- 
fended a  weak  caufe  by  an  aftonifhing  va- 
riety of  arguments  in  its  favour.  They  ut- 
terly overpowered  her  judgment  i  but  they 
could  not  bias  die  founder  fentence  of 
Molly,  who  was  feated  on  the  bench  on  this 
occafion.  This  honeft  girl,  who  happened 
to  have  a  real  lover  in  England,  had  many 
motives  to  diffuade  hermiftrefs  from  an  ex- 
travagant project  of  fettling  in  a  foreign 
country;  and  (he  uttered  as  many  rcafons 
to  poor  Harriot  againft  the  paflage  of  the 
Alps,  as  were  urged  to  the  fon  of  Amilcar 
by  his  Carthaginian  friends,  when  he  firft 
talked  of  traverfingthofe  tremendous  moun- 
tains. The  debate  was  very  warm  on  both 
fides,  and  fupported  through  the  greateft 
part  of  the  night.  The  fpirited  Harriot 
.   Vol.  I.  E  was 
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was  horribly  fatigued  by  the  difcourfe,  but 
utterly  unconvinced  by  die  forcible  argu-  - 
ments  of  her  opponent.    She  even  be- 
lieved that  the  journey  would  prove  a  re- 
medy for  her  afthmatic  complaints*  her 
defire  of  a  matrimonial  cftablifhment  was 
full  as  efficacious  as  the  vinegar  of  Hanni- 
bal, and  die  Alps  melted  before  it.    At  the 
dawn  of  day  fhe  had  pofirivcly  determined 
to  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  amiable  Sa- 
voyard.    The  peace  of  mind,  which  this 
decifion  produced,  afforded   her  a   fhort 
(lumber  ;  but  on  waking,  (he  was  very  far 
from  being  refreftied,  and  found  that  her 
unhappy  frame  had  fuffered  fo  much  from 
the  agitation  of  her  fpirit,  and  the  want  of 
her  ufual  deep,  that  (he  was  unable  to  ap- 
pear at  breakfaft.    This,  however,  was  a 
circumftance  too  common  to  alarm  the  fa- 
mily; for  though  her  chearfulnefs  never 
forfook  her,  yet  her  little  portion  of  ftreftgth 
*ras  frequently  exhaufted,  and  her  breath 
often  feemed  on  the  very  point  of  depart- 
ing from  her  diminutive  body.    Towards 

noon, 
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noon,  her  fiftcr  entered  her  chamber,  to 
make  a  kind  enquiry  concerning  her  health. 
It  was  a  warm  day  in  fpring;  yet  Harriot, 
who  was  extremely  chilly,  had  feated  her- 
fetf  in  a  litde  low  chair,  by  the  fide  of  a 
large  fire.    Her  feet  were  ftrangely  twilled 
together,  and,  leaning  forward  to  reft  her 
elbow  on  her  knee,  lhe  fupported  her  head 
on  her  right  hand.    To  the  afie&ionate 
queftions  of  her  fitter  £he  made  no  reply, 
but,  ftarting  from  her  reverie,  walked  with 
apparent  difficulty  acrafs  the  chamber,  and, 
faying,  with  a  feeble  and  fainting  voice,  "  I 
*  can  never  p*fi  the  Alps/9  funk  down  on 
die  fide  of  her  bed,  and  with  one  deep  figh, 
but  without  any  convulfive  ftruggle,  ex- 
pired.    Whether  the  much-injured  and  de- 
fective organs  of  her  life  were  completely 
worn  out  by  time,  or  whether  the  conflift 
of  <Ufferent  affedions,  which  had  harraffed 
herlpirit  through  the  night,  really  ihortened 
her  exiftence,  the  all-feeing  author  of  it  can 
alone  detcrminfe.    It  is  certain,  however, 
Art  her  death,  and  the  peculiar  circum- 
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ftancte  attending  it,  producfed  among  her 
relations  the  moft  poignant  affii&ion.  As 
(he  died  without  one  convulfive  motion, 
her  filler  could  hardly  believe  her  to  be 
dead  {  and  as  this  good  lady  had  not  at- 
tended to  the  levities  of  her  fon  Edward, 
fhe  could  not  comprehend  the  laft  words  of 
Harriot,  till  her  faithful  fervant  gave  a  full 
and  honeft  account  of  the  nightly  conver- 
sation which  had  palled  between  herfelf  and 
her  departed  miftrefs.  As  her  nephew  Ed- 
ward was  my  intimate  friend,  and  I  well 
knew  his  regard  for  this  Angular  little  be- 
ing, I  haftened  to  him  the  firft  moment 
that  I  heard  fhe  was  no  more.  I  found 
him  under  the  ftrongeft  impreffion  of  re- 
cent grief,  and  in  the  midft  of  that  felf- 
accufation  fo  natural  to  a  generous  lpirit 
upon  fuch  an  occafion.  I  endeavoured  to 
comfort  him,  by  obferving,  that  death, 
which  ought,  perhaps,  never  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  evil,  might  furely  be  efteemed 
a  blefling  to  a  perfon,  whofe  unfortunate 
infirmities  of  body  muft  undoubtedly  hav$ 

been 
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been  a  fource  of  incefiant  fuffering.    Alas ! 
my  dear  friend,  he  replied,  both  my  heart 
and  my  underftanding  refule  to  fubferibe  to 
the  ideas,  by  which  you  fo  kindly  try  to 
confole  me.     I   allow,  indeed,  that  her 
frame  was  unhappy,  and  her  health  moft 
delicate ;  but  who  had  a  keener  relifh  of  all 
the  genuine  pleafures  which  belong  to  a 
lively  and  a  cultivated  mind,,  and  ftill  more, 
of  all  thofe  higher  delights,  which  are  at 
once  the  teft  and  the  reward  of  a  benevo- 
lent heart  ?  It  is  true,  fhe  had  her  foibles ; 
but  what  right  had  I  to  fport  with  them  ? 
to  me  they  ought  to  have  been  particularly 
(acred ;  for  fhe  never  looked  upon  mine,  but 
with  the  moft  generous  indulgence.     Poor 
Harriot !  he  would  frequendy  exclaim.  Poor 
aunt  Harriot !  I  have  bafely  abridged  thy 
very  weak,  but  not  unjoyous  exiftence,  by 
die  moft  unthinking  barbarity.  I  will,  how- 
ever, be  tender  to  thy  memory  j  and  I  wifh 
that  I  could  warn  the  world  againft  the  dan- 
gerous cruelty  of  jefting  with  the  credulity 
of  every  being  who  may  refemble  thee. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

On  the  Jfi&ation  of  Old  Maids. 

N  the  lift  of  thofe  foibles  which  mod 
frequently  expofe  their  pofleffor  to  ridi- 
cule and  contempt,  we  may  juftly  place  af- 
fectation i  it  aflumes,  indeed,  a  thoufand 
different  fhapes,  but  in  whatever  form  it 
appears,  it  is  fo  far  from  obtaining  the  af- 
fection or  the  applaufe,  which  it  anxioufly 
folictts,  that  it  is  fometimes  obferved  to 
render  eve©  youth  and  beauty  difgufting. 
What  then  muft  its  influence  be,  when  it 
obtrudes  itfelf  upon  our  fight  in  the  ftiflf  fi- 
gure, and  with  the  hard  features,  of  the  an- 
tiquated virgin  ?  Yet  the  fituation  of  the 
Old  Maid  has,  perhaps,  a  particular  ten- 
dency to  produce  and  cherifh  this  foible. 
Having  found  that  her  natural  charms  have 
not,  in  the  fhort  period  of  their  bloom, 
.  been  fo  fortunate  as  fhe  wifhed,  fhe  may 
eafily  be  tempted  to  affeCt,  either  fuch 
graces  as  fhe  retains  no  longer,  or  fuch  new 
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attractions  as  fhe  thinks  may  become  her 
maturer  feafon  of  life.  A  minute  obferver 
may  perceive  many  different  kinds  of  af« 
fe&ation  in  this  fingle  chara&er  %  butlfhall 
confine  myfelf  to  three,  which  I  have  parti* 
culariy  remarked  in  the  fifterhood;  and 
thefe  are,  aa  affectation  of  youth,  an  affec- 
tation of  a  certain  cenforiai  importance, 
and  an  afic&ation  of  extreme  fenfibili- 
ty.  The  firft,  if  not  the  moft  ridiculous, 
is,  I  think,  die  moft  common.  We  can* 
not  enter  an  aflembly-room,  without  feeing 
many  virgins  of  this  defcription,  who,  with 
die  heavy  wing  of  the  beetle,  affeft  the 
dve  motions  of  the  butterfly.  The 
l-hearted  Old  Maid,  who  confiders  age 
as  the  great  obftacle  to  that  tender  con- 
nedtion  which  is  the  objeft  of  her  juft  de- 
fire,  is  tempted  to  hazard  every  expedient 
to  conceal  the  advances  of  this  inexorable 
power.  But  age  is  a  jealous  tyrant,  and 
every  effort  of  the  faded  virgin  to  proclaim 
herfclf  free  from  its  influence,  tends  only  to 
make  her  feci  the  utmoft  feverity  of  its  do- 
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minion.  <  I  therefore  entreat  the  fifterhood 
to  refleft,  that  every  injudicious  and  unfea- 
fonable  attempt  to  pleafe,  is  generally  pro- 
ductive of  difguft.  I  advife  them  to  avoid 
every  kind  of  perfohal  decoration,  which 
cuftom  has  in  any  degree  appropriated  to 
youth,  and,  above  all,  the  ufe  of  pink  ri- 
bands, to  which  they  have  a  particular  pro- 
penfity.  A  wag  of  my  acquaintance  de* 
clares,  that  he  looks  upon  every  Old  Maid, 
who  arrays  herfclf  in  ornaments  of  this  co- 
lour, as  a  veffel  difplaying  fignals  of  diftrefs, 
and  inviting  every  bold  adventurer  to 
haften  to  her  reliefs  but,  as  the  cruelty  of 
man  is  apt  to  contemplate  diftrefs  of  this 
nature  without  a  particle  of  generous  fym- 
pathy,  the  pink  enlign,  on  thefe  occafions* 
is  commonly  hoifted  in  vain.  Indeed,  the 
juvenile  Old  Maid,  if  I  may  ufe  fuch  an 
expreflion,  is  fo  perfe&ly  blind  to  her  real 
intereft,  that  fhe  often  condemns  herfelf  to 
the  very  ftate  Ihe  is  trying  to  avoid,  by  e*» 
changing  the  natural  charms,  which  flic 
might  ftill  exert  with  fuccefs,  for  the  artifi- 
cial 
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cial  attractions  which  (he  is  eager  to  ac~ 
quire.  Cofmelia  will,  I  fear,  be  an  unfor- 
tunate example  of  this  melancholy  truth* 
It  has  been  the  perverfe  deftiny  of  this  lady, 
to  lofe  all  the  advantages  that  might  be  ex- 
pefted  from  fuperior  endowments*  She 
has  appeared,  through  life,  to  defpife  the 
powers  fhe  poflefied,  and  endeavoured  to 
fix  her  empire  by  thofe  fhe  had  not.  In 
youth,  her  perfon  and  features  were  fii- 
premely  handfome  j  but  at  nineteen  fhe  was 
a  beautiful  pedant,  whofe  tongue  incef- 
fandy  counteracted  the  influence  of  her 
eyes.  She  then  negle&ed  her  drefs,  in  a 
difgufting  degree,  to  devote  herfelf,  with  an 
abfurd  affiduity,  to  the  acquifition  of  lan- 
guages. Thefe,  indeed,  fhe  attained;  but 
the  chief  efFeft  fhe  produced  by  her  learn- 
ing was,  to  frighten  her  young  acquaint- 
ance, and  aftonifh  an  old  fchoolmafter  by 
her  marvellous  intimacy  with  the  dialc&s 
of  Greece. 

Cofmelia  is  now  forty-feven.    Her  mind 
is  enriched  by  a  long  commerce  with  the 

befc 
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beft  of  ancient  and  modern  authors,  and  he* 
perfon  is  ftill  very  handfome;  but  her 
beauty  and  her  knowledge  feem  to  be  ren- 
dered ineffe&ual  by  her  rage  for  appearing 
young.  She  now  labours  to  conceal  her 
erudition,  with  an  affcftation  fuperior  to 
what  fhe  formerly  fhewed  in  difplaying  it. 
Notwithftanding  her  early  difpofitdoit  to 
pedantry,  in  the  tender  graces  of  epiftolary 
writing  (he  is  hardly  inferior  to  die  marchi- 
onefs  de  Sevigne ;  but  this  enchanting  ta- 
lent (he  very  rarely  exerts ;  for  flic  unluckily 
thinks,  that,  at  her  prefent  time  of  life,  a 
finooth  fkin  is  more  worthy  of  cafe  and  im- 
provement,  than  a  lively  imagination. 

Inftead,  therefore,  of  employing  her  pen 
in  the  compofition  of  fuch  letters  as  would 
delight  her  friends,  lhe  deferts  her  corre- 
ipondents,  and  devotes  a  great  portion  of  her 
time  to  the  more  interefting  occupation  of 
tickling  her  own  forehead  with  a  greafy 
feather.  Qualified  as  lhe  is  to  receive 
pleafure  from  books,  fhe  hardly  ever  adds 
a  volume  to  her  collection,  but  expends  as 

much 
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much  money  as  might  purchase  an  elegant 
library,  in  amaffing  all  the  various  wafhes 
that  are  faid  either  to  give  or  to  prcferve  a 
very  delicate  complexion.    She  examines 
die  adverafements  for  a  new  lotion  for  the 
fatt9  with  as  much  avidity  as  the  curious 
Old  Maid  difcovers  in  looking  into  die 
lift  of  marriages.     Having  tried  all  that 
die  newfpapers  have  celebrated,  from  the 
Milk  of  Rofes  to  the  Olympian  Dew  *  as 
their  effects,  however,  feldom  correfpond 
with  her  wiihes,  fhe  is  often  tempted  to  try 
new  inventions  of  her  own,  and  fhe  fre- 
quently  watches  the  fimmer  of   a  litde 
pipkin,  with  as  much  eagernefs  and  an* 
xiety  as  the  alchymift  ufed  to  exhibit  over 
the  veffel  that  he  expedted  to  teem  with 
his  imaginary  gold :  I  might  add,  indeed, 
with  fimilar  fuccefs ;  for,  whether  devices 
of  this  kind  have  litde  or  no  efficacy  in 
themfelves,  or  whether  her  raging  paffion 
for  a  clear  countenance  makes  the  ftrongeft 
cofinetic  appear  defeftive,  fhe   never  at- 
to  render  herfelf  more  fair,  but  fhe 

grows 
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grows  more  difcontented  with  her  com-* 
plexion.     Such  attempts,  by  leading  her  to 
look  more  frequently  in  her  mirror,  only 
confirm  her  more  and  more  in  that  moft 
grievous  apprehenfion,  that  fhe  cannot  ap- 
pear quite  fo  young  as  flic  wifhes  to  be 
thought.  This  apprehenfion  feems  to  haunt 
her  like  an  evil  genius,  and  is  for  ever 
marring  all  the  natural  grace,  both  of  her 
words  and  adions.     In  moments  when  fhe 
had  juft  enchanted  a  little  party  of  friends 
by  her  various  talents,  I  have  feen  this  un- 
fortunate foible  ftart  up,  and  diflblve  the 
fpell  of  pleafure  in  an  inftant  s  fo  that  the 
perfons  who  had  for  fome  time  heard  and 
beheld  her  with  the  higheft  admiration, 
began  to  furvey  her  with  an  odd  mixture  of 
pity  and  derifion,  which  nothing  but  the 
deference  due  to  her  fex  and  charafter  in- 
duced them  to  conceal.     This  oppreflive 
dread  of  not  appearing  young,  which  is,  in- 
deed, for  ever  prefent  to  her  fancy,  was  re- 
markably confpicuous  the  other  day,  when 
lhe  fat  for  her  pidture  to  oblige  a  relation. 
3  When 
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When  flic  call:  her  eye  upon  the  (ketch, 
after  the  firft  fitting,  in  which  the  painter* 
to  fccure  a  likenefs,  had  given  peculiar 
ftrcngth  to  his  outline,  her  vexation  arofe 
to  agony;  fhe  apprehended,  that  all  the 
fpe&ators  of  her  portrait  would  read  the 
horrid  words,  forty-Jeven^  in  every  line  of 
her  countenance.  This  idea  continued  to 
prey  on  her  mind  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
when  (he  afcended  a  fecond  time  into  the 
fitting  chair  of  the  painter,  her  features  ex- 
hibited more  vifible  terror,  than  thofe  lovely 
vifiims,  Anne  Boleyn  and  the  Qgeen  of 
Scots,  are  faid  to  have  difcovered  when  they 
mounted  the  block.  Indeed,  though  her 
head  was  fecure,  (he  confidered  herfelf  as 
going  to  lofe  in  effigy  the  moft  precious 
part  of  it,  namely,  that  fictitious  expreffion 
of  youth,  which  fhe  had  incefTantly  la- 
boured to  preferve ;  and  her  dread  of  this 
Jofs  arofe  to  fuch  an  aflonifhing  height, 
that  fhe  had  certainly  fallen  into  an  hyfte- 
xical  fit,  if  an  early  peep  at  the  improve- 
ment of  the  painter  had  not  happily  re* 
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lieved  her.  His  penetration  had  discovered 
her  foible ;  and,  as  he  had  known  her  inti- 
mately in  her  bloom,  he  generoufly  called 
his  recolle&ion  to  his  aid,  and  gave,  as  he 
advanced,  fo  youthful  an  air  to  her  face, 
that  it  harmonifed  with  the  wreath  of  roles, 
and  all  the  juvenile  decorations  with  which 
fhe  had  requefted  him  to  adorn  her  refem- 
blance.  Her  raptures  encreafed  with  the 
encrcafing  beauty  of  the  portrait,  which 
became  fo  young  and  lovely  in  the  laft 
fitting,  that  the  lady  gazed  upon  her  own 
image  with  fuch  doating  delight  as  almoft 
entitled  her  to  the  name  of  an  old  Nar- 
ciflus  in  petticoats. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  foible 
of'  Cofmelia's,  becaufe  it  otferfhadows  the 
luftre  of  a  brilliant  underftanding,  and  a 
Warm  benevolent  heart ;  it  is  a  fort  of  ma- 
lady, which,  though  wretched  in  its  effefts, 
if  permitted  to  gain  ground,  appears  at 
prefent  to  admit  of  a  very  eafy  cure.  Let 
her  ccafe  to  think  of  her  own  agc^  and  the 
idea  of  it  will  never  occur  unpleafantly  to 

the 


OLD       MAIDS.  63 

the  imagination  of  others.  If  fhe  could  her- 
felf  once  forget,  that  {he  is  turned  of  forty, 
(he  has  a  thoufand  attractions  by  which  fhe 
might  make  any  man  forget  it,  whole  recol* 
leftion  of  fo  unpleafant  a  circumftance  fhe 
might  particularly  wifh  to  prevent.  Let 
her  difcard  the  artificial  affeftation  of  youth* 
and  fhe  will  find  herfelf  amply  furnifhed 
with  native  powers  to  engage  both  efteem 
and  afieAion ;  for  (if  a  profaic  writer  may 
be  allowed  to  alter  a  verfe  of  Pope  for  his 
convenience)  we  may  affirm  that  Cofmelia 

Difgufts  by  nothing  but  a  rage  to  charm. 

This  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  with  the 
fecond  kind  of  affeftation,  which  I  have 
engaged  to  confider,  as  being  frequently 
found  in  the  fifterhood  •,  I  mean  the  affec- 
tation of  cenforial  importance.  The  af- 
feded  Old  Maid  of  this  charafter,  inftead 
of  endeavouring  to  appear  more  airy  and 
frolkfome  than  time  allows  her  to  be,  af- 
furnes  all  the  dignity  of  advanced  life,  and 
to  furvey,  and  to  comment  upon,  the 
$  world 
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world  with  the  afperity  of  a  Cato.  Th 
cenforial  fpirit,  that  I  now  fpeak  of,  is  en 
tirely  dimhft  from  envy  and  ill-nature 
which  are  to  form  the  fubje&s  of  my  fol 
lowing  chapter.  I  cannot  more  clearly  ex 
plain  the  peculiarities  of  this  afie&atioc 
than  by  a  little  defcription  of  Altamira,  a 
flie  is  the  mod  ftriking  example  of  th 
foible  that  ever  came  within  the  fcope  c 
my  obfervation.  Altamira  is  a  tall  virgi 
of  forty-two,  of  a  lank  and  pale  vifage,  am 
with  a  neck  as  long  and  meagre  as  that  c 
Cicero,  whom  flic  alio  refembles,  not  in 
deed  in  the  force  and  elegance,  but  in  th 
length  and  volubility,  of  her  orations  -,  foi 
unluckily,  having  a  barrifter  for  her  coufir 
(he  has  learnt  to  harangue  on  the  real  an 
imaginary  failings  of  her  acquaintance 
with  all  the  formality,  and  with  all  the  ai 
furance,  of  a  lawyer.  She  is  frequently  ob 
ferved,  in  a  large  circle,  ftretching  forth  al 
her  length  of  neck,  to  queftion  fome  diftafi 
lady  concerning  the  minute  circumftance 
of  a  fufpe&ed  intrigue,  or  to  inveigh  again! 

th 
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the  irregularities  of  fome  perfbn,  Who  is  ac- 
cidentally mentioned,  and  of  whofe  cha- 
ra&er  fhe  has  no  real  knowledge.  It  is 
hardly  poflible  to  behold  her  in  this  pofi- 
don,  without  comparing  her  to  a  poor 
goofe  upon  a  common,  who  hifies  at  every 
paflenger  without  any  provocation,  without 
any  defign  to  wound,  and  apparently  with-* 
out  any  purpofe,  but  that  of  (hewing  the 
awkwardnefs  of  its  figure*  and  the  diffo- 
nance  of  its  voice. 

Envy  and  malevolence  are  fuch  a&ive 
principles,  that  we  are  never  furprifed, 
when  perfons  under  their  influence  indulge 
themfelves  in  defcanting  on  the  frailties  of 
their  acquaintance :  but  Altamira  is  neither 
envious  nor  malignant ;  fhe  is  uncommonly 
tall,  and,  as  fhe  luckily  thinks  that  a  tall 
woman  is  the  fineft  female  production  of 
narure,  fhe  fees  nothing  to  envy  in  the  per* 
fons  of  the  little  women  around  her,  and 
looks  down  upon  the  comparative  pigmies 
with  a  kind  of  complacent  contempt.  The 
peculiar  elevation  of  her  own  figure  mif- 
•    Vol.  I.  F  leads 
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leads  her  into  a  miftaken  eftimate  of  her 
own  fex ;  but  the  fuperior  elevation  of  her 
mind  rendcta  her  ,  perfectly  juft  towards 
ours.  She  does  not  appear  to  think,  that 
the  graces  and  talents  of  man  are  at  all 
dependent  on  his  fize  or  ftature ;  and,  fo 
far  from  defpifing  any  of  her  male  acquaint- 
ance, becaufe  he  is  lhorter  than  herfelf,  fhe 
has  the  good-nature  and  condefcenfion  to 
(loop,  for  a  falute,  to  the  moft  diminutive 
of  men. 

I  was  once  inclined  to  impute  her  offen- 
five  affe£tation  of  cenforial  dignity  to  the 
mere  habit  of  haranguing,  which  (he  acci- 
dentally caught  from  her  coufin  at  the  bar ; 
or  to  a  nobler  motive,  namely,  that  ardent 
admiration  of  virtue,  which  frequently  leads 
its  pofleflbr  into  fpirited,  though  injudicious 
inve&ives  againft  the  fuppofed  adherents  of 
vice  :  but  my  friend  Sophronius,  who  loves 
to  inveftigate  every  nice  difcrimination  of 
chara&er,  and  is  very  flirewd  in  his  remarks 
upon  the  fex,  corrected  my  miftake.  In 
our  difcourfe  concerning  the  foible  of  Al- 

tamira, 
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tamira, cf  You  have  fuiely  attended  little  to 
human  nature,"  faid  my  friend, "  if  you  can 
ferioufly  believe  that  Altamira's  inceflant 
inveftives  againft  difiipation  and  inconti- 
nence, proceed  from  that  purity  and  recti- 
tude of  mind,  which  feels  and  delights  in 
contemplating  both  the  beauty  and  the  bene- 
ficence of  all  the  temperate  virtues.  If  you 
ftudy  her  character  more  attentively,  yoii 
will  difcover,  that  the  reverie  of  your  idea 
is  much  nearer  the  truth.  She  perpetually 
declaims  againft  the  intrigues  «of  inconti- 
nence, becaufe,  under  the  mafic  of  fuch  de- 
clamation,  fhe  acquires  the  privilege  of 
treating  her  own  fancy  with  thofe  licentious 
images,  on  which  it  loves  to  dwell;  and, 
believe,  me,  there  are  many  preachers  of  her 
order  in  the  fame  predicament." 

Whether  Sophronius  was  perfectly  right 
in  this  farcaftic  cenfure,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  determine ;  but  I  think  his  remark  may 
be  of  fcrvice  to  the  fifterhood,  and  I  hope  it 
will  caution  them  againft  launching  forth 
into  fuch  intemperate  orations  as  thofe  of 

F  a  Altamira, 
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Altamira,  by  fhewing  them  the  conftru&ion 
to  which  her  eloquence  is  expafed. 

But  I  quit  this  afFe&ed  cenfor  in  petti- 
coats, to  confider  an  affe&ation  of  a  more 
gentle  and  infinuating  nature,  I  mean  the 
affe  Aation  of  extreme  fenfibility.  The  Old 
Maid  is  frequendy  tpmpted  to  counterfeit 
this  fuperlarive  delicacy  of  feeling.  I  know 
a  tender  virgin  of  about  forty-fix,  who, 
having  read  in  divers  poems  and  romances^ 
that  woman  is  irrefiftible  in  tears,  has  fome- 

how  contrived  to  form  an  inexhauftible  re- 

i 

fervoir  of  water  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
her  eyes,  and,  to  captivate  every  new  ac- 
quaintance, (he  plays  off  thofe  two  radiant; 
fountains  as  readily  as  the  mailer  of  a  French 
garden  entertains  every  foreign  vifitant  by 
an  occafional  lhower  from  his  favourite  jet 
d'eau :  the  lady,  indeed,  has  this  great  ad- 
vantage over  the  gardener,  that  her  watery 
exhibition  is  never  obftru&ed  by  accident ; 
(he  can  at  all  feafons  command  both  the 
lhower  and  the  apt  occafion  to  introduce  it* 
(he  can  pluck  a  withering  flower  from  die 

nofegay 
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nofegay  in  her  bofom,  and  drop  a  tear  of 
tendernefs  in  remarking  the  tranfient  beau- 
ties of  vegetation ;  or,  if  fhe  finds  not  any 
occafion  to  weep,  fhe  can  talk  of  the  foft- 
ncfs  of  her  own  heart,  and  bring  forth  her 
tears  by  only  thinking  of  the  facility  with 
which  fhe  can  produce  them. 

Nor  does  this  affectation  appear  only  in 
a  fuperfluity  of  tears ;  it  divides  itfelf  into 
many  minute  branches,  and  all  the  little 
airs  and  apprehenfibns  of  prudery  may  be 
referred  to  this  fburce,  I  fhall  not,  how- 
ever, defcend  to  a  particular  examination  of 
thefe,  but  confine  myfelf  to  a  fingle  view  of 
this  foible  in  one  of  its  moft  whimfical  , 
lhapes,  I  mean  a  prepofterous  fondnefe  for 
the  irrational  parts  of  the  creation.  When 
the  Old  Maid  has  no  real  or  imaginary 
lover,  on  whom  fhe  can  difplaythisafFe&ed 
tendernefs,  fhe  is  fometimes  contented  to 
take  a  lap-dog,  a  parrot,  or  a  monkey,  as 
the  objeft  of  her  carefles  j  or,  if  fhe  does 
not  think  a  fingle  irrational  companion  a 
fubftitutc  for  the  noble  creaturr.o^ 

Fj  rcal^n, 
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reafon  >  fhe  collefts  a  group  of  animals,  and 
lavifhes  upon  them  diofe  delicate  endear- 
ments, which  fhe  has  no  opportunity  of  be- 
llowing upon  man. 

Orniphila  is  a  lady  who  entertains  her 
acquaintance  with  the  moft  fumptuous  dif- 
play  of  this  foible ;  for  fhe  is  unluckily  pof- 
fclTed  of  fuch  opulence,  as  enables  her  to 
indulge  her  moft  extravagant  caprice.  Or- 
niphila was  '  extremely  handfome  in  her 
youth,  and,  as  fhe  inherited  both  fortune 
and  beauty,  fhe  would  probably  have  fetded 
happily  in  marriage,  had  not  the  afFe&ation 
of  fuperlative  fenfibility  rendered  her  more 
an  objeft  of  ridicule  than  of  defire.  She 
had  the  misfortune  to  fancy,  that  true  deli* 
cacy  confifts  in  an  apparent  debility  of 
nerves,  and  fhe  therefore,  with  the  figure 
of  an  Amazon,  affefted  the  timidity  o£a 
fairy.  No  ghoft  could  ftart  with  greater 
trepidation  at  the  crowing  of  a  cock.  On 
the  fudden  beat  of  a  drum,  fhe  would  throw 
herfelf  into  a  kind  of  convulfion ;  and  fhe 
has  frequently  wifhed,  that  Heaven  had 

made 
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made  her  the  inhabitant  of  fome  more  tran- 
quil globe,  on  which  the  air  is   never 
wounded  by  any  found  more  powerful  than 
the  notes  of  a  nightingale.    'This  gentle- 
nefs  of  difpofition  did  not,  as  the  lady 
might  poffibly  wifh,  induce  any  fympathctic 
fwain  to  amufe  her  with  the  foothing  whif- 
pers  of  love.     She  became  an  Old  Maid ;  . 
and,  as  fhe  approached  the  age  of  forty, 
perceiving  that  fhe  wanted  fbmething  to 
carefs,  fhe  began  to  provide  herfelf  with  a 
train  of  animals,  which  fhe  has  enlarged  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  herhoufe  is  a  kind  of  little 
ark,  though  I  believe  it  tends  rather  to  de- 
ftroy,  than  to  preferve,  the  life  of  the  various 
creatures  it  admits.     Whether  fhe  is  of- 
fended by  that  negleft  which  fhe  has  expe- 
rienced from  mankind,  or  whether  a  paflion 
for  animals  annihilates  our  regard  towards 
our  own  fpecies,  may  admit  of  difpute ;  but 
it  is  certain,  that  her  attachment  to  birds, 
dogs,  and  monkies,  which  has  grown,  per- 
haps, from  an  affe&ed  tendernefs  into  a  real 
paflion,  appears  to  have  rendered  Orniphila 

F  4  utterly 
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utterly  infenfible  to  the  merit  of  human  na* 
ture.  She  profefles  to  have  an  feverfion  to 
children,  becaufe  (he  is  diftra&ed  by  their 
noife ;  yet,  fo  inconfiftent  is  affe&ation,  (he 
has  chofen  for  her  conftant  companion,  and 
even  for  her  bedfellow,  a  great  furly  Pome-* 
ranian  dog,  whofe  incefiant  barking  is  more 
©ffenfively  loud  than  die  molt  noify  infant 
that  ever  fqualled  in  a  cradle !  She  has 
many  nephews  and  nieces,  to  whom  little 
prefents  of  money  would  be  very  accept- 
able 5  but  Orniphila  will  not  beftow  even  a 
crown  to  treat  one  of  thefe  children  with  a 
play;  yet  (he  will  frequently  throw  away  a 
guinea  to  purchafe  a  little  fruit  from  a  hot- 
houfe,  as  a  delicious  indulgence  to  her  old 

talking  parrot, Our  foibles,  like  our 

vices,  are  very  fruitful  fources  of  vexation 
and  diftrefs ;  and  I  happened  to  be  an  ocular 
witnefs  of  a  very  heavy  puntfhment,  which 
accident  inflifted  on  the  unamiable  weak- 
nefs  of  Orniphila.  As  fiie  does  me  the 
honour  to  rank  me  among  her  diftant  re- 
lations, and  as  (he  thinks  I  have  fome 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  natural  hiftory,  fhe  lately  lent 
me  a  very  preffing  invitation  to  tea,  that 
fbc  might  conflilt  me  on  a  new  foreign 
bird  juft  prefented  to  her  by  one  of  her 
dependents.    I  was  pleafed  to  find  two  of 
her  nieces,  and>  their  brother,  admitted  to 
her  tea-table.    The  girls,  who  are  almoft 
women,  were  going  from  fchool  to  their  ' 
parents  in  the  country.    The  boy,  a  lively 
lad  of  thirteen,  was  juft  arrived  from  Eton, 
to  efcort  his  fitters,  and  appeared  to  divert 
himfelf  not  a  little  with  the  oddities  of  his 
aunt*     She  is  always  feen,  like  Circe,  fur- 
rounded  with  animals.    A  few  tame  litde 
birds,  who  fly  unconfined  about  her  cham- 
ber, are  generally  perched  on  her  lhoulder 
or  her  cap ;  the  fat  Pomeranian  *  when  he  is 
not  growling,  repofes  at  her  feet;  and  a 
large  fquirrel  occafionaUy  peeps  from  her 
pocket,  as  he  is  indulged  with  a  kind  of 
banquetting-houfe  under  her  hoop:  but  of 
all  the  creatures  who  ufually  refide  in  her 
room,  the  mod  ftriking  is  a  very  large 
and  magnificent,  but  ill-tempered  mackaw. 

The 
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The  two  girls  had  contemplated  the  fine 
plumage  of  this  bird  with  great  admiration, 
which  he  appeared  to  return ;  for,  allured 
perhaps  by  an  ornament  of  flowers  which 
fhe  wore  in  her  cap,  he  hopped,  on  a  fud- 
den,  from  his  (land  upon  the  head  of  the 
eldeft.  The  poor  girl  was  exceedingly 
alarmed,  and  her  brother  haftened,  with  in* 
finite  good-humour,  to  her  relief.  He,  at 
firft,  endeavoured  to  remove  the  bird  very 
gently;  but  the  mackaw  did  not  chufe  to 
relinquifh  his  prize,  and,  in  a  fcuffle  which 
cnfued,  tore  off  the  thumb-nail  of  his  oppo- 
nent. In  the  keen  refentment  which  this 
violent  anguifh  produced,  the  young  Eto- 
nian exerted  all  his  ftrength,  and  wrung  off 
the  neck  of  his  antagonift,  without  a  (ingle 
reflection  on  the  feelings  of  his  aunt.  Or- 
niphila,  who  was  utterly  unaffe&ed  by  the 
wound  of  her  nephew,  fell  into  extreme 
agonies  on  beholding  the  mangled  body  of 
her  favourite  bird;  and,  leaving  all  her 
gucfts  to  take  fuch  care  as  they  could  of 
thcmfelves,  (he  fummoncd  her  fervants  to 

convey 
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convey  her  inftantly  to  bed,  for  the  cala- 
mity rendered  her  unable  to  fupport  her 
own  frame.  I  have  not  feen  her  fuice,  and 
nothing,  I  believe,  will  ever  tempt  me  ta 
vifit  her  again,  as  I  hear  that,  inftead  of 
atoning  for  her  ill  behaviour,  fhe  fent  for 
her  lawyer  the  next  morning,  and  made  him 
erafe  from  her  will  the  name  of  the  fpirited 
youth,  who  had  excited  her  implacable  re- 
lentment  by  ridding  the  world  of  her  mif- 
chievous  mackaw.  But  if  this  litde  book 
engages  her  attention,  as  I  intend  it  Ihall,  1 
tnift  it  may  induce  her  to  correct  her  in- 
juftice,  and  to  double  the  legacy  which  (he 
fo  haftily  cancelled. 

I  Ihall  here  take  an  opportunity  of  doing 
juftice  to  my  old  acquaintance  Petraea,  who 
is  fuppofed,  by  many  people,  to  be  a  per- 
feft  model  of  the  refined  affedfcation  which 
1  am  now  confidcring,  and  to  boaft  of  ex- 
quifite  fenfibility,  with  a  heart  harder  than 

marble. 

Petraa  is  perpetually  engaged  by  a  tra- 
gedy or  novel,  which  (he  reads  with  infi- 
nite 
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nitc  avidity,  and  a  profufion  of  tears :  you 
would  fuppofe  her,  in  thefe  moments,  the 
open-handed  daughter  of  pity  $  but,  if  the 
ideal  hero  or  heroine,  whofe  diftrefles  have 
convulfed  her  bofom  with  fympathy,  could 
ftart  into  real  life,  and  afk  the  fympathetic 
Petrsea  for  five  {hillings,  there  would  be  an 
end  of  her  fympathy ;  her  open  heart  trould 
conttadt,  and  become  as  clofdy  puckered 
up  as  her  purfe.  Yet  the  tendernefs  of 
Petraea  is  not  affe&ation,  as  I  once  erro- 
neoufly  believed.  Having  ftudied  her  with 
attention,  I  am  at  length  convinced,  that 
her  tender  feelings  are  genuine,  and  that 
her  true  charafter,  which  is  that  of  huma- 
nity, will  always  fhew  itfelf  in  its  natural 
colours,  except  when  it  is  overclouded  by 
avarice,  that  cold  and  gloomy  paffion,  which 
is  not  only  apt  to  deal  over  advanced  life, 
but  to  prevail  more  in  celibacy  than  in 
wedlock  !  It  was  the  following  little  inci- 
dent which  confirmed  my  prefent  opinion 
of  Petraea:— During  one  of  my  vifxts  to 
her,  a  clergyman  came  in,  whom  we  both 
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efteem  as  a  man  of  veracity  and  virtue* 
He  told  a  ftory  of  lingular  diftrefs,  that  had 
jufl:  befallen  a  family  not  unknown  to  us. 
The  faAs  were  well  related,  and  the  lady 
was  much  affe&ed;  but,  in  the  clofe  of  his 
narration!  the  good  man  happening  to  drop 
a  companionate  hint  of  a  five  guinea  fub- 
icription,  die  gufhing  tears  of  Petrsea  were 
fuddenly  difperfed ;  her  eyes  became  fe- 
vcre  $  her  lips,  pale  and  trembling,  began 
to  mutter  doubts  concerning  the  worthi- 
nefe  which  fhe  had  juft  acknowledged; 
(he  then  entered  on  a  nonfenfical  differta- 
tion  on  the  frequency  of  impoftures,  and 
the  propriety  of  people's  fufFering  for  im- 
prudence. 

The  fenfible  divine  perceived  the  rock 
on  which  his  charitable  hopes,  were  now 
fplitting;  and,  avoiding  it  with  great  dex- 
terity, he  pointed  out  to  her  a  line  of  con- 
dud,  in  which  her  weight  and  intereft 
might  relieve  the  diftreffed  family  without 
expending  a  {hilling*  The  heart  of  Petrsea 
now  opened  again ,  fhe  cordially  promifed 

her 
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I  muft  not  clofe  a  chapter  on 
without  a  few  remarks  on  one 
this  foible,  which  doferyes'm; 
attention,  not  only  as  being  pec 
Maids,  but  as  having  a  great 
injure  fuch  well-meaning  aud 
felf,  who,  in  treating  fubjefts 
nicety,  are  unavoidably  expofc 
frowns  and  grimaces  of  prud 
ftru&ion. 

I  mean  the  affe&ation  of  fuj 
licacy,  both  in  fentiments  an 
Many  pure  and  prim  virgins  a 
by  this  foible,  into  very  ludicr 
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nice  perfons  are  full  of  nafly  ideas.  In- 
deed the  head  of  the  over-delicate  Old 
Mud  may  be  aptly  compared  to  the  foul 
caflc,  in  which,  according  to  the  expreffion 
of  Horace,  the  pureft  infufion  immediately 
turns  four.  By  ladies  of  this  defcription, 
a  word  of  the  moft  harmlefs  fignification  is 
confidered  as  obfcene,  and  the  language  of 
religion  herfelf  is  arraigned,  as  fit  only  for 
a  brothel. 

The  moft  confummate  model,  that  I  can 
recoiled,  of  this  common  chara&er,  the 
over-delicate  Old  Maid,  is  a  lady,  who  has 
been  diftinguiflied,  for  fome  years,  among 
her  acquaintance,  by  the  appellation  of 
Mifs  Delia  Dainty*  From  her  unparal- 
Iekd  delicacy  flie  has  obtained  the  rare 
privilege  of  preferring  the  tide  of  Mifs  to 
the  advanced  age  of  feventy.  The  extreme 
nicety  of  her  ideas  was  difplayed  by  the  fol- 
lowing litde  incident,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two:— Her  father,  a  rich,  honeft,  and 
rough  country  gentleman,  inherited,  from 
a  more  elegant  uncle,  a  noble  houfe,  with 
n  fome 


part    01    nis  marble   treafures 
thought  the  extreme   freedom 
arc  could  excite  any  painful  fui 
modeft  fair  ones  of  his  neig 
When  the  father  of  Mifs  Dainl 
to  thefe  poffeffions,  the  ftatues 
this  decent  ftate :  it  had  been  tl 
modefty  herfelf  could  require  no 
but  Delia,  who  examined  thefe 
of  antiquity  with   uncommon 
difcovered  a  beautiful  marble 
unprovided  with  a  veil.    As 
was  fitting  in  a  very  quiet  pofiti 
mailer  had  never  entertained  ar 
any  eye  could  be  (larded  at  his  a 
but  calm  as  the  creature  fat,  he  t 
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his  Favourite  ftatue,  and  rallied  his  daughter 
rather  coarfely  on  her  new  invention,  as  he 
called  it,  of  putting  a  dog  into  breeches. 
It  was  reported,  at  the  time,  that  the  Confi- 
derate  'Iquire  (who  was  very  familiar  and 
jocofe  With  a  facetious  divine,  that  lived 
with  him  as  a  chaplain)  made  the  do&or 
an  immediate  offer  of  his  daughter,  with  a 
handibme  portion.  The  ftory  went  farther, 
and  it  was  faid,  that  the  divine,  who  lived 
in  the  habit  of  returning  his  patron's  jocu- 
larity, thanked  him  for  the  honour,  but 
begged  leave  to  decline  it,  declaring  that 
he  could  never  venture  on  fo  delicate  a 
wife,  fince  he  apprehended,  that  a  lady, 
who  required  fuch  decorum  from  a  hound 
in  marble,  would  hardly  allow  her  hufband 
to  wear  his  nofe  uncovered. 

I  will  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this 
anecdote ;  but  it  is  certain,  not  only  that 
Mifs  Dainty  has  remained  unmarried,  but 
that  flie  has  exerted  her  delicacy,  on  all  oc- 
caQons,  in  palling  a  fevere  cenfure  on  the 
language  of  clergymen  $  who  are  very  apt, 

Vol.  I.  G  fhe 
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fhe  fays,  even  in  the  pulpit,  to  run  into  im- 
modeft  allufions.  It  was  in  confcquence 
of  this  wondferful  nicety  of  apprehenfion, 
that  fhe  once  fent  her  Abigail,  with  an 
angry  meflage  to  the  young  curate  erf"  her 
parifh,  reprimanding  him  for  having  ufed 
the  word  carnal  in  his  laft  fermon,  ami 
commanding  him  never  to  wound  her  ears 
any  more  by  fo  grofs  an  exprcflion.  It 
happened,  I  thinks  about  the  forty-third 
year  of  her  life,  that  fhe  refufed  fubferibing 
to  the  charity  for  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel,  becaufe  the  direftors  of  that  piou* 
and  noble  inftitution  infulted,  fhe  faid, 
every  chafte  and  refined  ear,  by  ufing  a  word 
fo  very  grofs  as  die  term  propagation.  Thtf 
clergyman,  who  applied  to  her  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  was  both  piqued  and  diverted  by 
her  refufal  to  contribute  j  and,  poflefling  a 
confiderable  fhare  of  fatirical  humour,  he 
thought  proper  to  punifh  her  uncharitable 
delicacy  by  an  epigram,  which  was  eagerly 
circulated  among  the  lady's  acquaintance. 

With 
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With  this  unpiiblifhed  little  piece  of  poe- 
tical raillery,  I  fhall  terminate  this  chapter. 
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ON   MISS    DELIA    DAINTY. 

f  bat  prim  Delia  Dainty  muft  die  an  Old  Maid 
Is  declared  in  the  took,  where  our  lots  are  dif- 

play'd; 
Nor  could  Hymen  bimfelf  bad  be  bold  of  bet 

bandy 
Contrive  this  decree  of  tbe  Fates  Jbould  not 

•  ft  and -y 
For  bad /be  accepted  an  offer  bf  marriage, 
So  nice  is  btr  ear,  and  Jo  modeft  her  carriage  i 
That  when  to  tbe  altar  jhe  went  as  a  bride, 
Before  tbe  eh  aft e  knot  of  the  church  could  be  tied, 
Tbe  pure  words  of  tbe  rite  Jhe  would  cenfure  • 

tnaft  keenly. 
And  cry,  Hold,  wicked  prieft  !  you  are  talking 

tbfcenefyi 
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CHAP.      V. 

0#  #*  Envy  and  Ill-nature  of  Old  Maids. 

I  HAVE  hitherto  confidered  only  thofe 
foibles  in  the  ancient  virgin*  which  ex- 
pofe  her  to  derifion  5  I  am  now  to  ipeak  of 
more  ferious  defedts,  of  qualities  which  ne- 
ver fail  to  render  their  unhappy  pofleflbr 
an  objedt  of  abhorrence.  It  is  a  common 
idea,  I  hope  I  may  call  it  a  vulgar  preju- 
dice, that  Old  Maids  are  peculiarly  infefted 
with  envy  and  ill -nature ;  and  this  general 
opinion  may  partly  account  for  the  extreme 
cruelty  which  the  fifterhood  has  experi- 
enced, for  their  being  univerfally  treated, 
according  to  the  obfervation  of  a  great 
moralift,  "  as  the  refufe  of  the  worl$l." 
Litde,  indeed,  would  be  their  claim  to 
compaflion  and  regard,  if  they  were  par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed  by  thefe  deteftable 
chara&eriftics ;  but  I  am  firmly  perfuaded, 

that> 
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that,  in  the  circle  of  every  one's  acquaint- 
ance, many  individuals  of  this  order  may 
be  found,  who  are  not  only  free  from  the 
vices   in   queftion,  but  eminently  graced 
with  the  very  oppofite   virtues.     If,    in 
fpeaking  of  Old   Maids  colle&ively,  we 
muft  allow  them  to  be  envious,  we  may  at 
leaft  apologife  for  the  fifterhood,  by  ob- 
serving, that  they  are  not  more  envious 
than  every  clafs  of  beings  who  (land  in  a 
fimilar  predicament.     In  the  fine  arts,  it 
has  been  remarked  through  every  age,  that 
envy  rarely  fails  to  infedt  the  tribe  of  un- 
fuccefsful  adventurers.     In  painting   and 
fculpture,  in  mufic,  and  every  branch  of  li- 
terature, the  moft  exquifite  produftions  of 
applauded  genius  have  been  infulted  by  the 
envious  and  malevolent  ftri&ures  of  difap- 
pointed  vanity.     Now,  the  fair  fex  may  be 
coniidered  as  ftuaents  in  the  moft  impor- 
tant and  the  moft  delicate  of  all  arts,  the 
art  of  pleafing ;  and,  of  courfe,  the  Old 
Maid  may  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of 
unfiiccdsful  artifts,  when  (he  has  loft^the 
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chance  of  obtaining  the  golden  chain  of 
Hymen,  that  honourable  prize,  which  (he 
has  probably  exerted  her  utmoft  (kill  tQ 
Require,  and  which  is  generally  beftowed 
pn  every  tolerable  proficient  in  the  art  th# 
flie  endeavoured  to  pradtife. 

Confidered  in  this  point  of  yicw,  the 
Old  Maid  has  generally  a  mQre  reafonable 
ground  for  difcontent  and  inveftiye,  thai) 
the  neglefted  painter  or  poet.     The  ap* 
plaufe  of   the  public  is  not   often  mif- 
placed :    thofe  laurel  wreaths,  which   are 
the  chief  incitements,  and  frequently  the 
fole-  rewards,  of  genius,  are  commonly  be- 
ftowed by  the  hand  of  juftice  herfelf  j  but 
the  chaplets  of  Hymen  are  promifcuoufly 
diftributed  by  intereft,  ambition,  and  ca- 
price.    The  mortified  and  neceffitous  artift, 
who  vents  his  fpleen  againft  his  fuccefsful 
and  opulent  rival,  is  generally  guilty  of  in- 
juftice  and  detra&ion  ag^nft  talents  and 
induftry  fair  fuperior  to  his  own ;  but  the 
Old  Maid,  who  is  betrayed  into  envious 
pxpreffions  concerning  the  comforts  and  " 

thp 


OLD      MAIDS.  87 

the  iplendor  of  the  married  damfc,  has  often 
a  better  title  to  thofe  comforts  and  that 
iplendor,  than  the  more  fortunate  lady  by 
whom  ftic  fees  them  poflefled. 

Let  us  run  this  parallel  a  litde  farther,  it 
will  be  found  yet  more  to  the  advantage  of 
the  ancient  virgin. 

The  failing  artift  is  hardly  ever  wounded  - 
or  provoked  by  the  infolent  or  contume- 
lious behaviour  of  an  exalted  antagonift. 
There  is  a  magnanimity  in  true  genius, 
more  inclined  to  pity  the  vexations,  and  to 
relieve  the  neceffities,  than  to  deride  the 
weaknefs  and  incapacity  of  his  unfuccefsful 
competitors.  It  is  juft  the  reverie  with  the 
unfortunate  Old  Maid :  her  folitary  diftrefs, 
and  her  curious  ignorance,  are  for  ever  in- 
fulted  by  the  fupercilious  knowledge,  and 
the  arrogant  importance,  of  many  luckier 
females,  initiated  in  thofe  fplendid  and  ho- 
nourable myfteries,  to  which  fhe  is  unhap- 
pily a  ftranger. 

From  the  preceding  view  of  their  pe- 
culiar bardfhips  and  provocations,  I  may 
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venture  to  aflert,  that  a  flight  tin£hire  of 
envy  is  more  pardonable  in  the  fifterhood, 
than  in  any  clafs  of  beings  whatever. 

I  mean  not  to  appear  as  the  apologift  of 
envy,  when  it  exerts  its  moft  baneful  in- 
fluence, and  burfts  out  into  attive  malig- 
nity. When  it  grows  to  this  height,  it  is 
at  once  the  moft  abfurd  and  the  moft 
odious  of  vices;  abfurd,  becaufe  it  purfues 
torment  for  pleafure,  and  odious,  a$  the 
enemy  of  all  focial  delight.  It  certainly 
deferves  no  quarter  wherever  it  may  be 
found,  and  particularly  none  when  it  exift* 
among  the  fifterhood,  becaufe  there  is 
hardly  a  creature  to  be  found  on  the  earth 
more  deteftable  in  itfelf,  and  more  perni- 
cious to  all  around  it,  than  the  a&ive  and 
officious  Old  Maid,  who  is  for  ever  goaded 
by  this  malignant  paflion. 

Envy  is  a  difeafe  moft  prevalent  in  vain, 
in  narrow,  and  uncultivated  minds ;  and  I 
have  obferved,  that  the  moft  envious  of  the 
ancient  virgins  are  generally  perfons  who, 
in  their  youth,  have  amufed  themfelves 

with 
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with  the  moft  haughty  expectations,  in  con- 
fequence  either  of  perfonal  Or  pecuniary 
advantages.  As  the  fined  Burgundy,  when 
lpoiled,  produces  the  moft  poignant  vine- 
gar, the  fuperannuated  beauty  turns  into 
the  fharpeft  and  moft  acrimonious  Old 
Maid  -,  her  ill-nature,  in  declining  life,  is 
proportioned  to  that  proud  and  imaginary 
value  which  fhe  vainly  fet  upon  her  youth- 
ful graces.  The  negleft  that  thofe  graces 
have  experienced,  is  an  injury  which  ran- 
kles perpetually  in  her  heart,  and  which  (he 
is  ever  trying  to  revenge  upon  the  world  at 
large:  fee  has  all  the  vindi&ive  malevo- 
lence of  Juno,  and  would  gladly  plunge  the 
whole  univerfe  in  diflention  and  mifery, 
becaufe  flie  thinks  herfelf  defrauded  of  that 
provoking  fruit,  which  fhe  confidered  as 
due  to  her  imperious  beauty. 

There  is  no  fituation,  where  a  being  of 
this  reftlefs  nature  may  not  exert,  with  a 
"very  mifchievous  effeft,  her  malignant  ac- 
tivity :  but  a  country  town  is  the  proper 
theatre  of  the  envious  Old  Maid  5  a  theatre, 

where 
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where  fhc  frequently  exhibits  a  bufy  and 
bold  malevolence,  little  inferior  to  that 
which  Milton  has  fo  finely  made  the  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  Satan !  If  fhe  happens  to  be 
rich,  fhe  rivals  the  arch-fiend  in  dignity?  a? 
well  as  in  rancour,  and  has  a  fplendid  pan- 
daemonium  to  receive  thofe  fubordinate 
fpirits,  who  are  the  ready  minifters  of  her 
diabolical  pleafure ;  nor  is  it  lefs  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  this  afTembly,  than  of  the  Miltonic 
pandsemonium,  to  wage  an  infidious  war 
againft  heaven,  by  attacking  the  lovely 
works  of  the  Creator,  and  attempting  to 
deftroy  the  happinefs  of  innocence  and 
beauty. 

The  envious  Old  Maid  is  a  complete 
proficient  in  the  black  art  of  detraction* 
and,  if  fhe  poflefies  both  opulence  and  wit, 
all  the  evils  'hat  the  ignorance  of  the  dari; 
ages  imputed  to  witchcraft,  are  inferior  to 
thofe  which  her  malicious  fpirit  has  the 
power  of  .producing.  Her  tongue  is  armed 
with  a  corrofive  venom,  and,  by  its  infi- 
dious application,  fhe  delights  in  difTolving 

the 
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the  ties  of  ancient  friendfliip,  in  annihilate 
ing  the  feftive  bands  of  Hymen  at  the  mo- 
ment of  their  formation,  and  in  poifoping 
all  the  fountains  of  focial  pleafure. 

She  may  be  juftly  reckoned  a  real  for-r 
cerefs,  who  furpafles,  in  malicious  power, 
the  moft  terrific  of  all  the  fabulous  en- 
chanters.   But  it  is  not  eafy  to  give  a  per- 
fect defcription  of.  the  many  myfteriou$ 
(pells,  by  which  fhe  inceffantly  purfues  the 
gratification  of  her  malice.     Her  favourite 
and  moft  fuccefsful  inftruments  of  mifchief 
are  anonymous  letters,  thofe  infidious  de- 
ftroyers  of  domeftic  peace,  written  under 
the  falfe  pretence  of  a  friendly  concern  for 
the  very  perfons  whom  they  are  really  in- 
tended to  harrafs  and  torment !  From  the 
fubtle  fabrication  of  fuch  letters,  a  lovely 
and  innocent  girl  is  abridged  of  her  liberty 
by  a  rigorous  and  deluded  parent ;  a  lover 
is  led  to  miftruft  the  fidelity  of  his  miftrefs ; 
and  the  faireft  bloflbms  of  affection  are 
fluken  fuddenly  to  the  ground  by  the  hand 
rf  that  cunning  envy,  which,  working  for 

ever 
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ever  in  the  dark,  is  rarely  punifhed  by  a 
complete  detedtion. 

There  are  a  thoufand  pretty  .modes  of 
defamation,  which  derive  aftoniftiing  in- 
fluence  from  the  ingenious  acutenefs  of  the 
farcaftic  Old  Maid.  I  have  known  a  ma- 
levolent hag  of  this  order,  contrive  to  fully 
a  very  fair  reputation,  without  uttering  a 
fyllable,  by  one  fignificant  glance  of  her 
eye,  and  an  artful  ihake  of  her  head.  This 
lady,  indeed,  poffefied  an  uncommon  bit- 
ternefs  of  fpirit ;  and,  as  one  anecdote  of  her 
life  may  afford  an  ufeful  leflbn  to  fome  of 
her  fifterhood,  I  fhall  introduce  her  to  the 
acquaintance  of  my  reader,  under  the  tide 
of  Mrs.  Winifred  Wormwood. 

Mrs.  Wormwood  was  the  daughter  of  a 
ruftic  merchant,  who,  by  the  happy  union 
of  many  lucrative  trades,  amafled  an  enor- 
mous fortune.  His  family  confifted  of  three 
girls,  and  Winifred  was  the  eldeft:  long 
before  (he  was  twenty,  fhe  was  furrounded 
with  lovers,  fome  probably  attra&ed  by  the 
fplendid  profpeft  of  her  expected  portion, 

2  and 
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and  others  truly  captivated  by  her  perfonal 
graces ;  for  her  perfon  was  elegant,  and  her 
elegance  was  enlivened  with  peculiar  vi- 
vacity. Mr.  Wormwood  was  commonly 
called  a  kind  parent,  and  an  honed  man  ; 
and  he  might  deferve,  indeed,  thofe  ho- 
nourable appellations,  if  it  were  not  a  pro- 
fanation of  language  to  apply  them  to  a 
narrow  and  a  felfifh  fpirit.  He  indulged 
his  daughters  in  many  expenfive  amufe- 
ments,  becaufe  it  flattered  his  pride;  but 
his  heart  was  engrofled  by  the  profits  of  his 
cxtenfive  traffic  :  he  turned,  with  the  mod 
repulfivc  afperity,  from  every  propofal  that 
could  lead  him  to  diminifh  his  capital,  and 
thought  his  daughters  unreafonable,  if  they 
wiflied  for  any  permanent  fatisfa&ion  above 
that  of  feeing  their  father  increafe  in  opu- 
lence and  fplendor.  His  two  younger 
children;  who  inherited  from  their  deceafed 
mother  a  tender  delicacy  of  frame,  Ian- 
guilhcd  and  died  at  an  early  period  of  life, 
and  the  death  of  one  of  them  was  imputed, 
with  great  probability,  to  a  fevere  difap- 

pointment 
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pointment  in  her  firft  afFe&ion.  The  more 
Iprightly  Winifred5  whofc  heart  was  a  per- 
feft  ftranger  to  genuine  love*  furmounted 
the  mortification  of  feeing  many  fuitors 
difcardedj  and*  by  the  infenfate,  avarice  of 
her  father,  fhe  was  naturally  led  into  habits 
of  artifice  and  intrigue.  Poffefling  an  un- 
common (hare  of  very  fhrewd  and  piqreing 
wit,  with  the  moft  profound  hypocrify,  fhtf 
contrived  to  pleafe,  and  to  blind,  her  plod-* 
ding  old  parent;  who  perpetually  harangued 
on  the  difcretion  of  his  daughter,  and  be- 
lieved her  a  miracle  of  referve  and  pru- 
dence, at  the  very  time  when  fhe  wa3-  fuf- 
pefted  of  fuch  condutt  as  would  have  dif-f 
qualified  her,  had  it  ever  been  proved,  for 
.  the  rank  fhe  now  holds  in  this  effay.  She 
Was  faid  to  have  amufed  herfelf  with  a 
great  variety  of  amorous  adventures,  which 
eluded  the  obfervation  of  her  father  j  but 
of  the  many  lovers,  who  fighed  to  her  in 
fecret,  not  one  could  tempt  her  into  mar- 
riage, and,  to  the  furprife  of  the  public,  the 
rich  heirefs  of  Mr.  Wormwood  reached  the 
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age  of  thirty-feven,  without  changing  her 
name.  Juflt  as  fhe  arrived  at  this  mature 
feafon  of  life,  the  opulent  old  gentleman 
took  his  leave  of  a  world,  in  which  he  had 
afted  a  bufy  part,  pleafed  with  the  idea  of 
leaving  a  large  fortune,  as  a  monument  of 
his  induftry,  but  wanting  the.fuperior  fatif-t 
fa*5Uon,  which  a  more  generous  parent  would 
probably  have  derived  from  the  happy  eftab^ 
lilhment  of  a  daughter.  He  gained,  how- 
ever, from  the  hypocrify  of  Winifred,  what 
he  could  not  claim  from  her  affeftion,  the 
honour  of  being  lamented  with  a  profufion 
of  tears.  She  diftinguifhed  herfelf  by  dif- 
playing  all  the  delicate  gradations  of  filial 
forrow }  but  recovered,  at  a  proper  time, 
all  the  natural  gaiety  of  her  temper,  which 
flie  had  now  the  full  opportunity  of  in* 
dulging,  being  miftrefs  of  a  magnificent 
manfion,  within  a  mile  of  a  populous  town, 
and  enabled  to  enliven  it  with  all  the  arts 
of  luxury,  by  inheriting  fuch  accumulated 
wealth,  as  would  fafely  fupport  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  provincial  fplendor.  Mils  Worm- 
wood 
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wood  now  expefted  to  fee  every  batchelor 
of  figure  and  confequence  a  fuppHant  at 
her  feet :  (he  promifed  to  Herfelf  no  little 
entertainment  in  fporting  with  their  ad- 
dreffes,  without  the  fear  of  fuffering  from  a 
tyrannical  hufband,  as  fhe  had  learned  cau- 
tion from  her  father,  and  had  privately  re-*, 
folved  not  to  truft  any  man  with  her  mo- 
ney; arefolution  the  more  difcrcct,  as  Ihe 
had  much  to  apprehend,  and  very  litde  to 
learn,  from  fo  dangerous  a  mailer !  ,The 
good-natured  town,  in  whofe  environs  the 
rich  Winifred  refided,  very  kindly  pointed 
out  to  her  no  lefs  than  twenty  lively  beaux 
for  her  choice;  but,  to  the  fhame  or  the 
honour  of  thofe  gentlemen,  they  were 
too  timid,  or  too  honeft,  to  make  aAy  ad- 
vances. The  report  of  her  youthful  fro- 
lics, and  the  dread  of  her  farcaftic  wit,  had 
more  power  to  repel,  than  her  perfon  and 
her  wealdi  had  to  attradt.  Pafling  her  fif- 
tieth year,  fhe  acquired  the  ferious  name  of 
Miftrefs,  without  die  dignity  of  a  wife,  and 
without  receiving  a  Angle  offer  of  marriage 

from 
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from  the  period  in  which  {he  became  the 
pofleflbr  of  fo  opulent  a  fortune. 

Whether  this  mortifying  diftppointment 
had  given  a  peculiar  afperity  to  her  temper, 
or  whether  malevolence  was  the  earlier  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  her  mind,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
determine ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  from  this 
autumnal  or  rather  wintry  feafon  of  her 
life,  Mrs.  Wormwood  made  it  her  chief 
occupation  to  amufe  herfelf  with  the  moil 
fubtle  devices  of  malicious  ingenuity,  and 
to  fruftrate  every  promifing  fcheme  of  af- 
fection and  delight,  which  fhe  difcovered  uv 
the  wide  circle  of  her  acquaintance.     She 
feemed  to  be  tormented  with  an  inceffant 
dread,  that  youth  and  beauty  might  fecure 
to  themfelves  that  happinefs,  which  fhe 
found  wit  and  fortune  were  unable  to  be- 
llow; hence  fhe  watched,  with  the  molt 
piercing  eye,  all  the  lovely  young  women 
of  her  neighbourhood,  and  often  infinuated 
.herfelf  into  the  confidence  of  many,  that  fhe 
might  penetrate  all  the  fecrets  of  their  love, 
mod  privately  blaft  its  fuccefs.    She  was 
Vol,.  I.  HU  enabled 
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enabled  to  render  heffelf  intimate  with  the 
young  and  the  lovely,  by  the  opulent 
fplendor  in  which  fhe  lived,  and  by  the. 
bewitching  vivacity  of  her  convcrfation. 
Her  talents  of  this  kind  were,  indeed,  ex- 
traordinary :  her  mind  was  never  poliflied 
or  enriched  by  literature,  as  Mr.  Worm- 
wood fet  little  value  oft  any  books,  except- 
ing thofe  of  his  counting-houfe ;  and  the 
earlier  years  of  his  daughter  were  too 
much  engaged  by  duplicity  and  intrigue, 
to  leave  her  either  leifure  or  inclination  for 
a  voluntary  attachment  to  more  improving 
ftudies.  She  read  very  little,  and  was  ac- 
quainted with  no  language  but  her  own ; 
yet  a  brilliant  uiiderftanding,  and  an  un- 
common portion  of  ready  wit,  fupplied  her 
with  a  more  alluring  fund  of  converfation, 
than  learning  could  beftow.  She  chiefly  re- 
commended herfelf  to  the  young  and  inex- 
perienced, by  the  infinuating  charm  of  the 
moft  lively  ridicule,  and  by  the  art  of  fca- 
foning  her  difcourfe  with  wanton  innuendos 
of  fo  fubtle  a  nature,  that  gravity  knew 

not 
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not  how  to  objeft  to  them :  (he  had  the 
lingular  facility  of  throwing  fuch  a  foft  and 
dubious  twilight  over  the  moft  licentious 
images,  that  they  captivated  curiofity  and 
attention,  without  exciting  either  fear  or 
difguft.    Her  malevolence  was  perpetually 
difguiied  under  the  mafk  of  gaiety,  and  (he 
completely  pofiefied  that    plaufibility  of 
malice,  (b  difficult  to  attain,  and  (b  for- 
cibly recommended  in  the  words  of  lady 
Macbeth : 

Bear  welcome  in  your  eye, 
Tour  band, your  tongue,-,  look  like  the  innocent 

flower, 
But  be  tbejerpent  under  it ! 

With  what  fuccefs  (he  pra&ifed  this  dan- 
gerous leflbn>  the  reader  may  learn  from 
the  following  adventure.— 

It  was  the  cuftom  of  Mrs.  Wormwood 
to  prafefs  the  moft  friendly  folicitude  for 
female  youth,  and  the  higheft  admiration 
of  beauty  -,  (he  wiflied  to  be  confidered  as 
patronefs,  becaufe  fuch  an  idea  af- 

H  2  forded 
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forded  her  the  faireft  opportunities  of  fc- 
crctly  mortifying  their  infuflFerablc  pre- 
(umption.  With  a  peculiar  refinement  in 
malice,  (he  firft  encouraged,  and  afterwards 
defeated,  thofe  amufing  matrimonial  pro- 
jefts,  which  the  young  and  the  beautiful  are 
ib  apt  to  entertain-  The  higheft  gratifica- 
tion, which  her  ingenious  malignity  could 
devife,  confided  in  torturing  fome  lovely 
inexperienced  girl,  by  playing  upon  the 
tender  paflions  of  an  open  and  unfufpe&ing 
heart. 

Accident  threw  within  her  reach  a  moft 
tempting  fubjeft  for  fuch  fiend-like  diver- 
fion,  in  the  perfon  of  Amelia  Nevil,  the 
daughter  of  a  brave  and  accomplifhed  offi- 
cer, who,  doling  a  laborious  and  honour- 
able life  in  very  indigent  circumftances,  had 
left  his  unfortunate  child  to  the  care  of  his 
maiden  fifter.  The  aunt  of  Amelia  was 
fuch  an  Old  Maid  as  might  alone  fuffice 
to  refcue  the  fifterhood  from  ridicule  and 
contempt.  She  had  been  attached,  in  her 
early  days,  to  a  gallant  youth,  who  unhap- 
pily 
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pily  loft  his  own  life  in  preferring  that  of 
his  dear  friend,  her  brother :  lhe  devoted 
herfelf  to  his  memory  with  the  mod  tender, 
unaffe&ed,  and  invariable  attachment;  re- 
futing feveral  advantageous  offers  of  mar- 
riage, though  her  income  was  fo  narrow, 
that  neceffity  obliged  her  to  convert  her 
whole  fortune  into  an  annuity,  juft  before 
the  calamitous  event  happened,  which  made 
her  die  only  guardian  of  the  poor  Amelia. 
This  lovely  but  unfortunate  girl  was 
turned  of  fourteen  on  the  death  of  her  fa- 
ther. She  found,  in  the  houfe  of  his  fitter, 
the  mod  friendly  afylum,  and  a  relation, 
whole  heart  and  mind  made  her  moft  able 
and  willing  to  form  the  chara&er  of  this 
engaging  orphan,  who  appeared  to  be  as 
highly  favoured  by  nature,  as  fhe  was  per- 
forated by  fortune.  The  beauty  of  Ame- 
lia was  fo  ftriking,  and  the  charms  of  her 
lively  understanding  began  to  difplay  them- 
fclves  in  fo  enchanting  a  manner,  that  her 
afieftionate  aunt  could  not  bear  the  idea  of 
placing  her  in  any  lower  order  of  life :  (he 

H  3  gave 
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gave  her  the  education  of  a  gentlewoman, 
in  the  flattering  and  generous  hope,  that 
her  various  attractions  muft  fupply  the  ab- 
folute  want  of  fortune,  and  that  fhe  lhould 
enjoy  the  delight  of  feeing  her  dear  Amelia 
fettled  happily  in  marriage,  before  her  death 
expofed  her  lovely  ward  to  that  poverty, 
which  was  her  only  inheritance. — Heaven 
difpofed  it  otherwife.     This  amiable  wo- 
man,  after  having  a&ed  the  part  of  a 
moft  affe6tionate  parent  to  her  indigent 
niece,  died  before  Amelia  attained  the  age 
of  twenty.     The  poor  girl  was  now  appa- 
rently deftitute  of  every  refource ;  and  ex- 
pofed to  penury,  with  a  heart  bleeding  for 
the  lofs  of  a  moft  indulgent  prote&or.     A 
widow  lady  of  her  acquaintance  very  kindly 
afforded  her  a  refuge  in  the  firft  moments 
of  her  diftrefs,  and  propofed  to  two  of  her. 
opulent  friends,  that  Amelia  fhould  refide 
with  them  by  turns,  dividing  her  years  be- 
tween them,  and  pafling  four  months  with 
each.     As  foon  as  Mrs.  Wormwood  was 
informed  of  this  event,  as  fhe  delighted  in 
2  thofe 
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tfaofe  oftentatious  ads  of  apparent  benefi- 
cence, which  are  falfely  called  charity,  fhc 
defired  to  be  admitted  among  the  voluntary 
guardians  of  the  poor  Amelia.  To  this 
propofal  all  the  parties  afiented,  and  it  was 
fettled,  that  Amelia  fhould  pafs  the  laft 
quarter  of  every  year,  as  long  as  fhe  re- 
mained fingle,  under  the  roof  of  Mrs. 
Wormwood.  This  lovely  orphan  had  a. 
fenfibility  pf  heart,  which  rendered  her  ex- 
tremely grateful  for  the  prote&ion  (he  re- 
ceived, but  which  made  her  feverely  feel  all 
the  miferies  of  dependence.  Her  beauty 
attra&ed  a  multitude  of  admirers,  many  of 
whom,  prefuming  on  her  poverty,  treated 
her  with  a  licentious  levity,  which  always 
wounded  her  ingenuous  pride.  Jier  per- 
fon,  her  mind,  her  manners,  were  univer- 
lally  commended  by  the  men ;  but  no  one 
thought  of  making  her  his  wife.  "  Amelia," 
they  cried,  "  is  an  enchanting  creature  * 
<f  but  who,  in  thefe  times,  can  afford  .to 
u  marry  a  pretty,  proud  girl,  fupported  by 
«f  charity  ?"   Though  this  prudential  quef- 
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was  now  in  her  fecond  period  of  refidence 
with  Mrs.  Wormwood.  Amelia's  under- 
ftanding  was  by  no  means  inferior  to  her 
other  endowments ;  fhe  began  to  penetrate 
all  the  artful  difguife,  and  to  gain  a  perfect 
and  very  painful  infight  into  the  real  cha- 
racter of  her  prefent  hoftefs.  This  lady 
had  remarked,  that  when  Mifs  Nevil  re- 
fided  with  her,  her  houfe  was  much  more 
frequented  by  gentlemen*  than  at  any  other 
feafon.  This,  indeed,  was  true ;  and  it 
unluckily  happened,  that  thefe  vifitors  often 
forgot  to  applaud  the  fmart  fayings  of  Mrs. 
Wormwoodj  in  contemplating  the  fweet 
countenance  of  Amelia ;  a  cif  cumftance  full 
fufficient  to  awaken,  in  the  negle&ed  wit, 
the  moft  bitter  envy,  hatred,  and  malice. 
In  truth,  Mrs.  Wormwood  detefted  her 
lovely  gueft  with  the  moft  implacable  vi- 
rulence i  but  fhe  had  the  fingular  art  of 
difguifing  her  deteftation  in  the  language 
of  flattery :  fhe  underftood  the  truth  of 
Pope's  maxim, 

u  He  hurts  me  mofi  who  lavijhly  commends  " 

and 
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and  fhe  therefore  made  ufe  of  lavifli  com* 
mendation,  as  an  inftrument  of  malevo- 
lence towards  Amelia;    fhe  infulted  the 
tafte,  and  ridiculed  the  choice,  of  every 
new-married   man,    and  declared  hcrfelf 
convinced,  that  he  was  a  fool,  becaufe  he 
had  not  chofen  that  moft  lovely  young 
woman.     To  more  than  one  gentleman 
fhe  faid,  You  mujl  marry  Amelia ;  and,  as 
few  men  chufe  to  be  driven  into  wedlock, 
lbme  offers  were  poflibly  prevented  by  the 
treacherous  vehemence  of  her  praife.     Her 
malice,  however,  was  not  fufficiently  gratified 
by  obferving  that  Amelia  had  no  profpedt  of 
marriage.     To  indulge  her  malignity,  fhe 
refolved  to  amufe  this  unhappy  girl  with 
the  hopes  of  fuch  a  joyous  event,  and  then 
to  turn,  on  a  fudden,  all  thefe  fplendid 
hopes  into  mockery  and  delufion.      Acci- 
dent led  her  to  pitch  on  Mr.  Nelfon,  as  a 
perfon  whofe  name  fhe  might  with   the 
greateft  fafety  employ,  as  the  inftrument  of 
her  infidious  defign,  and  with  the  greater 
chance  of  fuccefs,  as  fhe  obferved   that 

Amelia 
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Amelia  had  conceived  for  him  a  particular 
regard.,     Mr.  Nelfon  was  a  gendeman, 
who,  having  met  with  very  lingular  events, 
had  contracted  a  great,  but  very  amiable 
Angularity  of  chara&er : — he  was  placed, 
early  in  life,  in  a  very  lucrative  commercial 
lituation,  and  was  on  the  point  of  fettling 
happily  in  marriage  with  a  very  beautiful 
young  lady,  when  the  houfe,  in  which  fhe 
refided,  was  confumed  by  fire.     Great  part 
of  her  family,  and  among  them  the  def- 
tined  bride,  was  buried  in  the  ruins.    Mr. 
Nelfon,  in  lofing  the  objeft  of  his  ardent 
afie&ion  by  fo  fudden  a  calamity,  loft  for 
feme  time  the  ufe  of  his  reafon ;  and  when 
his  health  and  fenfes  returned,  he  ftill  con- 
tinued under  the  oppreffion  of  the  pro- 
foundeft  melancholy,  till  his  fond  devotion 
to  the  memory  of  her,  whom  he  had  loft  in 
fo  fevere  a  manner,  fuggefted  to  his  fancy  a 
lingular  plan  of  benevolence,  in  the  profe- 
cutkm  of  which  he  recovered  a  great  por- 
tion of  his  former  fpirits.     This  plan  con- 
fitted  in  fearching  for  female  objefts  of 

charity, 
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charity,  whofc  diftrcffes  had  been  occafioncd 
by  fire.  As  his  fortune  was  very  flmple, 
and  his  own  private  expences  very  mode- 
rate, he  was  able  to  relieve  many  unfortu- 
nate perfons  in  this  condition ;  and  his  af- 
fe6tionate  imagination  delighted  itfelf  with 
the  idea,  that  in  thefe  uncommon  afts  of 
beneficence  he  was  guided  by  the  in- 
fluence of  that  lovely  angel,  whofe  mortal 
beauty  had  perifhed  in  the  flames.  Mr, 
Nelfon  frequently  vifited  a  married  filler, 
who  was  fettled  in  the  town  where  Mrs, 
Wormwood  refided.  There  was  alfo,  in 
the  fame  town,  an  amiable  elderly  widow, 
for  whom  he  had  a  particular  eftecm.  This 
lady,  whofe  name  was  Melford,  had  been 
left  in  very  fcanty  circumftances  on  the 
death  of  her  hufband,  and,  refiding  at  that 
time  in  London,  fhe  had  been  involved  in 
additional  diftrefs  by  that  calamity,  to 
which  the  attentive  charity  of  Mr.  Nelfon 
was  for  ever  dire&ed :  he  more  than  re- 
paired the  lofs  which  fhe  fuftained  by  fire, 
and  affiftcd  in  fettling  her  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood 
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boarhood  of  his  fifter.  Mrs.  Melford  had 
been  intimate  with  the  aunt  of  Amelia,  and 
was  ftill  die  moft  valuable  friend  of  that 
lovely  orphan,  who  paid  her  frequent  vifits, 
though  flic  never  refided  under  her  roof. 
Mr.  Nelfon  had  often  feen  Amelia  at  the 
houfe  of  Mrs.  Melford,  which  led  him  to 
treat  her  with  particular  politenefs,  when- 
ever he  vifited  Mrs.  Wormwood  $  a  circum- 
ftance  on  which  the  latter  founded  her  un- 
generous projeft.  She  perfe6Uy  knew  all 
the  lingular  private  hiftory  of  Mr.  Nelfon, 
and  firmly  believed,  like  all  the  reft  of  his 
acquaintance,  that  no  attra&ions  could  ever 
tempt  him  to  marry;  but  (he  thought  it 
poffible  to  make  Amelia  conceive  the 
hope,  that  her  beauty  had  melted  his  refo- 
lution;  and  nothing,  fhe  fuppofed,  could 
more  effectually  mortify  her  gueft,  than  to 
find  herfelf  derided  for  fo  vain  an  expec- 
tation. 

Mrs.  Wormwood  began,  therefore,  to 
iafinuate,  in  the  moft  artful  manner,  that 
Mr.  Nelfon  was  very  particular  in  his  civi- 
lities 
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lities  to  Amelia ;  magnified  all  his  amiable 
qualities,  and  exprefled  the  greateft  plea- 
fure  in   the  profpeft  of  fo  delightful   a 
match,      Thefe  petty  artifices,  however, 
had  no  effeft  on  the  natural  modefty  and 
diffidence  of  Amelia;  fhe  faw  nothing  that 
authorifed  fuch  an  idea  in  the  ufual  polite* 
nefs  of  a  well-bred  man  of  thirty-feven  % 
fhe  pitied  the  misfortune,  {he  admired  the 
elegant  and  engaging,  though  ferious  man- 
ners, and  fhe  revered  the  virtues,  of  Mr. 
Nelfon  j  but,  fuppofing  his  mind  to  be  en- 
tirely engroffed,  as  it  really  was,  by  his  lin- 
gular charitable  purfuits,  fhe  entertained 
not  a  thought  of  engaging  his  affedtion. 
Mrs.  Wormwood  was  determined  to  play 
off  her  favourite  engine  of  malignity,  a 
counterfeited  letter.     She  had  acquired,  in 
her  youth,  the  very  dangerous  talent  of 
forging  any  hand  that  fhe  pleafed;  and  her 
paflion  for  mifchief  had  afforded  her  much 
pra&ice  in  this  treacherous  art.     Having 
previoufly,  and  fecretly,  engaged  Mr.  Nel- 
fon to  drink  tea  with  her,  fhe  wrote  a  billet 

to 
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to  Amelia,  in  the  name  of  that  gentleman,  and 
with  the  mod  perfedt  imitation  of  his  hand. 
The  billet  faid,  that  he  defigned  himfelf  the 
pleafure  of  pafling  that  afternoon  at  the 
houfe  of  Mrs.  Wormwood,  and  requefted 
the  favour  of  a  private  conference  with. 
Mifs  Nevil  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening, 
intimating,  in  the  mod  delicate  and  doubt- 
ful terms,  an  ardent  defire  of  becoming  her 
hufband.  Mrs,  Wormwood  contrived  that 
Amelia  fhould  not  receive  this  billet  till 
juft  before  dinner-time,  that  fhe  might  not 
fliew  it  to  her  friend  and  confidant,  Mrs. 
Melford,  ar>d,  by  her  means,  deteft  its  fal- 
lacy before  the  hour  of  her  intended  humi- 
liation arrived. 

Amelia  blufhed  in  reading  the  note,  and, 
in  the  firft  furprife  of  unfufpe&ing  inno- 
cence, gave  it  to  the  vigilant  Mrs.  Worm- 
wood; who  burft  into  vehement  expreffions 
of  delight,  congratulated  her  blufhing  gueft 
on  the  full  fuccefs  of  her  charms,  and  tri- 
umphed in  her  own  prophetic  difcernment. 
They  &t  down  to  dinner,  but  poor  Amelia 

could 
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compofed  delight.  She  ventured  to  meet 
the  eyes  of  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  thought  them 
expreffive  of  that  tendernefs  which  pro- 
mifed  a  happy  end  to  all  her  misfortunes. 
At  the  idea  of  exchanging  mifery  and  de- 
pendence for  comfort  and  honour,  as  the 
wife  of  fo  amiable  a  man,  her  heart  ex- 
panded with  the  moil  innocent  and  grateful 
joy.  This  appeared  in  her  countenance, 
and  gave  fuch  an  exquifite  radiance  to  all 
her  features,  that  (he  looked  a  thoufand 
times  more  beautiful  than  ever*  Mrs. 
Wormwood  faw  this  improvement  of  her 
charms,  and,  fickening  at  the  fight,  deter- 
mined to  reduce  the  fplendor  of  fuch  infuf- 
fefable  beauty,  and  haftily  terminate  the 
triumph  of  her  deluded  gueft.  She  began 
with  a  few  malicious  and  farcaftic  remarks 
on  the  vanity  of  beautiful  young  women* 
and  the  hopes  which  they  frequently  en- 
tertain! of  an  imaginary  lover  $  but  finding 
thefe  remarks  produced  not  the  effect  4h% 
intended,  (he  took  an  opportunity  of  whif- 
pering  in  the  ear  of  Amelia,  and  begged 
*^Vol.  L  I  -her 
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her  not  to  harbour  any  vain  expectations, 
for  the  billet  (he  had  received  was  a  coun- 
terfeit, and  a  mere  piece  of  pleafantiy. 
Amelia  ihuddered,  and  turned  pate:  fur* 
prife,  difappointment,  and  indignation,  con- 
fpired  to  overwhelm  her.  She  exerted  her 
utmoft  power  to  conceal  her  emotions; 
but  the  conflict  in  her  bofom  was  too  vio- 
lent to  be  difguifed.  The  tears,  which  flie 
vainly  endeavoured  to  fupprefs,  burft  forth, 
and  fhe  was  obliged  to  quit  the  room  in 
very  vifible  diforder.  Mr.  Nelfon  expreffed 
his  concern;  but  he  was  checked  in  his 
benevolent  enquiries  by  the  caution  of  Mrs. 
Wormwood,  who  faid,  on  the  occafion, 
that  Mifs  Nevil  was  a  very  amiable  girl, 
but  fhe  had  fome  peculiarities  of  temper, 
and  was  apt  to  put  a  wrong  conftruftion  on 
the  innocent  pleafantry  of  her  friends.  Mr. 
Nelfon  obferving  that  Amelia  did  not  re- 
turn, and  hoping  that  his  departure  might 
contribute  to  reftore  the  interrupted  har- 
mony of  the  houfe,  took  an  early  leave  of 
Mrs.  Wormwood  *  who  immediately  flew  to 

2  the 
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the  chamber  of  Amelia,  to  exule>  like  a 
fiend,  over  that  lovely  viftim  of  her  fuc- 
cefsful  malignity.  She  found  not  the  per- 
fon  whom,  flie  was  fo  eager  to  infult* 
Amelia  had,  indeed*  retired  to  her  cham- 
ber, and  parted  there  a  very  miferable  half 
hour,  much  hurt  by  the  treacherous  cruelty 
of  Mrs.  Wormwood,  and  ftill  more  wounded 
by  reflcftions  on  heqpwn  credulity,  which 
flie  condemned  with  that  excefs  of  feverity 
fo  natural  to  a  delicate  mind  in  arraigning 
kfelf.  She  would  have  flown  for  imme- 
diate confolation  to  her  friend,  Mrs.  Mel- 
ford,  but  (he  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
lady  engaged  on  a  vifit,  and  fhe  therefore 
refolved  to  take  a  folitary  walk  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  compofing  her  fpirits  :  but  neither 
folkude  nor  exercife  could  reftore  her  tran- 
quillity $  and,  as  it  grew  late  in  die  evening, 
flie  haftened  to  Mrs.  Melford's,  in  hopes  of 
now  finding  her  returned.  Her  worthy 
old  confidant  was,  indeed,  in  her  little  par- 
lour alone,  when  Amelia  entered  the  room. 
The  eyes  tX  this  lovely  girl  immediately 
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betrayed  her  diftrefs;  and  the  old  lady, 
with  her  ufual  tendernefs,  exclaimed, (c  Good 
€(  heaven !  my  dear  child,  for  what  have  you 
"  been  crying  i"  cc  Becaufe,"  replied  Ame- 
lia, in  a  broken  voice,  and  bunting  into  a 
frefh  fhower  of  tears,  "  becaufe  I  am  a 
"  fool/'— Mrs.  Melford  began  to  be  moft 
ferioufly  alarmed,  and,  exprefling  her  ma- 
ternal folicitude  in  the  kindeft  manner, 
Amelia  produced  the  fatal  paper — "There,** 
fays  fhe,  cc  is  a  letter  in  the  name  of  your 
4€  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Nelfon;  it  is  a 
fc  forgery  of  Mrs.  Wormwood's,  and  I 
€C  have  been  fuch  an  idiot  as  to  believe  it 
"  real.0  The  affe&ionate  Mrs.  Melford, 
who,  in  her  firft  alarm,  had  apprehended  a 
much  heavier  calamity,  was  herfelf  gready 
comforted  in  difcovering  the  truth,  and 
faid  many  kind  things  to  confole  her  young 
friend.  "  Do  not  fancy,"  replied  Amelia, 
Cf  that  I  am  foolifhly  in  love  with  Mr. 
cf  Nelfon,  though  I  think  him  the  moft 
cc  pleafing  as  well  as  the  moft  excellent  of 
"  men ;  and  though  I  confefs  to  you,  that 

«  I  fhould 
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*  I  fhould  certainly  think  it  a  blefled  lot 
€t  to  find  a  refuge  from  the  mifery  of  my 
u  prefent  dependence,  in  the  arms  of  fo 
u  benevol^pt  and  fo  generous  a  protedtor." 
«*•»"  Thofe  arms  are  now  open  to  receive 
u  you/*  faid  a  voice  that  was  heard  before 
the  fpeaker  appeared.  Amelia  ftarted  at 
the  found,  and  her  furprife  was  not  a  little 
increafed  in  feeing  Mr.  Nelfbn  himfel£ 
who,  entering  the  room  from  an  adjoining 
apartment,  embraced  the  lovely  orphan  in 
a  tranfport  of  tendernefs  and  delight.  Ame- 
lia, alive  to  all  the  feelings  of  genuine  mo- 
defty,  was  for  fome  minutes  more  painfully 
diftreffed  by  this  furprife,  than  fhe  had  been 
by  her  paft  mortification :  fhe  was  ready  to 
fink  into  the  earth,  at  the  idea  of  having 
betrayed  her  fecret  to  the  man,  from  whom 
fhe  would  have  laboured  moft  to  conceal 
it.  In  the  firft  tumult  of  this  delicate  con* 
fufion,  fhe  finks  into  a  chair,  and  hides  her 
face  in  her  handkerchief.  Nelfbn,  with 
a  mixture  of  refpeft  and  love,  being  afraid 
•f  increafing  her  diftrefs,  feizes  one  of  her 
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hands,  and  continues  to  kifs  it  without  ut- 
tering a  word.  The  good  Mrs.  Melford, 
almoft  as  much  aftonifhed,  but  kfs  pain- 
fully confufed  than  Amelia,  beholds  this 
unexpected  fcene  with  that  kind  of  \op, 
which  is  much  more  diipofed  to  weep  than 
to  fpeak : — and,  while  this  little  party  is  thu& 
abforbed  in  filence,  let  me  haften  to  ref- 
late the  incidents  which  produced  their 
fituation, 

Mr.  Nelfon  had  obferved  the  farcaftic 
manner  of  Mrs.  Wormwood  towards  Ame-i 
lia,  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  ended  his  un- 
comfortable vifit,  he  haftened  to  the  worthy 
Mrs.  Melford,  to  give  her  fome  little  ac-r 
count  of  what  had  paffed,  and  to  conceit 
with  her  fome  happier  plan  for  the  fupport 
of  this  amiable  infulted  orphan.  "I  am 
cc  acquainted/'  faid  he,  "  with  fome  brave 
cc  and  wealthy  officers,  who  have  ferved 
u  with  the  father  of  Mjfs  Nevil,  and  often 
€€  fpeak  of  him  with  refpeft ;  I  am  fure  I 
cc  can  raife  among  them  a  fubfcription  for 
*  the  maintenance  of  this  tender  unfor^ 

fi  tunatff 
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u  cunate  girl :  we  will  procure  for  her  an 
"  annuity,  that  (hall  enable  her  to  efcape 
"  from  fuch  malignant  patronage,  to  have 
"  a  little  home  of  her  own,  and  to  fupport 
<c  a  fervant."  Mrs.  Mclford  was  tranf- 
ported  at  this  idea;  and,  recollecting  all 
her  own  obligations  to  this  benevolent 
man,  wept,  and  extolled  his  generality* 
and,  fuddenly  feeing  Amelia  at  fome  dif- 
tance*  through  a  bow  window,  which  c6m- 
manded  die  ftreet  in  which  {he  lived, 
"  Thank  Heaven,"  (he  cried, "  here  comes 
"  my  poor  child,  to  hear  and  blefs  you  for 
<c  the  extent  of  your  goodnefs."  Nelfon, 
who  delighted  mod  in  doing  good  by 
Health,  immediately  extorted  from  the  good 
old  lady  a  promife  of  fecrecy :  it  was  die 
bed  part  of  his  plan,  that  Amelia  lhould 
never  know  the  perfons  to  whom  (he  was  to 
owe  her  independence.  "  I  am  ftill  afraid 
"  of  you,  my  worthy  old  friend,"  faid 
Nelfon;  €C  your  countenance  or  n^nner 
"  will,  I  know,  betray  me,  if  Mifs  Nevil 
?  fees  me  here  to-night."  — "  Well,"  faid 
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the  delighted  old  lady!  "  I  will  humour 
your  delicacy ;  Amelia  will,  probably, 
not  (lay  with  me  ten  minutes  ;  you  may 
amufe  yourfelf,  for  that  time,  in  my  fpa- 
*•  cious  garden:  I  will  not  fay  you  arc 
here ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  good  girl  rer 
turns  home,  I  will  come  and  impart  to 
you  the  particulars  of  her  recent  vexa- 
*c  tion."— "  Admirably  fettled,"  cried  Nel- 
fon;  and  he  immediately  retreated  into  a 
litde  back  room,  which  led  through  a  glafs 
door  into  a  long  flip  of  ground,  embellifhed 
with  the  fweeteft  and  leaft  expenfive  flowers, 
which  afforded  a  favourite  occupation  and 
amufement  to  Mrs.  Melford.  Nelfon,  after 
taking  a  few  turns  in  this  diminutive  gar- 
den, finding  himfelf  rather  chilled  by  the 
air  of  the  evening,  retreated  again  into  the 
little  room  he  had  pafled,  intending  to  wait 
there  till  Amelia  departed ;  but  the  parti- 
tion between  the  parlours  being  extremely 
flight,  he  overheard  the  tender  confeflion  of 
Amelia,  and  was  hurried  towards  her  by  an 

irrefiftible 
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irrcfiftible  impulfe,  in  the  manner  already 
defcribed. 

Mrs,  Melford  was  the  firft  who  reco- 
vered from  the  kind  of  trance,  into  which 
our  litdc  party  had  been  thrown  by  their 
general  furprife ;  and  fhe  enabled  the  ten- 
der pair,  in  the  profpeft  of  whofe  union 
her  warm  heart  exulted,  to  regain  that  eafy 
and  joyous  pofleffion  of  their  faculties, 
which  they  loft  for  fome  litde  time  in  their 
mutual  embarraflment.  The  applaufe  of 
her  friend,  and  the  adoration  of  her  lover, 
foon  taught  the  diffident  Amelia  to  think 
lefs  fevercly  of  herfelf.  The  warm-hearted 
Mrs.  Melford  declared,  that  thefe  occur- 
rences-were  the  work  of  Heaven.  cc  That," 
replied  the  affeftionate  Nelfon,  "I  am 
€:  moft  willing  to  allow;  but  you  muft 
u  grant,  that  Heaven  has  produced  our 
€€  prefent  happinefs  by  the  blind  agency  of 
"  a  fiend ;  and,  as  our  dear  Amelia  has  too 
a  gende  a  Ipirit  to  rejoice  in  beholding  the 
u  malignity  of  a  devil  converted  into  the 
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£e  torment  of  its  pofleflbr,  I  muft  beg^ 
c<  that  fhe  may  not  return,  even  for  a  fin- 
<c  gle  night,  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Worm- 
«'  wood."  Amelia  pleaded  her  .fcnfc  of 
part  obligations,  and  wiflied  to  take  a 
peaceful  leave  of  her  patronefsj  but  lhe 
fubmitted  to  the  urgent  entreaties  of  Nel- 
fon, and  remained  for  a  few  weeks  under 
the  roof  of  Mrs.  Melford,  when  fhe  was 
united  at  the  altar  to  the  man  of  her  heart. 
Nelfon  had  the  double  delight  of  rewarding 
the  affe<5tio/i  of  an  angel,  and  of  punifhiog 
the  malevolence  of  a  fiend  :  he  announced 
in  perfon  to  Mrs.  Wormwood  his  intended 
marriage  with  Amelia,  on  the  very  night 
when  that  treacherous  Old  Maid  had  a- 
mufed  herfelf  with  the  hope  of  deriding  her 
gueft*  whofe  return  lhe  was  eagerly  ex- 
pecting, in  the  moment  Nelfon  arrived  to 
lay,  that  Amelia  would  return  no  more. 

The  furprife  and  mortification  of  Mrs. 
Wormwood  arofe  almoft  to  frenzy  5  lhe 
racked  her  malicious  and  inventive  brain 

for 
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for  expedients  to  defeat  the  match,  and  cir- 
culated a  report  for  that  purpofe,  which 
decency  will  not  allow  me  to  explain.  Her 
artifice  was  detected  and  defpifed.  Amelia 
was  not  only  married,  but  the  mod  ad- 
mired, the  moll  beloved,  and  the  happieft 
of  human  beings;  an  event  which  preyed  fb 
inceflantly  on  die  ipirit  of  Mrs.  Worm- 
wood* tfrat  fbe  fell,  into  a  rapid  decline,  and 
tnckd,  in  a  few  months,  her  mifchievous 
9>d  unhappy  life,  a  memorable  example, 
that  the  moft  artful  malignity  may  fome~ 
times  procure  for  the  objeft  of  its  envy, 
that  very  happinefs  which  it  labours  to 
prevent ! 

If  the  envious  and  ill-natured  Old  Maid 
has  a  paffion  for  verfe,  and  has  indulged 
herfelf  in  the  habit  of  tacking  ill-aflbrted 
thymes  together,  (he  frequendy  vents  her 
malevolence  in  a  miferable  lampoon.  I 
once  knew  an  elderly  virgin,  whofe  fpleen 
betrayed  her  into  this  dangerous  kind  of 
VWfaorfhipi  and  her  fate  was  fuch,  as  ought 

to 
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to  deter  every  rhyming  filter  from  fatirieal 
compofition.  This  antiquated  lampooner, 
inftead  of  hurting  the  innocent  and  good- 
humoured  female,  whom  flie  made  the 
heroine  of  her  woeful  long,  injured  only 
herfelf:  (he  actually  reverfed  the  ancient 
fable  of  Orpheus,  and,  inftead  of  attracting 
all  creation  by  the  mufic  of  her  lyre,  in- 
duced every  being  to  avoid  her  fociety ;  till, 
finding  herfelf  unable  to  fupport  die  fbli- 
tude,  which  her  poetry  had  occafioned,  fhe 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  town,  where  (he 
had  refuted  from  her  childhood,  and  to  take 
refuge  in  a  diftant  county. 

I  ftiall  conclude  this  long  chapter  with 
die  remark  of  a  famous  Grecian  pldjofo- 
pher,  which  may  have  more  influence  in 
exterminating  envy  from  tfie  ftfterliood, 
than  all  the  volumes  that  have  been  written 
on  this  very  powerful  and  mifchievous  vice. 
"  As  ruft  confiimes  iron,"  faid  Antifthenes, 
*  fo  does  envy  the  envious  perfon."  There 
canno^  I  think,  be  a  happier  illuflration  of 
the 
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die  cficfts  produced  by  this  corroding  in- 
firmity. There  is  no  paffion  that  more 
darkly  disfigures  €€  the  human  face  divine;" 
and  I  can  allure  my  fair  reader,  that  when 
die  ruft  of  envy  has  been  allowed  to  har- 
bour, for  any  length  of  time,  in  the  lines  of 
the  vifage,  there  is  no  lotion  in  the  world 
that  can  reftore  the  loft  radiance,  I  there- 
fore entreat  every  Old  Maiden,  who  feels 
an  envious  emotion  arifing  in  her  breaft,  to 
confider  what  hideous  effefts  it  may  pro- 
duce in  her  countenance,  and  to  refleft, 
that  fhe  will  improve  her  features  by  reco- 
vering her  good-nature. 

Having  thus  far  expatiated  on  the  pe- 
culiar foibles  and  defefts  of  the  (ifterhood, 
I  lhall  devote  the  fubfequent  part  of  this 
volume  to  the  more  pleafing  confideration 
of  their  amiable  qualities,  for  amiable  qua- 
lities they  have,  which  are,  like  their  foibles, 
peculiarly  their  own;  and  a  writer,  who 
involves  either  the  whole  fex,  or  any  clafe 
of  females,  in  one  blind,  undiftinguifhing 

cenfure, 


'  *«•«-'-  -  y 


rind,  which    had    left   a   blifter 
lips. 


BND   OF   THE  FIRST  PA 


OLD      MAIDS. 


"7 


.      A 


PART       II. 


ON     THE    PARTICULAR    GOOD     QUALITIES 

OF    OLD     MAIDS. 


CHAP.    I. 

On  the  Ingenuity  of  Old  Maids. 


WHILE  other  antiquarians  have  la- 
borioufly  employed  and  exhaufted 
their  powers  in  fearching  for  old  ruins  of 
Gothic  archite&ure,  or  fome  Druidical  re- 
mains, I  have  traveried  the  kingdom  in 
queft  of  curious  charafters  in  the  fifterhood 
of  Old  Maids,  and,  whenever  I  gain  intel- 
ligence of  a  new  curiofity  belonging  to  this 
dafs,  I  forfake  all  other  occupations  to  ftudy 
k  with  the  patient  attention  ff  a  true  vir- 

As 


rities  which  along  m*.  — 
duced,  her  genuine  charafter,  tl 
pofition  of  her  heart,  and  the  es 
of  her  head. 

Having  made  an  accurate 
this  piece  of  antiquity  in  its  pre 
confider  what  fhe  milft  have  I 
youth  i  and,  having  fettled  my 
on  that  point,  I  proceed  to  re 
the  kind  of  wife  fhe  might  pr 
made,  and  teach  myfelf  whet 
to  contemplate  her  prefent  fta 
fa&ion  or  concern. 

Every  man  has  his  tafte. 
^^•^llations  may  be  fuperior  * 
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nity,  I  could  enrich  their  Archaeologia  with 
(ketches  of  many  a  fair  negle&ed  ruin, 
which  have  hitherto  efcaped  their  refearches. 

With  fome  of  thefe  fketches  I  have,  in- 
deed, attempted  to  adorn  my  own  little  vo- 
lumes ;  but  others  I  (hall  ftill  retain  in  my 
i  private  cabinet,  till  I  have  happily. awa- 
kened hi  our  country  a  more  lively  and  af- 
fectionate relifh  for  the  fingular  branch  of 
virtu,  which  I  am  now  introducing,  for  the 
firft  time,  to  the  notice,  and,  I  hope,  the 
cultivation,  of  the  enlightened  public. 

In  the  many  years  of  profound  (pecula- 
tion, which  I  devoted  to  the  ftudy  of  Old 
Maids,  before  I  began  this  elaborate,  and, 
I  truft,  this  immortal  eflay,  I  obferved  that 
the  better  part  of  the  (ifterhood  are  diftin- 
guiihed  by  three  amiable  chara&eriftics— 
ingenuity,  patience,  and  charity.  To  each 
of  thefe  I  (hall  give  a  feparate  chapter,  and,- 
as  die  fagacious  Ariftotle  fays,  in  dividing 
a  fubje&  of  lefs  importance,  "  firft  for  the 
"firft" 

Ingenuity  may,  indeed,  be  confiderei  as 
Vol.  L  K  a  charao 
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a  chara&eriftic  of  the  fair  fex  in  general  * 
but  there  are  many  circumftances  which 
tend  to  weaken  and  diminiih  this  quality  in 
the  married  dame,  and  many  which  have 
an  equal  tendency  to  ftrengthen  and  en- 
creafe  it  in  the -ancient  virgin.  The  for- 
mer may  be  compared  to  the  high-fed  and 
indolent  prelate,  who,  having  gained  the 
pbjeft  of  his  purfuit,  and  being  elated  with 
the  ceremonious  dignity  of  his  ffation,  is 
apt  to  negleft  the  cultivation  of  thole  fpi- 
ritual  talents  which  ought  to  adorn  it ;  the 
latter  refembles  the  unbeneficed  ecclefiaftic, 
who,  confeious  of  his  humiliating  condi- 
tion, endeavours  to  furmount  its  disadvan- 
tages by  the  acquifition  and  dilplay  of  thofe 
accomplifhments,  which,  if  they  do  not 
raife  him  to  a  higher  rank,  may  fecure  to 
him,  undignified  as  he  is,  both  attention 
and  efteem. 

Nothing  is  more  common,  than  to  hear 
complaints  againft  married  ladies  for  hav- 
ing negle&ed  thofe  ingenious  purfuits,  by 
which  their  youth  was  diftinguiihed  :  the 
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hafpfichord  and  die  pencil,  thole  pleafing 
and  graceful  amufements  of  female  life,  are 
generally  configned  to  oblivion  in  die  fe- 
cond  or  third  year  after  marriage;  even  a 
tnufical  voice,  the  mod  delightful  gift  of 
nature,  is  fo  frequendy  neglefted  in  that 
bufinefs  or  difiipation  which  fucceeds  the 
feftivity  of  Hymen,  that  I  have  heard  more 
than  one  hufband  upbraid  his  wife,  for  hav- 
ing forgot  every  favourite  fong,  which,  in 
their  (ingle  days,  had  a  powerful  influence 
in  fecuring  his  affe&ion* 

Now,  with  the  more  difcreet  and  good- 
natured  Old  Maids,  the  cafe  is  juft  the  re- 
verfc  I  never  met  with  even  one  ancient 
virgin,  who,  retaining  her  health  and  facul- 
ties, had  ceafed  to  praftife  any  ingenious 
ait,  or  to  difplay  any  amufing  accomplifh- 
ment,  which  had  ever  gained  her  applaufc. 

That  perfeft  leifure,  and  that  exemption 
from  all  the  more  burthenfome  houfhold 
cares,  which  the  Old  Maid  enjoys,  is  highly 
calculated  to  aflift  her  progrefs  in  works  of 
ingenuity  *  and  fuch  works,  by  detaching 
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the  mind  from  idle,  impertinent*  and  cen-* 
forious  ideas,  contribute  not  a  little  to  fop- 
port  the  natural  benevolence  of  die  hearty 
and  to  confer  a  confiderable  degree  of  hap- 
pinefs  on  many  a  worthy  fpinfter  of  gende 
manners  and  of  eafy  fortune* 

The  truth  of  this  remark  is  very  ftrongly 
exemplified  in  die  elderly  daughter  of  Dr. 
Coral,  a  lady  whofe  conduct  has  been  fo 
fingular  and  amiable,  that  I  (hall  prefent  to 
my  reader  a  litde  hiftory  both  of  her  and 
her  father. — Dr.  Coral  was  educated  in  the 
ftudy  of  phyfic,  and  took  his  degree  in  that 
fcience ;  but  having  a  greater  paflion  for 
what  is  curious,  than  for  what  is  ufeful,  he 
degenerated  from  a  phyfician  into  a  vir- 
tuofo.  The  country,  in  which  he  fettled, 
foon  obferved  that  the  Doftor  was  more 
difpofed  to  examine  the  veins  of  the  earth, 
than  to  feel  the  pulfe  of  a  patient :  his 
practice  of  courfe  declined  ;  but  he  was 
happily  enabled  to  live  without  the  aid  of 
his  profeffion,  by  the  affluent  fortune  of  his 
wife.  She  was  a  lady  of  a  mild  and  en- 
1 1  gaging 
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gaging  chara&er,  but  of  a  delicate  confti- 
tution,  and,  dying  in  child-bed,  left  him 
an  only  daughter,  whom  he  called  Theo- 
dora. The  Doftor  was  by  no  means  a 
man  of  warm  pafllons,  and  never  enter- 
tained an  idea  of  marrying  again ;  though  a 
female  foffilift  once  endeavoured  to  work 
upon  his  foible,  and  to  entice  him  into  fe- 
cond  nuptials,  by  an  artful  hint,  that  an 
union  of  their  two  cabinets  would  enhance 
the  value  of  both.  Indeed,  he  had  little  or 
no  occafion  for  conjugal  afiiftance;  for, 
being  himfelf  a  moft  aftive  fpirit,  he  not 
only  difcharged  thofe  common  offices  of 
life  which  belong  to  the  matter  of  a  family, 
but  was  able  and  willing  to  direct  or  execute 
^11  die  minuter  domeftic  bufinefs,  which  is 
generally  confidered  within  the  female  de- 
partment. His  aftivity,  though,  from  the 
want  of  an  enlarged  underftanding,  it  wafted 
itfelf  on  trifles,  fupported  the  chearfulnefs . 
of  his  temper.  He  was,  indeed,  frequently 
officious,  but  always  benevolent.  Though 
be  had  ceafed  to  pra&ife  phyfic  at  the.  fum- 
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mons  of  the  wealthy,  he  was  eager,  4t  all 
times,  to  afford  every  kind  of  relief  t6  th<6 , 
fufferings  of  the  poor.    He  was  gentle  and  • 
indulgent  to  his  fervants,  and  as  fond  of  his 
little  daughter  as  a  virtuolb  can  be  of  any 
living  and  ordinary  produftion  of  nature. 
Theodora  diftovered,  in  her  childhood,  a 
very  intelligent  fpirit,  with  peculiar  fweet- 
nefs  of  temper.    As  flie  grew  up,  fhe  dif- 
played  a  ftriking  talent  for  the  pencil,  and 
particularly  endeared  herfelf  to  her  father, 
by  furprifing  him  with  a  very  accurate  and 
fpirited  delineation  of  three  the  moft  pre- 
cious  articles  in  his  cabinet;  a  compli- 
ment which  fo  warmed  the  heart  of  the  de- 
lighted old  naturalift,  that  he  declared  he 
would  give  her  five  thoufand  pounds  on  the 
day  of  her  marriage.     No  one  doubted  his 
ability  to  fulfil  fuch  a  promife ;  for  though 
he  had  fquandered  confiderable  fums  on 
many  ufelefs  baubles,  he  was,  in  all  com- 
mon articles  of  expence,  fo  excellent  a  ma- 
nager, that,  inftead  of  injuring,  he  had  in- 
creafed  his  fortunes  and  from  this  circum- 

ftance 
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ftance  he  was  generally  believed  to  be  much 
richer  than  he  really  was.    Theodora  had 
now  reached  the  age   of  nineteen,  and, 
though  not  a  beauty,  {he  had  an  elegant 
perfon,  and  a  countenance  peculiarly  ex- 
preflive  of  fenfible  good-nature :  her  heart 
was  fo  very  aSe&ionate,  that  it  not  only 
led  her  to  love  her  father  moft  tenderly* 
but    even    to   look  upon   his   whimfical 
hobby-horfe   with    a    partial    veneration. 
This  Angularity  of  fentiment  contributed 
very  much  to  their  mutual  happinefs,  and 
rendered  our  gende  and  ingenious  damfel 
not  fo  eager  to  efcape  from  the  cuftody  of  a 
fanciful    old    father,  as  young  ladies   of 
faftiion  very  frequently  appear.  Yet,  happy 
as  lhe  was,  Theodora  admitted  the  vifits  of 
a  lover,  who  had  the  addrefs  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  Dr,  Coral.     This  lover  was  a 
Mr.  Blandford,  a  young  man  of  acute  un- 
derstanding and  polifhed  manners,  fettle^ 
in  London  as  a  banker,  and  fuppofed  to  be 
wealthy.     He  had  been  introduced  to  Mift 
Coral  at  an  aflembly,  and  fOQn  afterwards 
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folicited  the  honour  of  her  hand  for  life. 
The  Dodtor,  who  was  remarkably  frank  in 
all  pecuniary  affairs,  very  candidly  told  the 
young  gentleman  what  he  intended  for  his 
daughter,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  left  her  entirely  at  her  own  difpofal; 
but,  either  from  the  favourable  opinion  he 
entertained  himfelf  of  ,Mr.  Blandford,  or 
perhaps  from  fome  expreflions  of  approba- 
tion which  had  fallen  from  his  daughter, 
the  Doftor  was  very  firm  in  his  belief,  that 
the  match  would  take  place;  and,  being 
alert  in  all  his  tranfa&ions,  he  aftually  pre- 
pared his  five  thoufand  pounds  for  the 
bridegroom,  before  there  was  any  imme- 
diate profpedt  of  a.  wedding.  Theodora 
was  certainly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Blandford;  yet,  whether  fhe  really  felt  a 
reluftance  to  forfake  her  indulgent  father, 
or  whether  fhe  confidered  it  as  dangerous 
to  accept  a  hufband  on  fo  fhort  an  ac- 
quamtance,  fhe  had  hitherto  given  no  other 
anfwer  to  his  addrefles,  but  that  fhe  thought 
herfclf  too  young  to  marry.  Blandford  con- 
fidered 
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fidered  this  reply  as  nothing  more  than  a 
moddl  preliminary  to  a  full  furrender  of  her 
perfon,  and  continued  his  fiege  with  increaf- 
ing  afliduity.  In  this  very  critical  ftate  of 
affairs,  Dr.  Coral  was  fummoned  to  a  dis- 
tance by  a  letter  from  a  friend,  who  an- 
nounced to  him  the  death  of  a  brother  vir- 
tuofb,  with  a  hint,  that  the  Do£tor  might 
enrich  himfelf  by  the  purchafe  of  a  very  . 
choice  colle&ion  of  the  moft  valuable  rari- 
ties, which,  if  he  was  quick  enough  in  his 
application,  he  might  poffibly  obtain  by  a 
private  contradt.  For  this  purpofe,  his 
correfpondent  had  inclofed  him  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  the  executors  of  the 
deceafed  colledtor.  This  was  a  temptation 
that  Dr.  Coral  could  not  refift.  Without 
waiting  for  the  return  of  his  daughter,  who 
was  abroad  on  an  evening  vifit,  he  tlirew 
*  himfelf  into  a  poft-chaife,  and  travelled  all 
night,  to  reach  the  manfion  of  this  departed 
brother  in  the  courfe  of  the  following  day- 
He  was  received  very  cordially  by  a  rela- 
tion of  the  deceafed,  and  furveyed  with  avi- 
dity 
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dity  and  admiration  innumerable  curiofities, 
of  which  he  panted  to  become  the  pofleflbn 
But  as  the  collection  was  very  various  and 
extenfiye,  the  Doftor  began  to  tremble  at 
the  idea  of  the  fum,  which  the  proprietors 
would  unquestionably  demand  for  fo  pcer- 
lefs  a  treafure.  The  delight,  with  which 
Ids  whole  frame  was  animated  in  furveying 
it,  fufficiently  proved  that  he  had  a  high 
fenfe  of  its  value,  and  precluded  him  from 
the  ufe  of  that  profound  and  ingenious  art, 
fo  honourably  pradtifed  by  the  mod  intelli- 
gent perfons  in  every  rank  of  life,  I  mean 
die  art  of  vilifying  the  obje£t  which  they 
defign  to  purchafe.  Dr.  Coral,  after  com- 
mending moft  of  the  prime,  articles  with  a 
generous  admiration,  demanded,  with  that 
degree  of  hefitation  which  anxiety  pro- 
duces, if  any  price  had  been  fettled  for  the 
whole  colle&ion.  The  gentleman,  who  at- 
tended him,  enlarged  on  the  great  trouble 
and  expence  with  which  his  departed  rela- 
tion had  amafled  this  invaluable  treafure, 
and  concluded  a  very  elaborate  harangue  ini 
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Its  praife,  by  informing  the  Doftor,  that  he 
might  become  the  happy  matter  of  the 
whole  on  the  immediate  payment  of  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.    The  Doc- 
tor was  more  encouraged  than  difmayed  by 
the  mention  of  this  fum  $  for,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  price  was  really  moderate ;  and, 
iecondly,  he  had  the  comfortable  know- 
ledge, that  he  had  the  power  of  inftantly 
fecuring  to  himfelf  thefe  manifold  fource* 
of  delight.     But  the  comfort  arifing  from 
this  aflfurance  was  immediately  deftroyed 
by  the  refle&ion,  that  all  his  ready  money 
was  devoted  to  the  approaching  marriage  of 
his  daughter;    and  his  parental  afFe&ion 
combating,  with  fome  little  fuccefs,  againft 
his  paflion  for  virtd,  the  good  Do&or  had 
almoft  refolved  to  relinquifh  all  ideas  of  the 
purchafe.      Unluckily,  he  took  a  fecond 
ftrvey  of  the  choiceft  rarities,  and  met  with 
an  article  which  had  been  accidentally  mif- 
laid,  and  overlooked  in  his  firft  view  of  the 
collc&ion — perhaps  its  prefent  effeft  upon 

ium  was  the  greater  from  this  cafual  delay ; 

certain 
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certain  it  is,  that  this  additional  rarity  fell 
with  an  amazing  force  on  the  wavering  ba- 
lance'of  his  mind;  it  entirely  overfet  his 
prudential  affectionate  refolution,  and,  haf- 
tily  feizing  a  pen,  which  lay  ready  in  a 
mafiive  ink-ftand  of  a  crurious  and  antique 
form,  he  inftantly  wrote  a  draught  upon 
his  banker  for  the  three  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pounds. 

At  this  paffage  of  my  little  work,  I  fore- 
fee  that  many  an  honeft  fpinfter,  who  may 
be  reading  it  to  her  companions,  will  paufe 
for  a  moment,  and  exprefs  an  eager  defire 
to  know  what  this  wonderful  rarity  could 
be.  When  I  inform  her  it  was  a  very  litde 
box,  containing  the  uneatable  product  of  a 
tree,  fhe  may,  perhaps,  imagine  it  a  pip  of 
the  very  apple  which  tempted  our  inconfi- 
derate  grandmother :  —Eve,  indeed,  may  be 
faid  to  have  inftituted  the  order  of  viy- 
tuofos,  being  the  firft  of  the  many  perfons 
on  record,  who  have  ruined  themfelves  and 
their  family  by  a  pafllon  for  rarities. 

But  to  return  to  her  legitimate  defen- 
dant, 
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dant,  the  curious  Dr.  Coral.  This  gentle- 
man confidered,  that  if  he  negle&ed  the 
prefent  opportunity,  he  might  never  again 
be  able  to  acquire  the  very  fcarce  and  mar* 
vellous  produdion  of  nature,  which  he  had 
long  thirfted  to  poflefs,  and  which  now 
flood  before  him. 

Not  to  teaze  my  fair  readers  with  any 
longer  fufpenfe,  I  will  direfUy  tell  them, 
the  above-mentioned  little  box  contained  a 
vegetable  poifon,  collefted,  with  extremeft 
hazard  of  life,  from  the  celebrated  upas-tree 
in  the  ifland  of  Java.  A  Dutch  furgeon 
had  received  this  ineftimable  treafurc  from 
the  fultan  of  Java  himfelf,  as  a  part  of  his 
reward  for  having  preferved  the  life  of  a  fa- 
vourite beauty  in  the  royal  feraglio*  and 
the  fuigeon,  on  his  return  to  Europe,  had 
gratefully  prefented  it  to  the  deceafed  vir- 
tuofo,  who  had  been  the  generous  patron  of 
his  youth. 

Dr.  Coral  was  inflamed  with  the  keeneft 
define  of  beginning  various  experiments 
with  this  rareft  of  poiftfns,  without  fufpeft- 

ing 
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log  that  it  might  deprive  his  daughter  of  a 
hufband  5  taking,  therefore,  this  ineftimable 
little  box>  with  a  few  more  of  the  moft  pre- 
cious and  portable  articles  in  his  new  ac- 
quifition,  and  giving  the  neceffary  direc- 
tions concerning  fome  weighty  cabinets  of 
medals,  and  other  more  bulky  rarities,  he 
re-entered  his  poft-chaife  with  that  trium- 
phant feftivity  of  mind,  which  Can  be  con- 
ceived only  by  a  fuccefsful  colle&or* 

As  the  Do&or  delighted  almoft  as  much 
in  the  idea  of  buying  a  bargain,  as  in  the 
poffeflion  of  a  rarity,  he  amufed  himfelf,  in 
his  journey  home,  with  various  proje&s  for 
the  difpofal  of  his  ample  treafure.  It  was 
his  plan,  to  feleA  the  articles  which  he  par- 
ticularly prized,  and,  by  a  judicious  fale  of 
the  remainder,  to  regain  almoft  the  whole 
fum  that  he  had  fo  rapidly  expended* 
Poffeffing  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  judg- 
ment in  affairs  of  this  nature,  he  pleafed 
himfelf  with  the  apparent  facility  of  his  de- 
fign,  and,  under  the  lively  influence  of 
thefe  agreeable  thoughts,  he  arrived  at  his 

own 
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own  door.  The  affe&ionate  Theodora 
flew  with  peculiar  eagernefs  to  receive  him, 
having  fuflered  no  little  anxiety  from  his 
extraordinary  abfence.  The  fprightlinels 
.of  his  appearance  foon  relieved  her  from  all 
her  folicitude,  and  they  entered  the  parlour 
very  gaily  together,  where  Theodora  had 
juft  been  making  tea  for  a  female  relation, 
and  the  afliduous  Mr.  Blandford. 

The  Dodor,  like  moft  peopfe  of  a  bufy 
turn,  had  a  particular  pleafure  in  talking  of 
whatever  he  did,  as  he  never  meant  to  do 
any  thing  that  a  man  ought  to  blufli  for  * 
and  he  now  began  to  entertain  his  company 
with  an  account  of  his  adventures :  he  en- 
larged with  rapture  on  his  purchafc,  ind» 
mating  that  it  had  coil  him  a  very  laige 
fum,  and  not  mentioning  his  undigested 
fcheme  of  repaying  himfelf. 

Obferving,  however,  that  his  narration 
produced  a'  very  ftriking  and  gloomy 
change  in  tHe  countenance  of  Mr.  Bland- 
ford,  he  withdrew  with  that  gentleman  into 
hi*  ftudy*  and  very  candidly  told  him,  that 

this 
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this  recent  and  expenfive  tranfaftion  lhould 
make  no  material  difference  in  the  fortune 
of  his  daughter :  he  explained  his  intention 
of  regaining  the  money  by  a  partial  fale  of 
the  colle&ion,  and  added,  that  as  this  mode 
of  replacing  the  fum  expended  might  not 
be  very  expeditious,  he  fliould  more  than 
compenfate  for  the  deficiency  by  a  bond  for 
four  thoufand  pounds,  with  full  intereft, 
mil  ftrift  punctuality  of  payment. 

Mr.  Blandford  happened  to  be  one  of 
thofe  adventurous  gentlemen,  who,  as  they 
tremble  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  inge- 
nioufly  difguife  the  fhudderings  of  real 
fear  under  artful  palpitations  of  pretended 
love,    and   endeavour  to  fave  themfelves 
from  falling  down  a  tremendous  precipice 
by  haftily  catching  at  the  hand  of  the  firfl 
wcaldiy  and  benevolent  virgin  or  widow 
whom  they  fuppofe  within  their  reach  :  h 
was  a  great  projeftor  in  the  managemei 
of  ready  money,  and  had  raifed  many  (pie/ 
did  vifions  on  the  expe&ed  fortune  of  M 
Coral  \  but  the  little  box  of  poifon,  wh: 
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the  Doftor  had  brought  home,  converted 
his  daughter,  in  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Blandford, 
into  a  (econd  Pandora ;  and  as  that  gentle- 
man had  all  die  cunning  of  Prometheus, 
he  refolved,  like  the  cautious  fon  of  Japetus, 
to  have  no  connection  with  the  lady  offered 
to  him  as  a  bride,  becaufe  he  forefaw  the 
evils  included  in  her  dower. 

Mr.  Blandford,  on  this  occafion,  tho^ht 
proper  to  imitate  the  policy  of  thofejjpo 
try  to  conceal  a  bale  purpofe  of  their  own, 
by  accufing  another  perfon  of  bafenefs  :  he 
upbraided  Dr.  Coral  for  having  fliamefully 
difappointed  his  very  juft  expectations,  and, 
taking  the  fubjeCt  in  that  key,  he  pur- 
fued  it  through  all  the  notes  of  high 
and  artificial  pafiion ;  which  produced  a  fu- 
perior  burft  of  louder  and  more  natural 
anger  from  the  honeft  infulted  virtuofo. 
Poor  Theodora,  in  pafling  the  door  of  the 
ftudy,  heard  the  voice  of  her  father  fo  unu- 
fually  violent,  that,  from  a  fudden  impulfe 
of  affe&ionate  apprehenfion,  fhe  entered  the 
room/  where  the  two  gentlemen  were  en- 
. .  Vol,  1.  L  gaged 
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gaged  in  the  raoft  angry  altercation.  Mr.. 
Blandford  feized  the  opportunity  of  bidding 
his  miftrefs  an  eternal  adieu.  While  flic 
flood  motionlefs  with  furprife,  he  made  his 
final,  bow  with  a  farcaftic  politenefs,  rufhed 
eagerly  out  of  the  houfc,  and  decamped  the 
very  next  day  from  the  town,  which  con- 
tained, the  lovely  obje£t  of  his  tranfient 
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.  j^Bfc  approach  or  mifcarriage  of  an  ex- 
peflfcd  wedding  is  a  favourite  fubjeft  of 
general  convention  in  every  country  town* . 
and  the  difunion  of  Mr.  Blandford  and 
Mifs  Coral  was  very  amply  difcufled.  The 
feparated  young  pair  were  univerfally  pi- 
tied, and  the  whole  weight  of  popular  re* 
proach  fell  immediately  on  the  head  of  th^ 
unfortunate  naturalift.    As  he  was  a  man, 
who,  from  the  peculiarity  of  his  purfuits, . 
withdrew  himfclf  from  carcls  and  common , 
company,  the  little  parties  of  the  town  moft 
eagerly  feized  an  opportunity  of  attacking 
hi*  character :  as  a  humorift,  he  was  ridi- 
culed, perhaps,  with  fome  juftice  i  u  a  man 

of 
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of  unrivalled  benevolence  and  adive  cha- 
rity, he  was  the  objed  of  much  fecret  envy 
and  malice,  and  df  courie  was  very  unjuftly 
vilified.  The  good  people,  who  arraigned 
him  on  die  prefent  occafion*  did  not  fcru* 
pie  to  reprcfent  him*  even  to  his  daughter, 
as  an  unnatural  monfter,  who  had  facrificed 
for  a  dockle-&dl  the  happinef*  of  his 
child.  Nor  was  the  litde  box  of 
die  upas-tree  omitted  in  thefc  c 
remarks.  One  lady  of  peculiar  fj 
ierted,  that  if  her  father  had  robbed  her  of 
fb  handfome  a  hufband,  for  the  fake  of  pur- 
chafing  fuch  a  rarity*  lhe  might  have  been 
tempted  to  anticipate  the  old  gendeman  in 
his  experiments  on  the  poifon,  by  fecretly 
preparing  the  firft  dole  of  it  for  himfelf. 
Happily  for  Theodora,,  fhe  had  fuch  gen- 
denefs  and  purity  of  heart,  that  every  at- 
tempt to  inflame  her  againft  her  father 
fared  only  to  increafe  her  filial  affe&ion. 
She  reproved,  with  a  becoming  fpirit,  all 
thofe  who  infulted  her  by  malignant  obfer- 
on  his  conduftj  and,  perceiving 
L  a  that 
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that  he  was  deeply  vexed  by  the  late  00 
currences,  and  the  comments  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood upon  them,  iher  exerted  all  her 
powers,  in  the  irioft  endearing  manner,  to 
diffipate  his  vexation.    "  It  is  true"  flie 
faid,  as  they  were  talking  over  the  recent 
traofa&ion;  "  it  is  true,  that  I  began  to 
€f  .fed. a  partial  regard  for  Mr.  Blandford * 
*/.  Jajfrhis  illiberal  behaviour  has  fo  totally 
<f^^wl  my  idea  of  his  chara&er,  that  I 
*f:STOider  the .circumftance  which  divided 
,c  us  as  the  moft  fortunate  event  of  my 
life.     I  have  efcaped  from  impending 
mifery,  inftead  of  lofing  a  happy  eftab- 
cc  lifhment  j  and  I  have  only  to  be  thank- 
*c  ful  for  this  protection  of  Providence,  if 
it  pleafes  Heaven  to  continue  to  me  the 
power,  which  I  have  hitherto  poffefl«d> 
of  promoting  the  happinefs  of  my  £*- 
"  ther." 

.  As  flie  uttered  this  judicious  and  tender 
fentiment,  a  few  ftarting  tears  appeared  in 
evidence  of  its  truths  they  melted  the  good 
Dodtor,  and  converted  all  his  chagrin  into 
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a/feftionate  pride  and  delight.    Tht  juftice 
of  Theodora's  obfervation  was  foon  after- 
wards confirmed  in  a  very  ftriking  manner* 
by  the  fate  of  Mr.  Blandford,  who  plunging 
into  all  the  hazardous  iniquity  of  Change- 
alley,  became  at  laft  a  bankrupt,  and  with 
fiich  fraudulent  appearances  againft  him, 
that  the  compaflion,  which  his  misfortune 
might  have  infpired,  was  loft  in  the  abhor-* 
rence  of  his  treachery.    Dr.  Coral,  4K[ 
by  ftudying  the  inanimate  wonders  of  4hc 
creation,  had  increafed  die  natural  piety  of 
his  mind,  was  now  mod  devoutly  thankful 
to  Heaven  for  the  efcape  of  his  child. 
The  tender  Theodora  was  (till  more  con- 
firmed in  her  partial   attachment  to  the 
houfe  of  her  father ;  (he  took  a  kind  and 
fympathetic  pleafure  in  affifting  his  fanciful 
purfiiits ;  (he  perfuaded  him  to  retain  every 
article  in  his  new  purchafe,  which  fhe  ob- 
ierved  him  to  contemplate  with  particular 
delight ;  fhe  gave  an  air  of  uncommon  ele- 
gance to  the  arrangement  of  all  the  curio- 
fioci  which  he  determined  to  keep  j  and, 
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by  an  inccflant  attention  to  the  peace  and 
pleafure  of  her  father's  fife,  moft  effe&ually 
eftablifhed  the  felicity  of  her  own.    Their 
comfort    and    their    amufcments,   being 
founded  on  the  pureft  and  moft  permanent 
of  human  affeftions,  have  continued,  with? 
out  diminution,  through  feyeral  fqcceeding 
years.    I  ihould  fill  many  pages  in  record* 
the  feveral  ingenious  works  and  de- 
is,  by  which  Theodora  has  qmtrived  to 
amufe  herfelf,  and  to  delight  her  father ;  let 
it  fuffice  to  fay,  that,  being  always  engaged 
in  occupations  of  benevolent  ingenuity,  (he 
is  never  uneafy  j  and  flie  has  grown  imper- 
ceptibly into  an  Old  Maid,  without  enter- 
taining a  wifh  for  the  more  honourable 
title  of  a  wife.     Her  mild  and  gentle  pa- 
rent has  fecured  himfelf  from  all  the  irk- 
fome  infirmities  of  age,  by  long  habits  of 
temperance,  exercife,  and,  what  is  perhaps 
ftill  more  falutary,  univerfal  benevolence  : 
he  is  ftill  in  poffcffion  of  all  his  faculties,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-feven  j  and,  if  he  has  not 
the  fatisfa&km  of  feeing  a  numerous  group 
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t>f  defendants,  he  beholds,  however,  with 
infinite  delight,  one  virtuous  and  happy 
slaughter,  moft  tenderly  attached  to  him, 
and  wifhing  for  no  higher  enjoyment  than 
"what  arifes  from  their  reciprocal  affection. 

In  the  laft  vifit  that  I  made  to  thefe  two 
amiable  and  lingular  characters,  I  was  at- 
tended by  a  lively  friend,  who  loves  to  in- 
dulge himielf  in  a  laugh  at  every  oddity 
that  he  meets  with  in  human  life.  On  our 
quitting  the  houfe  together,  my  companion 
concluded  a  few  fprightly  remarks,  on  the 
lady  whom  we  had  left,  with  the  following 
quotation  from  Monfieur  de  la  Bruyere: 
<c  La  fille  d'un  curieux  eft  une  rarete  dont 
*€  Tenvie  ne  prend  point  de  fe  charger: 
M  elle  viellit  a  cote  du  cabinet,  &  mcrite, 
enfin,  d'y  avoir  place  au  rang  des  an- 
tiques."— cc  The  daughter  of  a  virtuofo 
is  a  rarity  that  no  one  is  very  eager  to 
€t  pofiefs :  fhe  grows  old  by  the  fide  of  the 
€t  cabinet,  and  is  at  laft  entided  to  a  place 
cc  within  it,  in  the  clafs  of  antiquities." 

"  I  grant  you,"  I  replied,  "  that  the 
**  daughter  of  my  old  friend,  Dr.  Coral,  is 
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amiable  Plutarch,  who  has  written 
prefsly  in  honour  of  the  fa,  has  failed  to 
celebrate  the  patient  and  ingenious  Old 
Maid,  a  chara&er  whofe  quiet  and  ufeful 
virtues  gire  her  a  peculiar  title  to  philofo- 
phical  panegyric. 

Athenrais  has  left  us  many  curious  and 
amufing  particulars  relating  to  thofc  illuf- 
trious  ladies  of  plcafure,  Afpafia,  Phryne, 
and  Lais;  to  the  laft,  a  monument  was 
erefted  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Peneus, 
and  her  epitaph  is  ftill  prefcrved.  The 
vain  and  licentious  Greeks,  who  paid  thefe 
honours  to  an  infolent  and  rapacious  cour- 
tezan, committed,  I  apprehend,  to  the  fu- 
neral pile,  many  a  gentle  and  ingenious 
antiquated  virgin,  without  either  lamenting 
her  lofs  or  recording  her  accomplifhments. 
But  I  (hall  enlarge  on  this  topic  in  a  fub- 
fequent  volume,  as  I  mean  to  take  a  gene- 
ral furvey  of  the  treatment  which  Old 
Maids  have  met  with  in  the  different  ages 
and  regions  of  the  world :  I  ftiall  confine 
myfelf  at  prefent  to  the  fubjeft  more  im- 
6  mediately 
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mediately  before  me,  the  ipgenuity  pf  the 
fifterhood. 

The  aits  of  mufic,  painting,  and  poetry, 
(hole  general  Toothers  of  human  care,  are 
eminently  ufeful  to  the  ancient  virgin; 
each  of  thefe  three  enchanting  fifter-am  is 
endued  with  the  power  of  difllpating  that 
reftlefs  languor,  which  a  folitary  condition 
is  fo  apt  to  produce ;  each  is  able  to  check, 
and  to  eradicate,  thofe  maladies,  to  which 
the  female  frame  is  particularly  fubjeft, 
when  the  heart  is  vacant,  and  the  mind 
unemployed. 

In  the  more  aftive  and  lefs  fickly  days 
pf  antiquity,  a  Grecian  lady,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Argos,  and  whofe  name  was  Tele- 
fiUa,  labouring  under  a  very  infirm  (late  of 
health,  confulted  an  oracle  for  relief;  the 
aniwer  fhe  received  was,  a  direction  to  de- 
vote herfelf  to  the  Mufes,  with  an  aflurance 
that  (he  would  find  them  the  moft  fuccefs- 
fiil  phyficians.  She  obeyed  this  divine  in- 
junction,  and  was  fo  completely  reftored, 
fhat  fhe  not  only  gained  the  higheft  honour 
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by  many  admirable  verfes,  but  was  enabled 
to  prcfervc  her  country  from  ruin  by  a 
fignal  exertion  of  heroic  fpirit.  When 
Argos,  whofe  warriors  were  engaged  in  a 
diftant  enterprize,  was  invaded  by  the 
Spartans,  Telefilla  afiembled,  and  animated 
her  countrywomen  to  the  defence  of  their 
native  city ;  and  obtained  the  glory  of  re- 
pelling the  invaders,  though  led  to  th$ 
affault  by  the  two  kings  of  Sparta,  Cleo- 
menes  and  Demaratus.  Whether  Telefilla 
was,  at  this  jun&ure,  an  Old  Maid  or  not, 
the  candid  Plutarch,  who  relates  her  cx^ 
ploit  in  his  treatife  on  the  virtues  of  wo- 
men, has  forgot  to  inform  us.  Inftead  of 
entering  into  critical  conjectures  on  a  point 
fo  difficult  to  determine,  I  fhall  content 
myfelf  with  advifing  all  my  fair  readers, 
who  may  labour,  like  Telefilla,  under  an 
oppreflive  derangement  of  health,  without 
a  particular  name,  or  a  medicinal  remedy, 
to  follow  her  happy  example,  and  attempt 
their  own  cure,  by  devoting  themfelv«W 
the  mufes  5  or,  in  other  words,  to  forget  aa4 

aft 
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tefc  their  petty  maladies  in  a  fteady  appli- 
cation to  any  elegant  and  feminine  art,  in 
which  nature  and  education  may  have  pre- 
pared them  to  excel.     Our  own  age  and 
country  may  furnifii  me  with  more  than 
one  (ingle  proof,  that  the  divinities  of  Par- 
naflus  are  fometimes  highly  propitious  to 
the  chafte  and  mature  votaries  of  Minerva : 
not  to  mention  the  philofophic  and  poetical 
lady  to  whom  thefe  volumes  are  addrefled, 
I  am  credibly  informed,  that  two  other 
moft  eminent  female  poets  of  our  nation 
may  probably   become   very   honourable 
members  of  that  fifterhood,  in  whofe  fer- 
vice  I  am  writing;  and  it  enhances  the  ob- 
ligations which  the  literary  world  is  ftill  re- 
ceiving from  thefe  fair  and  delightful  au- 
thors, that,  endued,  as  I  am  told  they  are, 
with  perfonal  as  well  as  mental  attra&ions, 
they  have  declined  to  engage  in  the  alluring 
rites  of  Hymen,  for  the  fake  of  devoting 
themfelves,  with  an  undivided  ardour,  to 
the  more  glorious,  yet  lefs  tempting,  fer- 

noe  of  Apollo  and  the  Nme. 
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"While  I  am  thus  zealoufly  recommend* 
ing  ingenious  occupations  to  the  whole 
community  of  autumnal  virgins,  let  me  pay 
due  regard  to  needle-work,  that  peculiar 
province  of  the  fair  (ex,  dfi  which  our  an- 
ceftors  wifely  fet  lb  much  value.  If  the 
ladies  of  our  time  do  not  work  trith  that 
patient  affiduity,  which  Our  good  grand* 
mothers  exerted,  they  have  happily  ac- 
quired the  art  of  executing  moft  graceful 
performances ;  the  many  excellent  pidhires, 
which  we  have  lately  feen  produced  by  the 
needle,  will,  I  hope,  encourage  our  fair 
countrywomen  to  perfevere  in  a  branch  of 
art  which  is  peculiarly  their  own,  and  ill 
which  they  cannot  be  mortified  by  the  jea- 
lous and  arrogant  rivalfhip  of  man. 

The  needle,  indeed,  has  one  great  ad* 
vantage  over  the  pencil  and  the  lyre ;  it  is 
Hot  the  mere  inftrument  of  decoration  or 
amufemcnt ;  it  Can  anfwer  the  moft  ordi- 
nary, as  well  as  the  moft  refined,  purpofcs» 
and  is  equally  conducive  to  utility  and  de* 
light.     In  commending  to  the  tifterbmft 
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all  the  employments  of  ingenuity,  let  me 
requeft  my  fair  reader  to  give  the  pre- 
ference to  thofe  which  are  peculiarly  be- 
coming- If  a  worthy  fpinfter  has  a  talent 
for  mufic,  let  her  adhere  to  fuch  graceful 
inftruments  as-  belong  to  her  fex,  and  avoid 
die  example  of  an  Englifh  lady,  whom  I 
fa w,  many  years  ago,  difplaying  to  her  ac- 
quaintance the  unfeminine  accomplifhment 
of  beating  a  drum.  For  the  reje&ion  of 
every  ungraceful  amufement,  the  maiden 
fifterhood  has  the  high  authority  of  their 
patronefs,  Minerva..  We  are  told,  that 
when  this  fage  goddefs  beheld  herfelf  play- 
ing on  the  pipe,  which  (he  had  juft  invented,, 
fhe  was  fo  difgufted  by  the  diftortion  which 
it  produced  in  her  countenance,  that  fhe  in- 
dignantly threw  her  recent  and  ingenious- 
invention  into  that  watery  mirror,  which 
had  prcfented  to  her  the  reflection  of  her 
own  bloated  cheeks. 

There  may,  however,  be  great  and  extra- 
ordinary  occafions,  on  which  the  fincere 
Old  Maid  may  obtain  fignal  honour  by- 
her  ingenuity,  in  violation  of  tho- 
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CHAP.     II. 

Oh  the  Patience  of  Old  Maids, 

I  REMEMBER  to  have  heard  it  faid 
by  a  late  eminent  anatomift,  in  a  pro- 
feflional  diicourfe  on  the  female  frame,  that 
it  almoft  appeared  an  a£t  of  cruelty  in  na- 
ture to  produce  fuch  a  being  as  woman. 
This  remark  may,  indeed,  be  the  natural 
exclamation  of  refined  fenfibility,  in  con- 
templating the  various  maladies  to  which 
a  creature  of  fuch  delicate  organs  is  ine- 
vitably expofed ;  but  if  we  take  a  more  en- 
larged furvey  of  human  exiftence,  we  {hall 
be  far  from  difcovering  any  juft  realbn 
to  arraign  the  benevolence  of  its  provi- 
dent and  gracious  author.  If  the  de- 
licacy of  woman  muft  render  her  familiar 
with  pain  and  ficknefs,  let  us  remember, 
that  her  charms,  her  pleafures,  and  her 
liappinefs,  arife  alfo  from  the  fame  attrac- 
'  ,*  fjfoh.  I.  M  tive 
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ihe  moft  delicate  texture,  we  have  ftriking 
examples  in  the  hiftory  of  the  many  virgin 
martyrs,  who  were  expofed,  in  the  firft  age* 
of  Chriftianity,  to  the  moft  barbarous  and 
lingering  tortures.  Nor  was  it  only  from 
Chriftian  zeal,  that  woman  derived  the 
power  of  defying  the  utmoft  rigors  of  per- 
tecution  with  invincible  fortitude:  Saint 
Ambrofe,  in  his  elaborate  and  pious  trea~ 
tifc  on  virgins,  records  the  refolution  of  a 
fair  difciple  of  Pythagoras*  who,  being  fe- 
verely  urged  by  a  tyrant  to  reveal  the  fe- 
crets  of  her  fedt,  to  convince  him  that  no 
torments  fliould  reduce  her  to  fo  unworthy 
a  breach  of  her  vow,  bit  her  own  tongue 
afunder,  and  darted  it  in  the  face  of  bat 
oppreflbr.  In  confequence  of  thofe  happy 
changes,  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
world,  from  the  progrefs  of  purified  reli- 
gion, the  inflexible  fpirit  of  the  tender  fex 
is  no  longer  expofed  to  fuch  inhuman 
trials  1  but  if  the  earth  is  happily  delivered 
from  die  demons  of  torture  and  fuptr- 
i  if  beauty  and  innocence  are  no 
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more  in  danger  of  being  dragged  to  perifh 
at  the  ftake,  I  fear  there  are  fituations  in 
female  life,  that  require  as  much  patience 
and  magnanimity  as  were  formerly  exerted 
in  the  fiery  torments  of  the  virgin  martyr. 
It  has  been  juftly  remarked,  by  thofe  who 
have  ftudied  human  nature,  that  it  is  more 
difficult  to  fupport  an  accumulation  of  mi- 
nute infelicities,  dian  any  fingle  calamity 
of  the  moft  terrific  magnitude.  If  this 
maxim  is  true,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  it  will 
juftify  me  in  afferting,  that  the  indigent, 
unfortunate  Old  Maid  of  the  prefent  time, 
is  a  being  as  fully  entided  to  pity,  as  thofe 
female  vi&ims  formerly  were,  who,  in  the 
ages  of  perfecution,  were  led  to  tortures 
and  death.  If  my  reader  is  ftartled,  or 
tempted  to  fmile,  at  a  comparifon  of  two 
fufferers,  whofe  deftiny  may  be  thought  fo 
diflimilar,  I  entreat  him  to  confider  atten- 
tively the  frame  of  mind,  which  we  may 
reafonably  attribute  to  thefe  different  ob- 
jefts  of  compafiion.  During  the  torments 
of  the  virgin  martyr,  the  fervour  of  enthu- 
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fufm,  'and  a  paflion  for  religious  glory,  arc 
fufficient  to  give  new  vigour  to  the  foul,  in 
proportion  as  the  moft  excruciating  out- 
rages are  inftifted  on  the  body;  but  what 
animating  ideas  can  arife,  to  fuftain  the  re- 
fblution  of  the  more  unhappy  Old  Maid, 
reduced  from  a  ftate  of  affluence  and  plea- 
fure  to  poverty  and  contempt  ?  reduced  to 
a  condition  oppofite  to  her  wifhes,  un- 
friendly to  her  talents,  and  deftru&ive  to* 
the  health  both  of  her  body  and  her  mind  ? 
To  fupport  fuch  a  condition  with  a  placid 
and  chearful  magnanimity,  appears  to  me 
one  of  the  higheft  exertions  of  human  for- 
titude; and  I  have,  therefore,  always  re- 
garded my  poor  friend  Conftantia  as  a  cha- 
racter of  as  much  genuine  heroifm  and 
piety,  as  the  celebrated  St.  Agnes,  or  any 
other  the  moft  heroic  female  faint  in  the 
ample  calendar  of  Rome. 

Conftantia  was  the  daughter  of  a  mer- 
chant, who,  being  left  a  widower  at  an  early 
period  of  life,  with  two  beautiful  little  girls, 
Jpcfoowcd  upon  them  a  very  fafhionable  and 
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expenfive  education.      It  happened  that, 
when-Conftantia  had  juft  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  her   fitter,    who  was  a  year 
older,  received,  and  delighted  in,  the  ad- 
flreflfes  of  a  man,  confidered  as  her  equal  in 
rank  and  fortune ;  a  man  who  was  not,  uw 
deed,  devoid  of  affe&ion  to  his  miftrefs, 
yet  diftinguilhed  by  a  fuperior  attention  to 
her  dower.     This  prudent  lover  informed 
the  old  gentleman,  that  he  was  a  ^arm  ad- 
mirer of  his  eldeft  daughter,  and  that  he 
was  alfo  happy  in  having  gained  the  young 
lady's  good  opinion  $  but  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  marry,  unlefs  he  re- 
ceived, at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  a  parti- 
cular fum,  which  he  fpecified.     The  wor- 
thy merchant  was  difconcerted  by  this  de- 
claration, as  he  had  amufed  himfelf  with 
the  profpeft  of  a  promifing  match  for  his 
child.   He  replied,  however,  vith  calmnefs 
and  integrity ;  he  paid  fome  general  com- 
pliments to  his  gueftj  he  faid,  he  fhould 
be  happy  to  fettle  a  very  good  girl  with  a 
man  of  character,  whom  ftie  feemed  to  ap- 
prove j 


OLD     MAIDS.         167 

•prove  5  but  he  was  under  a  painful  necef- 
Iky  of  rejecting  the  propofal,  bccaufe  it  was 
impoflJWe  fe>r  him  to  comply  with  the 
terms  required,  without  a  material  injury 
to  his  youngeft  daughter,  The  cautious 
fuitor  took  a  formal  leave,  and  departed. 
The  heneft  father,  in  a  private  conference 
with  his  eldeft  child,  gave  her  a  full  and 
ingenuous  account  of  his  condudh  She 
applauded  the  juftice  of  his  decjfion,  but 
fok  her  own  lefe  lb  feverely,  that  the  houfe 
loon  became  a  fcene  of  general  diftrefs, 
Conftantia,  finding  her  lifter  in  tears,  would 
not  leave  her  without  knowing  the  caufe  of 
her  affli&ion.  As  foon  as  (he  had  difco- 
yercd  it,  ihe  flew  to  her  father  -,  flie  thanked 
him  for  his  parental  attention  to  her  inte* 
reft,  but,  with  the  mod  eager  and  generous 
entreaties,  conjured  him  not  to  let  a  mis- 
taken kindnefs  to  her  prove  the  fource  of 
their  general  unhappinefs.  She  declared, 
with  all  the  liberal  ardour  and  fincerity  of 
a  young  affectionate  mind,  that  fhe  valued 
fortune  onjy  as  it  might  enable  her  torpro- 
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ttiotp  the  comfort  of  thofe  fhe  loved ;  and 
that,   whatever   her    own    future   deftiny 
might  be,  the  delight  of  having  fecured  the 
felicity  of  her  lifter,  would  be  infinitely 
more  valuable   to   her  than  any  portion 
whatever.     She  enlarged  on  the  delicacy 
of  her  filter's  health,  and  the  danger  of 
thwarting  her  prefent  fettled  affedtion.     In 
fhort,  fhe  pleaded  for  the  fufpended  mar- 
riage with  fuch  genuine  and  pathetic  elo- 
quence, that  her  father  embraced  her  with 
tears  of  delight  and  admiration ;  but  the 
more  he  admired  her  generofity,  the  more 
he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  refufe  her 
requeft.     He  abhorred  the  idea  of  making 
fuch  a  noble-minded   girl,  what  fhe  was 
defirous,  indeed,  of  making  herfelf,  an  ab- 
folute  facrifice  to  the  eftablifhment  of  her 
fitter;   and  he  flattened  himfelf,  that  the 
affedtion  of  his  eldeft  girl,  which  the  kind 
zeal  of  Conftantia  had  reprefented  to  him  in 
fo  ferious  a  light,  would  be  eafily  obliterated 
by  time  and  refledtion.     In  this  hope,  how- 
cyer,  he  was  greatly  deceived;  the  poor 
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girl,  indeed,  attempted,  at  firft,  to  difplay  a 
rcfolution,  which  lhe  was  unable  to  fup- 
port  i  her  heart  was  difappointed,  and  her 
health  began  tofuffer.  Conftantiawas  almoft 
diftra&ed  at  the  idea  of  proving  the  death 
of  a  lifter  whom  flie  tenderly  loved,  and  fhe 
renewed  her  adjurations  to  her  father  with 
fuch  irrefiftible  importunity,  that,  touched 
with  the  peculiar  fituation  of  his  two  amia- 
ble children,  and  elated  with  fome  new 
profpefts  of  commercial  emolument,  he  re- 
fblved,  at  laft,  to  comply  with  the  generous 
entreaty  of  Conftantia,  though  at  fome  little 
hazard  of  leaving  her  expofed  to  indigence. 
Thd  prudent  lover  was  recalled ;  his  re- 
turn foon  reftored  the  declining  health  of 
his  miftrefs;  all  difficulties  were  adjufted 
by  a  pecuniary  compliance  with  his  de- 
mands ;  the  day  of  marriage  was  fixed ;  and 
Conftantia,  after  facrificing  every  fhilling 
of  her  fettled  portion,  attended  her  fifter  to 
church,  with  a  heart  more  filled  with  exul- 
tation and  delight,  than  that  of  the  bride 
btrfelfy  who  had  rifen  from  a  ftate  of  de- 
jection 
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je&ion  and  defpair  to  the  poffcflion  of  the 
man  fhe  loved*  But  the  pleafure  that  the 
generous  Conftantia  derived  from  an  event 
^rhich  flic  had  fo  nobly  promoted,  was  very 
foon  converted  into  concern  and  anxiety. 
In  a  vifit  of  fome  weeks,  to  the  houfe  of 
the  new-married  couple,  {he  foon  tiifco- 
vered  that  her  brother-in-law,  though 
entitled  to  the  charafter  of  an  honcfl; 
and  well-meaning  man,  was  very,  for 
from  poflefling  the  rare  and  invaluable  ta* 
lent  of  conferring  happinefs  on  the  obje&s 
of  his  regard.  Though  he  had  appeared, 
on  their  firft  acquaintance,  a  man  of  a  cul- 
tivated underftanding,  and  an  elqgant  ad- 
drefs,  yet,  under  his  own  roof,  he  indulged 
himfelf  in  a  peevifh  irritability  of  temper, 
and  a  paffion  for  domeftic  argument,  pecu- 
liarly painful  to  the  quick  feelings  of  Con- 
flantia,  who,  from  the  exquifite  fenfibility 
of  her  frame,  poffefled  an  uncommon  deK- 
cacy  both  of  mind  and  manners.  She  ob- 
ferved,  however,  with  great  fatisfaftion, 
and  widi  no  lefs  furprife,  that  her  fifter  was 

not 
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Hot  equally  hurt  by  this  fretful  infirmity  of 
her  hufcand*  Happily  for  her  own  com- 
fort, that  lady  was  one  of  thofe  good,  loving 
women,  whofe  loft  yet  fteady  affe&ion,  like 
a  drop  of  melted  wax,  has  the  property  of 
ifcicking  to  any  fubftance  on  which  it  acci- 
dentally falls.  She  often  adopted,  it  is 
cue,  the  quick  and  querulous  ftyle  of  her 
fairfband ;  nay,  their  domeftic  debates  have 
run  6)  high,  that  poor  Conftantia  has  ^Some- 
times dreaded,  and  fometimes  almoft  wJflied, 
an  abfolute  feparation  5  but  her  lively  ter- 
rors on  this  fabjeft  were  gradually  dimi- 
nifhed  by  obferving,  that  although  they 
frequently  flcirmifhed,  after  fupper,  in  a 
very  angry  tone,  yet,  at  the  breakfaft-table 
the  next  morning,  they  feldom  failed  to  re- 
fume  a  becoming  tenderneft  of  language. 
Thefc  fudden  and  frequent  tranfitions  from 
war  to  peace,  and  from  peace  to  war,  may 
poffibly  be  very  entertaining  to  the  belli- 
gerent parties  themfelves ;  but  I  believe 
they  always  hurt  a  benevolent  fpe&ator. 
^Coaftantiafhortenedhervifit.  She  departed, 
v:V  -  7  indeed, 


r%* 


fc.44 


17a 


ESSAY       ON 


indeed,  difappointed  and  chagrined  ;  but 
flie  generoufly  concealed  her  fenfations, 
and  cheriflied  a  plcafmg  hope,  that  (he 
might  hereafter  return  to  the  houfe  with 
more  fatisfa&ion,  either  from  an  improve-  * 
ment  in  the  temper  of  its  matter,  or,  at 
leaft,  from  opportunities  of  amufing  herfelf 
with  the  expe&ed  children  of  her  fitter;  but, 
alas !  in  this  her  fecond  hope,  the  warm- 
hearted Conftantia  was  more  cruelly  difap- 
pointed •  Her  fitter  was,  in  due  time*  de- 
livered of  a  child ;  but  it  proved  a  very 
fickly  infant,  and  foon  expired.  The  af- 
fli&ed  mother  languilhed  for  a  confiderable 
time,  in  a  very  infirm  ftate  of  health,  and, 
after  frequent  mifcarriages,  funk  herfelf 
into  the  grave.  The  widower,  having 
patted  the  cuftomary  period  in  all  the  de- 
cencies of  mourning,  took  the  earlieft  op- 
portunity of  confoling  himfelf  for  his  lofs, 
by  the  acquifition  of  a  more  opulent  bride; 
and,  as  men  of  his  prudent  difpofition  have 
but  little  fatisfattion  in  the  fight  of  a  per- 
fpn  from  whom  they  have  received  great 
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obligations,  which  they  do  not  mean  to 
repay,  he  thought  it  proper  to  drop  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  Conftantia.  She  had  a  fpirit 
too  noble  to  be  mortified  by  (uch  negleft. 
Indeed,  as  (he  believed,  in  the  fondnefs  of 
her  recent  affliftion,  that  her  fitter  might 
have  ftill  been  living,  had  fhe  been  happily 
united  to  a  man  of  a  more  amiable  temper, 
fhe  rejoiced  that  his  ungrateful  condutt  re- 
lieved her  from  a  painful  neceflity  of  prac- 
tifing  hypocritical  civilities  towards  a  rela-. 
don,  whom  in  her  heart  (he  defpifed.  By 
the  death  of  her  fitter  (he  was  very  deeply 
affli&ed,  and  this  affliction  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  fuperior  calamities. 

The  affairs  of  her  father  began  to  aflume 
a  very  alarming  appearance.  His  health 
and  fpirits  deferted  him  on  the  approaching 
Wreck  of  his  fortune.  Terrified  with  the 
profpeft  of  bankruptcy,  and  wounded  to 
the  foul  by  the  idea  of  the  deftitute  condi- 
tion, in  which  he  might  leave  his  only  fur- 
viving  child,  he  reproached  himfelf  incef- 
kn&y  for  the  want  of  parental  juttice,  in 

having 
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having  compHed  with  the  entreaties  of  th<> 
too  generous  Conftantia.  That  incomparable 
young  woman,  by  the  moft  fignal  union  of 
tendernefs  and  fortitudes- endeavoured  to 
alleviate  all  die  fufferings  of  her  father* 
To  give  a  more  chearful  caft  to  his  mind* 
fhe  exerted  all  the  rigour  and  all  the  viva** 
city  of  her  own ;  fhe  regulated  all  Kis  do* 
meftic  expenc*  with  an  afliduous  but  4 
tranquil  ceconomy,  and  difcovered  a  pecu- 
liar pleafure  in  denying  to  herfclf  many 
ufual  expenfive  articles,  both  of  drefs  and 
diverfion.  The  honeft  pride  and  delight 
which  he  took  in  the  contemplation  of  her 
endearing  character,  enabled  the  good  old 
man  to  triumph,  for  fome  time,  over  fick- 
nefs,  terror,  and  misfortune.  By  the  aflift- 
ance  of  Conftantia,  he  ftruggled  through  fe- 
veral  years  of  commercial  perplexity ;  at  laft, 
however,  the  fatal  hour  arrived,  which  he 
had  fo  grievoufly  apprehended  j  he  became 
a  bankrupt,  and  refolved  to  retire  into 
France,  with  a  faint  hope  of  repairing  his 
ruined  fortune,  by  the  aid  of  connections 

which 
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which  he  had  formed  in  that  country.    He? 
could  not  fupport  the  thought  of  carrying 
Conftantia  among  foreigners,  in  fo  indigent 
a  condition,  and  he  therefore  determined  to 
leave  her  under  the  prote&ion  of  her  aunt, 
Mrs.  Braggard,  a  widow  lady,  who,  pof- ' 
felling  a  comfortable  jointure,  and  a  no- 
table fpirit  of  oeconomy,  was  enabled  to 
make  a  very  confiderable  figure  in  a  coun- 
try town.     Mrs.  Braggard  was  one  of  thofe 
good  women,  who,  by  paying  the  moft 
pun&ual  vifirs  to  a  cathedral,  imagine  they 
acquire  an  unqueftionable  right,  not  only 
to  fpeak  aloud  their  own  exemplary  virtues, 
but  to  make  as  free  as  they  pleafe  with  the 
conduit  and  charafter  of  every  perfon,  both 
within  and  without  the  circle  of  their  ac- 
quaintance.   Having    enjoyed    from    her 
youth  a  very  hale  conftitution,  and  not 
having  injured  it  by  any  foolifh  tender  ex- 
cefics,  cither  of  kjve  or  forrow,  (he  \ras,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four,  completely  equal  to 
all  the  bufinefs  and  buftle  of  the  female 
world.    A*  lhe  wifely  believed  activity  to 
.-  ■  be 
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be  a  great  fource  both  of  health  and  afnufe- 
ment,  lhe  was  always  extremely  a&ive  in 
her  own  affairs,  and  fometimes  in  thofe  of 
others. 

She  cpnfidered  the  key  of  her  ftore-room 
as  her  fceptre  of  dominion,  and,  not  wifli- 
ing  to  delegate  her  authority  to  any  minifter 
whatever,  (he  was  very  far  from  wanting 
the  fociety  of  her  niece,  as  an  afiiftant  in 
the  management  of  her  houfe ;  yet  lhe  was 
very  ready  to  receive  the  unfortunate  Con- 
ftantia  under  her  roof,  for  the  fake  of  the 
pleafure  which  would  certainly  arife  to  her, 
not  indeed  from  the  uncommon  charms  of 
Conftantia's  converfation,but  from  repeating 
herfelf,  to  every  creature  who  vifited  at  her 
houfe,  what  a  great  friend  foe  was  to  that 
poor  girl. 

Painful  as  fuch  repetitions  muft  be  to  a 
mind  of  quick  fenfibility,  Conftantia  fup- 
ported  them  with  a  modeft  refignation. 
There  were  circumftances  in  her  prefent  fi- 
tuation  that  galled  her  much  more.  Mrs. 
Braggard  had  an  utter  contempt,  or  rather  a 
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tonftitutional  antipathy,  for  literature  and 
mufic,  the  darling  amufements  of  Conftantia, 
and  indeed  the  only  occupations  by  which 
fhe  hoped  to  (both  her  agitated  fpirits,  un- 
der the  preffure  of  her  various  afflictions. 
Her  father,  with  a  very  tender  folicitude, 
had  fecured  to  her  a  favourite  harpfichord, 
and  a  fmall  but  choice  colledtion  of  books. 
Thefe,  however,  inftead  of  proving  the 
fources  of  coniblatory  amufement,  as  he 
had  kindly  imagined,  only  ferved  to  increafe 
the  vexations  of  the  poor  Conftantia,  as  fhe 
feldom  attempted  either  to  fing  or  to  read, 
without  hearing  a  prolix  invedtive  from  her 
aunt,  againft  mufical  and  learned  ladies. 

Mrs.  Braggard  feemed  to  think,  that  all 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  all  rational  delight, 
are  centered  in  a  focial  game  of  cards ;  and 
Conftantia,  who,  from  principles  of  grati- 
tude and  good-nature,  wifhed  to  accommo- 
date herfelf  to  the  humour  of  every  perfonr 
from  whomT  fhe  received  obligation,  affi- 
duoufly  endeavoured  to  promote  the  diver- 
foti  of  hdr  aunt  $  but  having  little  or  no 
gOL.  I.  N  pleafurc 
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plcafure  in  cards,  and  being  fbmetimcs  un~ 
able,  from  uneafinefs  of  mind,  to  command 
her  attention,  fhe  was  generally  a  lofer ;  a 
circumftance  which  produced  a  very  bitter 
ioration  from  the  attentive  old  lady,  who 
declared  that  inattention  of  this  kind  was 
inexcufable  in  a  girl,  when  the  money  fhe 
played  for  was  fuppfied  by  a  friend.  At 
the  keennefs,  or  rather  the  brutality,  of  this 
reproach,  the  poor  infaked  Conftantia  burft 
into  tears,  and  a  painful  dialogue  enfued, 
in  which  fhe  felt  all  the  wretchednefs  of 
depending  on  the  oftentatious  charity  of  a 
relation,  whofe  heart  and  foul  had  not  the 
leaft  affinity  with  her  own.  The  converfa- 
tion  ended  in  a  compromife,  by  which  Con- 
ftantia obtained  the  permiflion  of  renoun- 
cing cards  for  ever,  on  the  condition,  which 
fhe  herfelf  propofed,  of  never  touching  her 
harpfichord  again,  as  the  found  of  that  in- 
ftrument  was  as  unpleafant  to  Mrs.  Brag- 
gard,  ^s  the  fight  of  a  card-table  was  to  her 
unfortunate  niece. 
Conftantia  pafied  aconfiderabk  time  in  this 
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ftate  of  unmerited  mortification,  wretched 
in  her  own  fituation,  and  anxious,  to  the 
moft  painful  degree,  concerning  the  fate  of 
her  father.  Perceiving  there  were  no  hopes 
of  his  return  to  England,  fhe  wrote  him  a 
moft  tender  and  pathetic  letter,  enumerat- 
ing all  her  afflictions,  and  imploring  his 
conient  to  her  taking  leave  of  her  aunt,  and 
endeavouring  to  acquire  a  more  peaceable 
maintenance  for  herfelf,  by  teaching  the 
rudiments  of  mufic  to  young  ladies  \  an 
employment  to  which  her  talents  were  per- 
fectly equal.  To  this  filial  petition  fhe 
received  a  very  extraordinary,  and  a  very 
painful  anfwer,  which  accident  led  me  to 
perufe  a  few  years  after  the  death  of  the 
unhappy  father  who  wrote  it. 

It  happened,  that  a  friend  requefted  me 
to  point  out  fome  accomplifhed  woman,  in 
humble  circumftances,  and  about  the  mid- 
dle feafon  of  life,  who  might  be  willing  to 
live  as  a  companion  with  a  lady  of  great 
fortune  and  excellent  character,  who  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  the  life  of  her  eyes* 
;  V  N  2  Upon 
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Upon  this  application,  I  immediately 
thought  of  Conftantia.  My  acquaintance 
with  her  had  commenced  before  the  mar- 
riage of  her  fifter,  and  the  uncommon  fpirit 
of  gencrofity,  which  ihe  exerted  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  made  me  very  ambitious  of  cultivat- 
ing a  lafting  friehdlhip  with  fo  noble  a  mind ; 
but  living  atf  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
*ach  other,  our  intimacy  had  for  feveral 
years  been  fupported  only  by  a  regular 
correfpondence.  At  the  time  of  my  friend's 
application,  Conftantia's  letters  had  informed 
me  that  her  father  was  dead,  and  that  fhe 
had  no  profpeft  of  efcaping  from  a  mode  of 
life  which  I  knew  was  utterly  incompatible 
with  her  eafe  and  comfort.  I  concluded, 
therefore,  that  I  fhould  find  her  moft  ready 
to  Embrace  the  propofal  which  I  had  to 
communicate,  and  I  refolved  to  pay  her  a 
vifit  in  perfon,  for  the  pleafure  of  being 
myfelf  the  bearer  of  fuch  welcome  intelli- 
gence. Many  years  had  elapfed  fince  we 
met,  and  they  were  years  that  were  not  cal- 
culated to  improve  cither  the  perfon  or 

the 
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the  manners  of  my  unfortunate  friend.  To 
fay  truth,  I  perceived  a  very  ftriking  alte- 
ration in  both.  It  would  be  impoflible,  I 
believe,  for  the  molt  accomplifhed  of  wo- 
men to  exift  in  fuch  fociety,  as  that  to 
which  Conftantiahad  been  condemned,  with- 
out lofing  a  confiderable  portion  of  her  ex- 
ternal graces.  My  friend  appeared  to  me 
like  a  fine  ftatue,  that  had  been  long  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  injuries  of  bad  weather; 
the  beautiful  polilh  was  gone,  but  that  fu- 
perior  excellence  remained,  which  could 
not  be  affe&ed  by  the  influence  of  the  fky. 
I  was,  indeed,  at  firft,  greatly  ftruck  by  a 
pew  and  unexpedted  coarfenefs  in  her  lan- 
guage and  addrefs ;  but  I  foon  perceived, 
that  although  her  manners  had  fuffered, 
flie  ftiU  retained  all  the  fpirited  tendernefs, 
and  all  the  elegance  of  her  mind.  She 
magnified  the  unlooked-for  obligation  of 
my  yifit,  with  that  cordial  excefs  of  gra- 
titude,  with  which  the  amiable  unhappy  are 
inclined  to  confider  the  pejty  kindneffes  of 
A  jiisnd*  J  wifhed,  indeed,  to  aflift  her, 
*sJ     :  N  3  and 
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and  believed  that  chance  had  enabled  me  to 
do  fo ;  but  there  were  obftacles  to  prevent 
it,  of  which  I  had  no  apprehenfion.  The  firft 
reply  that  Conftantia  made  to  my  propofal, 
for  her  new  fettlement  In  life,  was  a  filent 
but  expreffive  fhowcr  of  tears*    To  thcfe, 
however,  I  gave  a  wrong  interpretation ; 
for,  knowing  all  the  mifety  of  her  prefent 
fituation,  I  imagined  they  were  tears  of  joy, 
drawn  from  her  by  the  fudden  proipeft  of 
an  unexpe&ed  efcape  from  a  ftate  of  the 
moft    mortifying  dependence.     She  foon 
undeceived  me,  and,  putting  into  my  hand 
two  letters,  which  fhe  had  taken  from  a 
little  pocket-book,  «  Here,"  (he  faid,  cc  is 
u  the  fource  of  my  tears,  and  the  reafon 
Cf  why  nothing  remains  for  me,  but  to  blefi 
cc  you  for  your  kind  intention,  without  re- 
**  ceiving  any  advantage  from  your  defign 
€C  of  befriending  fo  unfortunate  a  wretch." 
Conftantia  continued  to  weep ;  and  I  eagerly 
fearched  into  this  myfterious  fource  of  her 
diftrefs.     I  found  the  firft  letter  in  my  hand 
contained  her  petition  to  her  father,  which 

I  have 
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I  have  mentioned  already;  the  fecond  was 
his  reply  to  her  requeft,  a  reply  which  it 
was  impoflible  to  ready  without  fharing  the 
fufferings  both  of  the  parent  and  the  child* 
This  unhappy  Hither,  ruined  both  in  his 
fortune  and  his  health,  had  been  for  lbme 
time  tormented  by  an  imaginary  terror,  the 
moft  painful  that  can  poflibly  enter  into  a 
parental  bofom ;  he  had  conceived  that,  in 
•^Confequence  of  his  having  facrificed  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  younger  daughter  to  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  her  lifter,  the  deftitute  Conftantia 
would  be  at  length  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  ab- 
fohite  indigence  and  proftitution*     Under 
the  preflure  of  this  idea,  which  amounted 
almoft  to  frenzy,  he  had  replied  to  her  re- 
queft.     His  letter  was  wild,  incoherent, 
and  long ;  but  the  purport  of  it  was,  that 
if  (he  ever  quitted  her  prefcnt  refidence, 
while  fhe  herfelf  was  unmarried,  and  her 
aunt  alive,  Ihe  would  expofe  herfelf  to  the 
curfe  of  an  offended  father ;  and  his  male- 
di&ion  was  indeed,  in  this  cafe,  denounced 
•gaijift  her  in  terms  the  moft  vehement 

N  ^  .that 
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that  the  language  of  contending  paffions 
could  poffibly  fupply.  Having  rapidly, 
perufed  this  letter,  I  endeavoured  to  con- 
fole  my  pool  weeping  friend,  by  reprefent- 
ing  it  as  the  wild  effufion  of  a  very  worthy 
but  mifguided  man,  whofe  undeferved  cala- 
mities had  impaired  his  reafon.  c(  My  fa- 
cc  ther,"  rq>lied  Q>nftantia, cc  is  now  at  reft; 
in  his  grave,  and  you*  perhaps,  may  think 
it  fuperftitious  in  me  to  pay  fo  much  re- 
gard to  this  diftreffing  letter  j  but  he 
«  never  in  his  life  laid  any  command  upon 
cc  me,  which  was  not  fuggefted  by  his  af- 
€C  fe&ion,  and,  wretched  as  I  am,  I  cannot 
5C  be  difobedient  even  to  his  afhe$."  Con- 
ftanria,  though  {he  fhed  many  tears  as  fhe 
ipoke,  yet  fpoke  in  the  tone  of  a  determined 
martyr.  I  repeated  every  argument  that  rea- 
fon and  friendfhip  could  fuggeft,  to  fhake  a 
refolution  fp  pernicious  to  herfelf;  but  \ 
could  make  no  impreffion  on  her  mind ; 
flic  had  determined  to  adhere  ftriftly  to  the 
letter,  as  well  as  the  fpirit,  of  her  father's 
interdi&ion  i  and,  as  I  perceived  that  (he 
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had  an  honeft  pride  in  her  filial  piety,  I 
could  no  longer  think  of  oppofing  it.  In- 
ftead,  therefore,  of  recommending  to  her  a 
new  fyftem  of  life,  I  endeavoured  to  recon- 
cile her  mind  to  her  prefent  fituation. 
Perhaps,"  replied  Conftantia, (C  no  female 
orphan,  who  has  been  preferved  by  Pro- 
€€  vidence  from  abfolute  want,  from  in- 
cc  famy  and  guilt,  ought  to  repine  at  her* 
"  condition ;  and,  when  I  confider  the 
<c  more  deplorable  wretchednefs  of  fome 
unhappy  beings  of  my  own  fex,  whofe 
mifery,  perhaps,  hats  arifen  more  from 
accident  than  from  voluntary  error,  I 
am  Inclined  to  reproach  my  own  heart 
M  for  thofe  murm\irs,  which  fometimes,  I 
cc  confefs  to  you,  efcape  from  it  in  foli- 
<c  tude;  yet,  if  I  were  to  give  you  a  ge- 
u  nuine  account  of  all  that  I  endure,  you, 
"  I  know,  would  kindly  affure  me,  that 
"  the  difcontent,  which  I  ftrive  in  vain  to 
"  fcbdue,  has  not  amounted  to  a  crime." 
She  then  entered  into  a  detail  of  many  do- 
c  fecqesj  and  gave  me  fb  ftrong  a  pic- 
ture 
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turc  of  a  life  deftitute  of  all  fecial  comfort, 
and  harrafled  by  fuch  ah  infinitude  ofdif- 
piriting  vexations,  that  I  exprefled  a  very 
firtcere  admiration  of  the  meek  and  modeft 
fortitude  which  flic  had  difplayed  in  fup- 
porting  it  fo  long.  cc  I  have  indeed,  fuf- 
fC  fereda  great  deal/9  faid  Conftantia,  with  a 
deep  figh ;  c*but  the  worft  is  not  over  ;  I 
"  am  afraid  that  I  (hall  lofe  all  fenfe  of  hu- 
€f  manity :  I  can  take  no  intereft  in  any 
a  thing;  and,  to  confefs  a  very  painful 
cc  truth  to  you,  I  do  not  feel,  as  I  ought 
cr  to  do,  the  undeferved  attention  and 
"  friendship  which  I  am  at  this  moment  re- 
cc  ceiving  from  you/*  I  would  have  tried 
to  rally  her  out  of  thefe  gloomy  phantafies  $ 
but  (he  interrupted  me,  by  exclaiming,  with 
a  ftern  yet  low  voice,  cr  Indeed  it  is  true ; 
cc  and  I  can  only  explain  my  fenfations  to 
*c  you,  by  faying,  that  I  feel  as  if  my  heart 
cc  was  turning  into  ffone."  This  forcible 
exprefCon,  and  the  correfponding  caft  of 
countenance  with  which  (he  uttered  it, 
rendered  me,  for  fome  moments,  unable  to 

replyi 


OLD      MAIDS.  i87 

reply ;  it  ftruck  me,  indeed,  as  a  lament- 
able truth,  to  which  different  parts  of  her 
much-altered  frame  bore  a  ftrong  though 
filent  teftimony.  In  her  face,  which  was 
once  remarkable  for  a  fine  complexion, 
and  the  moft  animated  look  of  intelligent 
good-nature,  there  now  appeared  a  fallow 
palenefs;  and, though  not  a  four,  yet  a  fettled 
deje&on;  her  hands  alfo  had  the  fame 
bloodlefs  appearance,  retaining  neither  the 
warmth  nor  the  colour  of  living  flefh ; — yet 
Conftantia  was  at  this  time  perfe&ly  free 
from  every  nominal  diftemper. 

The  entrance  of  Mrs.  Braggard  gave  a 
new  turn  to  our  converfation,  but  without 
affording  us  relief.  That  good  lady  en- 
deavoured to  entertain  me  with  particular 
attention;  but  there  was  fuch  a  ftrange 
mixture  of  vulgar  dignity  and  indelicate 
fecetioufnefs  in  her  difcourfe,  that  (he  was 
very  far  from  fucceeding  in  her  delign* 
She  aflted  me,  if  I  was  not  gready  ftruck 
if  the  change  that  a  few  years  had  made  it> 

4fc  fQ*n$ciiaace  of  her  niece,  hinting,  in 
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very  coarfe  terms  of  avykward  jocularity, 
that  the  lofs  of  hei-  complexion  was  to  be 
imputed  to  her  tingle  life*  and  adding,  with 
an  affefted  air  of  kindnefs,  that,  as  fhe  had 
fosne  very  rich  relations  in  Jamaica,  fhe 
beiieved  lhe  fhould  be  tempted  to  carry  the 
poor  girl  to  the  Weft  Indies,  to  try  all  the 
chances  of  new  acquaintance  in  a  warmer 
climate.  I  perceived  the  pale  cheek  of  Con- 
ftantia  begin  to  redden  at  this  language  of 
her  aunt.  As  the  expreflions  of  that  good 
lady  grew  more  and  more  painful  to  her 
ingenuous  pride,  the  unfortunate  Conftantia, 
who  found  it  impoflible  to  fupprefs  her 
tears,  now  quitted  the  room  j  but  fhe  re- 
turned to  us  again  in  a  few  minutes,  with 
an  air  of  coihpofed  forrow,  and  of  meek 
endurance. 

I  foon  ended  my  mortifying  vifit,  and  left 
the  town  in  which  Conftantia  refided,  with 
a  difpofition  to  quarrel  with  fortune  for  her 
injuftice  and  cruelty  to  my  amiable  friend. 
It  feemed  to  me  as  if  nature  had  defigned, 
that  an  aflfedtionate  adtivity,  and  a  joyous 

benevolence 
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benevolence,  fhould  be, the  vital  fprings  in 
Conftantia's  exiftencc;  but  that  chance 
having  thrown  her  into  a  fituation,  which 
afforded  no  nourifhment  to  the  lovely  qua- 
lities of  her  heart  and  mind,  fhe  was  perilh- 
ing  like  a  flower  in  an  unfriendly  foil. 

My  imagination  was  wounded  by  the 
image  of  her  deftiny;  but  the  generous 
Conftantia,  feeing  the  impreflion  which  her 
fufferirigs  had  made  upon  me,  wrote  me  a 
letter  of  confolation .  She  arraigned  herfelf, 
with  an  amiable  degree  of  injuftice,  for 
having  painted  to  me,  in  colours  much  too 
ftrong,  the  unpleafant  qualities  of  her  aunt, 
and  the  difquietude  of  her  own  condition  : 
flie  flattered  me  with  the  idea,  that  my 
vifit  and  advice  to  her  had  given  a  more 
chearful  caft  to  her  mind  ;  and  Ihe  encou- 
raged me  to  hope,  that  time  would  make 
her  a  perfeft  philofopher.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  few  years,  I  received  feveral  letters 
from  my  friend,  and  all  in  this  comfortable 
ftrain.  At  length  fhe  fent  me  the  follow- 
ing billet: 

*'  My 
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<c  My  dear  friend, 
«  I  am  preparing  to  fet  out,  in  a  few 
€t  days,  for  a  diftant  country ;  and,  before 
cc  my  departure,  I  wifh  to  trouble  you  with 
cc  an  interefting  commiflion :  if  poffible, 
cc  indulge  me  with  an  opportunity  of  im- 
cc  parting  it  to  you  in  pcrfon,  where  I  now 
«  am.  As  it  will  be  the  laft  time  I  can 
cc  expeft  the  fatisfadtion  of  feeing  you  in 
cc  this  world,  I  am  perfuaded  you  will 
c<  comply  with  this  anxious  requeft  of 
cc  Your  much  obliged, 

<(  and  very  grateful, 

cc  Constants." 


In  perufing  this  note,  I  concluded  that 
Mrs.  Braggard  was  going  to  execute  the 
projeft  flie  had  mentioned,  and  was  really 
preparing  to  carry  her  niece  to  Jamaica  j 
yet,  on  refleftion,  if  that  were  the  cafe,  Con- 
ftantia  might,  I  thought,  have  contrived  to 
fee  me  with  more  convenience  in  her  paflage 
through  London.  However,  I  obeyed  her 
fummons  as  expeditioufly  as  I  could*     In  a 
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few  minutes  after  my  arrival  in  the  town 
where  fhe  refided,  I  was  informed,  by  the 
landlord  of  the  inn  at  which  I  Hopped, 
that  the  life  of  my  poor  friend  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  in  dapger.  This  information 
at  once  explained  to  me  the  myftery  of  her 
billet.  I  haftened  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 
Braggard,  and,  in  the  midft  of  my  concern 
and  anxiety  for  my  fuffering  friend,  I  felt 
feme  cunfort  on  finding,  that  in  our  inter- 
view we  fhould  not  be  tormented  by  the 
prefence  'of  her  unfeeling  aunt,  as  that  lady 
had  been  tempted  to  leave  her  declining 
charge,  to  attend  die  wedding  of  a  more 
fortunate  relation,  and  was  ftill  detained, 
by  fcenes  of  nuptial  feftivity,  in  a"  diftant 
county.  When  I  entered  the  apartment  of 
Conftantia,  I  perceived  in  her  eyes  a  ray  of 
joyous  animation,  though  her  frame  was  fo 
emaciated,  and  fhe  laboured  under  fuch  a 
general  debility,  that  fhe  was  unable  to 
ftand  a  moment  without  affiftance. 

Having    difmiffed   her   attendant,    fhe 
itemed  to  colkft  all  the  little  portion  of 

ftrength 
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.  ftrength   that    remained  in  her  decaying 
'  frame,  to    addrefs  me  in    the   following 
manner : 

cc  Be  not  concerned,  my  dear  friend,  at 
u  an  event,  which,  though  you  might  notA 
€t  perhaps,  expeft  it  fo  fbon,  your  friend* 
cc  ihip  will,  I  hope,  on  jrefle&ion,  confider 
C€  with  a  fincere,  though  melancholy  fatif* 
. €€  faftion.  You  have  often  been  fo  good 
cc  as  to  liften  to  my  complaints ;  forgive 
<c  me,  therefore,  for  calling  you  to  be  a 
cc  witnefs  to  that  calm  and  devout  com- 
cc  fort,  with  which  I  now  look  on  the  ap- 
proaching end  of  all  my  unhappinefs ! 
You  have  heard  me  fay,  that  I  thought 
there  was  a  peculiar  cruelty  in  the  lot 
<c  that  Heaven  had  affigned  to  me  $  but  I 
<c  now  feel,  that  I  too  haftily  arraigned  the 
difpenfations  of  Providence.  Had  X 
been  furrounded  with  the  delights  of  a 
happy  domeftic  life,  I  could  not,  I  be- 
cc  lieve,  have  beheld  the  near  approaches  of 
<c  death  in  that  clear  and  confolatory  light 
in  which  they  now  appear  to  me*     My 
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*  pad:  murmurs  are,  I  truft,  forgiven,  and  I 

*  now  paythemoft  willing  obedience  to  the 
**  decrees  of  the  Almighty.  The  country, 
"  to  which  I  am  departing,  is,  I  hope  and 
cc  Jbelieve,  the  country  where  I  (hall  be 
"  again  united  to  the  loft  obje&s  of  my 
cc  tendered  afJe&ion.  I  have  but  litde 
€€  bufinefs  to  adjuft  on  earth — may  I  in* 
€€  treat  the  favour  of  you,"  continued  Con* 
ftanria,  with  fome  hefitation,  "  to  be  my  ex- 
cc  ecutor •?— My  property,"  added  (he,  with 
a  tender  yet  ghaftly  (mile, cc  being  all  con- 
<c  tained  in  this  narrow  chamber,  will  not 

give  you  much  embarraffment  j  and  I 
(hall  die  with  peculiar  peace  of  mind,  if 
you  will  kindly  aflure  me,  I  (hall  be  bu- 
ried by  the  fide  of  my  dear,  unhappy 
<c  father."  The  tender  thoughts  that  over- 
whelmed her,  in  mentioning  her  unfortu- 
nate parent,  now  rendered  her  utterance  al- 
moft  indiftinft;  yet  (he  endeavoured  to 
enter  on  fome  private  family  reafons  for 
applying  to  me  on  this  fubjeft.  I  thought 
it  moft  kind  to  interrupt  her,  by  a  general 
'  Vffc,  I.  O  affurance 
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efiurance  of  my  conftant  defire  to  obey,  at 
all  times,  every  injmt&km  of  her's;  and, 
obfenring  to  her,  that  her  diftemper  ap- 
peared to  be  nothing  bat  mere  weaknefs  of 
body,  I  exprefied  a  hope  of  feeing  her  re- 
ftored.  But,  looking  ftedfaftly  upon  me, 
flie  laid,  after  a  paufc  of  feme  moments, 
"  Be  not  fo  unkind  as  to  wifh  me  to  reco- 
"  vcr;  for,  (  in  the  world,  I  only  fill  up  a 
"  place  whkh  may  be  better  fupplied 
f<  when  I  have  made  it  empty/0  The 
calm  and  pathetic  voice,  with  which  fhe 
pronounced  thefe  affe&ing  words  of  Shake- 
fpeare,  pierced  me  to  the  foul ;  I  was  una- 
able  to  reply,  and  I  felt  an  involuntary  tear 
on  my  check.  My  poor  friend  perceived 
k,  and  immediately  exclaimed,  in  a  more 
afie&ionate  tone,  "  You  are  a  good,  but 
"  weak  mortal ;  I  muft  difmifs  you  from  a 
<c  fcene,  which  I  hoped  you  would  have 
cc  Supported  with  more  philofophy.  In- 
"  deed,  I  begin  alfo  to  feel,  that  it  is  too 
a  much  for  us  both*  if  I  find  myfclf  a 
little  ftronger  to-morrow,  I  will  fee  you 

"  again;. 
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n  again ;  but  if  I  refiife  you  admittance  to 
**  my  chamber,  you  muft  not  be  offended : 
*  and  now  you  muft  leavfe  rrtej  dd  not 
«  attfcmpt  to  fay  adieu,  but  give  itie  your 
a  hand,  and  God  blefs  you  Y*  Preffing 
her  cold  emaciated  fingers  to  tny  lips,  I 
left  her  apartment,  as  (he  ordered  me,  in 
filent  hade,  apprehending,  from  the  changes 
in  her  countenance*  that  fhe  was  in  danger 
of  fainting.  The  next  morning  fhe  lent 
me  a  fhort  billet,  in  a  trembling  hand, 
begging  me  to  excufe  her  not  feeing  me 
again,  as  it  arofe  from  motives  of  kindnefs— 
and  in  the  evening  (he  expired.  Such  was 
the  end  of  this  excellent,  unfortunate  being, 
in  the  forty-fecond  year  of  her  age.  The 
calamities  of  her  life,  inftead  of  giving  any 
afperity  to  her  temper,  had  (bftened  and 

refined  it. Farewell — Thou  gentle  and 

benevolent  fpirit,  if,  in  thy  prefent  fcene  of 
happier  exiftence,  thou  art  confeious  of 
fublunary  occurrences,  difdain  not  this  im- 
perfect  memorial  of  thy  (ufferings  and  thy 
fiftuta  I  and,  if  the  pages  I  am  now  writ- 

O  2  ing, 
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ing,  fhould  faU  into  the  hand  of  any  indU 
gent  and  deje&ed  maiden,  whofe  ill  fortune 
may  be  fimilar  to  thine,  may  they  footh  and 
diminish  the  difquietude  of  her  life,  and 
prepare  her  to  meet  the  dofe  of  it  with 
jpiety  and  compofure  I. 
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CHAP.     III. 

* 

On  the  Charity  of  Old  Maids. 

WHEN  nature  has  beftowed  on  the 
ancient  virgin  a  conftitutional  fund 
of  benevolence,  and  fortune  has  blefied  her 
with  wealth,  her  condition  is  highly  fa- 
vourable to  the  exercife  of  beneficent  vir- 
tue. As  (he  is  not  encumbered  with  that 
load  of  houftiold  care,  and  parental  folici- 
tude,  which  is  apt  to  cramp  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  married  dame,  and  to  confine 
it  within  the  circle  of  a  {ingle  family,  her 
kindnefs  and  liberality  will  be  often  found 
to  indulge  themfelves  in  a  more  ample 
field.  If,  among  the  many  virtues  that 
dignify  human  nature,  there  is  any  one  that 
may  claim  pre-eminence  in  the  fight  of 
earth  and  heaven,  I  apprehend  it  mud  b? 
charity ; — and  of  charity,  in  the  moft  enw 
and  apgftolical  fenfe  of  it,  I  had 
;.  O  3  once 
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once  the  happinefs  of  knowing  a  fingular 
and  perfect  image,  in  the  perfon  of  a  moil 
amiable  Old  Maid.  To  a  faithful  defcrip- 
tion  of  this  lady,  under  the  name  of  Cha~ 
rieffa,  I  fhaU  devote  this  chapter,  fenfible 
that  nothing  which  my  own  fancy  or  un- 
derftanding  might  fuggeft,  on  die  prefeqt 
fabjedt,  could  afford  to  my  fair  readers  4 
more  ufeful  lcflbn,  than  they  will  find  in  the 
charadter  of  a  departed  fifter,  whom  an  eafy 
fortune,  and  unexampled  benevolence,  ren- 
dered, perhaps,  the  very  happieft.Old  Maid 
that  ever  exifted, 

Charieffa  was  the  youngeft  child  of  a- 
worjhy  and  aftive  gendcman,  who,  though 
his  name  had  a  place  in  the  will  of  a  very 
Opulent  father,  fuffered  many  hardftups,  in 
the  early  part  of  his  life,  from  the  fcantinefs 
of  his  patrimony. .  His  father  was  infc&ed 
with  that  ridiculous,  or  rather  deteftable, 
family  pride,  by  which  many  pejfons  are 
tempted  to  leave  dieir  younger  children  in 
gbfolute  indigence,  from  the  vain  and  ab«- 
ford  projedt  pf  aggrvidifing  an  eldeft  fon  * 

a  projeft 
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*  projeft  which  was  fuggefted  to  the  pld 
gentleman  we  are  fpeaking  of,  by  his  dif- 
covqy  of  a  genealogical  table,  which  un- 
luckily qpabled  him  to  trace  his  progeni- 
tors to  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth, 
when  it  appeared  that  one  of  his  anceftors 
was  high  flieriff  for  the  county  in  which  he 
xefided.  . 

As  the  father  of  Chariefla  had  felt  all  the 
evils  arifing  from  an  unjuft  diftribution  ot 
property,  he  determined  to  leave  whatever 
fortune  he  might  himfelf  acquire,  in  equal 
proportions  among  his  children.  From  a 
very  fortunate  marriage,  and  much  unex- 
pected fuccefs  in  life,  he  was  enabled,  at  his 
deceafe,  to  leave  to  his  fon,  and  to  each  of 
his  two  daughters,  a  portion  equivalent  to 
fixteen  thoufand  pounds. 

The  fon  had  been  educated  in  one  of  die 
firft  mercantile  houfes  of  London,  and,  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  was  juft  re- 
turned from  a  tour  to  the  continent,  where 
be  had  been  engaged  in  fixing  his  future 

O  4        correfpondences, 
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correfpondences,  before  he  fettled  as  a 
merchant. 

He  had  pafled  fome  few  years  injrade, 
when  his  uncle,  the  eldeft  broditr  of  his 
father,  died  without  iflue,  and  left  him.  the 
family  eftate,  on  the  condition  of  his  quit- 
ting commerce  entirely,  and  redding  at  the 
ancient  feat  of  the  Trackums.  He  obeyed 
the  injun&ion  of  the  will,  and  retired  into 
the  country  with  his  wife,  who,  though  a 
celebrated  beauty,  was  a  lady  of  infinite 
difoetion,  and  diftinguifhed  through  life  by 
the  mod  prudent  attention  to  a  numerous 
family. 

'Squire  Trackum,  as  we  fhall  now  call 
him,  changed  his  manners  with  his  place 
of  abode,  and  quitted  the  grave  addrefs  of 
the  important  merchant,  to  aflume  the 
boifterous  jocularity  of  the  efquires  that 
furrounded  Kim.  In  a  fhort  time  he  was 
1b  completely  metamorphofed,  that  in  his 
firft  vifit  to  town  he  greatly  aftonifhed  and 
entertained  his  old   acquaintance  of  the 

city  j 


-  -a 
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City;  but  his  real  chara&er  remained  the 
fame.  He  now  concealed,  under  the  maflc 
of  ruftic  joviality,  that  uncommon  fhare  of 
worldly  wifBom,  which  he  formerly  hid 
under  the  mantle  of  ferious  and  folemn 
franknefs  j  he  even  carried  into  the  field  of 
rural  fport,  that  inceffant  attention  to  inte- 
reft  which  he  ufed  to  exert  upon  Change, 
and,  in  the  very  moment  when  he  was  gal- 
loping after  a  hare,  would  calculate  the 
chances  of  fettling  a  daughter  in  marriage, 
or  letting  a  farm  to  advantage.  In  one 
unguarded  moment  of  real  franknefs,  when 
he  was  warmed  by  the  bottle,  he  boafted,  to 
an  intimate  friend,  that  he  never  pafled  ten 
minutes  in  the  company  of  any  man,  with- 
out confidering  how  he  might  derive  fome 
degree  of  pecuniary  or  jnterefted  advantage 
from  his  acquaintance. 

Before  the  Yquire  aflumed  his  rural  cha- 
racter, Erinnis,  the  eldeft  of  his  two  lifters, 
had  married   a    gentleman    of  a  diftant 
county,  who  was  refpefted  as  the  defen- 
dant 
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dant  of  an  ancient,family^  and  the  poflcffi* 
of  a  large  cftate. 

The  unmarried  Chariefia,  whole  temper, 
fuitable  to  her  pleafing,  elegant  perfon,  was 
fprighdy,  generous,  and  unfufpe&ing,  con- 
ceived a  molt  lively  attachment  to  the  wife 
and  children  of  her  brother,  whom  flie  al- 
ways regarded  with  fuch  affe&onate  confi- 
dence, that  fhe  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  guided, 
in  all  important  points,  by  his  judgment 
and  advice. 

The  provident  'fquire,  confidering  that 
a  rich  maiden  aunt  is  an  admirable  prop  to 
die  younger  branches  of  a  very  fruitful 
houfe,  had  very  early  determined  within 
himfelf,  that  his  lifter,  Chariefia,  fhould  pafs 
her  life  in  fingle  blefiednefs;  and  he 
doubted  not  but  he  had  fufficient  addrefs 
to  confirm  her  an  Old  Maid,  by  the  artful 
device  of  perpetually  exprefling  the  moft 
friendly  folicitude  for  her  marrying  to  ad* 
vantage.  He  had  perfuaded  her,  on  his 
leaving  London,  to  chufe  for  her  refidence 

a  provincial 
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si  provincial  town,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Trackum-hall,  and  by  thus  fecuring  her 
within  the  reach  of  his  conftant  obfervation, 
and    ftudying    to   increafe   the   influence 
which  he  had  already  acquired  over  her 
frank  and  affectionate  fpirit,  he  took  the 
moft  effectual  precautions  for'accbmplifh- 
ing  his  wifhes.    As  Chariefla  was  in  that 
rank  of  life,   in  which  matrimonial  ap- 
proaches are  made  rather  in  a  flow  and 
ceremonious,  than  a  rapid  and  ardent,  man- 
ner, the  watchful  'fquire  had  fufficient  time 
and  opportunity  to  counteract  the  attempt 
of  every  man,  whom  he  found  guilty,  or 
whom  he  fufpeCted,  of  a  defign  on  the  heart 
and  hand  of  this  devoted  veftal.    By  in- 
ducing his  innocent  filter  to  believe,  that 
he  moft  heartily  wifhed  to  fee  her  well  mar- 
ried, and  by  perfuading  her,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  think  highly  of  his  penetration 
into  the  real  characters  of  men— a  penetra- 
.  tion  which  it  is  difficult  for  fingle  ladies  to 
acquire — he  brought  the  good  and  credu- 
\tm  Chariefla  to  fee  all  her  lovers  exactly 

in 


• 
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tures  01  uncc  g^iiuv,. ..«..«, 
rally   eftecmed  unexceptionable;    b 
friendly  zeal  of  the  vigilant  Tqui 
difcovered,    that    they    were    all 
unworthy   of  fo  excellent  a  crea 

Chariefla. 

The  mean  defigns  of  felf-intereft 
qucntly  puniflied  with  the  heavy  tas 
licitude,  concerning  the  many  dan 
which  they  are  commonly  expofe 
happened  thus  with  our  prudent  a 
cefsful  'fquire.  He  triumphed, 
by  putting  every  fuitor  to  flight 
Chariefla  refided  within  the  reach 
indefatigable  attention  j  but  there  * 
Hods,  in  which  he  was  tormented 

™»fl-lff<!  armrehenfion  of  lofing  all  tl 
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family  of  her  brother^  Charicfla  did  not 
ceafe  to  love  or  to  vifit  her  filter  Erinnis  5 
and  fhe  rdblved  to  pafs  the  fummer  of 
every  third  year  at  the  houfe  of  that  lady, 
who  was  fettled  in  a  very  diftant  part  of  the 
kingdom.  Erin  nis^  was  one  of  thofe  extra- 
ordinary women,  whom  nature,  in  a  fit  of 
perverfity,  now  *nd  then  produces,  appa- 
rently for  no  purpofe,  but  that  of  proving 
a  burthen  to  themfelves,  and  a  torment  to 
all  around  them.  Erinnis  had  poffeffed, 
like  her  lifter,  youth  and  beauty,  opulence 
and  tinderftanding  j  but  (he  poffeffed  them 
only  to  fhew,  that,  valuable  as  thefe  en- 
dowments are,  they  are  utterly  inefficient 
to  fecure  happinefs  or  efteem,  without  the 
nobler  bleflings  «f  a  benevolent  heart  and 
a  regulated  mind.  She  was  early  married 
to  Sir  Gregory  Gourd,  a  placid  and  honeft 

• 

baronet,  who,  in.  rather  an  advanced  feafon 
of  life,  had  united  himfelf  to  this  young 
lady,  by  the  advice  of  his  relations,  for  the 
two  following  purpofes :  firft,  to  pay  off  an 
incumbrance  on  his  ancient  cftate  with  a  part 

1  of 
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of  her  ample  do wer  9  and  fecondly,  to  pro* 
Tide  a  male  heir  to  that  honourable  houfe, 
whofe  antiquity  he x  contemplated  with  a 
complacent  and  inoffenfive  pride.  The 
lucklefs  knight  was  doubly  difappbinGed  id 
thefe  his  two  favourite  ptejfe&s*  As  to  the 
firft,  indeed/  he  paid  off  a  mortgage;  but 
foon  found  himfelf  involved^  bjr  the  profa-* 
Son  of  hi»  Wife,  in  much  heavid*  debts  i  a£ 
to  his  fecond  hope,  whether  he  had  entered 
too  far  into  the  vale  of  yeari  to  be  gra- 
tified in  fuch  an  expe&afion,  or  whether 
nature,  who  had  certainly  given  no  mater- 
nal tendernefs  to  the  temper  of  Erinnis,  had 
therefore  wifely  determined,  that  (he  fhoukl 
never  be  a  mother,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
decide ;  but  certain  it  is/  that,  vehemently 
as  (he  panted  for  this  event,  Erinnis  had 
never  any  near  prolpeft  of  producing  * 
child.  This  difappointment,  from  what 
caufe  foever  it  might  proceed,  had  fuch  an 
incefiant  tendency  to  inflame  the  natural 
contemptuous  malignity  of  her  fpirit,  tffctt 
flic  infulted  the  poor  ftfcmiffive  old  knight 

with 
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with  every  humiliating  outrage,  which  an 
imperious  wife  can  inflift  on  a  terrified  and 
unrefifting  hufbancL 

The  extreme  envy  with  which  the  fine 
and  floinifliing  group  of  her  brother's  chil- 
dren infpircd  her,  tempted  the  defperate 
Erinnis  to  try  the  delufive  and  dangerous 
afliftance  of  quacks  j  who,  hired  by  the  pro* 
digality  with  which  fhe  was  willing  to  pay 
for  what  could  not  be  purchaied,  fed  her, 
for  a  long  time,  with  frefh  hopes  of  produ- 
cing, by  their  various  noftrums,  what  nature 
was  refolutely  determined  to  withhold. 

Thefe  villainous  drugs  had  not  only  all 
the  mifchkvous  efie&s  of  drams,  both  on 
her  countenance  and  temper,  but  led  her 
into  the  habit  of  applying  for  prefent  relief, 
in  all  her  uneafy  fenfations  of  mind  and 
body,  to  thofe  flattering  and  falfe  friends  of 
the  perturbed  fpirit. 

Her  paflions,  naturally  vehement  and 
acrimonious,  were  thus  inflamed  into  fits  of 
frenzy  j  but  in  the  moments  of  her  moft 
intemperate  abfurdity  and  extravagance,  fee 

conftandy 


attection  was  yai";  *• — >  — -     ± 

tended.     There  was,  indeed,  fo  ei 

fo  pure,  fo  fublime  a  fpirit  of  ii 

benevolence  in  the  chafer  of  ( 

that  it  could  not  fail  to  infpire  evei 

nity  and  madnefs  with  fome  portion 

love  or  refpeft.  But  this  paffionat 

ment  of  Erinnis  to  her  lifter  aroi 

from  a  mercenary  motive.    Thoi 

rieffa  was,  in  general,  bleffcd  w 

health  and  good  fpirits,  fhe  was  f 

fubjea  to  certain  feverifli  attacks, 

her  life  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  dan 

Erinnis,  who  had   fquandered 

fums  in  the  public  difplay  of  m 

ward  magnificence,  and  in  man 

^t_i_  *x  »vru>nrr.  was   erown 
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•with  all  the  eagernefs  of  avarice,  to  the  fe- 
veral  thoufand  pounds,  which  fhe  was  fure 
of  gaining,  if  the  good  angel  Chariefla 
took  her  flight  to  heaven.  In  her  molt 
ftupifying  fits  of  intoxication,  and  in  her 
mod  furious  fallies  of  ill-humour,  fhe  never 
loft  fight  of  this  expefted  legacy.  Cha- 
riefla, whofe  pure  and  generous  mind  could 
hardly  have  been  induced  to  believe,  that 
fuch  an  idea  ever  entered  into  any  human 
breaft,  not  only  never  fufpefted  the  profufe 
profeflions  of  this  pretended  love,  but  gave 
a  very  fingular  and  touching  proof  of  the 
genuine  fifterly  affeftion  and  confidence, 
with  which  her  own  heart  was  infpired.  It 
happened,  that  fhe  was  attacked  by  a  very 
•dangerous  fever,  at  the  houfe  of  Erinnis. 
After  many  days  confinement  to  her  bed, 
bring  alone  with  her  phyfician,  fhe  faid  to 
-him,  in  a  very  calm  and  unembarraffed 
manner,  "  Pray,  fir,  tell  me  very  frankly, 
cc  do  you  think  I  fhall  die  ?"  _As  her  dif- 
temper  had  juft  taken  a  favourable  turn, 
die  doftor  very  chearfully  replied,  "  No, 
Vot.  L  P  "  indeed, 


LiUliiMwl      t'"*»    «•■»»  — 


don.     Charieffa  was  a  genuine  ( 

who,  having  weighed  both  this  w 

the  next  in  the  balance  of  reafoi 

faith,  was  at  all  times  perfeftly  pre 

her  natural  diffolution.  Her  cxclam 

the  di&ate  of  the  moil  generous  an 

relied  tendernefs :  fhe  had  feen 

Erinnis  counterfeit  fuch  inordinat 

during  the  courfe  of  her  malady,  a 

fondly  believed  the  truth  of  that 

fembled  affli&ion,  that,  totally  i 

every  felfifh  idea,  the  innocent 

confidered  only  the  joy,  with  i 

iuppofed  her  filler  would  conten 

unexpedled  recovery. 

Though  her  own  affe&ionate  a 
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ments  of  Erinnis,  Chariefla  was  very  far 
from  being  blind  to  the  many  glaring  faults 
of  her  turbulent  lifter ;  but  fhe  generoufly 
found  an  excufe  for  them,  which  converted 
them  at  once  into  obje&s  of  the  tendereft 
compafllon.  She  perfuaded  herfelf,  that 
the  fallow  and  ferocious  appearance,  in  the 
altered  countenance  of  Erinnis,  proceeded 
entirely  from  a  difeafe  in  her  liver,  and  that 
all  the  furious  perverfities  of  her  temper  were 
owing  either  to  the  internal  pain  of  this 
cruel  diforder,  or  to  the  hot  medicines 
which  (he  was  tempted  to  try.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  kind  idea,  fhe  mod  afli- 
duoufly  laboured,  not  only  to  apologife  for 
the  offcnfive  irregularities  in  the  conduit 
and  manners  of  Erinnis,  but  to  counteract, 
to  the  utmoft  of  her  power,  all  the  mif- 
chievous  effects  of  her  capricious  and  vin- 
dictive ill-humour :  fhe  raifed  and  com- 
forted the  poor  knight,  whenever  fhe  faw 
him  reduced  to  a  painful  ftate  of  humilia- 
tion,  by  the  frantic  infolence  of  his  wife ; 
(he  confoled  and  rewarded  the  innocent 
"    -  Pa  and 
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,and  unfortunate  domeftics,  whenever  fhe 
found  them  ftript  and  difcarded  by  their 
turbulent  and  offended  miftrefs :  in  fhorty 
fhe  endeavoured  to  maintain  a  degree  of 
order,  juftice,  and  decency,  throughout  a 
numerous  houfhold,  under  the  chaotic  do- 
minion of  a  malevolent  intoxicated  fury  $ 
and  whoever  has '  feen  her  in  this  trying  fi- 
tuation,  has  feen  a  perfedt  image  of  charity, 

believing  all  things,  hoping  all  things, 

enduring  all  things." 

Although  the  peaceable  and  chearful 
fpirit  of  Chariefla  could  find  but  litde  plea-  * 
fure  in  a  houfe  like  that  of  Erinnis,  a  com- 
panionate affe&ion  to  her  filler  made  her 
very  exadt  in  the  dated  feafon  of  her  vi- 
fits:  their  duration  always  extended  to  fix 
months,  and  fometimes  amounted  to  feven; 
a  circumftance  which  did  not  fail  to  in- 
creafe  the  tormenting  fears  of  her  diftant 
brother  Trackum,  who  always  contem- 
plated the  return  of  Chariefla  into  his  neigh- 
bourhood, with  that  fort  of  fatisfaftion, 
which,  is  felt-  by  the  tamer  of  a  bird,  on 

feeing 
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feeing  it,  after  fluttering  to  the  limits  of  an 
extra/ire  chamber,  return,  in  an  eafy  and 
voluntary  manner,  to  the  open  door  of  its 


Charieffa,  however,  was  very  far  from 
feeling  any  degree  of  conftraint :  fhe  de- 
parted on  many  of  thefe  diftant  vifits,  and 
returned  as  often  to  her  own  manfion,  with- 
out once  fufpe&ing  the  inquietude  which 
her  long  abfence  never  failed  to  excite. 
Indeed,  the  fearful  Tquire  might  have  faved 
himfelf  the  pain  of  many  teazing  doubts, 
and  many  private  perplexing  enquiries,  had 
he  been  capable  of  forming  a  juft  eftimate 
of  the  heart  and  mind  of  Charieffa ;  but 
this,  indeed,  he  was  not ;  and,  although  he 
knew  that  the  magnificent  but  lonely  habj- 
tion  of  Erinnis  was  as  much  avoided  as 
the  den  of  a  favage,  yet  he  trembled  at  the 
idea  of  the  lovers  that  the  unguarded  Cha- 
rieffa  might  meet  in  that  pompous  folitude. 
He  was  affured,  that  a  ruftic  apothecary, 
and  a  more  ruftic  divine,  were  the  only 
frequent  vifiters  at  this  dreary  caftle  >  but, 

P3  as 


might  tail  a  lacnnce  to  one  or  ui 
thefe  formidable  aflailants.  Thi: 
lefs  terror,  inftead  of  being  dimi 
time,  increafed  with  the  increalii 
Charieffa.  The  'fquire  was  very 
his  idea  of  Old  Maids  ;  he  concl 
no  virgin  turned  of  forty,  and  le 
to  her  own  difcretion,  could  refil 
trimonial  offer  whatever ;  and,  a 
had  reached  that  decifivc  period  < 
vifit  to  Erinnis,  his  fpirits  were  j 
depreflcd  by  his  defpair  of  her 
that  ftate  of  veftal  purity,  whi< 
fo  zealoufly  wiihed  her  to  mair 
length,  however,  his  apprehenfw 
feftually  terminated  by  an  evej 
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ftrongly  anticipated  by  the  imagination  of 
the  diftant  Tquire.     This  event  was  the 
death  of  Erinnis ;  who,  having  utterly  worn 
out  a  good  conftitution  by  the  mod  abfurd 
and  difgraceful  intemperance,  died,  as  (he 
had  lived,   in  magnificent    mifery.     The 
tender  Charieffa  paid  the  laft  offices  of  af- 
fection to  her  unworthy  fifter,  and  returned 
in  a  calm  and  pious  ftate  of  mind  from  the 
abode  of  joylefs  grandeur,   whole  vanity 
was  now  moft  completely  (hewn,  to  her 
own   peaceful  and  comfortable    manfion. 
Her  dilpofition  was  ftill  remarkably  chear- 
ful,  and  fhe  took  too  kind  and  too  virtuous 
an  intereft  in  the  general  happinefs  of  the 
living,  to  think  affedted  forrow  a  proper 
compliment  to  the  dead.     She  had  too 
clearly  ken   all  the  various   infelicity  of 
Erinnis,  not  to  confider  her  releafe  as  a 
bleflcd  event;  and  it  pleafed  Heaven  to 
reward  the  long  and  indulgent  attention, 
which  Ihe  had  paid  to  the  bodily  and  men- 
tal   infirmities  of  that  unhappy  relation, 
with  many  years  of  undifturbed  tranquil- 

P4  ifcy» 


*.  * 


V 


and  minutely  examine  that  invaluab 
of  mind,  which  enabled  her  to  gain, 
fecure,  the  rareft  and  moft  precarious 
human  poffeflions. — Charieflfa  was 
forty-two,  when  flic  returned  to  a  cc 
refidence  in  her  own  quiet  and  comfc 
manfion  :  fhe  was  naturally  fond  of  I 
and  her  eafy  fortune  enabled  her  to  e 
in  that  temperate  and  rational  ir 
which  fuited  her  inclination.  1 
made  many  juft  remarks  on  the  di 
conditions  of  female  life,  fhe  was  pe 
convinced,  that  (he  had  great  reafon 
fatisfied  with  her  own  fingle  ftate,  i 
incidents  arofe,  that  could  make  her  i 
change  it.     Her  patrimonial  fortur 
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legacies,  and  flic  enjoyed  an  income,  which, 
by  her  prudent  regulation  of  it,  not  only 
Applied  her  with  all  the  ufual  comforts  of 
affluence,  but  furnifhed  her  with  the  exalted 
pleafure  of  conferring  happinefs  on  a  fe- 
le&ed  number  of  induftrious  poor.  She 
had  a  fpacious  and  chearful  houfe,  that  pe- 
culiarly pleafed  her  own  fancy,  and  a  fet  of 
intelligent  and  good-humoured  domeftics, 
who  were  attached,  more  by  affeftion  than 
by  intereft,  to  her  perfon ;  and  the  neigh- 
bouring feat  of  her  brother  afforded  her  a 
young  flourifhing  family,  whom  fhe  fre- 
quently furveyed  with  all  the  tender  de- 
light of  an  affe&ionate  parent.  . 

Such  were  the  external  circumftances 
that  contributed  to  form  the  happinefs  of 
Chariefla;  circumftances,  indeed,  highly 
defirable  in  themfelves,  yet  utterly  infuffi- 
cicnt  to  make  a  woman  happy,  without 
thole  nobler  internal  bleffings,  yhich  were 
the  true  riches  of  Charieffa.  She  poflcfled, 
in  the  moil  eminent  degree,  a  chearful  fim- 
plicity  of  heart,  inexhauftible  benevolence, 

and 
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and  unaffe&ecj  piety.  It  was  by  the  con- 
ftant  yet  rrfodeft  exercife  of  thefc  admirable 
qualities,  that  Charieffa  fecured  to  herfelf, 
not  only  more  felicity,  but  even  more  pub- 
lic regard  and  attention,  than  was  obtained 
by  fome  fingle  ladies  of  her  neighbour- 
hood, who  were  undoubtedly  her  fuperiors 
in  the  attractive  endowments  of  beauty, 
opulence,  and  wit.  Charieffa,  perhaps, 
was  never  known  in  her  life  to  utter  a  witty 
repartee;  but,  fuch  is  the  lively  influence 
of  genuine  good-nature,  that  her  converfa- 
tion  never  failed  to  delight,  and  her  houfe 
was  frequented  as  the  abode  of  benevolent 
vivacity.  Though  fhe  had  paffed  the  gay 
period  of  youth,  and  never  affefted  to  dif- 
guife  her  age,  fhe  took  a  particular  fatisfac- 
tion  in  promoting  the  innocent  amufements 
of  the  young  j  indeed,  fhe  was  a  general 
friend  to  every  feafon  and  every  rank  of 
life :  even  the  common  acquaintance  of 
Charieffa,  if  they  had  any  occafion  to  wifh 
for  her  afliftance,  were  fure  of  finding  her, 

without 
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without  felicitation,  a  zealous  promoter  of 
their  profperity  and  pleafure. 

There  was  a  period  in  her  life,  at  which 
fbmc  of  her  uncandid  neighbours  conjec- 
tured, that  the  fubtle  vice  of  avarice  was  be- 
ginning to  infeft  her ;  fhe  fuddenly  parted 
with  her  chariot,  and  reduced  her  eftablifli- 
ment,  without  aligning  her  reafons  for 
conduit  fo  furprifmg.  In  a  few  years 
fiie  returned  her  equipage,  and  recom- 
menced her  ufual  flyle  of  living,  with  as 
much  or  rather  more  fplendor  than  ever. 
This  ftill  more  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  neighbourhood  j  and  the  very  people, 
who,  on  the  former  alteration,  had  accufed 
her  of  avarice,  now  exclaimed,  that  (he  was 
either  feized  with  the  frenzy  of  extrava- 
gance, or  was  endeavouring  to  allure  a 
hufband.  It  was,  however,  proclaimed, 
upon  her  death,  by  the  worthy  family  of  a 
deceafed  merchant,  that,  under  the  promife 
of  die  mod  abfolute  fecrccy,  fhe  had  al- 
lotted to  his  afliftance,  during  the  years  of 
the  above-mentioned  retrenchment,  a  full 

5  moiety 
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moiety  of  her  income,  by  which  generous 
exertion  fhe  had  fupported  him  through 
feme  moft  cruel  and  undeferved  diftrcfles, 
enabled  him  to  retrieve  his  circumftances, 
and  preferve  his  family  from'  impending 
ruin. 

Though  her  fpirits  were  naturally  quick, 
and  her  affedKons  very  ftrong,  I  never 
heard  an  inftance  of  her  being  at  any  time 
betrayed  into  an  uncandid  animofity.  The 
town,  in  which  lhe  refided,  was  frequently 
diftra&ed  by  ecclefiaftical  and  parliamentary 
contention.  In  thofe  uncharitable  ftrug- 
gles  for  power,  the  relations  of  Chariefla 
were  often  hotly  engaged.  Her  affe&ionate 
heart  never  failed,  indeed,  to  take  a  lively 
intereft  in  all  their  purfuits,  but  fhe  never 
ridiculed  or  vilified  their  opponents,  with 
thofe  eager  and  illiberal  inveftives,  which 
have  been  known  to  flow,  upon  fuch  ex- 
afperating  occafions,  from  the  lips  of  many 
a  quiet  fpinfter,  and  of  many  a  fober  ma- 
tron. The  enmity  of  ChariefTa  was  as  *ge~ 
©erous  as  her  friendfhip;    and,  whenever 

fhe 
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fhe  heard  fuch  petty  abufive  tales,  as  are 
bafely  fabricated  in  every  popular  conteft, 
for  the  purpofe  of  the  hour,  although  they 
favoured  her  own  party,  fhe  would  dif- 
countenance  their  circulation,  or  expofe 
their  abfurdity.  Nor  was  this  liberality  of 
conduft  without  its  reward :  Charieffa  had 
the  fatisfadtion  of  perceiving,  that  fhe  con- 
ciliated to  herfelf  the  perfeft  refpedt  and 
good-will  of  the  moft  oppofite  contending 
characters.  Perhaps  there  never  lived  a 
human  being,  fo  fairly  and  fully  poflefled 
of  general  efteem;  and,  to  a  mind  truly 
amiable,  there  can  hardly  be  a  date  of 
earthly  enjoyment  fuperior  to  what  arifcs 
from  inceflant  and  open  proofs  of  being 
univerfally  beloved.  Having  poflefled,  for 
many  years,  this  tranquil  and  pure  delight, 
the  tender  Chariefla  began  to  fink  under 
natural  infirmity  :  fhe  fuflained  a  fhort 
but  feverc  illnefs  with  exemplary  com- 
pofure*  and,  in  the  clofe  of  it,  with  that 
•calm  and  chearful  devotion  which  had 
dtttioguifhed  her  life,  fhe  reflgned  her  bene- 
•  *  volent 
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volent  fpirit  to  the  great  parent  of  all  be- 
nevolence. 

The  influence  of  her  virtue  was  very  far 
from  ceding  with  her  mortal  exiftence; 
and,  though  twelve  years  have  now  elapfed 
fince  the  deceafe  of  this  admirable  woman, 
her  excellent  qualities  are  ftill  frefli  in  the 
memory  of  all  who  had  the  happinefs  of 
her  acquaintance;  and  they  hardly  ever 
pafs  the  houfe  in  which  fhe  refided,  with- 
out beftowing  a  figh  of  regret,  or  a  fen- 
tence  of  praife,  on  the  merits  of  Charieffa. 

It  was*  undoubtedly,  the  warm  and  ge- 
nuine fpirit  of  charity,  in  the  fcriptural 
comprehenfive  fehfe  of  that  word,  which 
gave  fo  ftrong  an  effedt  to  the  fimple  cha- 
racter of  this  excellent  perfon.  Indeed,  in 
the  formation  of  her  charadter,  it  feemed  as 
if  nature  had  determined  to  fhew  how  far 
her  own  powers  were  fufficient  to  make  a 
woman  both  amiable  and  happy,  without 
borrowing  any  afliftance  from  art.  So  the 
various  elegant  accomplifhments  that  par- 
ticularly belong  to  her  fex  and  her  ftaoon, 

we 


'OLD      M  A   I   D    S.        223 

we  might  almoft  fay,  that  ChariefTa  was  an 
abfolute  flranger :  fhe  had  no  ear  for  miN 
fie,  no  tafte  for  painting,  no  talents  for  any 
elaborate  and  graceful  works  of  the  needle; 
fhe  had  no  paflion  for  books,  and  had  there- 
fore contracted  fo  (lender  an  acquaintance 
with  polite  literature,  that,  in  common  dif- 
courfe,  fhe  adopted  many  terms  of  provincial 
vulgarity :  yet,  fo  admirably  did  cheajfulnefs 
and  good-nature  atone  for  all  her  defi- 
ciencies, that  it  was  impoffible  to  think 
her  converfation  tirefomc,  or  her  company 
infipid.  I  once,  indeed,  heard  it  remarked, 
by  an  ancient  fpinfter  of  her  neighbour- 
hood, who,  though  infinitely  more  opulent, 
was  not  half  fo  much  refpeded,  that  Cha- 
riefTa had1  a  very  weak  underftanding :  but 
if  to  avoid  all  the  little  jealoufies,  fufpi- 
cioqs,  and  bickerings  of  ordinary  fpirits ; 
if  to  conciliate  universal  regard,  without 
pra&ifing  the  ungenerous  arts  of  hypocrify 
and 'adulation;  if  to  purfue  and  relifh  the 
inoft  innocent  and  rational  pleafures  with 
jmodtfttion  and  gratitude  -,  if  to  difcharge 
V  the 
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the  moft  eflential  duties  with  regularity, 
devoid  of  oftentation ;  if,  in  fhort,  to  enjoy 
and  to  diftribute  the  valuable,  though  tranfi- 
tory  happinefs  of  this  world,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  fecure  the  permanent  and  in* 
eftimable  felicity  of  that  which  is  an- 
nounced to  us  by  the  promifes  of  Heaven ; 
if,  I  fay,  to  do  all  this  may  be  confidered  as 
a  proof  of  wifdom,  envy  herfelf  muft  allow, 
that  Chariefla  was  one  of  the  wifeft  as  well 
as  the  moft  fortunate  of  women. 

I  have  dwelt  with  peculiar  pleafure  on 
the  chara&er  of  this  amiable  perfon,  not 
only  from  the  affe&ion  which  I  bear  to  her 
memory,  but  from  the  wifh  of  exciting 
many  a  worthy  Old  Maid  to  emulate  that 
benevolent  alacrity  which  formed  the  hap- 
pinefs of  my  departed  friend.  No  example 
can,  I  think,  be  prefented  to  the  fifterhood, 
which  they  may  follow  witlv  greater  eafe, 
or  with  fuperior  advantage.  It  muft,  in- 
deed, be  allowed,  that  few  ancient  virgins 
poflefs  the  comfortable  affluence  of  Cha- 
riefla $  yet  her  excellence  arofe  not  from 

external 
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Cfterftal  circumftances ;  with  a  much  hum- 
bler revenue,  fhe  would  have  poflefled  and 
difcovercd  the  fame  generous  felicity  of 
ipirit.  Nature  is  equally  indulgent  to 
every  rank  in  life;  as  in  her  vegetable 
kingdom  fhe  has  kindly  made  the  fweeteft 
of  flowers  the  moll  common,  lb,  in  the 
moral  world,  fhe  has  placed  the  lovely  vir- 
tue, which  conduces  mod  to  human  happi- 
nefe,  equally  within  the  reach  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  rich  and  the  poor.  Benevolence 
may  be  confidered  as  the  rofe,  which  is 
found  as  beautiful  and  as  fragrant  in  the 
narrow  border  of  the  cottager,  as  in  the 
ample  and  magnificent  garden  of  the  noble. 
The  truth  of  genuine  charity  is  not  efti- 
mated  by  the  weight  of  what  fhe  gives ; 
and  the  mite  of  the  indigent  Old  Maid, 
like  that  of  the  poor  widow,  may  be  fupe- 
tior  in  real  merit  to  the  moft  fplendid  do- 
nation* Charity  is  a  theme,  on  which  the 
.  fublimeft  fpirits  have  fo  often  and  fo  ably 
dUcourfed j  it  is  a  virtue  of  fuch  acknow- 
ledged value  and  luftre,  that  to  fpeak  far- 
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tfaer  in  its  praifo  may  appear  like  an  at* 

tempt  - 

to  gild  refined  gttd, 

Or add  a  ferfme  to  the  violet.  . 

Yet,  after  all  the  admirabk  thing*  that  have 
been  written  on  this  lovely  prefident  of  the 
angelic  virtues,  it  remains,  I  think,  for  me 
to  fhew,  why  charity  may  with  fingulai 
propriety  be  recommended  to  that  fair  and 
tender  community,  of  which  I  have  now, 
and,  I  hope,  with  no  offenfive  arrogance, 
profefled  myfelf  the  paftor. 

The  unhappinefs  of  ancient  virgins  often 
arifes  from  a  certain  vacuity  of  heart,  which 
is  frequendy  the  natural  confequence  of 
their  peculiar  fituation.  I  have  fometimes 
confidered  the  bofom  of  an  Old  Maid  as  a 
kind  of  cell,  in  which  it  was  intended  that 
the  lively  bee,  Affedtion,  fhould  treafure  up 
its  colle&ed  fweets  ;  but  this  bee  happen- 
ing to  perifli,  before  it  could  properly  fctde 
en  the  flowers  that  fhoujd  afford  its  wealthy 
Ac  vacant  cell  nay  unluckily  become,  die 

abode 
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abode  of  that  drone  Indifference,  or  of  the 
wafp  Malignity.-  To  fpeak  in  lefs  figura- 
tive language: — the  want  of  proper  obje&s 
to  engage  and  employ  that  fund  of  tender- 
nefc,  which  nature  feldom  fails  to  beftow 
on  the  female  frame,  may  render  the  joylefs 
unconne&ed  fpinfter  both  troublefbme  to 
her  acquaintance,  and  a  burthen  to  herfelf. 
Of  all  the  different  kinds  of  want,  I  appre- 
hend that,  which  originates  in  the  heart, 
muft  be  the  moft  deprefling.  The  pains 
of  difappointed  hunger  and  thirft  are  un- 
doubtedly great ;  yet  a  deftiny  far  more 
deplorable  than  that  of  Tantalus  would  be 
afligned  to  that  being  (if  we  mayfuppofe 
fuch  a  being  to  exift)  who,  with  a  fpirk 
full  of  generous  and  kind  affe&ions,  fhould 
never  be  allowed  to  indulge  itfelf  in  a  fingle 
aft  or  expreflion  of  generality  or  kindnefs. 
Now  the  folitary  yet  benevolent  Old  Maid, 
who  has  no  hufband  to  love,  no  child  to 
idolize,  and,  perhaps,  no  friend  to  efteem, 
would  be  almoft  reduced  to  the  dreary  and 
m&rable  condition  which  I  have  here 
... .  t ,  Qjl  imagined. 
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imagined,  were  not'  charity,  who  has  the 
power  of  fupplying  even  the  tendercft  rela- 
tion, and  of  giving  children  to  the  child- 
lefs — were  not  charity,  I  fay,  both  perfe&ly 
able,  and  perpetually  ready, 

fofill  the  void  left  aching  in  the  hreaft. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  charity  to  poflefs. 
one  fignal  advantage  over  fome  of  the  moft 
eminent  paflions  and  virtues  of  the  human 
fpirk.  Ambition,  love,  and  friendfhip,  are 
not  only  lubjeft  to  mortification  and  difap- 
pointment,  but  cannot  even  exift  without 
the  afliftance  of  time  and  chance.  But 
charity  is  by  no  means  the  offspring  or  the 
flave  of  accident,  and  all  her  delights  are 
permanent  and  certain.  It  is  poffible,  that 
a  heart,  which  nature  has  rendered  capable 
of  the  moft  tender  and  fublime  attachment, 
may  wander  through  the  wildernefs  of  human 
life,  without  tafting  the  fweets  either  of  love 
or  friendfhip.  But  a  charitable  fpirit,  though 
confined  to  the'moft  narrow  and  barren  field 
of  aft  ion,  may  find  even  there  abundance  of 

objeftt 
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ftbje&s  to  call  forth,  and  to  reward,  tthe 
moft  falutary  and  delightful  exertions.  I 
exhort,  therefore,  the  folitary  Old  Maid— 
who  may  be  conlidered  as  the  inhabitant  of  a 
wUdernefs,  where  the  flowers  of  love  are  ut- 
terly withered,  and  thofe  of  friendlhip  very 
thinly  fcattered — to  make  charity  her  fa- 
vourite and  conftant  companion.  She  who 
does  fo,  will  infallibly  find,  in  the  delight 
ariling  from  fuch  intercourfe,  an  adequate 
and  lively  fubftitute  for  all  the  more  preca- 
rious pleafures,  of  which  the  caprice  of 
chance  may  have  cruelly  deprived  her. 

I  was  on  the  point  of  clofing  my  prefent 
chapter  with  the  preceding  exhortation, 
when  an  old  acquaintance  entered  my  ftudy, 
and,  before  he  ended  his  vifit,  obliged  me 
with  a  pleafing  and  ufeful  proof  of  genuine 
friendlhip,  in  a  full  and  frank  opinion  of 
the  newly  •written  pages  that  happened  to 
lie  before  me.  After  fome  ahimating  com- 
pliments on  the  defign  and  tendency  of  my 
work  in  general,  by  which  my  vanity  was 
more  flattered  than  it  may  become  me,  as  a 
: :  .  Qj  philofopherj 
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philosopher,  to  confefs,  my  friend  proceeded 
fn  die  following  manner :— cc  There  ap- 
€<  pears  to  me  a  deficiency  in  this  part  of 
u.  your  eflay,  which  time  and  chance  have 

*  enabled  me  to  fupply :  you  have^  indeed, 
"  done  ample  juftice,  in  many  points,  to 
i€  the  amiable  members  of  the  fifterhood ; 
u  you  have  fuccefsfully  expoled  the  falfe- 
€€  hood  of  that  vulgar  and  illiberal  prcju- 
u  dice,  which  concludes,  that  every  Old 
fC  Maid  is  a  mortified  being,  whom  the 
u  want  of  attractions,  or  the  influence  of 
<c  accident,  has  reduced,  againft  her  will, 

, u  to  a  very  woeful  condition ;  you  have 
cc  fhewn,  on  the  contrary,  by  argument 
u  and  example,  that  the  ancient  virgin  may 
<c  be  a  chearful  and  happy  creature,  com- 
u  pletely  contented  with  a  ftate,  which  (he 
cc  has  deliberately  chofen :  but  to  difchargc 
cc  your  duty  entirely  to  that  injured  and 
f  c  amiable  community,  whofe  advocate  you 
n  are,  it  remains  for  you,  I  think,  to  cele- 

*  brate  fome  characters,  who,  without  any 
*ct  injure  of  Romifli  fuperftition,  have  de- 

<c  voted 
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*  voted  themfehres  to  a  life  of  virginity, 
u  from  the  pure  and  fublime  motives  of 
u  friendfhip  and  afle&ioo.  I  have  my- 
<c  fel£"  continued  my  inftruftor,  u  the 
€€  happinefs  of  having  known  two  (ignal 
cc  inftances  of  that  generous  facrifice,  which, 
€t  I  think,  you  ought  to  commemorate;  I 
u  fliall  rejoice  in  feeing  the  chara&ers  of 
u  my  two  friends  immortalized  in  your 
u  benevolent  eflay  5  you  may  introduce 
€€  them  to  the  admiration  of  your  readers, 
te  under  the  titles  of  Angelica  and  Mele- 
u  tina.  Eminent  as  they  are  in  difinte- 
u  refted  virtue,  you  may  include  in  a  few 
"  pages,  all  that  is  material  in  the  hiftory 
«<  of  each." 

€  Mdetina  is  the  accompliihed  daughter 
c  of  opulent  parents.  Her  mdther  died 
4  when  file  was  very  young ;  her  father,  a 
c  man  of  a  feeling  and  liberal  mind,  de- 
4  voted  himfelf  entirely  to  die  education  of 
c  his  two  lovely  children,  Meletina  and  her 

*  brother,  who,  being  nearly  of  an  age,  and 
f  equal  in  all  the  beft  gifts  of  nature,  grew 

CU  «  up 
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*  up  together  in  the  tendereft  afFedtiOA*    It 

*  happened  that  Meletina,  now  turned  of 
€  twenty,  was  on  a  diftant  vifit,  at  the  houfe 
c  of  a  female  relation,  when  fhe  heard  that 

*  her  father,  whom  fhe  loved  moft  tenderly, 
c  was  attacked  by  a  very  dangerous  difor- 

*  der.    The  poor  girl  haftened  home  in 

*  the  moft  painful  anxiety,  which  was  con* 
c  verted  into  die  bittereft  diftrefc,  by  her 

*  finding,  on,  her  return,  that  her  father 
€  was  dead,  an4  her  brother  confined  by 

*  the  malignant  diftemper,  which  he  had 
c  caught  in  his  incefiant  attendance  on  the 
c  parent  they  had  loft.  The  utmoft  efforts 
c  were  ufed  to  keep  Meletina  from,  the 
f  chamber  of  her  brother ;  but  no  entreaties 
c  could  prevail  on  her  to  defert  the  only 

*  furviving  object  of  her  ardent  affe£tion> 
c  and,  defpifing  the  ide^  of  her  own  danger^ 
c  fhe  attended  the  unhappy  youth,  whp  was 

*  now  delirious,  with  fuch  tender  affiduity, 
€  that  fhe  would  not  permit  him  to  receive 

*  either  nourifhment  qt  medicine  from  any 

*  hand  byt  her  oyrn,    The  purity  of  he* 

*  conftitution* 
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conftitution,  or  the  immediate  cam  of 
Providence,  preferved  the  generous  Me- 
letina  from  infe&ion,  and  Heaven  granted 
to  her  earneft  prayers  the  endangered  life 
of  her  brother ;  but  his  recovery  feemed 
to  be  rather  defigned  as  a  trial  of  her  for- 
titude, than  as  a  reward  of  her  tendernefs : 
his  bodily  health  was  reftored  to  him,  but 
his  mental  faculties  were  deftroyed.  The 
unhappy  Meletina,  in  the  place  of  a 
lively  young  friend,  and  a  generous  pro- 
testor, found  only  a  poor  babbling  idiot  * 
whofe  fituation  appeared  to  her  the  morq 
deplorable,  becaufe,  though  he  had  ut- 
terly loft  a  folid  and  a  brilliant  under- 
ftanding,  he  feemed  to  retain  all  his  be- 
nevolent affe&ions.  By  one  peculiarity 
which  attended  him,  fhe  was  Angularly 
affefted  $  and,  perhaps,  it  made  her  re- 
iblve  on  the  extraordinary  facrifke,  which 
{he  has  offered  to  his  calamity.  The  pe- 
culiarity I  (peak  of  was  this :  he  not  only 
difcovered  great  fatisfaftion  in  the  fight 
f  of  hi?  fifter,  though  utterly  unable  to 

€  maintain 


■ 
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maintain  a  rational  converfation  with  her ; 
but  if  (he  left  him  for  any  confiderable 
time,  he  began  to  exprefs,  by  many  wild 
geftures,  extreme  agitation  and  anxiety, 
and  could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  touch 
any  food,  except  in  the  prefehce  of  Mele- 
tina.  Many  experiments  were  tried  to 
quiet  his  apprehenfions  on  this  point,  ana 
to  relieve  his  lifter  from  lb  inconvenient 
and  fo  painful  an  attendance,  Thefe  ex* 
periments  did  not  fucceed  i  but  two  me- 
dical friends  of  Meletina,  who  took  a  ge- 
nerous intereft  in  her  health  and  happi- 
nefs,  engaged  to  correct  this  peculiarity 
in  her  poor  fenfelefs  brother,  and  con- 
vinced her,  that  for  his  fake,  as  well  as 
her  own,  fhe  ought  to  acquiefce  in  fome 
painful  expedients  for  this  purpofe.  Her 
underftanding  was,  indeed,  convinced  by 
their  humane  and  judicious  arguments, 
but  her  heart  foon  revolted  againft  them  $ 
and,  after  two  or  three  fevere  but  uafuc- 
cefsful  attempts  to  correct  the  obftinate 
habit  of  the  affectionate  idiot,  (he  deter- 

c  mined 
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mined  to  irritate  him  no  farther,  but  to 
make  an  entire  facrifice  of  her  own  con- 
venience  and  pleafure  to  the  tranquillity 
of  this  unfortunate  being.  She  felt  a 
tender  and  melancholy  delight  in  pro- 
moting his  peace  and  comfort ;  but  the 
time  now  arrived,  in  which  the  force  and 
purity  of  her  (ifterly  attachment  was  ex- 
pofed  to  a  trial,  perhaps  as  fevere  as  ever 
woman  fiiftained.  A  year  and  fome 
months  had  now  elapfed  fince  the  deceafe 
of  her  father,  when  a  young  foldier  of  fa- 
mily and  fortune,  who  had  made  a  deep 
impreffion  on  her  youthful  heart,  returned % 
to  England  from  a  diftant  campaign.  He 
was  juft  recovered  of  a  wound,  which  had 
detained  him  abroad,  and  returned  home 
in  the  ardent  hope  of  being  completely 
rewarded  for  all  his  toils  and  fufferings, 
by  the  pofleffion  of  his  lovely  Meletina. 
She  received  him  with  all  the  frankneft 
and  warmth  of  a  fincere  and  virtuous  afj 
fe&ion ;  but,  after  they  had  given  to  each 
Other  a  long  and  circumftantial  account 

«  of 
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c  of  their  paft  diftrefles,  ihe  anfwered  his 
c  eager  propofal  of  immediate  marriage,  by 
*  declaring,  that  flie  thought  it  her  duty  to 
c  renounce  her  fair  profpeft  of  connubial 
c  happinefs,  and  to  devotef  herfelf  entirely 
'  to  that  unfortunate  brother,  who  e&iftcd 
c  only  by  her  inceflant  attention :  ihe  enu~ 
c  merated  the  many  reafons  that  inclined 
c  her  to  fuch  a  painful  facrifice,  with  all 
c  the  fimple  and  pathetic  eloquence  of  an- 
c  gelic  virtue.  Her  lover,  who  poflefled 
c  that  melting  tendernefs  of  heart,  which 
c  often  accompanies  heroic  courage,  lif- 
c  tened  to  all  her  arguments  with  a  filent 
c  though  paflionate  admiration,  and,  inftead 
c  of  attempting  to  detach  her  thoughts 
c  from  the  deplorable  condition  of  her  bro- 
c  ther,  he  offered  to  relinquifh  his  own 
c  adtive  purfuits,  to  engage  with  her  in  any 

*  plan  of  fequeftered  life,  and  to  take  an 

*  equal  part  in  the  fuperintendance  of  that 
€  haplefs  being,  who  had  fo  juft  a  title  to 
c  their  compaffion  and  their  care.  This 
'  generous  offer  overwhelmed  the  tender. 

*  €  Meletina. 
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Meletina.  For  fome  time  fhe  could  an- 
fwer  it  only  by  weeping ;  but  they  were 
tears  of  mingled  agony  and  delight.  At 
laft  Ihe  replied,  "  My  excellent  friend,  I 
fhall  now,  and  at  all  times,  have  the 
franknefs  to  avow,  that  you  are  extremely 
dear  to  me,  and  that  I  feel,  as  I  ought  to 
do,  the  uncommon  proof  which  you  are 
now  giving  me  of  the  pureft  affedtion  ; 
but  I  muft  not  fuffer  the  kindnefs  and 
gencrofity  of  your  heart  to  injure  your 
happinefs  and  glory.  I  muft  not  be  your 
wife.  The  peculiarity  of  my  fituation 
calls  for  fo  painful  a  facrifice ;  but  great 
facrifices  have  great  rewards ;  I  feel  that 
I  (hall  be  fupported  by  the  nohle  pride, 
ntot  only  of  difcharging  my  duty,  but  of 
preferving  your  tender  efteem,  which  I 
fliould  certainly  deferve  to  forfeit,  as  well 
as  my  own,  if  I  did  not  refolutely  decline 
your  too  generous  propofal."  The  afi- 
fe&ionate  young  foldier  endeavoured  to 
fbake  her  refolution,  by  every  argument 
that  the  truth  and  ardour  of  his  paffion 

€  could 
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*  could  poflibly  fuggeft.  Meletina  was  in- 
■  flexible ;  and  the  utmoft  that  her  lover 

*  could  obtain,  was  a  promife,  that  if,  by 

*  attention  and  time,  fhe  fucceeded  in  her 

*  hope  of  reftoring  the  intellects  of  her 

*  brother,  fhe  would  complete  the  fcene  of 

*  general  happinefs,  which  that  joyful  event 
1  would   occafion,  by  the  immediate  ac- 

*  ceptance  of  that  hand,  which  flie  now  tc- 
'  jected  only  from  the  jufl:  fcruples  of  ge- 

*  nu'ine  affeftion.  Having  thus  fettled  their 
'  very  delicate  conteft,  they  parted.  The 
1  foldier  rejoined   his  regiment;   but,    in 

*  fpite  of  military  diflipation,  continued  for 

*  a  long  time  to  write  very  tender  letters  to 

*  the  generous  Meletina.  At  laft,  how- 
'  ever,  whether  his  paflion  was  diminifte 

*  by  its  defpair  of  being  gratified,  or  wh< 
4  ther  the  purity  of  a  chafte  attachment 
'  incompatible  with  a  martial  life,  while 

1  was  engaged  in  dangerous   and  dift 

*  fervice,  he  was  deeply  involved  in  a  i 

*  perplexing  illicit  intrigue,  which  w 
'  probably  have  given  him  many  yea 

*  difquie 
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difquietude,  had  not  the  chance  of  war 
put  an  early  period  to  his  life  :  a  mufket- 
ball  pafled  through  his  body ;  but  he 
lived  long  enough  to  write  an  afFe&ionate 
parting  letter  to  Meletina,  in  which  he 
confeffed  his  fraikies,  extolled  her  angelic 
purity  of  heart,  and  entreated  her  to  do, 
what  he  folemnly  affured  her  he  did  him- 
fclf,  conflder  both  the  time  and  the  man- 
ner of  his  death,  not  as  a  misfortune,  but 
a  blefling.  Meletina  lamented  him  when 
dead,  as  fhe  had  loved  him  living,  with 
the  moft  faithful  tendernefs ;  fhe  mourned 
for  him  as  for  a  hufband ;  and,  though 
many  years  have  elapfed  fince  his  deceafe, 
a  grey  filk •  is  to  this  day  her  conftant  ap- 
pirel.  Nor  is  there  any  oftentation  in 
this  peculiarity  of  her  drefs  j  for  her  at- 
tendance on  her  brother  is  {till  fo  uni- 
form, that  (he  never  appears  in  public, 
and,  indeed,  is  never  abfent  from  her 

*  own  houfe  more  than  two  or  three  hours 

*  at  a  time.    From  habit,  and  the  affec- 
**  donate  caft  of  he*  temper,  fhe  takes  a 
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pleafure  in  the  petty  childifh  plays  by 
which  her  haplefs  companion  is  amufcd  % 
and,  fo  far  from  finking  herfelf  into  a  ftate 
of  indolence  or  apathy,  fhe  poffefles  great 
delicacy  of  manaers,  and  all  the  length 
and  luftre  of  a  refined  underftanding. 
She  is  now  turned  of  fifty ;  and,  though 
her  countenance,  when '  lhe'  is  filent,  has 
an  air  of  mild  and  touching  melancholy 
her  converfation  is  animated  and  chear- 
ful.  As  her  brother  pleafes  himfelf  by 
the  habit  of  riling  and  going  to  reft  with 
the  lark,  lhe  has  the  long  winter  evenings 
entirely  to  herfelf;  and  at  this  feafon  lhe 
has  a  great  lhare  of  fecial  enjoyment,  by 
receiving  the^  viflts  of  her  felefted  friends. 
To  thefe  lhe  is  remarkably  open  and  un- 
referved,  and  has  a  peculiar  pleafure  in 
talking  over    the    extraordinary  occur- 

.  rences  of  her  early  life.  This  circle,  in- 
deed, is  fmall,  though  it  is  juftly  eftcemed 
an  honour  to  lhare  the  friendfhip  of  Me- 
letina,  and  thofe  who  poffefs  it  have  the 

[  happinefs  of  knowing,  perhaps,  the  moft 

'  Angular 
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f  Angular  and  moft  intcrefting  of  ancient 

*  virgins.' 

cc  If  any  one  fhight  difpute  this  pre-emi- 
<f  nence  with  Meletina,  it  muft  be,  I  think, 
cc  the  more  fortunate  Angelica,  who  lived 
"  the  life  of  a  veftal  from  motives  equally 

*  amiable,  but  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity 
«  and  delight." 

€  Angelica  was  the  only  child  of  a  wor- 
'  thy  gentleman,  who  having  loft  his  wife, 
c  and  dying  himfelf  during  the  infancy  of 
4  his  daughter,  left  her,  with  an  eftate  of 
c  about  a  thoufand  a  year,  to  the  care  of 
€  his  moft  intimate  friend,  a  man  of  great 
c  integrity  and  benevolence,  with  a  mode- 
c  rate  fortune  and  a  numerous  family.  An- 
€  gelica  grew  up  in  the  moft  affeftionate 

*  intimacy  with  all  the  children  of  her  ex- 
€  cellent  guardian ;  but  her  favourite  friend 
c  was  his  eldeft  daughter,  whom  we  will 
c  call  Fauftina.  She  was  born  in  the  fame 
c  year  with  Angelica,  and  poflefled  the 
c  fame  intelligent  (weetnefs  of  temper,  with 

*  die  additional  advantages  of  a  beautiful 

*  Vql.  I.  R         €  countenance 
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countenance  and  a  majeftic  pcrfon.  An* 
gelica  had  never  any  claim  to  either  of 
thefc  perfe&ions :  her  feature  was  rather 
below  the  common  fize,  and  her  features, 
though  foftened  #by  modefty,  and  ani- 
mated by  a  lively  underftanding,  were 
neither  regular  nor  handfome $  but,  from 
the  tenor  of  her  life,  it  may  be  queftioned, 
if  any  female  ever  poffefled  a  more  beau- 
tiful foul.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
fhe  continued  to  refide  in  the  houfe  of 
her  guardian,  when  a  young  man  of  a 
plfiafing  perfon  and  moft  engaging  man- 
ners, to  whom  we  will  give  the  name 
of  Eumenes,  became  a  very  afliduous  vi- 
fiter  at  that  houfe.  He  was  a  man  of 
the  faireft  charafter,  but  of  a  narrow 
fortune;  and  many  good  people,  who 
fuppofed  him  enamoured  of  Angelica's 
eftate,  began  to  cenfure  the  guardian  of 
that  lady  for  encouraging  the  preliminary 
fteps  to  fo  unequal  a  match ;  they  even 
foretold,  as  Eumenes  was  particularly  at- 
tentive to  Angelica,  and  often  alone  with 

*  her, 
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*  her,  that  the  young  gentleman  would  foon 

*  fettle  himfelf  in  life,  by  eloping  with  the 
'*  heirefs.  Her  guardian*  who  governed 
'  all  his  houfhold  by  gentlenefs  and  affec- 

*  tion,  had  too  much  confidence  in  his 
ward  to  apprehend  fuch  an  event:  but 
he  began  to  think,  that  a  ferious  and  mu- 
tual paflion  was  taking  root  in  the  bofora 
of  each  party ;  an  opinion  in  which  he 
was  confirmed,  by  observing,  that  while 
his  daughter  was  engaged  in  a  diftant 
vifit  of  fome  weeks,  Eumeftes  continued 
to  frequent  the  hbufe  with  his  tifual  afli- 
duity,  and  feemed  to  court  the  fociety  of 
Angelica.  The  old  gendeman  was,  how- 
ever, miftaken  in  One  part  of  his  conjee* 
tune }  for  Eumeries  only  fought  the  com- 
pany of  Angelica  as  the  fenfible  and 
pleafing  friend  of  his  abfent  favourite  : 
but  as  he  had  not  yet  confeffed  his  love, 
the  gentle  Angelica  like  her  guardian, 
mifinterpreted  his  afliduity,  and  con- 
ceived for  him  the  tendered:  affe&ion; 
which,  with  her  ufual  franknefs,  fhe  de- 

%  R  2  c  termined 
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terminal  to  impart  to  her  dear  Fauftina, 
as  foon  as  (he  returned.  From  this 
refolution  {he  was  accidentally  diverted 
by  a  joyous  confufion,  which  difcovered  # 
itfelf  both  in  the  features  and  behaviouf 
of  Fauftina,  who,  on  the  very  day  of  her 
return,  eagerly  put  a  letter  into  the  hand 
of  Angelica,  and  requefted  her  to  read  it 
in  her  chamber,  while  (he  flew  to  con- 
verfe  in  private  with  her  father  on  its 
important  contents.  The  letter  was  from 
Eumenes.  It  contained  a  paflionate  de- 
claration of  his  attachment  to  Fauftina, 
and  a  very  romantic  plan  to  facilitate 
their  fpeedy  marriage.  What  the  feel- 
ings of  Angelica  muft  have  been  in  the 
perufal  of  this  letter,  I  fhall  leave  the 
lively  female  imagination  to  fuppole, 
and  only  fay,  that,  having  fubdued  all 
traces  of  her  own  painful  emotion  before 
Fauftina  had  finifhed  her  conference  with 
her  father,  fhe  entered  their  apartment. 
She  found  her  friend  in  tears,  and  the 
benevolent  old  gentleman  endeavouring 

*  to 
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c  to  make  his  agitated  daughter  frnile  again, 
€  by  treating  the  propofal  as  a  jeft,  and  de- 
'  daring  that  he  would  confent  to  the 
c  union  of  two  tender  romantic  lovers,  as 
'  foon  as  they  could  marry  without  a  prof- 
c  peft  of  ftarving ;  which,  he  faid,  from  the 
€  expectations  of  Eumenes,  they  might 
€  poflibly  accomplifli  in  the  courle  of. 
€  twenty  years.  The  generous  Angelica 
c  inftantly  became  the  patronefs  of  Eu- 
c  menes  and  Fauftina ;  (he  interceded  for 
f  their  being  immediately  allowed  to  form 
c  the  happinefs  of  each  other,  and,  to  ob- 
c  viate  every  parental  objeftion  to  the 
€  match,  lhe  infifted  on  fettling  half  her 
c  fortune  upon  them,  with  a  propofal  of 
'  becoming  a  part  of  their  family. 

c  The  guardian  of  Angelica  treated  her 
c  romantic  idea  with  a  mixture  of  admira- 
x  tion  and  ridicule  5  Eumenes  and  Fauftina 
c  regarded  it  with  Ae  moft  ferious  grati- 
c  tude,  but  at  the  fame  time  reje&ed  the 
f  too  generous  offer,  with  a  refolution  io 
f  noble  and  fincere,  that  it  increafed  the  ar- 
il 3  €  dent 
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dent  defire  which  Angelica  felt,  to  make 
her  own  eafy  fortune  the  fole  inftrument 
of  their  general  happinefs :  but  all  her  li- 
beral efforts  for  this  purpofe  were  as  libe- 
rally oppofed,  and  all  (he  could  obtain" 
was  a  promife  from  her  guardian*  to  allow 
the  lovers  to  cherifh  their  affedtion  for 
each  other,  and  to  marry  as  foon  as  Eu- 
menes,  who  had  juft  taken  orders,  fhould 
obtain  preferment  fufficient  to  fupport  a 
wife.  This,  however,  was  an  event  which 
the  worthy  father  of  Fauftina  had  not 
the  happinefs  of  feeing :  he  died  in 
the  following  year  s  and  Angelica,  whq 
had  no  longer  any  controller  to  appre- 
hend in  the  management  of  her  fortune, 
renewed  her  former  generous  propofal  tq 
her  friends.  They  perfevered  in  their  mag- 
nanimous refufal  of  her  bounty,  though 
fome  family  circumftances  made  them 
peculiarly  anxious  to  fetde  together  asj 
-  foon  as  ppffible,  on  any  flender  provifion. 
An  event,  however,  foon  happened,  which 
1  tnabled  them  to  marry  without  any  trcf- 


•  - 1 
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€  pais  on  the  rules  of  (Economical  difcre- 
€  rion.  Eumenes  was  unexpectedly  pre- 
c  fented  to  one  of  the  moft  valuable  livings 
c  in  the  kingdom,  by  a  nobleman,  who  pro- 
f  feffed  to  give  i|  him  in  conference  of  a 
c  juvenile  and  almoft  forgotten  friendfliip 
c  with  his  deceafed  father.  This  furprifing 
c  ftroke  of  good  fortune  made  the  lovers 
1  and  their  fympathetic  friend  completely 
c  happy.  The  wedding  was  foon  adjufted. 
€  Angelica  fettled  herfelf  in  a  pleafant  villa, 
c  within  a  few  miles  of  the  wealthy  reftor  \ 

*  who  was  furrounded  in  a  few  years  with  a 

*  very  promifing  family :  flie  (hared,  and 

*  contributed  not  a  little  to,  the  happinefs  of 

*  her  friends,  being  frequently  at  their  houfe ; 
'  and  when  (he  returned  to  her  own,  being 
'  conftantly  accompanied  by  one  or  two  of 

*  the  little  ones.    She  had  a  peculiar  de- 

*  light,  and  was  Angularly  ikilful  in  the 

*  cultivation  of  young  minds.  She  rejefted 

*  feveral  offers  of  marriage,  and  her  general 
€  aitfwer  was,  that  ihe  would  never  change 
v  her  fta,te,  becaufe  fhe  already  enjoyed  the 

R  4  •  higheft 
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higheft  pleafure  that  human  life  can  be- 
ftow,  in  the  (hare  which  her  friends  al- 
lowed her  to  take  in  the  education  of 
their  lovely  children.  Eumcnes  and 
Fauftina  vied  with  eaqfc  other  in  doing 
juftice  to  the  virtues  and  talents  of  this 
admirable  woman,  and,  through  many 
years  of  the  mod  familiar  and  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  with  her,  they  continued  to  re- 
gard her  with  increafing  efteem ;  yet  (he 
had  fome  fecret  merits,  to  which  they 
were  utter  ftrangers,  till  death  had  robbed 
them  for  ever  of  her  engaging  fociety . 
c  About  four  years  ago  the  excellent 
Angelica  contra&ed  an  epidemical  fever, 
and  departed  to  a  better  world,  at  the  age 
of  forty-feven.  She  left  the  bulk  of  her 
fortune  to  be  divided  equally  among  the 
children  of  Fauftina ;  and  there  was 
found,  in  a  little  cabinet  which  contained 
her  will,  the  following  extraordinary  letter 
to  that  lady; 


My 
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c  My  very  dear  friend, 

€  Having  enjoyed  your  pitire  confi- 
dence from  our  infancy,  I  think  myfelf 
bound  to  apologife  to  you,  for  having  re* 
turned  it,  during  feveral  years,  with  diP- 
guile  and  delufion.  Be  not  ftartled  at 
this  furprifing  intelligence — but  why  do 
I  lay  ftartled  ?  the  moments  for  fuch  ter- 
ror will  be  pall:,  and  you  will  be  able  to 
feel  only  a  melancholy  tender nefs  towards 
your  beloved  Angelica,  when  you  read 
this  paper,  as  it  is  not  to  reach  you  till 
Ihe  is  no  more :  perhaps  it  may  never 
reach  you;  yet  I  hope  it  will.  I  pray 
to  Heaven  that  you  may  furvive  me^ 
and  in  that  comfortable  expectation  I 
ihall  here  pour  forth  to  you  my  whole 
heart. 

€  You  may  remember,  that  when  we 
Were  firft  enlivened  by  the  acquaintance 
of  Eumenes,  I  was  frequently  rallied  on 
his  attention  to  me :  as  that  attention  was 
fufficient  to  millead  the  vanity  of  any  girl, 
I  need  aot  blufli  in  confeffing  to  you  its 
'    t  c  effeft 


+• , » 
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effedt  upon  me— I  forgot,  in  your  abfence, 
the  fuperiority  of  your  attra&ions,  and, 
creduloufty  fuppofing  that  the  affe&ion 
of  Eumenes  was  fettled  on  myfeif,  I  haftily 
gave  him  my  heart.  As  1  never  defigned, 
however,  that  this  foolifh  heart  ftiould 
hide  any  of  its  foibles  from  my  Fauftina, 
I  was  preparing  to  tell  you  the  true  ftate 
of  it,  when  you  imparted  to  me  the  fur- 
prifing  important  letter,  which  declared 
the  wifer  choice  of  Eumenes,     Yes,  my 
dear,  I  fay  fincerely,  the  wifer  choice, 
and  fhall  prove  it  fo.     Remember  that  I 
am  now  fpeaking  as  from  the  grave,  and 
you  will  not  fufpeft  me  of  flattery, — But 
to  return  to  that  heart-fSarching  letter- 
I  will  confefs  to  you,  that  I  wept  bitterly 
for  fome  minutes,  as  foon  as  I  had  firft 
perufed  it.     I  felt  as  foolifh  as  a  child, 
who,  having  built  for  the  firft  time  a 
caftle  of  cards,  fees  it  fuddenly  over-, 
thrown.  But  my  heart  foon  corre&ed  the 
errors  of  my  vain  imagination :  I  began 
to  commune  with  my  own  foul ;  I  faid 
to  myfeif,  why  am  I  thus  mortified? 

cwhat 
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what  is  my  wifli  ?  is  it  not  to  fee  and  to 
make  Eumenes  happy  ?  and  is  not  this 
ftill  in  my  power  ?  not,  indeed,  as  a  wife* 
fince  he  has  judicioufly  chofen  a  lovely 
girl,  much  more  likely  to  fucceed  in  that 
chara&er  $  but  ftill  as  the  friend  of  two 
excellent  creatures,  formed  for  each  other, 
and  equally  dear  to  me.  It  was  thus  I 
reafoned  with  myfelf.  My  benevolence 
and  my  pride  were  highly  flattered  in  this 
felf-debate ;  and  it  gave  me  fpirit  to  adb 
towards  you  both  in  the  manner  you  well 
remember.  It  hurt  me  much  to  find, 
that  my  darling  propofal  for  your  fpeedy 
union  was  thwarted  fo  long,  fhall  I  fayt 
by  your  noblenefs  of  nature,  or  by  your 
falfc  delicacy  ?  I  believe  I  called  it  at  the 
time  by  the  latter  name,  being  thoroughly 
perfuaded,  that  in  your  condition  I  would 
have  accepted  from  you  the  offer  which  I 
made.  At  length,  however,  the  time  ar- 
rived, in  which  I  was  enabled  to  accom- 
plifh,  in  a  manner  unknown  to  you,  the 
f  darling  objeft  of  my  ambition. 

1  €  Allow 
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c  Allow   me,   my  deareft  friends,   t# 
c  boaft  in  this  paper,  that  I  have  been  the 
c  invifible  architect  of  the  happinefs  which 
c  we  have  now  enjoyed  together  for  many 
c  years.    It  was  the  unfeen  hand  of  your 
c  Angelica,  that  made  you  the  happy  wife 
c  of  Eumenes,  by  placing  him  in  that  pre- 
c  ferment,  to  which' his  virtues  have  given 
c  him  fo  juft  a  title.     How  I  was  fortu- 
c  nately  enabled  to  make,  and  to  conceal, 
c  fo  defirable  a#purchafe,  you  will  perfeftly 
1  comprehend,  from  the  colleftion  of  papers 
c  which  I  fhall  leave  in  the  cabinet  with 
r  my  will  and  this  letter.     As  long  as  the 
r  difcovery  could  wound  your  honeft  pride, 
;  by  a  load  of  imaginary  obligation,  I  de- 
termined   never  to  make  itj    but,  lb 
ftrange  is  human  pride !  we  are  never 
hurt  by  the  idea   of  obligation  to  the 
dead ;  and  remember,  as  I  laid  once  be- 
fore, that  I  am  now  fpeaking  from  the 
grave.    By  this  conduft  I  am  humour- 
in?,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  both  your 
pride  and  my  own ;  for  I  will  here  avow, 

c    that 


OLD      MAIDS.         252 

that  I  am  very  ambitious  of  increafipg, 
after  my  death,  that  pure  and  perfeft  re- 
gard which  ye  have  both  •  fhewn,  through 
die  courfe  of  many  focial  years,  to  your 
living  Angelica. — But,  while  I  am  thus 
foliciting  an  increafe  of  your  affe&ion, 
let  me  guard  that  very  affeftion  from  one 
painful  excefs.  I  know  you  both  fo  well, 
that  I  am  almoft  fure  you  will  exclaim 
together,  on  firft  reading  thefe  papers, 
Good  God,  what  a  gtfherous  creature, 
to  make  fuch  a  facrifice  of  herfelf  for  our 
fakes !  But,  aflfeftionate  as  thefe  expref- 
fions  may  be,  they  will  be  far  from  juft. 
Be  aflured,  my  dear  friends-— and  I  now 
fpeak  the  language  of  fober  reafbn — I 
have  made  no  facrifice  j  fo  far  from  it,  I 
am  convinced,  from  a  long  and  ferious 
furvey  of  human  life,  that  the  moil  felfifli 
and  worldly  being  could  not  have  pur- 
fued  any  fyftem  mdre  conducive  to  their 
own  private  intereft  and  advantage  than 
mine  has  been.  You  will  agree  with  me 
in  this  truth,  when  I  impart  to  you  fome 


.! 


i 

i 

i 

r.i 


once  ardently  nu^u   .~ 
Eumenes.     Hear   my   reaf< 
fcribe  to  its  truth.     Amiab] 
is  a  little  hafty  in  his  tem] 
circumftance  would  have  I 
to  make  us  unhappy ;  for,  e 
I  had  been  able  to  treat  it 
dulgent  good  fenfe  of  his  g< 
yet  all  the  good-humour 
have  put,  on  fuch  occaf 
homely  vifage,  would  ha 
flow  effedt  in  fupprefling 
fparks    of   irritation,  whi 
guiihed  in  a  moment  by  o 
fmiles.     Take  it,  my  dea 
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for  this  mafculine  foible?  yet/ believe 
me,  their  operation  is  quickened  tenfold 
by  the  heart-piercing  light  of  a  beau- 
tiful countenance.  I  was  led  to  this 
remark  by  a  very  painful  fccne,  which 
pnce  paffed  between  Eumenes  and  me: 
he  wa$  angry  with  me  for  taking  the  part 
of  his  fon  Charles,  in  a  little  difpute  be* 
tween  them;  and,  though  I  argued  the 
point  wifi|i  him  very  calmly,  he  faid 
(harply,  after  the  boy  had  quitted  the 
room,  that  I  fhewed,  indeed,  much  fond- 
nefs  to  the  child,  but  no  true  friendfhip 
to  the  father.  The  expreflion  ftung  me 
fo  deeply,  that  I  no  longer  retained  a  per- 
fect command  over  my  own  temper ;  and, 
to  convince  him  of  the  truth  and  the  ex- 
tent of  that  friendihip,  which  he  ar- 
raigned fo  unjuftly,  I  fhould  certainly 
have  betrayed  the  darling  fecret  of  my 
life,  which  I  had  refolved  to  keep  invio- 
late to  the  end  of  my  days,  had  not  the 
fudden  appearance  of  my  dear  Fauftina 
fuggefted  to  me  all  the  affectionate  rea- 
»  «  fons 


c  ftwU  minutes,"  the  too  hafty 

<  only  to  poor  Charles,  but 
«  chUdilh  Angelica.    This,  l 

<  the  only  time  that  I  was  mc 

c  traying  a  fecret,  which  I  had 

«  dicioudy  impofed  upon  m: 

«  di%uife  on  this  point,  as  it 

«  fulted  our  mutual  pride 

«  (whether  true  or  falfe  delia 

«  has,  I  conceive,  been  very 

<  our  general  happinefs ;  to 

c  furc  it  has.     In  all  thof 

«  fpleen  or  depreffion,  to  wh 

«  every  mortal  is  in  fome  « 
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idea,  fupremely  flattering  to  the  honeft 
pride  of  a  feeling  heart.  Yet,  pleafed  as 
I  jiave  ever  been  with  die  review  of  my 
own  condu&j  which  the  world  might  de- 
ride as  romantic,  I  would  by  no  means 
recommend  it  to  another  female  in  my 
fituadon;  not  from  an  idea  that  fhe 
might  not  be  as  difinterefted  as  myfelf, 

but  left  irr  her,  ifciofl^  &e  fhould  not  find 
a  Fauftina ;  for  it  has'  not  been  my  own 
virtue,  but  the  virtues  of  my  lovely  ini- 
mitable friend,  which  have  given  the  full 
fuccefi  to  my  project.  Had  my  Fauftina 
and  Eumenes  lived,  like  many  other  mar- 
ried folks,  in  fcenes  of  frequent  bicker- 
ing or  debate,  I  fhould,  I  doubt  not,  like 
many  other  good  fpinfters,  who  are  wit- 
nefles  of  fuch  connubial  altercation,  have 
entertained  the  vain  idea  that  I  could 
have  managed  the  temper  of  the  lordly 
creature  much  better,  and,  of  courfe, 
fhould  have  been  very  reftlefs  that  I  was 
not  his  wife :  but,  to  do  full  juftice  to  the 
uncommon  merits  of  my  incomparable 
r-¥ot.  I.  S  c  fauftina, 


•  tunc  iu  ix*.**.-  w 

•  which,  perhaps,  I  have  inc 

•  too  long.  I  will  only  adc 
*ll  ■  •  that  Heaven  may  continu 
y  !  f  human  happinefs  to  my  tw< 
L  f  yond  the  period  afligned  t 
jj;[  ;  *  exiftence  j  and  that,  whencv 
?'||  *  to  enjoy  their  friendlhip  < 
ft,]                   *  will  tenderly  forget  all  th 

•  mutually  cherilh  the  memo 

c  their  affe&ion 


l 

it 

I1 

i 

>: 


|]§  c  This  generous  Old  N 

f  alfo  in  her  will,  which  (he 
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c  move  into  it   upon   her  deceafe,  that 

*  Fauftina  might  not  be  expofed  to  a 
€  more  painful  removal,  if  fhe  fhould  hap- 
€  pen  to  furvive  her  hufband.  As  fhe 
c  knew  that  a  compliance  with  this  requeft 
c  would  lead  her  friends  into  fome  deprei- 
c  five  fenfations,  lhe  contrived  to  furnifh 

*  them  with  an  engaging  though  melan- 
c  choly  occupation,  by  requefting  them  tQ 
€  build  a  kind  of  monument  to.  herfelf, 

*  under  the  form  of  a  litde  temple  to  Friend- 
c  fhip,  on  a  favourite  fpot  in  the  garden, 

€  Nothing,  perhaps,  can  equal  the  un^ 
c  common  generofity  ot  Angelica,  but  the 
c  tender  and  unaffe&ed  forrow  with  which 
c  her  lofs  has  been  lamented.     The  moft 

*  trivial  of  her  requefts  has  beeji  religioufly 
€  obferved,  and  the  whole  family  of  Eu- 
€  menes  feem  to  think  no  pleafure  equal  to 
c  that  of  doing  juftice  to  her  merit,  and 
'  proclaiming  their  unexampled  obligations 
f  to  their  departed  friend. 


; .  ,.  s  %  such 


tUV*  A*.     »*»V»»W1 


members  of  fuch  engaging  exc 
alone  fiifficient  to  ennoble  any  cc 
and,  I  flatter   myfelf,  the  mile 
il!  their  chara&ers  will  reflect  a  degr 

\  %l  on  the  fifterhood,  and  raife  it  cc 

■'\  in  the  eftimation  of  the  world, 

if  a  juft  chronicle  of  Old  Maid 
kept  fince  the  creation,  it  would 
fented  to  us  many  fimilar  examp 
der  magnanimity. 

But,  as  I  have  remarked  a! 

fifterhood  has  unhappily  had  n< 

immortalife  their  perfe&ions,  « 

deed,  the  pious  old  maidens  of  I 

,||  church:  they   certainly  have  J 


1 
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nod,  I  fhall  fpeak  at  large  in  the  fubfequent 
part  of  this  Effay.  I  fhall  there,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  abilities,  colled  all  the  fcatter- 
ed  rays  of  light,  with  which  antiquity  can 
fupply  me,  for  the  llluftration  of  my  inte- 
refting  fubjeft.  To  rival  the  curious  re- 
fearches  of  our  prefent  moft  celebrated  an- 
tiquarians, and,  in  the  wide  field  which  I 
have  chofen,  to  leave  no  bufli  or  bramble 
pnexplored,  I  fhall  examine,  in  the  firft 
chapter  of  my  fecond  volume,  if  there  ever 
cxifted  an  antediluvian  Old  Maid. 


MUD  OF.  THE   FIRST   VOLUME. 
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To  unfold  tbefage 
A*d  fcriout  PoRrine  of  Virginity.         Ml  l  ton'i  Comm* 

AmSTOFHANII. 

Nemo  apod  nos,  qui  idem  tentaverit;  nemo  apud  Gr&ecot,  qui 
udus  omnia  ea  tra&averit— Res  ardua,  vetuftis  novitatem  dare, 
novis  autoritatem,  obfoletis  nitorcm,  obfcuris  lucem,  falliditi*  gra- 
tiain,  dubiis  fidem,  omnibus  veto  natunun,  et  naturae  fuse  omnia* 
Itaque,  etiam  son  aflecutis,  voluiflc,  abunde  pulchrum,  atque  mag- 
juficum  eil.  Pl in  ii  Hift.  Nat.  Pnefatio* 
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PART    III. 


ON    OLD     MAIDS    IN     ANCIENT    HISTORY. 
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CHAP.    L 

ConjtBures  concerning  the  Exiftence  of  Old 
Maids  before  the  Deluge. 

A  DUTCH  author,  diftinguifhcd  by 
his  crodition  and  his  misfortunes, 
has  endeavoured  to  prove,  in  a  diflertation 
qE  more  learning  than  modefty,  that,  when 
our  progenitors  were  firft  created,  it  was 
the  intention  of  Heaven,  that  Eve  herfelf 
(hould  becomt  an  Old  Maid;  and  that 


Vj»L.  II. 


B 


original 


idea  was  entertained  by  fome  ill' 

thers  of  the  church ;  and  the  g 

hiftorian  of  the  Roman  empir 

farcaftic  remarks  on  Chriftianit) 

the  only  blemifh  in  his  exquifi 

tion,  has  obferved,  "  it  was  th< 

«  opinion,  that  if  Adam  had  f 

«  obedience  to  the  Creator,  he 

«  lived,anddiedinaftateofv 

«  and  that  fome  harmlefs  mod 
«  tion  might  have  peopled  Pa 
«  race  of  innocent  and  immo 
In  a  note  to  this  paffage,  the  g 
informs  us,  that «  Juftin,  Greg 
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point.  Auguftin,  in  the  14th  book  of  hi* 
City  of  God,  enters  into  a  long  and  rather 
iiftelicate  difcuflion  of  it.  He  affirms,  that 
Paradife  would  have  been  peopled,  not  by 
a  barmltfs  mode  of  vegetation,  but  by  an  ac- 
tual intercourfe  between  the  fexes,  yet  un- 
ftimulated  by  any  wanton  or  paflionate 
defirej  and,  as  a  proof  that  man  might 
have  poflefled  this  perfeft  command  over 
his  innocent  frame,  the  good  father,  and  his 
learned  commentator  Lodovicus  Vives,  al- 
ledged  the  moft  whimfical  and  ludicrous  oc- 
currences that  were  ever  recorded  by  a  fe- 
rious  pen.  The  curious  reader  may  find 
thefe  extraordinary  anecdotes  related  in 
very  coarfe  but  explicit  language,  at  the 
498th  page  of  the  Englifh  tranflation  of  St. 
Auguftin,  printed  in  1 6  20.  I  ought,  per- 
haps, like  the  holy  father  himfelf,  when 
fpeaking  of  matters  much  more  indecent, 
to  aflc  the  pardon  of  chafte  eyes,  for  point- 
ing out  to  them  fuch  indelicate  wonders ; 
but;  I  flatter  myfelf,  the  kind  fifterhood 
^•itfff  forgive  the  coarfenefs  of  the  ftory,  for 


i- 


furditv. 

Perhaps,  without   the  fane 
guftin,  I  am  now  expofing  myl 
lar  cenfure ;  but  if  an  enquiry 
luvian  virginity  fhould  be  c 
any  morofe  or  fceptical  readc 
lous  Speculation,  let  them  rem* 
am  profefTedly  following  the 
thofe  great  antiquarians,    wh 
niihed  the  prefent  enlightens 
profundity  of  their  refearches. 
rate  works  of  thefe  gentlerr 
prove,  that  they  have  two  co 
feparate  points  to  purfue ;  the 
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ftcrteced  to  the  more  important.  After 
the  marvellous  intimate  acquaintance  which 
the  learned  Mr.  Bryant  has.  fhewn  with  the 
family  of  Chus,  the  grandfon  of  Noah, 
every  author  who  profeffes  to  treat  of  an 
ancient  inftitution,  may  be  reafonably  ex- 
pefted  to  give  fbme  account  of  whatever 
relates  to  it,  either  immediately  after,  or 
long  before  the  deluge;  and  the  refpedt 
which  I  bear  to  the  fifterhood  makes  me 
ambitious  of  fhewing  them,  that  I  have  di- 
ligently ranfacked  fuch  memorials  of  paft 
ages,  both  genuine  and  fictitious,  as  I 
thought  likely  to  elucidate  die  hiftory  of 
their  long-neglefted  though  venerable  or- 
der :  yet,  as  it  is  an  eftablifhed  privilege  of 
authors  to  point  out  their  own  particular 
merits,  and  the  particular  failings  of  their 
brethren,  let  me  here  modeftly  boaft  of  my 
own  candour,  in  not  endeavouring  to  raife 
the  antiquity  of  the  interefting  order  to 
^rhich  my  pen  is  devoted,  at  the  expence  of 
truth  i  a  failing  that  almoft  all  my  brother 
. .  antiquarians  may  be  faid,  I  fear,  to  have 

%\*  B  3  learned 
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learned  from  each  other.  For  my  own  fait^ 
Lwifh  the  chafte  fifterhood,  in  all  points 
that  concern  both  themfelves  and  others,  to 
diftinguifh  rumour  from  fatt. 

On  thefe  principles  I  fliall  proceed  to 
tell  them,  that  Eve  herfelf  has  been  faid  to 
have  inftituted  a  religious  order  of  certain 
young  women,  who  were  to  continue  vir- 
gins, and  to  preferve  unextinguifhed  the 
fire  which  had  fallen  from  heaven  on  the 
facrifice  of  Abel*.  This  chafte  inftitution 
is  reported  to  have  arifen  in  the  ninety- 
ninth  year  of  the  world.  An  advocate  for 
the  exiftence  of  antediluvian  chaftity  may 
appeal  to  an  evidence  of  refpedtable  autho- 
rity, to  no  lefs  a  perfonage  than  the  pro- 
phet Enoch,  the  feventh  in  a  direft  line 
from  Adam.  In  certain  fragments,  ftill 
preferved,  of  this  moft  early  writer,  we  are 
told,  that  fome  women,  in  the  age  of  this 
ingenious  patriarch,  had  devoted  them- 
felves to  a  life  of  virginity :  but  it  is  pro- 

*  St,  Romuald  Abrege  do  Trefor  ChronoIogi<juc 

per 
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per  to  add,  that  although  die  compofition 
of  Enoch  is  mentioned  in  the  Epiftle  of  St. 
Jude,  the  authenticity  of  thefe  fragments 
has  been  forcibly  called  in  queftion,  and 
though  quoted  and  defended  by  fome  of 
the  fathers,  yet  moft  modern  authors  of 
eminence,  and  particularly  the  learned  Sir 
Walter  Rawleigh,  in  the  firft  book  of  his 
Hiftory  of  the  World,  feem  inclined  to 
confider  them  as  a  fi&ion. 

The  very  concife  narration  which  Mofes 
has  given  us  of  events  before  the  flood,  has 
tempted  the  fanciful  rabbies  of  the  Jews, 
and  other  writers  on  facred  hiftory,  to  amufe 
themfelves  with  the  compofition  of  various 
antediluvian  romances:  among  the  moft 
remarkable  and  amufing  of  thefe,  we  may 
reckon  the  fable  of  an  amorous  connection 
between  the  apoftate  angels  and  the  daugh- 
ters of  men ;  a  fable  fo  fafcinating  to  a 
lively  imagination,  that  our  divine  poet  has 
introduced  it,  in  the  moft  ferious  manner, 
as  a  part  of  Satan's  anfwer  to  Belial,  in  the 
ad  t>ook  of  Paradife  Regained. 

B  4  Before 
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Before  the  flood,  thou  with  thy  lufiy  crew, 
Falfe  titled  Sons  of  God,  roaming  the  earth, 
Caft  wanton  eyes  on  the  daughters  of  men, 
And  coupled  with  them,  and  begot  a  race. 

Ver.  179,  Sec. 

We  may  obierve  alfo,  that  in  his  greater 
poem,  this  fublimeft  of  bards  alludes  more 
than  once  to  this  illicit  commerce  . 

Betwixt  tV  angelical  and  human  kind. 

As  the  idea  was  founded  on  a  mifconftruc- 
tion  of  the  following  paflage  in  the  fixth 
chapter  of  Genefis,  cc  The  fons  of  God  faw 
the  daughters  of  men,  that  they  were  fair, 
and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which 
they  chofe,"  this  ftrange  ftory  has 
been  fometimes  an  objeft  of  the  moft  fe- 
rious  credit;  and  a  very  learned  modern 
divine  *  has  annexed  to  his  elaborate  Hif- 
toryof  the  Patriarchs,  a  diflertation  to  prove, 
from  fcripture,  from  reafon,  and  from  the 

•  Heidegger. 
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nature  of  angels,  that  thefe  aptherial  fpirits, 
whatever  lhape  they  might  affume,  were 
utterly  incapable  of  begetting  children. 

If  wc  might  venture  to  confider  this  fa- 
ble  as  genuine  hiftory,  we  might  certainly 
draw  from  it  a  very  ftrong  argument 
againft  the  exiftence  of  antediluvian  Old 
Maids ;  for,  ir  the  evil  fpirits  were  per- 
mitted to  exercife  fuch  power  over  the  fe- 
males of  the  infant  world,  what  fair  individu- 
al  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  preferved  her 
chaftity,  when  both  men  and  demons  were 
perfonally  engaged  in  its  deftru&ion  ? 

But,  rejecting  this  fabulous  interference 
of  thefe  licentious  angels,  and  adhering  to 
the  mprejuft  interpretation  of  the  Mofaic 
hiftory,  let  us  now  examine  what  we  may 
fairly  conclude  on  the  point  in  queftion* 
The  family  of  Seth  are  reprefented  as  or* 
derly  and  dcvqut  y  but,  as  the  ftate  of  the 
world  feemed  to  require  a  hafty  increafe  of 
its.  inhabitants,  it  is  not  probable  that  any 
female,  even  in  that  fober  race,  lhould  have 
prayed  fo  unreafonable  as  to  decline  con- 
,_      ;  curring 


l^k- . 


16  ESSAY      ON 

curring  in  the  important  work  of  peopling 
the  wide  wildernefs  of  the  earth.  If  any 
peculiar  fandtity  or  felf-denial  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  exifted,  for  a  fliort  time, 
among  this  more  innocent  divifion  of  the 
htfman  race,  it  was  foon  overpowered  by 
the  influence  of  the  moft  licentious  ex- 
amples. The  purity  of  the  Sethites  was 
corrupted  by  the  temptations  they  found 
among  the  children  of  Cain  j  and  the  ftate 
of  female  manners  at  this  period  is  very 
forcibly  defcribed  in  the  following  lines  of 
Milton  ; 

For  that  fair  female  trcop  thcu/aiv'Jt,  that 

feetnd 
OfGoddeJfesfo  blithe,  fofmooth,fo  gay, 
Yet  empty  of  all  goody  wherein  conftfts 
Woman's  domejlic  honour  and  chief  praife  \ 
Bred  only  and  completed  to  the  tafle 
Ofliiftful  appetence,  tofing,  to  dance, 
To  drefsy  and  troll  the  tongue,  and  roll  the  eye  % 
To  theje  that  fob  er  race  of  men,  whoje  lives 
Religious  titled  them  thefons  of  Gcd, 

fbail 
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Shall  yield  up  all  their  virtue,  all  their  fame, 
Ignobly  y  to  the  trains  and  to  the /miles 
Of  tbeje  fair  atbeifts>  and  nowfwim  in  joy , 
Ere  long  to  fwim  at  Urge-,  and  laugh, for 

which 
¥be  world*  ere  long,  a  world  of  tears  muji 

weep. 
Paradiie  Loft,  Book  xi.  ver  614. 

Thefe  Verfes,  compared  with  the  former 
quotation  from  Paradife  Regained,  afford  a 
ftriking  proof  how  jngenioufly  the  great 
poet  adopted  the  moil  oppofite  interpreta- 
tions of  fcripture,  as  they  happened  to  fuit 
his  poetical  purpofes. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  although 
Ibme  lines  in  the  paflage  juft  quoted  arc 
fupremely  beautiful,  yet,  in  the  clofe  of  it, 
both  the  genius  and  the  juftice  of  this  in- 
comparable poet  appear  to  have  deferted 
him  :  the  puerility  of  expreflion  in  the  two 
laft  lines  is  particularly  unhappy ;  and  the 
aflcmon,  that  female  wantonnefs  was  the 
Chief  caufe  of  the  deluge,  appears  rather 
/ v  0    1  imcandid 
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uncandid  and  cruel.  Let  us,  however,  apo- 
logife  for  the  nobleft  of  bards,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  by  obferving,  that  h$  was  probably 
milled  by  his  reverence  for  a  learned  and 
holy  charafter,  as  his  defcription  feems  to 
be  borrowed  from  the  annals  of  Eutychius, 
the  patriarch  of  Alexandria. 

Though  I  cannot  fubferibe  to  this  feve- 
rity  on  the  firft  female  inhabitants  of  the 
world,  yet,  after  what  I  have  alledged,  I 
may  venture,  I  think,  to  terminate  this 
chapter,  by  aflerting,  that  from  every  thing 
which  a  diligent  enquiry  can  collect  on  this 
very  deep  and  delicate  queftion,  we  have 
the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  fuppofe,  there  never 
exifted  fuch  a  being  as  an  antediluvian  Old 
Maid. 

Into  what  blind  and  unjuft  conje&ures 
are  we  poor  mortals  betrayed,  when  we  at- 
tempt to  eftimate  the  conftitution  and  cha- 
rafter  of  our  remote  predeceffors  ! — I  had 
juft  clofed  the  preceding  fpeculation  againft 
the  exiftence  of  an  antediluvian  Old  Maid, 
when  I  was  agreeably  furprifed  by  the  ar- 
rival 
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rival  oC.a  packet  front  a  learned  friend, 
who  had  promifed  to  colled  for  me,  in 
his  travels  over  Europe  and  Alia,  every  f 
fcrap  of  antiquity  that  could  afford  me  any 
light  in  my  maiden  refearches.  Although 
the  favour  which  I  have  now  received  from 
him  abundantly  proves,  that  I  was  grofsly 
miftaken  in  my  conjeftural  account  of  an- 
tediluvian virginity,!  (hall  fuffer  what  I 
had  written  to  ftand,  as  a  warning  to  future 
antiquarians,  not  to  indulge  themfelves  in 
fuch  hafty  decifions* 

I  cannot  more  ftrongly  exprefs  my  zeal 
for  the  fifterhood,  than  by  prefenting  to 
them,  with  a  fincere  delight,  this  very 
choice  morfel  df  antediluvian  hiftory, 
which  deftroys  my  hypothefis,  and  by  thus 
afierting  their  primaeval  honour,  at  the 
expence  of  my  own  hiftorical  fagacity.— 
My  friend,  the  learned  traveller,  writes  me 
word  from  Spain,  which  he  is  now  vifiting 
on  his  return,  that  as  foon  as  he  reaches 
JLngland,  he  fhall  corredt  for  the  prefs  a 
Jgernal  of  his  tours  that  in  afupplement 
.  ;*  to 


-•• 


i4  ESSAY      ON 

to  his  travels,  he  intends  to  infert  fbme 
other  ancient  trafts,  which  he  has  fortu- 
nately rcfcued  from  oblivion ;  that  he  will 
there  recount  the  incidents  which  led  to 
their  difcovery,  and  clearly  prove  that  the 
fragment,  with  which  he  has  favoured  me, 
muft  have  proceeded  from  the  pen  of 
Enoch  himfelf.  He  affures  me,  that  he 
has  fent  a  mod  faithful  tranflation;  and 
that  he  can  demonftrate,  by  unanfwerable 
arguments,  that  this  fragment  was  con- 
tained among  thofe  very  writings  of  Enoch 
which  the  pious  Tertullian  declared  he 
had  perufed,  and  from  which  the  celebrated 
Poftellus  confeffed  he  had  borrowed  very 
freely  in  his  elaborate  treatife  on  the  origin 
of  things. 

But  1  fhall  wave  all  farther  preface,  that 
I  may  no  longer  detain  the  reader  from  a 
precious  and  iiitercfting  moral  tale  of  the 
moft  eminent  author  that  exifted  before  the 
deluge. 

And    among   the   ninety  and   three 
daughters  of  Enoch,  there  was  none  like 

"  Kunaza: 
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c*  *Kunaza:  {he  was  beautiful,  but  dc- 
*  lpiftd  her  beauty ;  fhe  was  nimble  as  the 
"  deer,  yet  delighted  not  in  the  dance. 

cc  She  looked  with  pity  on  thofe  who 
"  trailed  in  the  fleeting  pleafures  of  the 
"  earth. 

She  faw.that  love  was  poiibned  with 
jealoufy*  and  that  marriage  was  embit- 
tered by  ftrife. 

"  Her  foul  was  enamoured  of  heavenly 
contemplation,  and  fhe  faid  to  her  father, 
O  my  father,  permit  me  to  live  and  to 
u  die  a  virgin!  Conduit  me  through  life 
<c  by  the  light  of  thy  fpirit,  and  teach  me  to 
«  walk  with  thee  in  the  way  of  our  Cre- 
u  ator! 

•  Note  bv  the  Editor. 
I  am  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  the  name  of  this  in- 
tercftiiigpeifonage,  Kimaza,  has  been  mif-fpelt,  in  the 
hafte  of  tranfeription,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  written 
Konasa,  which  fignifics,  in  the  Arabic  language,  to 
defofit  as  a  trea/ure ;  a  iignification  that  the  word 
might  naturally  acquire,  from  the  lingular  hiftory  of 
the  maiden,  whofe  name  it  originally  wat—OB  we  ufe 
£*  Ttrb  /#  bc89r,  from  (he  old  Trojan  hero. 

«  And 
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"  And  her  father  rejoiced  in  the  purity 
*  of  his  child  $  but  the  kindred  of  Kunaza^ 
cc  held  her  continence  in  derifion. 

*  They  faid  to  her,  There  is  no  plant 
"  that  beareth  not  feed,  and  no  creature 
u  that  doth  not  produce  young  : 

<c  Thou  wilt  be  the  only  fruitlefs  thing 
u  upon  the  face  of  the  earth ;  and  when 
cc  thou  departed,  there  will  be  none  to  la- 
n  ment  thee. 

cc  But  Kunaza  difregarded  their  feoffs; 
K  and  in  the  two  hundred  and  ninety-firft 

year  of  her  age,  fhe  rejected  the  laft  offer 

that  was  made  to  her  of  marriage. 

Now  it  happened  at  this  time,  that  die 

angels  appointed  to  watch  the  earth  for- 
got their  duty : 

They  faw  that  women  were  beautiful ; 

and  they  burned  with  impure  defires  for 
"  the  daughters  of  men : 

<c  They  profpered  in  their  career  of  un- 
€€  cleannefs:  they  made  the  earth  a  fcenc 

of  abomination : 

"  They 
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a  They  begot  a  multitude  of  giants  * 
^*  and  they  boafted  of  their  enormities* 
For  Semiexas,  the  prince  of  the  licen- 
tious angels,  commanded  twenty  of  their 

chiefs  to  appear  before  him : 

And  they  bound  themfelves  by  an 
oath  to  afiemble  together  on  the  ninth 

night  of  every  new  year,  and  to  recount, 

in  order,  the  feats  of  their  impurity. 
And  they  afiembled  on  the  fummit  of 
u  a  mountain,  which  was  called  Hermo- 
cc  niim,  or  the  Mountain  of  the  Oath. 

"  But  the  moon  hid  her  head,  and  the 
cc  ftars  refufed  to  witnefs  the  vaunts  of 
cc  their  uncleannefs. 

€Z  And  they  rejoiced  in  the  darknefs 
€€  which  their  difcourfe  engendered,  becaufe 
€€  their  deeds  had  been  eyil. 

.cc  And  Semiexas,  their  prince,  firft  re* 
cc  lated  the  evil  which  he  had  done : 

u  And  Atarkuph  related  the  evil  which 
cc  he  had  done: 

"  And  Arakiel  related  the  evil  which  he 
*'  had  done: 
'  Yoi.  IL  C  €€  And 
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«  AndChababicl  related  the  evil  which 
cc  he  had  done:  v 

<c  And  Sapfick  related  the  evil  which  he 
*  had  done. 

"  And  of  the  twenty  impure  fpirits,  one 
cc  only  continued  filcnt,  and  the  filent  one 
u  was  Pharmarus. 

c<  And  their  prince  Semiexas  was  offeftd- 
cc  ed  by  his  filence,  and  commanded  him 
a  tofpeak. 

"  And    Pharmarus  looked  up  with  a 

look  of  indignant  derifion,  and  he  faid : 
Ye  are  fpirits  of  low  ambition  j  ye  are 
cc  contented  with  the  fhadow  of  victory, 
fC  where  there  is  no  refiftance. 

u  But  rejoice  to  contend  with  reluc- 
"  tant  caprice  :  I  delight  to  triumph  over 
"  the  coy  maiden,  over  the  maiden  of  much 
€i  delay,  and  of  many  excufes* 

"  And  as  he  fpake,  there  arofe  from 

*  the  aflembly  of  angels  a  noify  burft  of 
cc  infurmountable  laughter. 

*  u  The  mountain  was  fhaken  to  its  baft 
"  by  the  fhout  of  their  derifion. 

"An* 
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"  And  Semiexas  their  prince  exclaimed  i 
u  O  Pharmarus,  inventor  of  magic  1  O 
"  thou  dealer  in  dark  things  !  Is  there 
"  verily  fuch  a  maiden  upon  the  face  of  the 
"  earth  ? 

c€  And  Pharmarus  anfwered,  and  faid :  O 
€€  thou  prince  of  the  impafiioned  angels,  I 
<c  wonder  not  that  thou  art  flow  to  believt 
€i  me: 

"  For  thou  haft  met  with  no  female,  that 
cc  could  refift  thy  perfeftion.  The  beauty 
"  of  woman  has  yielded  unto  thee,  as  Yhe 
cc  foft  air  yieldeth  to  the  imperious  wing  of 
€€  the  eagle. 

u  But  attend*  and  I  will  impart  to  you 
€C  the  wonderful  things  I  have  difcovercd 
€€  among  the  daughters  of  men. 

cc  As  we  ourfelves  have  panted  for  the 
*€  pieafures  of  earth,  as  we  have  burnt  for 
cc  the  enjoyments  of  corporeal  exiftence ; 

**  So  has  woman  alfo  had  the  ambition  to 
n  exchange  her  nature,  and  to  cloath  her- 
**  iclffatheperfe&ionoffpirit. 
4  ^  I  fought  the  embraces  of  Kunaza,  the 

C  2  "  maMte* 
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maiden  daughter  of  Enoch ;  but  though 
the  prime  of  her  youth  is  departed,  flic 
difdainfully  turned  from  my  intreaty. 

She  has  renounced  the  delights  of  her 

nature ;  lhe  has  determined  to  give  her 

virginity  to  the  grave.    Yet  in  time  flie 

fhall  accede  to  my  wiihes ;  for  I  have 

"  ftudied  the  weaknefles  of  woman. 

cc  Her  principal  weaknefles  are  four; 
"  and  I  will  make  an  experiment  on  the  in- 
(c  fluence  of  each. 

I  will  awaken  her  pride;  and  that 
alone  may  tempt  her  to  unite  with  Phar- 
marus. 

I  will  excite  her  avarice ;  and  (he  may 
*  "  then  be  eager  to  give  her  beauty  in  ex- 
cc  change  for  the  glittering  fpoils  of  the 
cc  earth. 

cc  I  will  ftimulate  her  defire ;  anA  her 
"  powers  of  refiftance  will  melt  away. 

"  I  will  inflame  her  curiofity ;  and  what 
cc  is  there,  which  the  maiden  who  thirds  for 
<c  a  fecret,  will  not  give  to  obtain  it  ? 

cc  I  iwear, 
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u  I  fwear;  by  the  fubtlety.  of  the  ferpent, 
€€  fhe  fhall  not  efcape  from  my  paflion. 

€€  I  will  triumph  over  the  coy  perverfity 
u  •  of  the  virgin,  or  I  will  (hake  this  round 
€C  earth  to  its  centre. 

"  And  the  prince  Semiexas  anfwered,  and 

•cc  faidj  Well  haft  thou  fpoken,  Pharmarus, 

€€  thou  inventor  of  magic !  thy  lpeech  is 

€c  worthy  of  thyfelf,  thou  dealer  in  occult 

"  machinations! 

cc  Go !  and  profper  in  thy  devices !  and 
cc  when  we  next  aflemble,  divert  us  with 
cc  the  relation  of  thy  fuccefs. 

ef  He  fpoke  ^  he  diflblved  the  aflembly ; 
cc  and  Pharmarus  departed  from  his  fel- 
cc  lows. 

cc  He  departed  to  employ  himfelf  alone 
cc  in  the  evil  of  which  he  intended  to  vaunt 
cc  in  their  next  meeting ;  but  he  was  doom- 
€€  ed  to  meet  them  no  more. 

€C  And  How  he  pondered  in  fblitude  on 
u  various  wiles :  he  exerted  all  the  fubtlety 
i€  of  his  fpirit  to  circumvent  the  virgin. 

i€  He  approached  her  under  the  guife  of 
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*'  a  friend  j  he  became  familiar  with  tna 
**  maiden  in  the  flupe  of  an  inftruftor. 

"  She  liftened  with  avidity  to  his  know- 
"  ledge;  her  underftanding  feafted  on  the 
*  wonders  he  revealed  :  and  it  happened 
"  on  a  certain  day,  while  he  converfed  with 
"  her  on  the  art  of  divination  that  Phar- 
"  marus  fuddenly  exclaimed  : 

■  O,  Kunaza,  thou  art  yet  to  learn,  that 
«*  on  this  day  thy  fitter  Kezia  has  brought 
"  8  young  Anack  ( or  giant )  into  the 
"  world. 

"  The  wonders  of  nature  are  worth  the 
*e  attention  of  the  wife :  let  us  haften  to  the 
**  tent  of  thy  fitter ;  let  us  examine  how 
"  flte  has  improved,  by  her  travail,  the  little 
*'  race  of  the  earth. 

"  And  Kunaza  arofe  with  Pharmarus, 
"  and  fhehaftened  to  the  tent  of  her  fitter: 

"  And  behold  all  things  had  happened 
K  as  Pharmarus  had  foretold  to  Kunaza. 

*'  For  Kezia,  the  feventieth  daughter  of 

"  Enoch,  had  Conceived  by  Semiexas,  die 

"  prince  of  the  licentious  angels.  She  had 

"  brought 
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"  brought  Kim  a  male  child ;  and  this  was 

"  the  firft  Anack  that  was  born  upon  tho 

"  earth. 
<c  And  Kunaza  beheld  the  infant,  and 

v(  ihe  was  aftonifhed  in  furveying  its  fta- 

f<  ture. 

c<  She  embraced  the  babe  with  amaze- 

a  ment,  and  fhe  delighted  in  the  magnitude 

*  of  its  limbs  ! 
<c  And  (he  delivered  the  babe  to  its  mo- 

u  ther  Kezia,  and  fhe  obferved  the  proud 

u  ttanfport  of  the  mother,  in  contemplating 

u  the  dimenfions  of  the  child. 

"  And  the  firft  temptation  of  Pharmarus 

began  to  work  in  the  bofom  of  Kunaza  j 

and  her  heart  faid  in  fecret  to  itfelf,  How 

pleafant  a  thing  it  mull  be,  to  look  with 

i€  the  eyes  of  a  mother  on  the  fmiling  face 

<c  of  a  young  giant ! 
€€  And  Pharmarus  read  all  her  inmoft 

cc  thoughts ;  he  exulted,  and  burned  to  be 

f<  alone  with  the  virgin. 
"  And  he  prevailed  on  Kunaza  to  walk 

C  4  "  abroad 


cc 

€€ 
€€ 
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"  maiden,  he  itrove  to  tan  u 
"  fhe  had  felt,  to  experience  t 
€€  lights  of  a  parent. 

c<  But  the  mind  of  the  m; 
cc  gued  with  itfelf ;  and  thefe 
u  tates  of  her  mind : 

"  O  Kunaza,  make  ufe  o 
u  and  refift  the  temptation  o: 

is  founded  upon  folly ! 

cc  Of  the  ninety  and  three 

thy  father,  there  is  not  one 
«  bring  forth  a  young  Anack 

cc  Couldft  thou  be-proud 
cc  moft  foolilh  of  thy  lex  maj 
cc  of  a  work  in  which  fools  nr 

(€  O  Kunaza,  if  thou  wen  d 


cc 


€C 
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**  And  Pharmarus  read  thefe  unuttered 
fC  words  in  her  foul  j  and  he  faw  that  (he 
**  would  not  fall  by  the  influence  of  pride. 

€€  And  he  now  laboured  to  tempt  her 
"  with  treafures,  and  to  bribe  her  into 
cc  compliance  with  his  defire. 

£€  He  offered  her  a  metal,  whofe  po- 
"  lifted  fplendor  fhould  emulate  the  fun ; 
"  and  a  ftone,_whofe  luftre  fhould  contend 
i€  with  the  brilliancy  of  her  eyes.   . 

€C  He  exclaimed,  O  Kunaza,  give  thyfelf 
"  to  Pharmarus,  and  he  will  make  thee  to 
a  be  called  the  richeft  among  women. 

<c  But  the  fubde  angel  could  not  raife  for 
u  a  moment  the  bafe  paflion  of  avarice  in 
€€  the  noble  heart  of  Kunaza. 

u  The  maiden  anfwered,  and  faid,  The 

"  true  wealth  of  a  woman  is  peace  of  fpirit, 

<c  and  her  brighteft  ornaments  are  modefly 

cc  and  meeknefs. 

cc  And  Pharmarus  marvelled  at  her  dif- 

u  cretion  $  and  he  was  inwardly  vexed  with 

i€  a  great  vexation. 

*  But  he  fuppreffed  the  murmur  of  dif- 

0  cc  appointment, 


"  Ana  nc  iai^j  * 

«  who  delighteft  in  the  hiftor 

«  attend,  and  I  will  inftrud  i 

«  rious  wonders,  that  relate 

«  But  obferve  its  goodly 

«  obferve  the  happy  creatt 

«  within  the  ample  fpace  < 

«  tended  fhadow  \ 

«  And  Kunaza  furveye< 
«  few  that  it  was  fopreme 
"The  ground  beneath  it 

*  fragrant  as  Paradife:  the 

«  lovely  animals  of  the  < 

«  fembledin  its  (hade,  a 

«  was  happy  with  its  mat 

«  O  Kunaza,  faid  the 

...   T  ,«;n  nnW 
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u  of  thy  parents ;  it  was  here  that  Eve  firft 
"  reclined,  when  the  envy  of  the  guardian 
*  fpirits  had  expelled  her  from  Eden. 

H  It  was  here  that  flie  became  firft  ac- 
4C  quainted  with  connubial  endearment  5  and 

"  fek-herielfrepaidfortheparadifelhehad 
«  left. 

cc  And  the  angel  of  union  gave  a  bleff- 
u  ing  to  the  tree,  under  which  the  firft  mo- 
u  ther  reclined,: 

cc  He  blefled  the  tree,  and  all  the  ground 
H  that  extendeth  under  the  ihadow  thereof. 

"  He  blefled  all  the  creatures  that  fport 
cc  around  it :  he  ordained  that  every  daugh- 
cc  ter  of  woman,  who  reclines  beneath  its 
cc  {hade,  fhall  experience  unutterable  joy, 
<c  beyond  the  common  joy  of  her  fex. 

"  But  this  blefling  has  been  long  for- 
u  gotten  by  the  heedlefs  offspring  of  man : 
cc  it  is  a  joyous  fecret  referved  for  me  to 
f*  impart  to  my  beloved. 

"  So  ipake  the  fubtle  Pharmarus $  and  as 
€€  he  ipake,  he  infufed  into  the  wondering 
**  virgin  the  thrilling  flame  of  defire.  * 
■  i   •  «  The 
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«  The  bc£mofKunaza  began  to  heavc^ 

"  ind  her  breath  on  a  fudden  grew  fliort. 
<c  And  Pharmarus  exulted  in  his  iubtletjfr 

"  and   was   preparing   to   complete  his 

c|  triumph. 
cc  And  a  piercing  cry  was  heard  from 

"  afar;   and   Kunaza  ftartcd  up  at  the 

cc  found. 
f  She  liftened,  and  the  cry  redoubled ; 

"  and  Kunaza  exclaimed,  As  fare  as  we* 

cc  have  life,  it  is  the  cry  of  a  woman  in 

cc  travail! 

<c  And  (he  heard  the  found  a  third  time; 

u  and  (he  faid,  Verily  it  is  the  expreffion  of 
that  pain,  which  was  inflidted  upon  wo- 
man for  liftening  to  a  fubde  tempter : 

It  is  a  warning  to  the  weak  Kunaza. 
I  thank  thee,  my  good  angel :  I  feel  that 
thou  haft  faved  me  from  the  fubtlety  of 

c<  Pharmarus, 

* 

"  And  as  the  virgin  fpoke,  lhe  fprung 
"  forward,  and  haftened  towards  the  place 
"  from  whence  the  cry  had  proceeded. 

cc  And  Pharmarus  began  to  purfue  her; 

u  but 


cc 
cc 
*  cc 
cc 
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€i  but  he  ftopped  in  his  ptfrfuit,  and  re- 
cc  fle&ed,  that  the  influence  of  his  temp- 
*  tation  was  vanifhed  from  her  frame. 

"  He  roamed  in  difebntent  about  the 
* c  earth  5  and  employed  himfelf  in  darker 
c<  devices  to  enfnare  the  maiden. 

€€  And  he  fent  curious  gifts,  which  he 
€€  had  collefted  from  the  extremities  of  the 
"  earth,  to  entice  the  virgin  again  from 
€€  the  tent  of  her  father. 

<c  He  promifed  to  entertain  her  with  all 
cc  the  latent  wonders  of  the  creation ;  and 
€C  he  drew  her  by  magical  illufion  into  the 
inmoft  recefles  of  a  gloomy  grove. 

He  appeared  to  her  in  all  his  falfe 
grandeur,  as  the  prince  of  magic,  whom 
the  elements  obey  as  their  lord,  and  to 
whom  light  and  darknefs  are  one : 
<c  Whofe  word  can  render  what  exifteth 
u  invifible,  and  make  the  thing  which  is 
€€  not,  appear  as  the  thing  which  is. 

"  And  Kunaza  marvelled  at  his  powers : 
<c  and  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  faid  5 

m  O  thou  •  maiden  of  angelical  fpirit  !v 
*■•  cc  wh» 


€< 

€i 

€€ 
€i 


nfi 


3b         *  8  8  AY     ON 

"  who  haft  a  paffion  todire  into  die  my£ 
M  teries  of  the  univerfe,  «™^^ 

*(  Liften  to  me!  Give  me  thy  love,  and 
?*.  I  will  fill  thy  capacious  mind  with  that 
'*  myfterious  knowledge  for  which  thy 
u  heart  panteth ! 

"  Thou  toaft  upbraided  me,  that  I  feek 
"  to  deceive  thee ;  and  thou  haft  mentioned 
**  the  example  of  thy  parent  Eve : 

"  But  I  will  (hew  thee  thou  deceived 
v  thyfclf,  if  thou  haft  courage  to  learn  die 
«  real  truth  from  the  dead. 

"  Tell  me,  thou  mod  angelic  among  the 
"  daughters  of  men,  fha.ll  I  let  the  appari- 
«  tion  of  thy  firft  parent  before  dice  ?  Shall 
"  I  call  up  the  departed  Eve  from  the 
"  grave,  to  tell  thee  what  It  truly  becometh 
H  all  her  daughters  to  do  ? 

"And  Kunaza  pondered,  and  faid, 
"  Verily  it  would  pleafe  me  to  fee  and  hear 
w  the  departed  fpirit  of  the  firft  woman. 

**  And  Pharmarus  exulted,  and  faid,  My 
"  foul  delights  in  thy  fellowfhip,  O  thou 
**  moft  magnanimous  of  mortals  1 
t  "And 
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"  And  he  (truck  the  earth  with  his  foot: 
"  the  ground  trembled,  and  was  rent  afun-* 
«  der: 

€€  From  the  opening  thereof  there  iffued 
"  a  thick  finoke,  and  after  the  fmoke,  there 
cc  arofe  a  venerable  phantom : 

"  And  the  phantom  had  the  vifage  of 
€€  Eve;  and  it  bowed  the  head  '^nd  fpake: 

"  Deceive  not  thyfelf  with  falfe  pride, 
"  O  my  daughter!    Let  me  warn  thee,. 
"  not  to  live  and  die  in  a  foolifh  ignorance 
"  of  delights,  which  thy  frame  has  been 
cc  fafliioned  to  enjoy ! 

cc  Such  were  the  words  of  the  phantom ; 
"  and  it  waited  not  for  reply*  but  funk 
"  again  into  the  earth. 

<c  And  the  face  of  Kunaza  was  covered 
"  with  confufion ;  and  fhe  was  almoft  a- 
"  fhamed  that  fhe  was  yet  a  virgin. 

u  And  Pharmarus  read  her  inmoft 
€C  thoughts,  and  exulted: 

cc  He  law  that  his  illufions  began  to  pre- 
u  vail  over  her  fenfes;  and  he  continued 
"  to  tempt  her  (till  farther. 

x  *  He 


jfc 


-power,  which  no  mortal- 

«  I  will  enable  th«  tod 

«  of  time,  and, when  fever, 

«  rolled  over  thy  head,  tc 

»  lovely  a  thou  art  m  tins 

..  I  will  teach  thee  to  m 

..  fible  wi*  the  rapidity. 

«bypaffingunfeenatthy 

..„^r«e  every  fecretth, 

«  difcover.  . 

«.  Thus  fpake  the  mf« 

«  andthecuriofityofth 

«•■  flamed: 

»  There  were  many 
«  ranted  to  know,  and  i 
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**  tion  had  entered  into  her  foul ;  and  he 
"  exulted  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  devices. 

<c  He  continued  to  folicit  the  maiden ; 
<c  and  her  bofom  was  convulied  with  a 
fc  doubtful  conflift. 

"  Her  cheek  became  red  as  the  crimfon 
Cf  rofej  but  fhe  threw  back  her  head  upon 
€€  her  (boulder,  to  avoid  the  flaming  eyes 
"  of  Pharmarus. 

"  And  as  the  pine  bendeth  beneath  the 
"  pafling  wind,  fo  was  the  reafon  of  Kunaza 
<c  bowed  down  by  the  fudden  guft  of  de- 

"  fire. 

"  She  trembled  in  the  ftruggle  of  paf- 
"  fions ;  but  her  virtuous  fpirit  arofe  with 
€<  new  vigour,  as  the  tree  arifeth  from  a  tran- 
cf  Cent  preflure,  and  points  direftly  to  the 
"  heaven,  by  whofe  influence  it  profpers. 

"  And  the  foul  of  the  maiden  now  com- 
"  muned  with  itfelf,  and  faid : 

■ 

cc  O  Kunaza,  fupprefs  the  evil  ambition 
P  that  fubtlety  is  kindling  in  thy  bofom. 

"  Pharmarus  may  enable  thee  indeed  to 
*  elude  every  mortal  eye  -,  but  from  the 

Vm.II.  D  «  fight 
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fight  of  God  and  his  angels,  there  is  none? 

who  can  teach  thee  to  efcape. 
Then  wifli  not  to  purchafe  fuperna- 
(C  tural  power  by  the  facrifice  of  a  greater 
"  good;  by  lofing  the  ineftimable  peace  of 
"  an  innocent  fpirft. 

<c  And  while  her  foul  was  thus  commun- 
"  ing  with  itfelf,  every  evil  defire  departed 
"  from  the  purified  heart  of  the  virgin. 

"  She  turned  her  face  &  Pharmarus: 
"  (he  looked  on  him  with  a  look  of  difdain, 
"  and  faid: 

fc  Away  from  me,  thou  unworthy  Ipirit ! 
u  The  foul  of  Kunaza  is  impowered  to  ab- 
cc  hor  and  deride  thy  infidious  machina* 
"  tions. 

cc  Thou  feekeft  to  rob  me  of  a  treafure, 
"  which  if  I  fhould  weakly  fufFer  thee  to 

take,  all  the  potent  fpells  of  thy  magic 

can  never  reftore  it  to  the  repentant 
<c  mourner  again. 

And  the  frenzy  of  rage  and  difap* 

pointment  began  to  fwell  iij  the  foul  of 
u  Pharmarus. 

3  «  He 
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c< 
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f c  He  caft  a  furious  glance  upon  the  vir- 
gin, and  faid : 

By  the  powers  of  darknefs,  thou  art  as 
u  fubde  as  the  ferpent  himfelf.  Had  thy 
cc  parent  Eve  been  poffeffed  of  thy  cun- 
cc  ning,  flie  had  made  the  prince  of  temp- 
€€  ters  a  fool. 

a  But  I  fwear,  by  the  flames  that  burn 
cc  within  me,  thou  fhalt  not  efcape  from 
cc  my  embrace :  I  will  make  thee  the  proud 
"  mother  of  a  young  giant.  * 

u  And  he  grafped  the  virgin  with  the 
fC  vehement  grafp  of  outrageous  defire :  and 
<c  (he  (hrieked  aloud  in  the  agonies  of 
cc  terror. 

w  And  at  the  found  of  her  fhriek,  the 
u  angel  Gabriel  alighted  upon  the  earth : 
€€  Pharmarus  faw  him,  and  was  abafhed  for 
€€  a  moment. 

"  Then  all  his  evil  paflions  rekindled 
u  with  double  fury;  and  he  prepared  to 
€€  contend  with  Gabriel  for  the  pofleflion 
*€  of  Kunaza. 

u  But  his  powers  of  refiftance  were  wi-r 

D  2  thctti 
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"  O  Kunaza !  thou  haft 
'  fight;  and  all  the  fai 
•  heaven  are  thy  friends. 

«  Know  that  the  feraph 
«  fent  from  the  throne  of  G> 
"  falfe  and  licentious  angel 
•'  bafed  their  nature  with  I 
«  the  earth. 

"  And  in  honour  of  thy 
•<  dained  by  thy  Maker,  1 
«  enemy,  Pharmarus,  lh 
••  victim  to  the  juft  venge 
"  Open,  earth !  and  in 
"  vems  the  treacherous  ] 


*; 


* 
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u  command  of  the  avenging  angel,  and 
u  there,  with  a  chain  of  penal  fire,  **  *  " 

It  is  with  great  concern  I  inform  my 
reader,  that  this  invaluable  fragment  does 
not  extend  beyond  the  preceding  imperfeft 
fentence.    I  am  perfuaded,  that  every  per- 
fon  of  feeling,  every  true  friend  of  virginity, 
muft  lament,  that  we  are  not  made  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  final  deftiny  of  the  inter- 
efting  Kunaza,    We  may,  however,  fafely 
affirm,  that  after  fhe  had  refitted  fo  fuqceff- 
fully  all  the  bafe  machinations  and  power  of 
the  prince  of  magic,  fhe  could  .never  fall  by 
the  "ftrength  or  artifice  of  man.     I  truft, 
therefore,  that  her  name  and  charadter  will 
now  obtain  the  honour  they  deferve,  from  all 
the  nations  of  the  modern  world  \  and  that 
the  fiflerhood,  in  particular,  will  never  fail 
to  revere  her,  as  the  original  prefident  of 
Old  Maids. 


D  3  CHAP. 


&  £  S   S  AY     ON 


;> 


CHAP..    II. 

ConjeSures  concerning  Old  Maids  among  the 
7ftttf>  jE gyp  t ions >  and  feme  other  Nations 
cf  Antiquity. 

• 

IN  the  firft  centuries  after  the  deluge,  it 
feems  to  have  been  the  wifh  of  every 
individual  to  affift  in  the  great  bufinefs  of 
repeopling  the  defolated  world.  At  a  time 
when  a  numerous  progeny  was  confidered 
as  real  opulence,  and  a  peculiar  mark  of 
the  divine  favour,  it  is  not  probable  that 
any  female  fhould  have  willingly  precluded 
herfelf  from  the  moft  envied  diftin&ion. 
Indeed,  the  Hebrew  women  appear  to  have 
been  actuated  by  the  moft  lively  defire  of 
increafing  the  number  of  their  refpc&ive 
families.  Children  were  regarded  as  fuch 
a  treafure,  that  feveral  wives  of  the  patri- 
archs, whom  nature  had  difappointed  in 
this  expe&ation,  very  chearfully  corrected 

the 
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the  unkindnefs  of  their  own  conftitution, 
by  prefenting  a  handmaid  to  their  huf- 
bands.     Among  all  the  Mofaic  inftitutions, 
there  is  no  trace  of  any  order  of  men  or 
women  devoted    to    a   fingle  life;    and, 
though  fome  of  the  fathers,  who  have  ftu- 
died,  in  their  writings,  to  raife  the  honour 
of  monaftic  virginity,  have  affedted  to  de- 
rive it  from  Miriam  the  fitter  of  Mofes,  by 
afierting  that  fhe  died  a  virgin,  at  the  age 
of  an  hundred  and  thirty-three  years,  it  is 
faid  with  more  probability,  that  this  mufical 
fitter  of  the  Jewifli  legiflator  was  herfelf 
married  to  Hur,  a  man  of  eminence  in  the 
tribe  of  Judah.     St.  Jerome,  whofe  zeal 
for  chaftky  has  fometimes  tranfported  him 
beyond  the  limits  of  fober  reafon,  expreffes 
an  inclination  to  believe,. that  feveral  wo- 
men, before  the  Chriftian  aera,  received  the 
gift  of  prophecy  from  God,  as  a  reward  for 
their  living  a  life  of  virginity  : — but  it  is  re- 
markable, that  the  celebrated  Hebrew  pro- 
pheteffes  yrere  married  women.    Deborah 
was  die  wife  of  Lapidoth;  and  Huldah, 
ft.  D  4         ■"    •    whofe 


t**: 


made  a  pare  of  that  hallowe 
The  heroine  as  well  as  the  pro 
contribute  to  the  glory  of  her 
out  any  claim  to  this  chaf 
J  act,  who  is  celebrated  in  a  fo; 
for  the  (laughter  of  Slfera,  m 
Heber  the  Kenitej  and  th« 
Judith,  immortalifed  for  ( 
country,  by  the  deftruftion  < 
was,  at  the  time  o$  her  explo 
dow.  Throughout  the  hifto 
from  their  father  Abraham 
difperfion,  I  cannot  recoiled 
of  any  one  diftinguiihed  Ok 
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port;  and  where  the  wifeft  of  their  princes 
was  fo  weak  as  to  encumber  himfelf  with  a 
domeftic  ^ftablifliment  of  many  hundred 
concubines. 

9 

As  the  ./Egyptians  were  diftinguiihed  by 
a  melancholy  caft  of  temper,  and  a  paffion 
for  gloomy  retirement,  we  might  be  led  to 
imagine,  that  the  women  of  that '  country 
were  the  firft  who  devoted  themfelves  to 
the  mortifications  of  religious  celibacy;  but 
there  is  a  remarkable  affertion  in  Hero- 
dotus, which  feems  to  preclude  us  from 
fuch  a  conjefture.  In  fpeaking  of  JEgypt, 
he  exprefsly  fays,  "  *  no  woman  is  ever 
confecrated  to  any  Divinity,  male  or  fe- 
male, the  holy  office  belonging  folely  to 
men;"  yet  the  fame  great  hiftorian  in- 
forms us,  that  women  afted  a  principal 
part  in  the  hallowed  myfteries  of  this  artful 
people;  not,  indeed,  as  we  may  fairly  con- 
jefture, for  the  purpofes  of  chaftity,  as  he 

*  IgaTfti  yvpn  pi*  whfAW  ot/n  t^a-tro<;  Ota,  «ti  GqAfiK* 
mi%p<  h  warnri  ti  xa\  vewtut*    Herodotus,  p.  120, 
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fays,  that  in  the  temple  of  the  -Egyptian 
Jupiter  at  Thebes,  as  in  that  of  Betas  at 
Babylon,  a  virgin  was  fecluded  for  the 
God,  and  fuppofed  to  fleep  with  die  Divinity 
himfelf,  in  a  magnificent  bed  prepared  for 
that  purpofe,  in  the  higheft  apartment  of 
the  building.  f  From  this  ceremony,  and 
from  other  circumftances,  we  may  con- 
dude,  that  JEgypt  was  not  very  fertile  in 
the  produftion  of  Old  Maids.  Parents  of 
die  poorer  fort  fold  their  female  children  to 
procure  fubfiftence  for  themfelves ;  and  we 
cannot  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  many  an- 
cient virgins  exifted  in  fuch  a  country, 
where  two  of  its  fovereigns,  according  to 
the  hiftorian  I  have  quoted,  proftituted 
their  own  daughters  in  the  mod  public 
manner;  the  firft,  to  fupply  his  exhaufted 
treafury ;  and  the  fecond,  to  detedt  a  very 
artful  thief*. 

If  we  muft  not  expeft  to  find  an  Old 
Maid  in  -flEgypt,  we  have  ftill  lefs  chance  of 

•  See  the  r.rauiing  ftory  of  Rhampfinitut  and  his 
daughter,  in  the  fecond  book  of  Herodotus. 
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meeting  with  this  rarity  among  the  Baby- 
lonians. This  ingenious  people  had  de- 
vifed  a  very  happy  expedient,  which  is 
highly  approved  by  Herodotus,  to  prevent 
their  women's  being  expofed  to  the  morti- 
fications of  a  (ingle  life,  by  the  want  of  per- 
fonal  attractions.  It  was  their  annual  cus- 
tom to  produce  all  their  virgins,  who  had 
attained  the  marriageable  age,  in  a  kind  of 
public  audtion;  the  moft  beautiful  were  • 
ibid  for  confiderable  fums,  and  this  pur- 
chafe  money  was  diftributed  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, among  the  homely  damfels,  as  to  pro- 
cure for  each  of  them  a  hufband.  Such  a 
civil  inftitution  is  in  itfelf  almoft  fufficient 
to  have  prevented  the  exiftence  of  an  Old 
Maid  among  them;  but  their  religious  ce- 
remonies, if  we  may  give  them  credit,  had 
(till  a  greater  tendency  to  produce  this  ef- 
fe£t,  as  every  woman  was  required,  once  in 
her  life,  to  admit  the  embraces  of  a  ftranger 
in  or  near  the  temple  of  their  goddefi 
Mylitta. 
.  In  Phoenicia,  where  Venus  and  Adonis 
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were  particularly  worshipped,  the  com- 
merce between  the  fexes  was  (bill  more  li- 
centious. We  may,  indeed,  obferve,  that 
among  feveral  nations  of  antiquity,  the  fa- 
crifice  of  female  chaftity  was  confidered  as 
a  religious  duty.  Perfons  yf  the  higheft 
rank  among  the  Armenians,  as  we  are  told 
by  Strabo,  devoted  their  virgin  daughters 
to  the  goddefs  Anaitis.  It  was  their  cu£» 
torn,  that  thefe  young  women  fhould  be 
proftituted  for  a  confiderable  time  in  the 
fervice  of  their  Divinity,  and  fettled  after- 
wards in  marriage,  no  man  refuting  a  ma- 
trimonial conne&ion  with  fuch  hallowed 
females*. 

The  pagan  mythology  was  calculated  to 
promote  the  moft  corrupt  ftate  of  manners ; 
and  in  fome  of  the  voluptuous  nations  of 
antiquity,  the  virtue  of  continence  feems  to 
have  been  utterly  unknown.   In  Lydia,  fays 

•.  T«c  6vy«Tf{«;  01  twiQanarraroi  ra   i0m*$  *ntgia% 
«r«{8i»tff,  at;  ropog  ton,  xaTarogyivOiiffotf  voXvw  XS09*9 

trolufrrof  «m  to»«vt»  wrotjem  ovfcroc,  Strabo,  lib.  xL 

5  Herodotus, 
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Herodotus,  every  girl  plays  the  harlot.  — 
Yet,  in  the  luxurious  region  of  Afia,  fome 
religious  inftitutions  were  eftabltfhed  for  the 
protection  of  chaftity.  The  famous  temple 
«f  Diana,  at  Ephefus,  had  a  train  of  holy 
virgins ;  and,  for  their  perfect  fecurity,  the 
priefts,  to  whole  guardianfhip  they  were  en- 
trufted,  were  all  eunuchs.  Yet  we  cannot 
venture  to  affirm,  that  this  fan&uary  pro- 
duced a  number  of  Old  Maids';  for  it  is 
probable,  that  thefe  young  votaries  of 
Diana,  like  the  Veftals  of  Rome,  whofe 
hiftory  I  fliall  confider  hereafter,  had  the 
■  privilege  of  marrying  towards  the  middle 
feafon  of  life.  This  we  may  alfo  conjecture 
to  have  been  the  cafe  with  the  religious 
virgins  in  Ferfia ;  who  feem  to  have  been 
guarded  with  peculiar  fanftity,  from  an 
anecdote  related  by  Juftin : — Darius,  the 
fon  of  Artaxerxes,  not  fatisfied  with  thofe 
imperial  honours  to  which  his  father  had 
railed  him,  demanded  of  that  monarch  his 
favourite  miftrefs  Afpafia.  The  aged  fo- 
vcreign,  unwilling  to  grant  and  afraid, 
perhaps, 
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perhaps,  to  rcfufe,  the  paffionate 
his  fon,  was  reduced  to  a  mortifying 
dient  for  fecuring  the  lady  from  lb  dio^ 
gerous  a  rival :  he  made  her,  for  that  pur* 
pofe,  a  prieftefi  of  the  Sun  *.  Phitardt 
relates  this  incident  with  fome  variation^ 
but  in  a  manner  which  equally  ihews,  that 
chaftity  among  the  Perfians  was  very  ftriftjj 
guarded  in  a  religious  afylum ;  yet  virgi* 
nity,  as  the  ftory  fufficiendy  proves,  wa* ' 
not  a  neceflary  qualification  for  -die  eha- 
ra&er  of  a  prieftefs. — Among  all  the  king- 
doms of  antiquity,  none,  perhaps,  contri- 
buted lefs  than  Perfia  to  the  fifterhood  of 
Old  Maids,  as  die  Perfians  are  diftinguifhed 
by  a  peculiar  ceremony,  which  ftrongly 
proves,  that  both  fexes  confidered  celibacy 
as  an  objeft  of  abhorrence,  not  only  as  an 
enemy  to  human  enjoyment,  but  as  pre- 
cluding them  from  the  happinefs  they  ex- 
petted  in  a  future  life.  From  this  idea 
trofc  their  extraordinary  cuftom  of  marry- 

•  Juitin, 

ing 
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ing  the  dead;  which  confifted  of  hiring 
either  a  hufband  or  a  wife,  for  every  perfon 
who  happened  to  die  fingle,  at  an  early 
period  of  life.  This  ftrange  kind  of  mar-* 
riage  is  faid  to  have  been  generally  folem* 
nifed,  in  fuch  cafes,  foon  after  the  burial  of 
the  deceafed,  being  regarded  as  a  necefiary 
paflport  to  the  regions  of  blifs. 

In  Scythia,  perhaps,  fome  good  Old 
Maids  may  have  exifted ;  whofe  fingle  life 
was  the  confequence  of  their  poffefling  a 
delicate  frame  or  a  tender  heart;  for  we 
are  told  by  hiftorians,  that  no  female,  in 
that  martial  country,  was  permitted  to 
marry,  till  fhe  had  flam,  with  her  own  hand, 
an  enemy  in  battle. 

Among  the  warlike  Amazons,  a  very 
different  caufe  might  produce  the  lame  cf- 
fe&.  As  thefe  formidable  ladies  made  it  & 
point  of  national  honour  to  fupport  their 
empire  with  the  lead:  pofllble  afliftancc 
from  the  other  fex,  we  may  reafonably  fup- 
pofe,  that  fhe  was  confidered  as  the  trueft 
Ataazonian  patriot,  who  united  virginity 
:.-:  with 
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with  valour.  1  muft,  indeed,  coflfefs,  tfaaC 
the  amorous  adventures  of  fomc  Amazonian 
queens  are  not  very  favourable  to  this  hy- 
pothefis ;  but,  if  Quintus  Curtius  informs 
us,  that  Thaleftris  requefted  an  embrace 
from  Alexander,  and  difcovcred  more  *  ea- 
gernefs  for  amorous  pleafure  than  the 
young  and  voluptuous  hero  himfdf,  let  us 
remember  the  more  chaftf  deportment  of 
her  predeceflbr  on  the  Amazonian  throne, 
the  celebrated  Penthefilea,  who  lived  and 
died  a  virgin,  in  the  licentious  court  and 
army  of  Priam,  during  the  fiege  of  Troy. 
She  was  (lain,  as  Quintus  Calaber  relates, 
by  the  inflexible  Achilles;  who  wilhed, 
however,  as  the  poet  fays,  that  he  had 
married  his  lovely  antagonift  inftead  of 
killing  her  f.  From  the  example  of  this 
virtuous  heroine,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  a 

9  Acrior  ad  Venerem  fceminae  cupido  quam  rcgi 
Quint.  Curt.  lib.  vi.  cap.  5. 

•J*  Kat  a*  A^Xtv<;  otXtarror  tu  iviTftfiro  Op/mf 
Ovnxa  p»  xarixtQti,  xeu  ovx  ayi  haw  axomr. 

Quintus  Calaber,  lib.  i.  ver.  67 

confident 
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confidcrable  number  of  Old  Maids  ex- 
ifted  among  any  of  thofe  ancient  people, 
whom  the  Greeks  regarded  as  barbarians, 
it  muft  have  been  in  the  nation  of  Ama- 
zons. I  am  aware,  that  in  the  profound 
refearches  of  Mr.  Bryant,  the  very  exiftencc 
of  this  nation  is  difputed ;  but,  as  the 
champion  of  the  fifterhood  in  all  ages,  I 
cannot  affent  to  this  opinion  of  a  moft 
learned  writer,  nor  permit  the  daring  anti- 
quarian to  annihilate  fo  illuftrious  a  com- 
munity, and  thus,  as  it  were,  to  deflower  in 
a  moment  at  leaft  a  million  of  ancient 
virgins. 

While  I  contend  for  the  exiftence,  and 
the  chaftity,  of  thefe  female  warriors,  who 
are  defcribed  in  the  moft  lively  and  <jir- 
cumftantial  manner  by  the  poets  and  his- 
torians of  antiquity,  I  muft  not  forget  their 
rivals,  both  in  courage  and  continence  die 
Gorgons.  Thefe  alfo  were  a  nation  of 
women,  according  to  Diodorus  Siculus; 
who  informs  us,  that,  bordering  on  the 
Amazons  in  Libya,  and  looking  with  envy ' 

Vol.  II.  £  on 
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on  their  neighbours,  they  frequently  in- 
fefted  their  country,  till  the  more  powerful 
Amazons,  armed  in  the  immenfe  fkins  of 
African  ferpents,  and  led  to  battle  by  their 
queen  Merina,  fubdued  the  Gorgons  in  a 
fevcre  engagement,  in  which  they  took 
three  thoufand  prifoners  *. 

I  muft  own,  that  many  contradictory 
opinions  have  been  held  concerning  thefe 
more  doubtful  heroines,  the  Gorgons. 
Some  critics  hive  confidered  them  as  lovely 
young  women,  whofe  beauty  was  Co  power- 
ful as  to  fix  every  beholder  in  motionlefs 
amazement;  others  have  fuppofed  them 
to  have  been  frightful  old  hags,  whofe  de- 
formity was  fo  hideous,  that  no  one  could 
look  at  them  without  fhuddering;  and 
fbme  late  writers,  with  a  fceptical  refine- 
ment, have  denied  their  human  exiftence, 
and  believed  them  to  have  been  thofe  cele- 
brated mares  of  Africa,  who  were  faid  to 
conceive  by  the  fouth  wind.     But,  to  fup- 

•  Diodorut  Siculus,  lib,  iii.  cap.  4. 

7  port 
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port  the  ancient  dignity  of  the  fifterhood,  I 
{ball  adhere  to  the  evidence  of  that  very 
reipe&able  old  Grecian,  Palaephatus,  who 
wrote  a  treatife  exprefsly  to  explain  the 
poetical*  riddles  of  his  country ;  in  which 
he  explicitly  declares,  that  the  three 
princely  Gorgon  fitters,  Stheno,  Eurale, 
and  Medufa,  were  the  three  voluntary  Old 
Maids. 
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CHAP.    III. 
On  tin.  Old  Muds  of  Greece, 

IN  thofe  ages  which  are  honoured  with 
the  name  of  heroic,  virgins  feem '  to 
have  been  treated  with  very  litde  rdpeft. 
Every  hero  appears  to  have  thought  himfelf 
entided  to  the  carefies  of  the  maiden  cap- 
tives, whom  his  own  prowefs,  or  the  chance 
of  war,  had  placed  within  his  power ;  and 
the  venerable  Neftor,  at  the  age  of  fourfcore 
and  five,  does  not  retire  to  deep  without 
that  agreeable  reward  of  ancient  heroifm,  a 
fair  and  affe&ionate  damfel.  The  warm 
and  enthufiaftic  admiration  with  which  cri- 
tics of  the  moft  liberal  fpirit  have  contem- 
plated the  genius  of  Homer,  has  led  fome 
of  them  to  afiert,  that  his  poems  are  fo  won- 
derfully comprehenfive,  as  to  include  every 
chara&er  which  human  life  can  exhibit. 

But 
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But  this  praife  may  be  confidered  as  hyper- 
bolical; fince  it  is  certain,  that  we  cannot 
difcover,  either  in  the  Iliad  or  the  Odyffey,a 
portrait,  or  even  a  fketch,  of  a  fingle  Old 
Maid.  Perhaps,  as  this  immortal  bahJ  is 
fo  minutely  faithful  in  his  delineation  of 
manners  and  cuftoms,  we  might  infer  that  no 
fuch  character  exifted  in  his  time ;  and  in- 
deed, the  more  we  refleft  on  the  religious 
and  political  inftitutions  of  Greece,  the 
more  reafon  fhall  we  find  to  believe,  that 
die  number  of  Grecian  Old  Maids  muft 
have  been  at  all  periods  very  inconfider- 
able. 

It  was  the  ruling  paflion  of  the  Greeks  to 
aggrandize  their  country;  and,  as  they 
juftly  confidered  citizens  as  the  real  wealth " 
of  every  ftate,  they  thought  it  the  firft  of 
patriotic  duties,  equally  incumbent  on  both 
the  iexes,  to  enrich  the  republic  by  increas- 
ing its  numbers.  Plato  carries  this  point 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  u  all  perfons,  in  the 
u  article  of  marriage,  ought  to  confult  the 
•  u  fcrvice  of  the  public*  in  preference  to 

E  3  «  toss; 
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cc  their  own  private  enjoyment*."  Th§ 
lame  illuftrious  philofophic  ftatcfman  pro- 
pofes  a  heavy  tax  upon  thofe  who  conti- 
nued (ingle  beyond  the  age  of  thirty-fhrcc< 
Such  a  tax  is  laid  to  have  exifted  at  Sparta, 
where  every  public  inftitution  had  a  pecu-t 
liar  tendency  to  encourage  population. 
w  Their  public  dances"  (fays  Plutarch) 
"  and  other  exercifes  of  the  young  maidens 
naked,  in  fight  of  the  young  men,  were  in- 
centives to  marriage  -,  and,  to  ufe  Plato's 
exprefiion,  drew  them  almoft  as  necef- 
<c  farUy  by  the  attra&ions  of  love,  as  a  ge- 
cc  ometrical  conclufion  follows  from  the 
cc  premifes.  To  encourage  it  ftill  more, 
*  fome  marks  of  infamy  were  fet  upon 
cc  thofe  that  continued  batchelors ;  for  they 
fc  were  not  permitted  to  fee  thefe  exercifes 
<c  of  the  naked  virgins,  and  the  magiftrates 
<c  commanded  them  to  march  naked  round 
<c  the  market-place  in  the  winter,  and  to 

•  Kara  orafrot  i k  t<rrv  (av$q<;  yafxov :  to*  ya*  n>  vd* 
Ail  hi  cvfiftforra  pnxrnvi  i»  yapo*  txacror,  $v  T9»  jhcrot 

«vr*u    Plato  de  Legibus,  lib  vi. 

"  fing 
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"  fing  a  fong  compofcd  againft  themfelves, 
"  which  exprefled  how  juftly  they  were 
"  punilhed  for  their  difbbediencc  to  the 
«  laws*." 

Athenaeus  informs  us,  that  their  punifh- 
ment  was  ftill  more  fevere ;  and  that,  on  a 
certain  feftival,  thefe  unprofitable  feryants  of 
the  ftate  were  dragged  round  an  altar,  and 
beaten,  by  the  women  of  Lacedaemon,  that 
their  pride  might  be  awakened  by  this  in* 
dignity,  and  incline  them  to  become  huf- 
baads  and  fathers  f. 

In  a  country  where  fuch  cuftoms  pre- 
vailed,  it  is  not  probable  that  many  women 
fliould  have  declined  the  moft  important 
of  public  duties,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  to 
themfelves  the  difhonourable  tranquillity  of 
a  fingle  life.  Indeed,  we  muft  do  them  the 
juftice  to  obferve,  that  the  ladies  of  Greece 

9  Life  of  Lycurgus>  in  Langhorne's  Plutarch. 

■f  £y  AaKt&eufAOH  <pv)<Ti  Ttff  ayxptsf  on  yvt*mt$  to^Ti) 
r%n  vigt  row  0ufAOP  i\x»a*i  qctin^ucn*,  tnCTn*  i*  th  wp*y 
l*4BT*$  tr€{»i>  <ftvyomqf  qtiXoarofyaxri  n  xau  u  wg*  *p  o?«*'7f 

t»k  XofMif.     Athenseus,  lib.  xiii. 
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appear  to  have  been  in  this  point,  die  fin- 
cereft  of  patriots:  it  feems  to  have  been  their 
general  fentiment,  that  to  live  and  die  un- 
married was  the  moft  humiliating  difgrace 

and  affii&ion  that  the  Deftinies  could  ipflift* 

*. 

O  the  guilty  bed 
Of tbofe  from  whom  IJprangl  unhappy  of- 

Jpring 
Of  parents  moft  unhappy!  Jo!  to  tbm     * 
I  go  occurs9  J,  a  virgin  and  ajlave*. 

•  * 

Neerjhall  Itafte  of  Hymen' s  joys,  or  know 
A  mother* s  pleafures  in  her  infant  race; 
Butyfriendlefs  and  forlorn,  alive  defcend 
Into  the  dreary  manfions  of  the  dead  f.     '• 

Franklin's  Sophocles. 

Such 

•*  I*  paTgtffti  AtxTfw 
•  Atom,  JtoifttfUtr'  avroyttnr* 
Apv  warp  h/erfi^y  paTgof 

IlfOf  «(  agatof,  ayapof  a- 
A   vyv  jAtroixof  i^opou. 

Antigone,  vcr.  875. 
•f  K«»  W9  ayu  fit  ha  XW  ftTU  7ia£tn9 

A\$xT£099  cuvpttaw,  tnt  Ttf  y«ptf» 

Hmm 
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Such  is  the  natural  and  pathetic  lamenta- 
tion with  which  the  interefting  Antigone  of 
Sophocles  prepares  for  death,— This  great 
and  judicious  poet  has  given  exaftly  the 
fame  fentiment  to  his  more  fiery  Ele&ra  5 
who,  at  the  time  fhe  is  mourning  for  her 
murdered  father,  and  meditating  the  moft 
tremendous  vengeance  agafnft  her  imperi- 
ous and  guilty  mother,  cannot  refrain  from 
lamenting  that  fhe  is  herfelf 

Hopelefs  of  children,  and  of  nuptial  rites  *. 

So  prevalent  was  this  idea  in  the  mind ,  of 
every  Grecian  female.— Euripides  carries 
it  ftill  farther,  and  afligns  fimilar  language 
to  bis  Elefti* ;  though  he  reprefents  her  as 

Mfgo<  Xaypvccv,  art  Ktuhus  T^o^ij^ 
Zmq  %i%  daforrwv  ff^opo*  xaraoxaQctf* 

Ver.  928, 

•  Artxrof 

.  Sophoclis  Eleftra,  ver.  166. 
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a&u&Uy  married  by  the  tyranny  of  her  pa- 
tents,  to  an  honeft  labourer,  who  generouOy 
abftains  from  her  bed  ia  deference  tt>'  her 

rank. 

From  thefe  examples  we  may  coodadet 
that  a  Grecian  female  hardly  ever  cxpreficd 
an  inclination  to  become  an  Old  Maid*  and 
indeed,  whatever  her  own  private  wi&es 
might  he,  die  iniquitous  laws  of  her  country 
made  her  fo  much  the  (lave  of  her  relations, 
that  fhe  had  little  or  no  power  of  fixing  her 
own  fituation  in  life.  cc  Nothing  (fays  the 
accomplifhed  Sir  William  Jones,  in  fpeak~ 
ing  of  Grecian  laws  that  relate  to  women) 
"  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  cruel 
"  than  the  ftate  of  vaflalage,  in  which  wo- 
"  men  were  kept  by  the  polifhed  Athc- 
rc  nians  ;  who  might  have  boafted  of  their 
tutelar  goddefs  Minerva,  but  had  cer- 
uiriljr  no  pretenfions,  on  any  account,  to 
the  patronage  of  Venus.  All  unnecef- 
fary  reftraints  upon  love  (which  contri- 
fc  butes  fo  largely  to  relieve  the  anxieties 
of  a  laborious  life)  and  upon  marriage . 

(which 
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"  (which  conduces  fo  eminently  to  the  peace 
u  and  good  order  of  fociety)  are  odious  in 
the  higheft  degree ;  yet  at  Athens,  whence 
arts,  laws,  humanity,  learning,  and  reli- 
gion, are  faid  to  have  fprung,  a  girl 
«  co\jld  not  be  legally  united  with  die  ob- 
€€  jeft  rf  her  affe&ion,  except  by  die  cort- 
c*  (ent  of  the  Kuj *o<  or  controller,  who  was 
**  either  her  father  or  her.  grand  fire,  her 
€t  brother  or  her  guardian :  their  domination 
<c  over  her  was  transferred  to  the  hufband, 
u  by  whom  (he  was  ufually  confined  to  the 
€€  minute  details  of  domeftic  ceconomy; 
*  and  from  whom  (he  might  in  fome  in- 
m  ftances  be  torn,  for  the  fake  of  her  fortune, 
cc  by  a  fecond  coufin,  whom  probably  (he 
**  detefted.  Nor  was  her  dependence  likely 
u  to  ceafb;  for  we  may  colleft  from  the 
cc  fpeech  on  the  eftate  of  Philoftemon,  that 
u  even^a  widow  was  at  the  difpofal  of  her 
cc  neareft  kinfman  5  either  to  be  married  by 
.  a  ttfm,  or  to  be  given  in  marriage,  accord- 
u  ing  to  his  inclination  or  caprice.  Yet 
u  more;  a- hufband  might  bequeath  his 
*  ,/-.  <f  wife, 
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€€  wife,  like  part  of  his  eftatc,  to  any  mart, 
4€  whom  he  chofc  for  his  fucceflbr:  and  the 
"  mother  of  Demofthenes  wa$  actually  left 
■*  by  will  to  Aphobus,  with  a  portion  of 
u  eighty  minas.  The  form  of  fuch  a  be- 
u  queft  is  preferved  in  die  firft  Speech 
a  againftStephanus;  and  runs  thus  :*  This 
"  is  the  laft  will  of  Pafio  the  Acharnean.  4 
"  I  give  my  wife  Arehippe  to  Phormio,  with 
c<  a  fortune  of  one  talent  in  Peparrhetus,  one 
u  talent  in  Attica,  a  houfe  worth  a  hundred 
t€  minas,  together  with  the  female  flaves, 
«  the  ornaments  of  gold,  and  whatever  elic 
' "  may  be  in  it." — For  all  thefe  hardfhipS 
"  which  the  Athenian  women  endured,  a 
€s  very  poor  compenfation  was  made  by 
<c  the  law  of  Solon,  which  ordered  their 
cc  hufbands  to  fleep  with  them  three  times 
cc  a  month*." 

In  a  country  where  women,  at  every  pe- 
riod of  their  life,  were  fo  miferably  depen- 
dent as  to  be  difpofed  of  like  inanimate  pro- 

•  Jones's  Commentary  on  Ifaeus,  page  177. 

pcrty, 
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pertjr,  wc  haVe  reafon  to  apprehend  their 
having  differed  every  fpecies  of  cruelty  and 
oppreffion.  If- Greece  did  not  abound  in- 
voluntary Old  Maids,  we  may  believe  that 
fome  lovely  females  of  that  celebrated  region 
were  kept  in  a  wretched  ftate  of  celibacy,  by 
the  iniquity  of  a  tyrannical  parent  or  guar-*  , 
dian.  If  a  fuperftitious  and  Cowardly  old 
father  happened  to  dream  that  a  grand-child 
would  prove  fatal  to  his  peace,  he  probably 
imitated  the  abfurd  precaution  of  Acrifius, 
and  attempted  to  confine  his  daughter,  like 
Daftae,  in  a/ubterranean  chamber  on  a  bed  ef 
brq/f*-,  fince  cowardice  and  fuperftition  are 
not  to  be  correfted  by  the  inftru&ive  hiftory 
of  that  beautiful  captive,  and  old  men  are 
even  yet  to  learn,  that  female  chaftity  is 
more  endangered  than  protected  by  a  rigo- 
rous confinement 

However  frequent  fuch  examples  of  pa* 
rental  perfecution  may  have  been  among  the 

*mp*u    Paufiwias,  p.  164. 

Greeks* 


#*  £  S   S   A  Y       O  N      ' 

Greeks,  we  do  not  find  many  duel  of  xhoa' 
in  die  hiftory  of  that  intcreffcing,  caprickmi 
people.  There  is  indeed  an  amufing  aatt> 
dote  in  Herodotus,  which  may  fctre  to 
ihew  that  parents  ufed  to  threaten  Mr 
children  with  the  dreaded  continuance  oft 
Tirgin  life.  Polycrates  of  $am<J#  being 
Angry  with  his  daughter  for  oppofing  hil 
vifitto  the  Perfian  noble,  Orsetes,  becstifc 
fhe  had  been  alarmed  by  a  terrific  ?ifio$ 
threatens  the  affe&ionate  but  teazing  girl, 
that  if  he  returns  in  fafety,  ihe  fhall  for  a 
long  time  remain  a  virgin ;  to  which  flic  re- 
plies with  great  filial  tendernefs,  by  praying 
that  his  threat  may  be  accomplifhed,  fincc 
flie  would  rather  remain  a  virgin  *  Jomt 
time  longer,  than  be  utterly  deprived  of  her 
father. 

We  may,  however,  believe  that  parental 
tyranny  was  not  fo  often  exercifed  in  at- 
tempts to  keep  a  daughter  fingle,  as  in  thofe 
of  marrying  her  to  a  perfpn  fhe  abhorred. 
Perhaps  in  the  latter  cafe  there  was  the  greater 

#  nxi«  x*"0''    Herodotus,  lib.  iiL 

probabjliqf 
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probability  of  her  becoming  an  Old  Maid; 
not  from  the  fpirit  of  contradiction,  but  be- 
caufe  an  unhappy  girl,  fo  perfecuted,  had 
no  refource  to  fliield  her  from  a  detefted 
marriage,  but  the  facred  altar  of  fomc 
maidenly  power,  who  offered  an  afylum  to 
virgins  in  diftrefs. 

That  fuch  places  of  refuge  exifted,  we 
tave  a  very  (hiking  proof  in  a  paflage  of 
that  lingular  poem,  the  Caflandra  of  Lyco- 
phron.  The  prophetefs,  in  the  midft  of 
her  misfortunes,  breaks  forth  into  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  of  her  future  glory : 

Nor  among  mortals  Jhall  my  name  become 
Extinfty  and  in  Lethean  darknefs  loft : 
To  me  the  Daunian  chiefs,  andtboje  who  dwell 
Within  the  walls  of  marjhy  Dardanus, 
Shall  build  a  temple  upon  Salpe's  banks ; 
There  Jhall  the  virgins,  wbenfoe'er  they  wijb 
To  fy  the  marriage  yoke,  averje  to  join 
With  fuitors,  vain  of  their  Heilorean  locks*. 

Or 

•  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  Caflandra  con- 
perfonal  vanity  in  a  man,  as  a  blcmifh  not  in- 
ferior 
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Or  mark' d  with  fome  defeff  affirm  or  Urtht 
There  Jbatt  they  fold  my  image  in  their  ami, 
Their  firmeft  guard  from  nuptial  tyranny  *. 

I  think  it  proper  to  add,  that  Caflandra, 
in  promifing  this  afylurn  to  perfeqited  vir- 
gins, mentions  a  circumftance,  which  might 
leffen,  perhaps,  the  influence  of  her  {frotec- 
tion :  fhe  declares,  that  her.  chafte  votaries 

feriortodefbrmity.  A»  to  Hcaorean locks, die  ktfncJV 
are  not  perfectly  agreed  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  hair  of  Hedor  was  drelTed :  bat  the  ingenious  edi- 
tor of  Lycophron  feems  to  have  fairly  proved,  that  the 
Trojan  hero  fet  the  fafhion  of  wearing  a  toupee* 

EoTati,  fuepatdi 9  avBt  Ai)Ga»*r  axoTftk 
Naov  &  /ao(  Ttvf-so*  Acfvtrptf.Axf** 

Na*y<n,  Xi/tHK  ajfcjjfriffto»K  worm. 

Tt*f  ExToguaif  %yXa,\a^tt^  xofUMfr 
Mo^j  «XorrflK  *»P*»V  11  p»i*a£  ytf8f9 
"Efi.09  *t£»*lt/£tfcm  «Ai r«K  /Sjgkref 

Lycophron,  ver,  1116. 
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xmift  disfigure  their  faces  with  a  medical 
lotion,  and  drefs  themfelves  in  the  habit 
of  the  Furies.  Whether,  after  annexing 
this  condition  to  her  patronage,  ftie  was 
likely  or  not  to  have  many  virgins  in  her 
fan&uary,  is  a  point  that  I  fubmit  to  the 
judgment  of  the  ladies:  obferving,  how- 
ever, that  none  of  my  fair  readers  are  pro- 
per  judges  of  the  queftion,  except  thole, 
who  have  been  perlecuted  by  the  addrefles 
of  a  very  odious  fuitor. 

From  the  preceding  part  of  this  chapter, 
lbme  readers  of  a  fceptical  caft  may  be  in- 
clined to  doubt,  if  Greece  ever  produced  an 
Old  Maid.  But  if  the  tcftimony  of  a  poet 
may  be  admitted,  the  queftion  is  explicitly 
decided.  That  the  chara&er  really  exifted 
at  Athens,  we  are  fexprefely  informed  by 
Ariftophanes,  in  a  verfe  which  I  have 
adopted  as  a  motto  to  this  Eflay;  and 
which,  for  the  fake  of  my  curious  fair 
readers,  I  fhall  now  tranflate :  endeavour- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,  to  collect  as  much 
light  as  I  can  from  it$  comic  author,  co&» 
.  Vol,  lit  F  cfcrnin& 
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cerning  the  real  condition  of  Attk  Old 
Maids. 

In  the  comedy,  which  bears  the  name  of 
Lyfiftrata,  that  lady  conceives  the  lively 
project  of  inputting  her  ovyi  fcx  txj  obtain 
an  aty^kitc  donrpLion  over  the  men^  and  to- 
force  d>epi  in$o  a  conclufion  of  thofe  wars, 
by  which  Greece  was  perpetually  diflxaftcd* 
As  £he  propqfes  her  pacific  expedient  with 
UK>re  wit  thap  modefty,  my  fair  readers  will 
undoubtedly  approve  my  delicacy  in  not 
giving  them  a  minute  account  of  it  j  and 
the  more  fo,  as  it  is  fufficient  for  our  prefent 
purpofe  to  obferve,  that  Lyfiftrata,  after 
touching  on  the  vexations  that  war  pro- 
duces to  married  women,  proceeds  to  the 
following  fentiment  of  difintercfted  com* 
pafllon : 

But  let  us  wave  our  grievances:—/ 

grieve 
For  virgins  in  their  chambers  waxing  old*. 


Ko9'  UfAtTtf  OF  pt»  l«Tf. 


■      '  Katf   fifjurtfor  pit  tart* 

EUgi  rwJfc  **$*»  tfTQH  iaXfifiMi  yntaa-KWw  <w*/u«i. 
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It  is  very  remarkable,  that  although  Ly- 
fiftrata  thus  mentions  the  Old  Maids  as  ob- 
jefts  of  her  folicitude,  the  poet  does  not 
venture  to  introduce  upon  the  ftage  a  finglfc 
ancient  virgin,  either  in  this  play,  or  in  a 
drama,  where  he  had,  I  think,  a  ftill  fairet* 
occafion  to  difplay  die  character  with  all 
his  licentious  vivacity:  I  mean  his  comedy 
of  the  Female  Orators  *.  A  very  fhort  ac- 
count of  this  witty,  but  indecent  compofi- 
tion,  will  be  fufficient  to  (hew,  that  an  Old 
Maid  might  have  appeared  among  the  per- 
ions  of  the  drama  with  a  very  comic  ef- 
fect Ariftophanes  undoubtedly  intended, 
in  this  comedy,  to  ridicule  the  political 
whimfies  of  Plato,  who  contends,  in  his  Re- 
public, that  property  and  women  fhould  be 
poffeffed  in  common.  The  poet  exhibits, 
with  infinite  humour,  the  ludicrous  -evils 
arifing  from  fuch  a  fyftem.  The  women  of 
Athena  ufurp  the  government;  and  Praxa~ 
gora,  the  heroine  of  the  comedy,  adopting 

•  EKKAHIIAZOTXAI. 
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the  ideas  of  Plato,  eftablifhes  a  new  fet  of 
laws.  I  lhall  fpcak  only  of  that  which  re- 
lates to  my  fubjeft.  By  one  of  her  ftatutes, 
«  it  is  ena&ed,  that  no  young  man  (hall  re- 
<f  ceive  the  fayours  of  a  young  woman,  till 
cc  he  has  firft  gratified  the  inclinations  of  aft 
*  old  one/9  The  modern  reader  might  ex- 
pert die  poet  to  introduce,  after  this  inci- 
dent, even  a  chorus  of  Old  Maids;  but,  li- 
centious as  he  was,  Ariftophanes  had  more 
refpeft  for  the  fifterhood.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  he  brings  fome  ancient  ladies  on 
the  ftage,  and  reprefents  them  not  a  little 
folicitous  to  take  advantage  of  a  law  foex- 
prefs  in  their  favour ;  but  they  are  very  far 
from  appearing  in  the  chara&er  of  Old 
Maids,  as  one  of  them  gives  us  clearly  to 
underftand,  that  fhe  has  no  claim  to  that 
tide. 

I  would  by  no  means  infinuate,  that  the 
remarkable  conduft  of  Ariftophanes,  in  not 
exhibiting  an  Old  Maid,  might  tempt  us  to 
fufpedt  that  no  fuch  charadter  exifted  in  his 
time.    Th*  only  inference  I  would  draw 

from 
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from  it  is  this :  that  the  Old  Maids  of 
Athens  were  either  entirely  fequeftered 
from  fbciety,  or  guarded  with  fuch  a  reli- 
gious veneration,  as  the  moft  licentious  of 
comic  poets  prefumed  not  to  violate.  That 
-fiich  perfonages  really  exifted,  I  not  only 
think  the  fpeech  of  Lyfiftrata  a  fufficient 
proofs  but  I  apprehend  their  condition,  as 
fhe  intimates,  was  owing  to  the  frequency 
of  war  among  the  Grecian  republics. 

How  far  the  women  of  this  martial 
country  considered  themfelves  as  negle&ed 
and  aggrieved  by  that  contentious  fpirit, 
which  detained  their  warriors  in  diftant 
fields  of  battle,  we  have  a  memorable  ex- 
ample in  the  following  very  lingular  anec- 
dote recorded  by  Strabo. 

<*  To  revenge  the  death  of  their  king, 
c<  Teleclus,  who  was  (lain  as  he  went  to  (a- 
"  crifice  at  Meflena,  the  Lacedaemonians 
"  engaged  in  a  war  againft  the  Meflenians, 
iC  and  took  an  oath,  either  that  they  would 
"  not  return  home  till  they   had  taken 

F  3  "  Mefleaa, 
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«  Meflfena,  or  that  they  would  all  die  i$ 
fc  the  attempt. 
«  In  marching  forth  to  this  enterprise* 

*  they  l*ft  only  their  very  young  and  very 
"  old  citteeni  to  guard  their  own  city*  After 
«  file  tenth  year  of  the  war,  the  women  of 
"  Lacedsemon  aflfcrriblfcd, and  ftntadepu- 
<c  tatjoa  of  their  own  fex  to  the  tany>  to 
"  reprove  the  men,  as  not  engaging  on 
"  equal  terms  with  the  Meffenian*  >  fince 

*  theft,  remaining  in  their  own  country, 

*  were  ftill  producing  children  5  while  they, 
<c  wlu>  had  left  their  women  defolate,  were 
"  encamped  in  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  at  th« 
a  rifk  of  letting  their  own  country  decay 
u  by  a  deficiency  of  men.  The  Lacedfe* 
u  monians  ftill  refpe&ing  their  oath>  and 

confidcring  at  the  fame  time  the  argu- 
ment of  the  women,  detached  from  the 

*  army  die  youngeft  and  moft  vigorous  of 
a  their  countrymen,  whd  did  not  violate  an 

*  engagement  by  their  return  5  fince,  while 

*  they  were  yet  boys,,  they  had  mardicd 
c  «c  from 
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**  from  home  with  the  band  of  young  men, 
cc  This  detachment  was  dire&ed  to  con- 
€C  neft  themfelves  with  the  virgins  at  La- 
cc  cedaemon,  all  with  all,  for  the  greater 
*%  chance  of  increafing  population  *.    To 

cc  thofe 

mwetrrctS)  vyot^.tpo%  jroXvTixwiij>  poXXor.    Strabo.  lib*  vi. 

I  have  literally  followed  Strabo  in  this  lingular  hif- 
tory :  but-  as  it  is  related  alfo  by  Juftin,  with  fome  va- 
riations, I  (hall  infert  his  account  of  it  in  this  note, 
for  the  fatisfk&ion  of  the  curious  reader.  *'  His 
44  igitur  moribas  ita  brevi  civitas  (Lactd<rmon)  con- 
€g  valuit,  ut  cum  MefTeniis,  propter  ftupratas  virgines 
"  fuas,  in  folenni  MefTeniorum  facrificio  bellum  in- 
**  tuliflent,  graviffima  fe  exfecratione  obftrinxerint, 
**  non,  prius  quam  Meffenam  expugnafient,  reverfu* 

• 

%t  ros ;  tantum  fibi  vel  de  viribus  fuis,  vel  de  for- 
*•  ftma,  fpondentes.  Quae  res  initium  dHtentionis 
**  Graecias,  et  inteftini  belli  caufa  et  origo  fuit.  Ita- 
**  qne  cum,  contra  p^sefumptionem  fuam,  annis  decern 
**  in  obfidione  urbis  tenerentur,  t\  querelis  uxorum 
•*  poll  lam  longam  viduitatem  revocarentur ;  veriti 
€€  ne  hac  perfeverantia  belli  gravius  fibi  quam  Mfcfle- 
••!«3*  feocerent— quippe  illis  quantum  juventutis 
*•  bdlo  intercidat,  mulierum  focunditate  fuppleri ; 
x  '  F  +  "  6JA 
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«  thofc  who  were  born  from  this  connexion, 
"  they  gave  the  title  of  "  Partheneiai,M  the 
«  offcpring  of.  virgins." 

In  a  date,  where  the  women  could  pre- 
fent  fo  tender,  fo  patriotic,  and  fo  fuccdsftil 
a  remonftrance  to  their  abfent  heroes,  we 
cannot,  I  think,  reasonably  fuppofe  that  die 
number  of  Old  Maids  was  very  confider- 
able.  Perhaps  in  this  point,  as  in  all  other* 
of  delicacy  and  refinement,  Sparta  was  con- 
'  fefledly  inferior  to  Athens.  As  the  latter 
was  more  eminently  diftinguiflied  by  the 
patronage  of  the  virgin  goddefs  Minerva, 
we  may  juftly  believe  her  to  have  furnUhed 

* f  fibi  et  belli  damna  affidua,  et  fcconditatem  uxo» 
"  rum,  abfentibas  viris,  nullam  efle— - itaque  legunt 
*r  juvenes  exeogenere  militum  qui  poft  jusjuranduxn 
*'  in  fupplementum  venerant,  quibua,  Spartan  re- 
*'  miffis,  prosoifcaos  omnium  feminarum  concubitus 
"  permUere ;  maturiorem  futuram  conccptionem  rati, 
99  fi  earn  fingulas  per  plures  viros  experirentur.  Ex 
"  his  natij  ob  fjgtua  jnaterni  pudoris,  Parthenu* 
wati.". 

Juftin,  lib.  iii  c.  4. 

to 
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to  her  guardian  deity  the  more  numerous 
train  of  ancient  and  immaculate  votaries. 

The  mythological  defcriptions  of  the 
Grecian  poets  are  generally  founded  on 
fome  hiftorical  fa&j  and  the  poem  of  Non- 
nus  contains  a  very  remarkable  paflage, 
which  almoft  perfuades  me,  that  the  women 
of  Greece,  at  fome  early  and  obfcure  period 
of  their  hiftory,  were  fo  vehemently  devoted 
to  the  arts  of  Minerva,  that  they  negle&ed 
or  renounced  the  more  interefting  rites  of 
Venus,  and  almoft  endangered  the  continu- 
ance of  the  world.  As  the  paflage,  to  which 
I  allude,  has  the  advantage  of  exhibiting 
Venus  in  a  new  point  of  view,  it  may  amufe 
the  reader  to  fee  it  at  full  length.  The  poet 
having  informed  us  that' his  hero,  Bacchus, 
gave  a  banquet  to  his  attendants,  proceeds 
thus: 

*  To  this  gay  audience >  as  the  goblet  pa/s'd, 
Leucus  the Jelf -taught  Ltjbian  frarri  d  the  Jong 
Of  Titans  arrrid  'gainft  Heaven* joyous  be  Jung 

•  Tun  h  Tt{iropiM»0?9  &c«  Nonni  Dionyf.  lib.  24. 

Tbt 
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The  triumph  of  bigp-judging  Jove  *,  and  bod 
In  the  dark  caves  of  Tartarus  be  pent 
Old  Saturn,  Jlealing  his  avenging  fire, 
And  vainly  cas'd  in  winters  watery  helm* 

But  mild  Lap  e thus,  earth9 s  pacific  Jon, 
Sat  near  the  fkilful bard;  and  from  the  feq/t 
Gave  him  the  cboiceft  dainty :  then  required 
The  ftoeef  and  favourite fong,  thai  well  die* 

fcribes 
The  Cyprian  Godde/s  at  the  loom  employ* d, 
And  vying  with  the  blue-eyed  Queen  of  Arts. 

He  with  fweet  prelude  Jung,  how  Venus, 
toucVd 
With  pajjionfor  the  works  of  manual  Jkill, 
Held  in  unpra£lis9d  hands  Minerva* s  web, 
And  the  light  cefius  of  the  Loves  exchanged 
For  the  laborious  Jhuttle.     Coarje  the  thread 
The  PapUan  Goddejs  Jpun—Jcarce  oflefsfize 
Than  the  grofs  cordage,   which  of  willow 

from  d 
Withfome  rude  art,  the  old  mechanic  uid 
fyfplicc  the  timber  of  bis  new-built  bark. 
She  tbro*  the  dayy  and  thro' the  night,  intent 
Hung  o'er  the  loom  of  Pallas,  andrejtic'i 
*■"        8  b 


^  ■..  ...  ■. 
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In  the  new  labour ,  foreign  to  her  band. 
Frequent  Jhe  fmootb'd  the  vefi  $  and  having 

pots' d 
¥be  dangling  weights,  her  growing  web  Jhe 

plied > 
Solicitous  to  play  Mmtrba's  part. 
Nor  trifling  was  her  toil :  but  in  her  work 
The  maffive  thread  proje&ed :  of  it/elf 
The  woof  of  her  enormous  texture  broke. 
And  of  her  double  labour  now  Jhe  made 
Tie  fun  a  &it*efs9  and  the  confcious  moon* 
Part  of  berfporthi  train  around  her  danced 
Anwfitoe:  with  a  gdy  and  rapid  band 
Pqfipbae  twnCd  the  wheel  *  while  Pitbo's  tori 
Smooth* d through  wool $  andjweet  Aglaia's 

zeal 
Gave  to  their  common  Queen  the  ready  thread, 
fibw  mortal  life  declirid,  and  harmony >, 
Once  the  glad  harbinger  of  bridal  joy  y 
Mourn  d  the  negleff  of  marriage — bopele/i 

Love 
Lfo/d/rvm  bis  bow  bis  itufitSud  ftrmgt 
Viewing  the  barren  tmplougb'd  field  of  life* 
Ht&fat  flute  then  founded,  no  fltrill  fife 

Ufler'd 
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Vfier'd  with  ft/live  glee  the  Nuptial  God; 

But  earthly  being  wafted,  and  the  chain 

Of  wedkck>  tbatjufiains  the  world,  dijblv'd. 

Msnervanow  her  bujy  rival/aw  % 
In  anger  mixd  with  tendernefs  fie  view'd 
"the  thick  rough  threads  of  the  unfkilful  fair  : 
Now  fie  inform' d  the  Gods,  andjpoke  in /corn 
Accufing  Venus,  and  her  father  Jove  :— 

"  Thy  ordinance  is  changed,  GeleJNal  Sire  I 
€€  Nor  can  1 keep  what  all  the  Fates  confpird 
u  To  make  my  portion :  tempted  by  my  loom, 
cc  Thy  daughter  Venus  now  invades  my  right \ 
99  f<Tis  not  tbejifter  and  the  wife  of  Jove% 
u  'Vis  not  ourfovereign  Juno,  that  ufurps 
cc  Minerva's  province:   no;  this  wrong  is 

"  done 
€€  To  the  immortal  Patronefs  of  Arms 
"  By  the  f oft  Queen  of  Dalliance.    For  thy 

<f  Heaven 
u  When  did  tb%  unwarlike Cytberea  fight  $ 
«  Where  are  the  Titans  by  her  ccftus  fiain, 
€€  That  fie  infults  thy  warrior  t—Dian  I  fay, 
cc  When  in  the  centre  of  thy  J racrcd  grove 
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**  Haft  thou  beheld  Minerva  lead  the  chace  t 
u  Or  who  in  child-birth  calls  the  Slue-eyed 
«  Queenl" 
She /poke,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Heaven 

m 

JtffemHedy  eager  for  the  wonder ous  fight 
Of  Venus  at  the  loom. — Soon  as  they  faw 
The  produce  of  her  band,  unus'd  to  toil, 
Scornful  they  roWd  tbejpurious  work  afide, 
And  with  afmile  farcaftic  Hermes J aid: 

€€  Thine  is  the  diftaff:  to  Minerva  leave 
tc  Thy  ufelefs  ceftus  I  —  Since  thy  arm  has 

"  ftrengtb 
«  Nimbly  to  dart  the  flying  Jhuttle,  take 
**  Tbefpear  and  agis  of  the  Martial  Maid  ! 
€€  I  know, why  Venus  plies  tV  applauded  loom  $ 
«  Thy  wiles  efcape  not  me — thy  bridegroom 

«  Mars 
"  §>uick  from  thy  band  with  amorous  bafte 

"  requires 

*  A  veft  of  nuptial  elegance  :—for  Mars , 

€€  Form  the  rich  robe  j  but  in  thy  recent  work 
**  Weave  not  the  Ian ce,  for  what  are  arms  to 
«  thee? 

*  No  I  let  thy  variegated  tints  difplay 


C€ 
€€ 
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f c  <JT,t  Ugbt-difrerfmg  God,  wbofe  beamf  r*> 

« 

w  ?2jy  latent  paramour :  or,  if  thou  wilt, 

"  Fr**»*  thy  old  chains yand  let  thy  modefi  hand 

Paint  in  thy  glowing  weklbyfpuriotts  lord! 

And  thou  too,  Love,  ad$aff  for  thy  arms, 

a  For  thy  laborious  mother  Hmjt  tbt  yarn,  . 

That  I  may  Jet  the  tight-wing d  by*  wori, 

His  bow  afpmdle,  and  bis  dart  a  thread! 

With  golden  Venus  9broider  Mars  in  goldi 

And  let  him  bear  a  fhutHe  for  his  JhkU,  > 

Weaving  him/elf  with  Beauty9 s  bufyQueenl 

€€  But  rather,  Venus,  from  thy  lovely  hand  ■ 

<c  STg/3r  to  the  wind  thy  threads  !~-tby  cefius 

«  take, 

"  And  o'er  tb9  enjoyments  of  the  earth  again 

cc  Prejide !  for  nature  fuffers,  and  the  world 

u  Wanders forlorn,  while thou  art at the loom.-* 

Thus  as  befpoke  tb9  Olympian JynodJmiVd\ 

And,  eafiingfar  afide  tb9  unfinijh9'd  web 

2»  reverence  to  Pallas,  Beauty's  Queen, 

Kind  cherifher  of  maris  increafe,  retir9d      » 

To  her  own  Cyprus— from  her  cqftus  Love 

Bejtwfd 


€€ 
€€ 
€€ 
€C 
CC 
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Be/tow*  d  new  cbarms  on  nature's  varying  form, 
Andricblyjovfdtbe  well-plough' d  wafteoftife. 

Such  was  the  carol  of  the  Lejbian  bard 
On  Cytberea,  in  the  loom  mJkilVd* 
Vying  with  F alias >$atnme[s  of  arts. 

I  rejoice  in  being  able  to  enliven  and  il- 
luftrate  this  philofophical  Eflay,  by  fo  appo- 
fite  a  paffage  from  the  very  poet,  however 
obfeure,  from  whom  Mr.  Bryant  has  (truck 
ib  much  light  in  his  profounder  refearches. 
I  hare  given  almoft  a  literal  tranflation  of 
the  preceding  fong;  and  I  flatter  myfclf  that 
my  candid  readers,  who  are  familiar  with 
the  decifive  ftyle  of  our  antiquarians,  will 
allow  me  to  confider  it  as  a  ftrUdng  proof 
that  a  confederacy  of  very  beautiful  ancient 
fpinfters  was  once  formed  in  Greece,  who 
refolutely  devoted  themfelves  to  the  quiet 
labour  of*  the  loom,  inftead  of  aflifting  in 
the  more  important  bufinefs  of  forming 
new  citizens  to  fupport  their  country* 
Evident  as  this  point  muft  appear  from  thefe 
remarkable  verfes,  it  might  puzzle,  perhaps, 
even  the  very  learned  gentleman  juft  mentis 
Med,  to  decide  at  what  period  of  the  Grecian 
.*  hiftory 
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hiftory  thcfc  fpinftcrs  lived,  and  how  long 
they  perfifted  in  their  dangerous  refolution. 
From  the  conclufion  of  the  long  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe,  that  they  refemblcd  a 
certain  fociety  of  modern  ladies,  tinder  the 
guidance  of  a  feraphic  prefident,  intitled 
Madonellaj  a  lady  whofe  adventures  are 
related  with  infinite  humour  in  the  firft  vo- 
lume of  the  Tatler,  and  who,  having  devoted 
herfelf  and  her  aflbciates  to  a  life  of  virgin 
purity  knd  retirement,  was  rapidly  and  in- 
genioufly  induced  to  take  an  aftive  part  in 
theneceflary  increafe  of  the  world. 

My  defire  to  do  all  poffible  honour  to 
the  fifterhood,  has  made  me  extremely 
folicitous  to  difcover  every  Attic  Old 
Maid,  whofe  name  might  reflect  a  luftre  on 
the  community :  but  in  my  hiftorical  en- 
quiries for  this  purpofe,  I  have  not  been  lb 
fuccefsful  as  I  expe&ed  to  be.  Many  Gre- 
cian ladies  have  been  celebrated  for  an  at- 
tachment to  philofophical  fhidies ;  and  t 
concluded  that,  in  the  lift  of  thefe,  I  fhould 
find  feveral  individuals,  who  in  chafbty  as 
well  as  learning  were  the  faithful  votaries  # 
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of  Minerva*  Monfieur  Menage  has  com* 
piled,  with  extenfive  erudition,  a  little  hif- 
tory  of  all  the  female  philofophers,  of 
whom  any  traces  can  be  found  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  ancients.  Their  number  amounts 
to  fixty-five;  but  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  if  we  except  St*  Catherine,  there  is 
only  one  lady  in  this  long  catalogue,  who 
is  celebrated  for  her  virginity  i  and  how  far 
that  might  be  either  real  or  meritorious 
may  ftill  be  a  queftion,  as  this  lady  did  not 
live  fingle,  but  was  the  wife  of  the  philofo- 
pher  Ifidorus. 

.  Thus  difappointed  among  the  ancient 
'"female  profeflbrs  of  philofophy,  I  reflefted 
with  Angular  pleafure,  that  thofe  more 
venerable  poetical  old  ladies,  the  Sibyls, 
would  fupply  this  defedt  *  and  of  all  the 
Old  Maids  that  antiquity  could  furnifh,  I 
confidered  them  as  beft  entitled  to  the  ho- 
nourable diftinftion  of  being  clafled  at  the 
head  of  the  fifterhood.  I  imagined  their 
title  to  this  high  rank  to  be  fully  confirmed 
by  the  fcntence  of  St.  Jerome  -,  who,  fpeak- 
".  Vol.  II,  G  ing 
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ing  of  them,  in  the  firft  part  of  his  cloqu  cnt 
inve&ive  againft  Jovinian,  cxprefsly  fays* 
that  €C  virginity  was  their  chara&eriftic, 
cc  and  divination  the  reward  of  their  virgi- 
cc  nity  *."  But,  examining  the  hiftory  of 
thefe  reverend  ladies  with  that  attention 
which  it  deferves,  I  foon  perceived  that  the 
fervent  and  generous  faint  had  given  them 
credit  for  a  quality,  which  they  were  very 
far  from  pofleffing.  The  learned  Servatius 
Gallaeus,  who  has  obliged  the  world  with  a 
thick  quarto  volume  on  thefe  interefting 
females,  completely  expofes  the  miftake  of 
St,  Jerome,  and  laughs  at  him  as  a  ridicu- 
lous champion,  contending  for  the  chaftity 
of  a  harlot.  Nor  can  we  wonder  that  the 
credulity  of  the  candid  faint  fhould  be 
treated  with  derifion,  fince  one  of  the  Si- 
byls, for  whofe  continence  he  contends, 
very  freely  acknowledges,  in  a  remarkable 

-  *  Quid  referam  Sibyllas  Erithraeam  et  Cumaaam, 
et  o&o  reliquas,  nam  Varro  decern  fuiiTe  autumat, 
$>uarum  infigne  *virginitas  eft9  et  virginitatis  premium, 
dwinatio.    Sanct  Hieron.  adverfus  Jov.  p.  185. 

vcrfc 
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VeHe  of  her  own  *,  that  (he  had  formerly 
indulged  herfelf  in  all  the  criminal  excefles 
of  licentious  paflion. 

After  all  my  laborious  endeavours  to  in- 
•Wftigate  the  hiftory  of  Old  Maids  in 
Greece,  I  muft '  clofe  this  chapter  upon 
them,  with  the  model!  ignorance  of  a  Gre- 
cian philofopher,  confefling  all  I  know  is 
that  I  know  nothing:  to  the  virginity  of 
thefe  ancient  and  perhaps  ideal  ladies,  I 
may  apply  the  following  ingenious  fimHe 
of  a  great  modern  poet : 

Like  following  life  in  creatures  wt  diflefif, 
We  lofe  it  in  the  moment  we  deteR. 


:-.:« 
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CHAP.     IV. 

On  the  Vtfals >  and  other  Old  M*ids,  rfBmt 
btforc  tbt  Cbriftian  &ra. 

AS  the  Roman  empire  was  founded  on 
a  rape,  and  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred 
and  eighty-three  Sabine  virgins  were  for- 
cibly converted  into  wives,  according  to 
the  account  of  that  accurate  antiquarian 
Dionyfius  of  Halicarnafius,  we  cannot  ex- 
pe£t  to  meet  with  many  Old  Maids  in  the 
early  periods  of  the  Roman  hiftory.  In- 
deed, in  the  firft  ages  of  the  republic,  the 
patriotic  ambition  of  the  Romans,  and  the 
exprefs  letter  of  their  law,  operated  with 
equal  force  againft  a  life  of  celibacy.  Ci- 
cero, in  the  opening  of  his  third  book  Dt 
Legibusy  has  given  us  the  very  words  of  the 
ftatute,  by  which  the  cenfors  were  dire&ed, 
not  only  to  examine  and  enroll  the  children 
of  every  Roman  family,  but  to  take  care 

that 
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that  nj>  citizens  fliould  lead  a  fingle  life  * ; 
and  we  learn  from  a  valuable  fragment  pre- 
ferred in  Aulus  Gellius,  that  the  moil  emi- 
nent fenators  of  Rome  confidered  marriage, 
not  as  a  ftate  of  private  enjoyment,  but  as  a 
public  indilpenfable  burthen,  which  every 
man  was  bound  to  fupport  for  the  good  of 
the  community.  As  the  fubjedt  is  curious 
and  interefting,  I  fhall  prefent  to  my  reader 
not  only  the  fragment  to  which  I  allilde, 
but  a  confiderable  paflage  from  the  author 
who  has  given  it  a  place  in  his  mifcella- 
neous  and  amufing  work. 

The  fixth  chapter,  in  the  firft  book  of 
Aulus  Gellius,  begins  in  the  following 
manner : 

€€  The  oration  which  Metellus  Numi- 
n  dicus,  a  man  of  dignity  and  eloquence, 
rc  delivered,  in  his  cenforfhip,  to  exhort  the 
ff  people  to  matrimony,  was  read  to  a  large 
cc  and  learned  audience.  In  this  oration  it 
*  was  thus  written :  €  If,  Romans,  we  had 

*  Eqmtmn  peditumque  prolcm  dcfcribunto :  c«li- 
ct  dfc' prabibento. 

G  3  "  the 
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"  the  power  of  living  without  a  wife,  We 
"  fbould  all  be  free  from  that  trouble  *  but 
"  fince  nature  has  fo  difppied  it,  that  we 
<c  can  neither  live  very  commpdioufly  with 
"  them,  nor  without  them  exift  at  all,  we 
<(  muft  provide  rather  for  perpetual  fecurity, 
cc  than  for  tranfi?nt  pleafure.'  It  appeared 
*'  to  fome,  that  the  cenfor  Metellufc  whofc 
<c  intention  was  to  exhort  the  people  to 
*'  marry,  ought  not  to  have  made  fuch  a 
cc  CQnfeflion,  concerning  the  trouble  and 
u  perpetual  vexations  of  the  married  life, 
cc  fince,  inftead  of  exhorting,  he  feemed  ra- 
cc  ther  to  diffuade  and  deter.  His  oration, 
fC  they  faid,  ought  rather  to  have  taken  a 
"  contrary  turn ;  he  fhould  have  afierted, 
cc  that  marriage  in  general  was  attended 
f c  with  no  vexations ;  and  if  at  any  time  it 
u  appeared  to  produce  fome,  thefe,  he 
<*  fhould  have  faidt  were  light  and  trifling, 
u  very  eafily  endured,  and  obliterated  by  a 
*  fuperior  portion  of  emolument  and  de- 
u  light  5  nay,  that  thefe  very  vexation? 
"  were  neither  common  to  all,  nor  owing 

"ff  tq 
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*  to  the  nature  of  the  ronne&ion,  but  oc- 
"  cafioned  by  'the  failings  and  injuftice  of 
"particular  hufbands.  But  Titus  Caf-* 
"  tricius  maintained,  that  Metellus  had 
**  fpoken  both  with  truth  and  propriety. 
"  It  is  one  thing,  faid  he,  to  fpeak  as  a1 
€€  cenfor,  and  another  to  fpeak  as  a  rheto- 
€€  riciaru  We  allow  the  latter  to  ufe  ex- 
"  preffions  fraudulent  and  bold,  fubtile  and 
u  captious,  if  they  have  but  a  certain  air  of 
cc  truth,  and  the  power  of  exciting,  by  any 
c<  artifice,  the  paflions  of  the  audience. 
He  obferved,  moreover,  that  it  is  dif- 
graceful  to  a  rhetorician,  even  in  a  bad 
cc  caufe,  to  leave  any  part  of  his  ground  de- 
u  ferted  and  unfought  5  but  for  Metellus, 
Cf  he  faid,  who  fpoke  to  the  Roman  people 
€€.  with  that  fan&ity  of  character,  as  a  man: 
*  whofe  life  had  been  diftinguifhed  by  ac- 
cc  cumulated- honours,  it  became  him  to 
€€  utter  nothing  but  what  he  himfelf,  and 
"  hU  whole  audience,  might  efteem  ftri&ly 
**  true ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  he  fpoke  upon 
f  a  fubjeft,  of  which  the  experience  of 

G  4  cc  every 
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«  every  day  enabled  every  man  to  judge. 
"  Confeffing,  therefore,  thofe  vexations 
m  which  were  notorious  to  all  men,  and  de- 
u  ferving,  by  that  confeflion,  the  confix 
tf  dence  of  his  auditors,  he  at  laft,  with 
"  eafe  and  rapidity,  perfuaded  them  of  that 
<c  important  and  eflential  point,  that  the 
€t  prefervation  of  the  ftate  depended  on 
4C  the  prevalence  of  marriage/' 

Without  flopping  to  make  any  farther 
remarks  on  the  eloquence  of  Metellus— 
from  whofe  honeft  confeflion  we  might  in- 
fer, that  the  moft  fpirited  of  the  old  Ro- 
mans were  not  perfe&ly  able  to  manage 
their  wives — I  ftiall  only  obferve,  that  in  the 
firft  ages  of  the  republic,  the  cenfors  feem 
to  have  attended  very  minutely  to  this  part 
of  their  office,  which  had  fo  ftrong  a  ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  exiftence  of  Old 
Maids,  Valerius  Maximus  informs  us, 
that  the  cenfors  Camillus  and  Pofthumius 
levied  a  fine  on  thofe  citizens  who  had 
grown  old  in  a  fingle  life,  and  brought  it  to 
fhe  public  treafury.    Plutarch  alfo,  in  his 


OLD      MAIDS.  *9 

Life  of  Camillus,  relates,  that  "  as  the  wars 
u  had  made  many  widows,  he  obliged  fuch 
fC  of  the  men  as  lived  fingle,  partly  by  per- 
rc  fuafion,  and  partly  by  threatening  them 
*  with  fines,  to  marry  thofe  widows/  — 
From  the  latter  circumftance  we  may  infer, 
that  virgins  of  a  marriageable  age  were  at 
this  period  very  fcarce  in  Rome  ;  and,  in- 
deed, we  may  believe,  that,  in  the  adtive  pa- 
triotic days  of  the  republic,  there  would  not 
dave  cxifted  a  fingle  Roman  Old  Maid, 
lad  not  the  Angular  religious  eftablilhment 
of  the  veftal  virgins  formed  a  kind  of  nur- 
fery  for  that  refpeftable  fifterhood  to  whom 
iiis  work  is  devoted, 

■ 

As  I  prefume  that  my  fair  readers  have 
>ut  a  flight  acquaintance  with  thefe  mod 
nterefting  nuns  of  antiquity,  although  their 
lame,  furviving  that  fire  for  whofe  eternity 
hey  prayed,  is  ftill  applied  in  poetical  lan- 
guage to  modern  ladies  of  diflinguifhed 
>urity,  I  fhall  here  infert  the  curious  ac- 
count of  the  Veftals,  which  is  preferved  in 
be  ^bove-mentioned  moft  excellent  anti- 
quarian, 


€C 
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quarian,  Dionyfius,  and  1  (hall  infcrt  it 'in 
the  words  of  his  accurate  and  elegant  tranf-* 
lator,  Mr;  Speiman. 

«  The  virgins,  who  ibve  the  Goddcft, 
cc  were  originally  four,  and  clc&ed  by  the 
kings,  according  to  the  laws  eftablilhed 
by  Numa;  but,  afterwards,  from  the 
€C  multiplicity  of  their  fun&ions,  their 
"  number  was  encreafed  to  fix,  and  has  fo 
"  remained  to  this  day.  They  live  in  the 
*'  temple  of  the  Goddefs,  into  which  none 
"  are  hindered  from  entering  in  the  day- 
*  time  j  but  it  is  not  lawful  for  any  man  to 
fC  remain  there  in  the  night.  They  art 
*c  under  a  neceflity  of  continuing  unmar- 
u  ried  during  the  fpace  of  thirty  years  j 
m  which  time  they  employ  in  offering  fa-' 
t€  crifices,  and  performing  other  rites  or- 
"  dained  by  the  law.  During  the  firft 
S€  ten  years,  their  duty  was  to  learn  their 
*'  fuij&ions ;  in  the  fecond  ten,  to  perform 
f  r  them ;  and,  during  the  remainder  of  their 
"  time,  to  teach  odicrs.  After  the  expiration 
fe  of  the  term  of  thirty  years,  nothing  hin- 

"  dered' 
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*'  dered  fuch  as  defired  it  from  marrying, 
«  upon  their  quitting  their  veils  *,  and  the 
*c  other  enfigns  of  their  priefthood;  and 
"  fbme,  though  very  few,  have  done  diis, 
M  the  end  of  whofe  lives  has  not  been  fo 
£€  very  happy  as  to  tempt  others  to  imitate 
€€  them ;  fo  that  the  reft,  looking  upon  their 
€€  calamities  as  ominous,  remain  virgins  in 
*€  the  temple  of  the  Goddefs  till.their  death, 
"  and  then  the  pontiffs  again  chufe  another 
*€  to  fupply  the  vacancy.  They  receive 
5C  many  diftinguifhing  honours  from  their 
*c  country,  by  which  the  defire  of  children 

*  Gellius  quotes  AntifHus  Labeo,  a  man  of  great 
learning  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  for  many  particu- 
lars relating  to  the  Veftals ;  among  the  reft,  that 
they  could  not  be  admitted  under  fix,  nor  above  ten 
years  of  age.  I  imagine,  becaufe  it  was  neceflary 
tbey  (heuld  be  virgins.—— The  election  was  performed 
jp  the  following" manner  :— rThc  Pontifex  Maximus 
chofe  twenty  virgins,  who,  in  an  aftembly  of  th$ 
j>eople,  drew  lots  which  of  them  fhould  fucceed  the 
deeeafed  Veftal ;  and  the  virgin  upon  whom  the  lot 
fcty  yf*3  taken  by  the  Pontifex  Maximus; 

Spelman's  Note. 


i. 


i-. 


**  an4 


91  ESSAYON 

"  and  of  marriage  is  taken  away*  They  are 
"  alfo  fubjeft  to  great  punilhment  in  cafe 
tt  of  delinquency ;  which*  by  the  law,  the 
"  pontiffs  are  appointed  both  to  enquire 
"  into  and  punifh.  Thofe  Veftals  who 
u  commit  lefler  crimes,  they  whip  with 
**  rods ;  but  if  they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
<c  debauched,  they  arc  delivered  up  by  the 
"  pontiffs  to  the  mod  fhameful  and  the 
cc  moft  miferable  death  -,  for,  while'  they 
u  are  yet  alive,  they  are  carried  upon  a 
<c  bier,,  with  all  the  formality  of  a  funeral, 
<e  their  friends  and  relations  attending 
cc  them  with  lamentations;  being  arrived 
"  at  the  gate  Collina,  they  are  placed  in  a 
cc  fubterraneous  cell,  prepared  within  the 
€€  walls,  in  their  funeral  attire,  without  any 
fepulchral  column,  funeral  rites,  or  other 
cuftomary  folemnities.  There  feem  to 
be  many  indications  of  the  prieftefs  who 
does  not  perform  the  holy  functions 
with  purity ;  but  the  principal  is  the  cx- 
«  tinftion  of  the  fire,  which  the  Romans 
"  dread   above   all  misfortunes,   looking 

<c  upon 
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u  Upon  it,  from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeds, 
"  as  an  omen  that  portends  the  deftruftion 
9 €  of  their  city  j  and  they  bring  fire  again 
S€  into  the  temple,  with  many  expiatory 

€€  rites.- It  is  alfo  well  worth  relating,  in 

u  what  manner  this  Goddefs  has  manifefted 
V  herfelf  in  favour  of  thofe  virgins  who 
cc  have  been  falfly  accufed. — It  is  (aid,  that 
t€  once  the  fire  being  extinguifhed,  through 
€i  fome  careleflhefs  of  Emilia,  who  had 
€C  then  the  care  of  it,  and  had  intruded  it 
<c  to  another  virgin,  who  was  newly  cbofen 
<c  into  their  number,  and  then  learning  her 
cc  duty,  the  whole  city  was  in  great  difbr* 
cc  der,  and  an  enquiry  made  by  the  pon- 
cc  tiffs,  whether  fome  defilement  of  the 
prieftefs  might  not  have  occafioned  the 
extindbfon  of  the  fire.  Upon  this  thejr 
fay,  that  Emilia,  who  was  innocent, 
€€  but  diftrafted  at  what  had  happened, 
u  ftrctched  out  her  hands  to  the  altar,  and, 
c<  in  the  prefenccof  the  priefts  and  the  reft 
i€  of  the  virgins,  faid,  €  O  Vefta,  tutelary 
*■  Goddefs  of  this  city,  if,  during  the  fpace 

"  of 
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<c  of  near  thirty  years,  I  have  performed 
"  the  holy  fun&ions  to  thee  with  holineft 
cf  and  juftice,  and  have  prefetfved  a  pure 
"  mind  and  a  chafte  body,  appear  in  my 
"  defence,  and  affift  me,  and  do  not  fuffer 
cc  your  prieftefs  to  die  the  moft  mHerable  of 
€€  all  deaths ;  but  if  I  have  been  guilty  6f 
u  any  impiety,  let  my  punilhment  expiate 
cc  the  guilt  of  the  city.' — Having  faid  this^ 
cc  fhe  tore  off  a  piece  of  the  linen  garment 
cc  fhe  had  on,  and  threw  it  upon  the  altar. 
"  After  this  prayer,  they  fay,  that  from  the 
cc  alhes,  which  had  been  long  cold,  and 
c<  retained  no  fpark  of  fire,  a  great  flame 
"'  (hone  forth  through  the  linen ;  fo  that  the 
cc  city  did  not  (land  in  need,  either  of  expi- 

cc  ations  or  of  a  new  fire. But  what  I  am 

going  to  relate  is  ftill  more  wonderful, 

and  more  like  a  fable. — They  fay,  that 

fomcbody  having  falfely  accufed  one  of 

the  virgins,  whofe  name  was  Tucia,  and, 

cc  being  unable  toobjcft  to  her  the  extinc- 

"  tion  of  the  fire,  he  fupported  his  accufa- 

<c  tion   by   falfe    inductions    drawn    from 

6  "  probable 
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cc  probable   conje&ures   and  teftimonies; 
u  and  that  the  virgin,  being  ordered  to 
"  make  her  defence,  faid  only  this — that 
€€  fhe  would  clear  herfelf  from  the  accufa-* 
cc  tion  by  her  adtions  -,  and>  having  faid 
"  this,  and  called  upon  the  Goddefs  to  be 
her  guide,  (he  proceeded  to  the  Tiber,  the 
pontiffs  confenting,  and  all  the  citizens 
attending  her :  •  when  fhe  came  to  the 
river,  fhe  was  fo   hardy  as  to  under- 
take a  thing,  which,  of  all  others,  is 
looked  upon  as  impoflible,  even  to  a 
proverb ;  and,  having  taken  water  out  of 
cc  the  river  in  an  empty  fieve,  and  carried 
it  as  far  as  the  Forum,  fhe  poured  it  out 
at  the  feet  of  the  pontiffs ;  after  which, 
they  fay,  her  accufer,  though  great  en- 
quiry was  made  after  him,  could  never 
cc  be  found,  either  alive  or  dead*." 

If  fome  of   thefe  calumniated  Veftals 

,  were  thus  marvelloufly  preferved,  others 

fcem  to  have  been  deftroyed  with  the  mod: 

•  Spelman's  Dionyfius,  vol.  i.  p.  345. 
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lavage  barbarity,  in  fpite  of  favourable  oc- 
currences that  might  have  been  humanely 
confirmed  into  a  fupernatural  aflertion  of 
their  innocence*  In  the  rhetorical  frag- 
ments of  Seneca,  a  fair  delinquent  is  men- 
tioned, who,  being  convi&ed  of  impurity, 
was  brought  to  fuffer  death,  by  being 
thrown  from  the  fummit  of  fo  high  a  rock, 
that  it  was  terrific  even  to  thofe  who  looked 
down  from  it  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity  **  lit 
the  moment  preceding  her  punilhment,  fhc 
appealed  to  Vefta  in  vindication  of  her 
purity ;  and,  being  flung  from  the  precipice, 
defcended  without  injury  to  the  ground ; 
when  a  fet  of  inhuman  orators  maintained, 
that  lhe  ought  to  be  brought  back,  and 
thrown  a  fecond  time  from  the  rock,  al- 
ledging,  that  her  wonderful  efcape  rather 
indicated  the  anger  than  the  proteftion  of 
the  Gods,  fince  it  was  their  defign,  not  to 
lave  the  life  of  this  convifted  criminal,  but 

•  Erat  altitudo  montis  etiam  fecure  defpicientiboft 
horrenda, 

to 
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to  lengthen  her  punifhment.  Seneca-  does 
not  inform  us,  that  fhe  perilhed  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  cruel  argument;  and,  in- 
deed, I  am  tempted  to  hope,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  human  nature,  that  the  whole  ftory 
was  nothing  more  than  the  fittion  of  a  fan- 
ciful declaimen 

However  this  may  be,  the  anecdote  af- 
fords us  a  (hiking  proof  of  the  extreme  fc- 
verity  with  which  the  Romans  regarded  the 
frailty  of  a  Veftal.     Indeed,  the  lame  au- 
thor firrnifhes  us  with  a  proof  of  this  point 
yet  more  extraordinary;    for  he  gives  us 
part  of  a  criminal  oration  againft  a  Veftal, 
who  was  accufed  of  inceft,  not  for  any  evi- 
dent aft  of  incontinence,  but  merely  for 
having  written  a  verfe,  which  forcibly  ex- 
preffed  her  fenfe  of  thofe  pleafures,  which 
the  married  fair  ones  enjoy.     This  curious 
roorfd  of  heart-infpired  poetry  is  happily 
jpreferved,  and  I  muft  gratify  my  female 
reader  with  a  trandation  of  it,  though  I 
may  injure  the  fpirit  of  this  feeling  poetefs 
,    Vol.  II.  H  by 
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by  converting  her  fingle  Latin  verfc  in* 
the  following  Englijb  couplet : 

Happy  the  nymphs  who  gain  the  nuptial  bed  I 
O  let  me  die,  if 'tis  notfweet  to  wed0! 

We  find,,  in  the  auftere  rhetorician,  the 
mod  bitter  inve&ive  againft  thefc  natural 
fentiments  of  a  tender  female.  . cc  How  ex- 
pFeflive,"  cries  the  declaimed  <c  is  her  lan- 
guage !  how  apparently  flowing  from  the 
inmoft  foul,  not  only  of  an  experienced, 
But  of  an  enraptured  woman !: — She  is, 
guilty  of  inceft,  though  not  aftually  vio*- 
lated,  who  wifhes  for  violation  j\" 

Let  me  add,  however,  ir>  juftice  to  Se- 
neca, that  he  gives  us  alfo  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  queftion.  <f  We  confefs,"  replies  the 
defender  of  this  poetical  virgin,  cc  we  confefs 
to  you,  lhe  is  guilty  of  one  crime  :  ihe  i* 

*  Felices  nupta  !  m'criar  nifi  nubcre  duke  eft. 
f  Quam   exprcfla  vox,  quam  ex  imis  vifecribus 
emi/Ta,  non  expertae  tantum,  fed  dcle&atae.     Inceft* 
eft  ctiara  fine  flupro,  qua  cupit  ftuprum. 

poflefled 
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pofleffed  of  genius  :  how  then  could  (he  fail 
to  envy  Cornelia,  the  mother  of  the  Grac- 
chi, or  that  happy  parent  who  gave  birth  to 
Cato  •  ?" — We  are  not  told  what  was  the  fate 
of  this  ingenious  Veftal ;  and  fhe  alfo,  like 
her  lifter,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing anecdote  of  the  rock,  might  be  a  mere 
creature  of  fancy,  and  her  offence  invented 
for  the  exercife  of  declamation. 

If  our  humanity  is  gratified  by  this  fup- 
pofition,  yet  other  ancient  writers  affbrd  us 
a'  melancholy  aflurance,  that  feveral  un- 
happy Veftals  aftually  fuffered  the  favage 
fate  of  being  buried  alive.  For  my  own 
part,  when  I  read  of  fuch  events,  I  feel  that 
all  the  fplendor  of  Roman  glory  ist  entirely 
^eclipfed  by  thefe  infernal  afts  of  barbarous 
iuperftition.  Let  me  remark',  however,  for 
the  credit  of  the  republic,  that  this  puniih- 
ment  was  introduced  by  the  elder  Tarquin. 

•  Unum  crimen  vobis  ccrofiteor :  ingcnium  habet. 
Qoidni  invideat  Cornelias,  matri  Gracchortim  ?  Quid- 
ai-illi  <ywe  Catonem  pepcrit  ? 

•     "  -  H  2  It 
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It  was  firft  inftitted  in  his  reign,  upon  a. 
haplefs  vi&im,  whofe  name  was  Pinaria, 
I  (hall  not  enumerate  all  die  unfortunate 
females,  who  fhared  this  Inhuman  deftiny, 
but  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  calculation  of  the  Abbe  Na- 
dal  (who  has  given  a  copious  hiftory  of  the 
Veftals,  in  the  Memqirs  of  the  French  Aca- 
demy) from  the  eftablifhment  of  thefe  vir- 
gins under  Numa>  to  their  fuppreffion  in  the 
reign  of  Thcodofius,  a  period  of  about  a 
thoufand  years,  we  cannot  aflign  more  to 
each  century  than  a  fingle  viftim.  As  to 
the  number  of  honeft  and  unfufpefted  Old 
Maids,  which  this  religious  fociety  might 
produce  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  this  is  a 
point  requiring  fo  much  nice  calculation, 
that  I  fhall  leave  it  to  be  fettled  by  our  own 
indefatigable  antiquarians. 

We  may  fairly  fuppofe,  that,  in  fpite  of 
jthofe  unpromifing  omens,  by  which  many 
of  the  elder  Veftals  were  deterred  from  wed- 
lock, according  to  die  above-mentioned  ac- 
count of  Dionyfius,  fame  of  thefe  fijpesan- 

nuatcd 
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nuate d  prieftefles  were  eager  to  aflert  their 
privilege,  and  ventured  to  many.  Indeed 
we  have  a  lingular  proof  that  this  fome- 
times  happened,  in  a  few  remarkable  verfes 
of  the  Chriftian  poet  Prudentius,  who  has 
exhibited  a  pifture  of  the  Vcftals,  which  is 
certainly  painted  with  more  zeal  than  po- 
litenefs.  As  the  pafiage  is  curious,  and  has 
not  been  fuUy  quoted  by  the  modern  hifto- 
rian  of  thefe  interefting  ladies,  I  fhali  en- 
deavour to  amufe  my  fair  readers  by  a  po- 
etical tran  flat  ion  of  it. 

Now  let  me  fear cb  into  the  VeftaVs  fame  ! 
To  modefty's  bright  crown  what  feah  her 

claim  ? 
¥he  little  Jlaves  in  childhood  are  immur'd, 
Before  the  judgment  of  the  mind  maturd 
Can  grow  of  virgin  fame  devoutly  fond9 
Andfpurn  the  weight  of  the  connubial  bond. 
On  joylejs  altars^  which  her  heart  muft  hate% 
The  captive  virgin  is  condemn* d  to  wait ; 
Net /coming  pleqfure,  but  from  blifs  confin'd> 
UuteucFd  her  body,  not  untouch)  d  her  mind: 

H  3  Refikji 


k. 


io*,        ESSAY      ON 

Refikjs  the  bed,  on  which  unlov'djbc  fox, 
And  for  the  lojs  of  bridal  rapture  figbs  :  ' 
Hope  fans  this  fire :  for  her  the  torch  may  fiare^ 
And  nuptial  fillets  bind  her  hoary  hair  $    . 
Since,  when  thro*  fitted  years  her  vows  an 

paid, 
Vefia  riejeSs  the  antiquated  maid: 
While  fit  for  nuptial  joys,  no  nuptial  kifs  . 
Enrich*  d  her  hofom  with  a  mother's  btifs ; 
A  veteran  Vefial,  now  her  priefthood  ends, 
She  quits  the  altar,  on  which  youth  attends, 
To  Hymen* s  rites  a  wrinkled  bride]  Jhes 

led, 
And  learns  to  wanton  in  an  icy  bed  *. 

Though 

*  Qu<e  nunc  *v  eft  alls  fit  *virginitatis  hontftas. 
Di/cutiam9  qua  lege  regat  decus  omne  pudoris. 
Ac  frimum  par*va?  teneris  capiuntur  in  annis, 
Ante  'voluntatis  propria  quam  libera  fe£a, 
Laude  pudiciti*  fervens  et  amove  deorum, 
Jufta  maritandi  condemnet  ntinculafexus. 
C  apt  in/us  pudor  ingratis  addicitur  art's  ; 
Nee  contempt  a  per  it  mi/erispfed  adempta  <uoJ*ptas 
Corporis  inta8i\  non  nuns  intaQa  tcnttmr. 

'  Nee  requies  datur  ulla  torts,  quibus  innuba  c*cwm 

Vwbm, 
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Though  the  pi&ure,  which  this  pious 
poet  has  given  us,  may  be  confidered  as  a 
piece  of  coarfe  painting,  it  was  undoubtedly 
drawn  from  the  life.  In  one  point  I  fear 
he  judged  but  too  well ;  I  mean,  in  the  ge- 
neral unhappinefs  which  he  attributes  to 
the  younger  Veftals.  From  the  time  and 
mode  of  th$ir  introduction  into  this  religious 
fervitude,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  they  felt 
themfelves  very  eafy  under  it,  when  they 
grew  old  enough  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of' 
focial  life,  and  to  experience  the  full  fore* 

Fulnusy  et  amiffas  fuffirat  famina  tiedas. 
Turn  quia  non  tot  urn  fpes  falnja  interficit  ignem  : 
Sam  refides  quan  do  que  faces  adolere  licebit, 
Feftaiqut  decrcfit'n  ob tender e fiamme a  cams, 
Tempore  prafcripto  membra  intemerata  requ'irensi 

'Tandem  <virgineam  faftidit  VeftafentQam. 
J) urn  tbalamis  babilis  tumuit  vigor,  irrita  nulltu 
Facundavit  amor  materno  <uifce?a  partu. 
Nubit  arms  veterana,  facro  perfunQa  labor e, 
Defertifqut  focis ,  quibus  eft  famulata  ju<ventusy 

•  Transfer  t  emeritas  ad  fulcra  jugalia  rugas, 
fir/at  et  ingelido  nova  nupta  teptfeere  leSio. 

Prudentius  in  Symmachum,.ver.  583. 

H  4  of 
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of  all  the  natural  paflions.  The  Romans 
feem  to  have  been  fenfible  of  the  many 
mortifications,  which  muft  have  attended 
the  life  of  thefe  lovely  captives :  and  they 
endeavoured  to  compenfate  the-evils  of  their 
condition,  by  frequently  increafing  the  va- 
rious honoui-s  that  were  paid  to  every  indi- 
vidual of  this  holy  order.  Even  the  cold- 
blooded Auguftus  beftowed  upon  them 
fome  marks  of  his  favour ;  and,  as  the  his- 
torian Dion  Caflius  afferts,  admitted  thefe 
fequeftered  virgins  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
thofe  civic  rights,  which  the  policy  of  Rome 
had  confined  to  mothers.  Among  the  many 
privileges  that  belonged  to  the  Vcftal,  there 
was  one  that  muft  have  been  peculiarly  de- 
lightful to  a  feeling  heart  \  I  mean  the  pri- 
vilege of  faving  the  condemned.  The  Ro- 
mans attached  fuch  an  idea  of  fan&ity  to  the 
pcrfon  of  a  Veflal,  that  if  a  criminal,  in  his 
way  to  execution,  was  fortunate  enough  to 
meet  one  of  thefe  virgins,  the  bare  fight  of 
fo  pure  a  pcrfonage  was  fufficicnt  to  expiate 
his  offences,  and  the  happy  incident  imme- 
diately 
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diatcly  rcftorcd  him  to  life  and  liberty.  On 
thefe  occafions,  however,  it  was  neceflary 
for  the  pricftefs  to  affirm,  that  fuch  meeting 
was  the  mere  eflfeft  of  chance.  Yet  in  die 
mod  turbulent  and  fanguinary  days  of  the 
republic,  the  lives  of  fome  political  delin- 
quents have  been  faved  by  the  fupplication 
of  the  Veftals.  The  vindictive  Sylla  him- 
felf  is  faid  to  have  granted  the  life  of  Csfar 
to  the  interceflion  of  thefe  companionate 
yirgins,  highly  provoked  as  he  was  by  the 
refiflance  of  that  fpirited  and  ambitious 
youth.  Perhaps  the  extreme  eagernefs, 
which  Caefar  afterwards  {hewed  to  obtain 
the  office  of  fupreme  pontiff  was  partly 
owing  to  his  generous  defire  of  difplaying 
his  gratitude  to  thefe  holy  virgins,  to  whofe 
tendernefs  he  was  indebted  for  his  life :  for 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  fupreme  pontiff  to 
fuperintend  this  female  fociety*  to  retire 
into  a  place  of  privacy  with  every  young 
Veftalj  who  had  committed  any  trivial  of- 
fence, and,  having  ftripped  the  fair  delin- 
quent, to  fcourge  her  in  proportion  to  her 

demerit. 
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demerit.  It  was  perhaps  in  this  high  office 
that  the  celebrated  humanity  of  this  merci- 
ful tyrant  was  moft  uniformly  exerted  $  and, 
however  the  Roman  empire  might  jufUy 
murmur  at  his  ufurped  authority,  when  we 
confider  the  chara&eriftics  of  this  great  man, 
-we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  no  tender 
Veftal  ever  thought  herielf  much  aggrieved 
by  falling  under  the  rod  of  Csefar.  It  had 
indeed  been  happy  for  this  tender  fifter- 
hood,  if  the  fucceeding  emperors  had  fu- 
perintended  them  with  that  gentle  fpirit, 
which  on  fuch  occafions  difplayed  itfelf  in 
this  the  moft  liberal  and  moft  accomplilhed 
of  tyrants.  But  among  the  many  monfters, 
Who  fucceeded  this  extraordinary  ufurper 
in  the  government  of  the  Roman  world, 
there  were  fome,  who  appear  to  have  de- 
lighted in  the  horrible  enormity  of  burying 
even  an  innocent  Veftal  alive.  The  younger 
Pliny  has  related  a  tranfadtion  of  this  kind, 
in  which  the  fpirit  of  the  lovely  viftim  ap- 
pears in  fo  interefting  a  light,  that  I  Ihall 
infert  the  ftory  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Mel- 
moth* 

12 
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moth,  that  amiable  tranflator,  whofe  deli- 
cacy of  fentiment,  ^nd  elegance  of  language, 
have  placed  him  on  a  level  with  his  engag- 
ing original. 

<c  Domitian's  vengeance  generally  raged 
cc  with  the  greateft  fury,  where  his  evidence 
<c  failed  him  mod.  That  emperor  had  de- 
"  termined,  that  Cornelia  Maximilla,  one 
€C  of  the  Veftal  virgins,  fhould  be  buried 
"  alive,  from  an  extravagant  notion,  that 
€€  thofe  kind  of  exemplary  feveriues  did 
cc  honour  to  his  reign.  Accordingly,  in 
cc  the  chara&er  of  high-prieft,  or  rather  in- 
€€  deed  in  that  of  a  lawlefs  and  cruel  tyrant, 
*€  he  convened  the  facred  college,  not  in  the 
<c  pontifical  court  where  they  ufually  af- 
<r  femble,  but  at  his  villa  near  Alba ;  and 
€€  there  (by  a  fentence  no  lefs  wicked,  as  it 
€€  was  paffed  when  Jfhe  was  not  prefent  to  de- 
u  fend  herfelf,  than  as  it  was  the  effeft  of 
cc  paffion  and  revenge)  he  condemned  her  of 

r 

€C  having  violated  her  Veftal  vow.  Yet  he 
cc  himfelf  had  been  guilty,  not  only  of  de- 
**  bauching  his  brother's  daughter,  but  was 

«  alfo 
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Cf  alio  acceffary  to  her  death :  for  that  lady 
<(  being  a  widow,  in  order  to  conceal  her 
"  fhame,  endeavoured  to  procure  an  abor- 
Cf  tion,  and  by  that  means  loft  her  life. 
a  However,  the  priefts  were  dire&cd  to  fee 
M  the  fenteace  immediately  performed  upon 
u  Cornelia*  As  they  were  leading  her  to 
"  the  place  of  execution,  (he  called  upon 
€c  Vefta,  and  the  reft  of  the  Gods,  to  atteft 
*  her  virtue ;  and,  amongft  other  exclama- 
**  tions,  frequently  cried  out,  Is  it  foffible 
€€  that  C<efar  can  think  me  polluted,  under  the 
u  influence  of  wbofe  /acred  functions  be  has 
u  conquered  and  triumphed  ?  Whether  fhe 
u  faid  this  in  flattery  or  dcrifion  ;  whether 
u  it  proceeded  from  a  confeioufnefs  of  her 
<c  innocence,  or  contempt  of  the  emperor, 
€<  is  not  certain*;  but  fhc  continued  ex- 
claiming in  this  manner,  till  fhe  came  to 
the  place  of  execution ;  to  which  fhe 
u  was  led  at  leaft  like  a  criminal,  though 
<c  perhaps  not  really  one.     As  fhe  was  go- 

*  It  was  ufual  with  Domithn  to  triumph,  not  only 
without  a  vidory,  but  evea  aftct  a  defeat. 


€€ 
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"  ing  down  into  the  fubterraneous  cavern, 
€€  her  gown  hung  upon  fomcthing  in  the 
"  w*y,  upon  which,  turning  back  to  difen* 
€€  gage  lt>  t^ie  executioner  offered  her  his 
"  hand,  which  (he  refilled  with  fome  horror, 
<(  as  if  fhe  could  not  touch  it  without  im~ 
"  purity.  Thus  fhe  preserved  the  appear- 
"  anceofaconfumnutechaftitytothecon* 
4(  eluding  fcene  of  her  life ; 

"  And  her  lafi  care  was  decently  to  fait*." 

u  Celer,  likewifc,  a  Roman  knight,  who 
«  was  accufed  of  being  her  gallant,  during 
"  the  whole  time  his  fentence  was  executing 
"  upon  him,  in  the  fquare  near  the  fenate- 
<c  houfe,  perfifted  in  faying,  What  crime 
«  have  I  been  guilty  of?  1  have  been  guilty  of 
"  mne\r 

If  die  perfonal  Jccurity  of  thefe  unhappy 
virgins  was  thus  wantonly  invaded  by  the 

*  Euripides,  in  his  Tragedy  of  Hecuba, 
t  Melmoth's  Pliny :  the  eleventh  Letter  of  the 
fourth  Book. 

barbarity 
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barbarity  of  the  Pagan  emperors,  the  chafte 
reputation  of  the  fifteriiood  has  been  treated 
With  equal  cruelty  and  injuftice  by  the  out- 
rageous zeal  of  fome  ChrifHan  authors. 
We  have  already  feen  with  what  indelicate 
contempt  the  pious  poet  Prudentras  has 
fpoken  of  Veftal  purity.    Saint  Ambrole, 
in  his  Treatife  on  Virgins,  proceeds '  JHll 
farther  againft  k.  Maying  aflerted  that  vir- 
ginity was  only  affe&ed  among  the  Gcn- 
tiles,  the  good  faint  exclaims,  "  Who  will 
f c  urge  againft  me,  the  virgins  of  Vefta,  or 
cc  the  priefteffes  of  Pallas  ?  What  kind  x>f 
"  purity  is  that,  which  depends  not  upon 
cc  morals,  but  upon  age  ?  which,  inftead  of 
cc  being  perpetual,  has  a  ftated  period  pre- 
cc  fcribed  ? — There  is  greater  wantonnefs  in 
cc  that  virtue,  whofe  fall  is  afligned  to  the 
cc  latter  feafon  of  life :  they  who  allow  a 
<c  final  period  to  virginity,  teach  their  own 
<c  virgins  that  they  are  releafed  from  the 
c<  duty,  and  deftitute  of  the  power,  of  pcr- 
c<  feverance.     But  what  kind  of  a  religion 
cc  is  that,  in  which   young  maidens  ait 

"  commanded    ■  •■ 
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» 

€€  commanded  to  be  chaffce,  and  old  women 
€C  wanton*?" 

My  concern  for  the  credit  of  many  an 
honeft,  though  unknown  Veftal  Old  Maidr 
obliges  me  to  obierve,  that  the  holy  Am>» 
brofe  has  given  a  very  unfair  and  a  very 
ungenerous  reprefentation  of  this  chafte 
community;  but,  ievere  as  he  is  towards 
them,  his  fcverity  may  be  confidered 
as  moderation,  when  compared  with  the 
mercilefs  treatment  they  have  received 
from  his  brother  faint,  the  vehement  faint 
Jerome :  that  eloquent  and  impetuous  fa- 
ther of  the  Catholic  church  ieems  to  lay  his 
daring  axe  ta  the  very  roots,  not  only  of 

•  Quia  mihi  prxtcndit  Veil*  rirgincs  et  Palladis- 
facerdoccs  ?  Qualis  ifta  eft  non  morum  padicitia,  fed 
annpnun,  quae  non  perpetnitate  fed  aetate  pratfcri- 
bitur  ?  Petulantior  eft  talis  integritas,  cujos  corrup- 
tela  (eniori  fervatur  aetati.  Ipfi  docent,  virgines  fuas 
non  debere  perfeverare,  nee  pofle,  qui  virginitati  fi- 
nem  dedentnt.  Qualis  autem  eft  ilia  religio,  obi  pu- 
dtca?  adolciccntcs  jubentnr  effe,  impadicae  anas.    - 

Divi  Ambrofii  de  Virpnibw,  lib.  i. 

v>  Pagan, 


Lame  add, ho««r,» 

endour  in  this  zealous  fa:. 

he  appears  fo  bitter  an  « 
.hodox  virgins,  m  the  F 
from  his  letter  to  Euftoch 
Kr  of  his  friend  Paula,  o. 
of  virginity-y«,  in  ha 
Jovinian,«hohadqueft.1 
dinary  merit  of  the  moft) 

hunches  forth  into  a  I 
on  the  virgins  of  the  hea 
ing  that  title  not  only  to 

Caffandra  herfelf,  thoug 
T,eroine  had  been  very  g> 

.  OKramrirgim'.iH" 
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by  a  Divinity  and  a  mortal,  being  deluded 
by  Apollo,  and  ravifhed  by  Ajax, 

I  fliall  not  flop  to  comment  on  this  in- 
confiftency  in.  the  rapid  and  energetic  St. 
Jcrom,  as  I  intend,  in  the  fubfcquent  part 
of  my  work,  to  {peak  more  at  large,  riot 
only  of  this  celebrated  advocate  for  a  fingle 
life,  but  of  many  other  faints,  whofe  pious 
labours  have  been  particularly  dire&ed  to 
that  mod  attra&ive  fubjeft,  virginity. 

It  is  not  furprifing,  that  fome  of  thefe 
holy  writers  fhould,  in  the  heat  of  their 
zeal,  make  very  free  with  the  reputation 
both  of  the  young  and  old  maids  among 
the  Pagans.    We  may  forgive  the  excefles 
of  miftaken  piety ;  but  when  a  critic  of  mo- 
dern times — when  an  author,  writing  in  a 
country  that  piques  itfelf  on  delicacy  and 
politenefs—  when  a  Frenchman,  in  the  cour- 
teous age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  rafhly 
.  attempts  to  dilhonour  all  the  virgins  of  the 
heathen  world,  I  efteem  it  myduty,  as  the 
voluntary  champion  of  the  irifulted  filter- 
hood,  to  expofe  and  chaftife  this  very  arro- 
^Vol.  II.  I  S^JfcjC*1 


»  - .      ^     *v  .  - 
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gant  and  licentious  delinquent.  The  per- 
fon  who  has  been  guilty  of  this  high  mif- 
demeanor,  is  Monfieur  Morin ;  who,  in  the 
year  17 13,  produced,  in  the  French  Aca- 
demy of  Belles  Lettres,  a  compofnion  in- 
titled  "  A  critical  Hiftory  of  Celibacy."  in 
the  clofe  of  it,  this  prefumptuous  author  not 
only  traduces  the  poor  mortal  virgins  of 
antiquity,  but  attempts  to  difhonour  even 
the  virgin  Goddcfles  themfelves. 

That  the  fifterhood- may  bejudgesof  his  . 
offence  againft  them,  I  ihall  tranflate  fome 
palfages  of  the  treatife,  in  which  their  pu- 
rity is  fo  grievoufly  infulted.  I  (hall  be- 
gin with  the  inftances  he  produces,  of  that 
high  efteem  for  chaftity,  which  the  heathens 
profefled. 

"  Virginity  pafled  amongft  them  fcr 
**  fomething  divine  and  facred.  The 
"  Greeks  called  thofe  who  profefled  it 
"  HiOfour,  Demigods,  or  equal  to  Gods ;  and 
"  the  Latin  etymologilts  derive  the  word 
"  ccsleh  from  calum — ccelebs  quafi  ccelcf- 
n  tis— implying,  that  thofe  who  live  i&ttv 
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4 

*  libacy  are  celeftial  beings..  They  re- 
«*  garded  this  virtue  as  a  fupernatural 
«  grace, 

€€  Et  plujquam  famind  virgo  ! 
cc  Virgin!  a  title  higher  far  than  wifit 

cc  They  believed,  that  the  Gods  granted  it 
cc  only*  as  a  fpecial  favour.  How  can  we 
"  otherwife  explain  the  fervent  fupplication 
"  of  Daphne,  when  flie  faw  herfelf  on  the 
€€  point  of  lofing  her  virginity  ? 

*  Da  mibi  perpetua,  Genitor  charijftme,  dixit > 
<c-  Virginitatefrui!  dedit  hoc  pater  aute  Dion** 

**  Grant  me>  dear  Sirey  a  virgin  to  remain  /— 
This  Dian  ajk'd  of  Jove,  nor  afid  in  vain. 


€£ 


"  What  are  we  to  underftand  by  the  me* 
cc  tamorphofis  of  this  maiden  into  a  laurel* 
<*  if  not  this,  that  chaftity  was  confidered 
cc  by  the  heathens  as  a  fure  paflj^ort  to  im- 
€€  mortality,  of  which  the  laurel  was  the 
€i  fymbol  ?  This  is  the  opinion  of  our 
u  mythologifts.     If  it  happened,  that  this 

I  2  <c  treafure 
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**  treafure  was  at  any  time  loft  by  ftirprife 
"  or  violence,  what  trouble!  what  confu- 
*  fion!  what  defpair! — (  My  dear  virgi- 
"  nity!'  faid  the  famous  female  of  Greece, 
"  '  my  dear  virginity  I  what  is  become  of 
"  thee  ?' — The  Roman  ladies  did  not  efteem 
"  it  Ids.  Can  there  be  any  thing  more 
"  touching  than  the  remorfe  of  Europa,  in 
"  Horace,  after  her  adventure  with  Jupiter  ? 


-Pater,  O  reliSum 


"  Filiammenl~ 

'  '  My  dear  father,  what  wilt  thou  fay? 
'  what  wilt  thou  think  of  me,  when  thou 
c  art  "informed,  that  I  have  had  the  weak- 
'  nefs  to  abandon  the  honour  of  a  maiden  ? 
'  when  thou  art  informed  that  thofe  noble 
'■  principles  of  religion  and  piety,  which 
'  thou  haft  taken  fuch  pains  to  infpire 
;  me  with,  have  all  yielded  to  a  frantic 
:  paflion  ?' 

«  i—  -i  ■  n  petafyue,  dixit, 

"  ViBa  furore. 

«  'What 
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**  c  What  a  difference,  great  Gods !  between 
€€  the  condition  in  which  I  was,  and  that  to 
"  which  I  fee  myfelf  reduced  IV. 


€C 


Unde,  quo  veni! 


€€ 


€  No/  adds  fhe, c  a  fingle  death  is  not  fuffi- 
cc  cient;  it  requires  more;  it  requires  an 
"  eternal  perdition  to  expiate  the  offence 
t€  of  a  maiden,  who  fuffers  herfelf  to  be 
»  feduced/ 

«  4evis  una  mors  eft 

"  Virginum  culpa. 


€C 
€€ 
€€ 


Can  any  thing  be  faid,  can  any  thing 
be  conceived,  more  forcible,  in  the  pre- 
fent  times  ? — They  fwore  by  their  virgi- 
nity, as  by  fomething  particularly  facred : 


€C  Vera'  cano,Jic  ujquejacras  innoxia  lauros 
"  Vejcar,  et  <eternumjit  mihi  virgin! las  ! 

u  Truths  I  announce,  Jo  be  my  laurels  pure! 
tc  So,  without  end,  my  virgin  wealth  endure! 

u  Such  is  the  adjuration  of  a  Sibyl,  in  Ti- 
€€  bullus.— It  was  a  univerfal  principle  of 

I  3  "  PagatY\fa\j 
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"  Paganifm,  that  the  Gods  were  pleafed 

"  with  chaftity : 

"  Cajia  flacent  Superts. 

*  Their  facrifices  were  not  thought  com- 
^c  plete,  without  the  afliftance  of  a  virgin. 
"  They  might,  indeed,  begin  them  with- 
"  out  this  neceflary  minifter,  or  make  the 
V  libation  (libare);  but  they  could  not 
*'  complete  the  ceremony,  which  was  ex- 
"  prefled  by  the  Latin  word  litare.  They 
"  were  perfuaded,  that  this  virtue  is  what 
"  advances  us  neareft  to  Divinity. 

"  They  faid,  that  as  God  is  alone  fuffi- 
*'  cient  to  himfelf,  and  finds  in  his  own 
*'  effence  all  that  is  neceflary  to  him  for 
**  fovereign  beatitude,  fo  alfo  virgins,  in- 
"  ftead  of  foolifhly  fceking  their  happinefs 
**  in  the  pofleflion  of  other  creatures,  find 
"  it,  without  wandering  from  themfelves,  in 
w  their  purity,  in  their  innocence,  in  their 
rt  integrity*. 

K  They  all  maintained,  that,  if  the  Divi* 
•  Ploiinua,  lib.  v.  cap.  i. 
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*  nity  was  at  any  time  pleafed  to  communis 
cc  cace  itfelf  to  human  nature,  this  neither 
could,  nor  ought  to  be,  with  any  other 
than  a  virgin :  Decet  enim  ndtvrt-am  in- 
cc  tattam,  impollutam,  puram,  et  vere  vir- 
ginem,  cum  Deo  converfari  ••  It  is  true, 
thefe  are  not  the  expreffions  of  a  Pagan, 
but  of  Philo  die  Jew,  which  is  not  lefs 
worthy  of  obfervation. — Mafcrobius  fays 
almoft  die  fame  thing,  in  terms  very  fi- 
milar :  Nulli  aptius  jungitur  f*op«c  in- 
corrupta  quam  virgini  f .  The  incor- 
ruptible unity  of  God  cannot  unite  With 
any  creature  more  fuited  to  itfelf  than 
a  virgin.— Let  us  hear  a  Platonician  % 

"  unfold 

ft 

*  Philo.         f  Macrobias  in  Somnio  Scipionis. 

X  Naumachius. — The  French  authors  are  very  apt 
to  quote  the  ancients  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  perplex, 
inftead  of  informing,  their  readers.  Mr.  Morin  had 
only  annexed  the  name  Naumachius  to  this  lingular 
tranflation  from  a  Greek  author,  whom  he  calls  a 
Platonician.  I  was  for  fome  time  unable  to  difcover 
tfiis  obfeure  advocate  of  virginity  ;but  at  length  have 
fimnd,  that  he  is,  one  of  the  many  poets  but  little 
»  I  4  known. 
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the  pafiage  in  qucition  ;  wmcn  i  in; 
with  a  poeiieal  vcrfioti  of  it,  to  do  all 
my  power  to  this  negleQed  enoomiaft  c 

KoAsi  fin  h/iat  aycit  «X'"»  ttfyvr* 
nafBinxnt  naix^ouri  T*  tun  fitAi&jfi*, 

Mijti  wsiof  Tf3fj.iH3«>  ayainuoi  iiAit' 
AM*  w6ai  |Saoi?.iia<  afatfi-i  BqAun 
Vvxk  »j*f*«  f  aitHi  f*IJ  £.oto.o  x""1 
Etfla  yatui  milir  iaj  aAiifliif  i'Oa  f»i> 
&lt7riiriQif  iitiuat  ronpxra  f Bin  tiki 

Stobasns,  p.  42( 

'7m  lovily,  as  a  ffetlefi  maid  ta  Irv, 
BUft  in  tbatjaj  mibich  purt  ideas  gi 
Frttfrtm  thai  had  the  f  regnant  fir 
Ner  trtmhling  at  Luciaa'j  ftarful  f, 
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purity  of  her  body  and  of  her  foul* 
This  condition  gives  her  a  epeat  fope- 
riority  over  all  perf6ns  of  her  own  fex. 
Difengaged  from  the  cares  of  the  world, 
"  (he  has  the  eyes  of  her  mind  continually 
"  fixed  upon  a  ipiritual  life,  from  whence 
€€  fhe  derives  all  the  delights  of  true 
"  wedlock,  in  filling  her  heart  with  fuch 
€€  divine  words,  as  enable  her  to  conceive 
€€  and  to  produce  the  moft  luminous  me- 
"  ditations/ 

cc  Here,  indeed,  we  have  magnificent 
language,  fublime  ideas,  and  fpecula- 
tions  of  Angular  beauty ;  but  unluckily, 
'*  when  compared  with  praftice  and  reality, 
We  fhall  find  them  empty  words,  and  no- 
thing more.  Thefe  fine  declaimers  were 
not  deftitute  of  light ;  but,  as  they  knew 
"  God,  and  did  not  honour  him  as  God,  we 
€€  may  alio  fay,  that  if  they  perceived  the 
u  excellence  of  virgin  purity,  they  fuc- 
t€  ceeded  no  better  in  the  obfervation  of 
#*  its  laws.  Whoever  is  dipofed  to  fearch 
.  "  into 
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Such  are  the   unwarrantable  liberties1 

i 

which  Monfieur  Morin  has  taken  with  Pa- 
gan virginity.— -In  anfwcr  to  the  attack; 
which  this  petulant  Frenchman  has  made  on 
all  the  Old  Muds  of  antiquity,  both  mortal 
and  divine,  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  the 
inference  he  draws  from  the  Pagan  fenti- 
ments  he  produces,  is  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  what  it  ought  to  be,  not  only  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  delicacy  and  can- 
dour, but  according  to  the  laws  of  found 
reafoning.     Having  Ihewn  us  very  copi- 
oufly,  and  very  fairly,  that  the  heathen  la-, 
dies  fet  the  higheft  value  on  virginity,  he 
ought  undoubtedly  to  have  faid,  that  al- 
though the  perfonal  hiftory  of  fome  ancient 
nymphs  and  goddefles  might  induce  us  to 
believe  that  incontinence  was  prevalent  in 
the  days  of  Heathenifm,  yet,  when  we  con- 
fider  the-  forcible  and  graceful  terms  in 
which  fome  of  thefe  frail  nymphs  lament 
their  own  weaknefs,  we  ought  certainly  to 
conclude,  that  many  honeft  virgins,  though 
their  names  have  not  reached  us,  exifted  in 

the 
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the  Pagan  world,  and  maintained,  in  the 
midft  of  its  tempting  licentioufnefs,  a  very 
happy  and  honourable  agreement  between 
their  principles  and  their  practice. 

Some  of  the  Pagan  Goddefles  fhould  un- 
doubtedly have  been  excepted  from  this  ge- 
neral cenfure;  three  in  particular,  whofe 
virginity  (though  it  will  not,  I  fear,  refledb 
much  honour  on  the  fifterhood)  was  fo  un- 
queftionable,  as  to  become  a  kind  of  pro- 
verb ;  I  mean  the  Furies,  whofe  maiden  pu- 
rity is  aflerted  in  a  ftriking  fragment  of  So- 
phocles *• 

It  may  perhaps  extenuate  the  offence  of 
Monfieur  Morin  againft  the  fifterhood,  to 
remark,  that  he  was  led  into  this  wanton 
cruelty  towards  the  virgins  of  Paganifm,  by 
his  defire  of  paying  an  oblique  fcompliment 
to  thofe  more  numerous  Old  Maids,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Nuns ;  of  whom  I  fhall 
fpeak  at  large  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  this 

#  Aci  ragGfyoi  Egtiwif* 

i 

Sophocles  apud  Soidam. 

work. 


which  particularly  dilcovc 

female  manners:  the  fiift 

c»rded  by  Livy,  in  a  few  w 

Jofc,  I  fear,  a  great  part 

energy  by  the  following  t 

«  The  Patrician  man 

«'  from  their  religious  a 

'«  the  daughter  of  Aulu! 

«  dignity  of  their  order 

«*  with  Volumnius,  the  P 

•*  ftiort   altercation,  ari 

«  refentment>  blazed  f 

«  raj  conteft  of  indigo 

«  Virginia  juftly  boaftei 

«    J  .4- f-mr^nfPE 
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*'  neither   repent  of   that:  huibapd,   &or 
cc  ef  his.  honours  and  exploits    She  en- 
c*  haneed,  by  a  viryaoble  deed,  the  magna- 
nimity of  her  fpeech  ;— ihc  fet  apart  a 
Sufficient  fpace  in  the  houfe  where  ike, 
€C  refund  for  a  moderate  tanftuary*  (he, 
placed  in  it  an  altar  j  and,  having  affim% 
cc  bled  the  Plebeian  matrons,  and  lamented, 
to  them  the  injuftice  of  the  Patricians  ; 
c  This  altar/  fhe  fa*d>  €  I  dedicate  to  Ple-j 
beian  Modefty ;  and  I  exhort  you,  that,  a& 
c<  there  exifts  among  the  men  of  this  city 
"  a  rivalfliip  ia  valour,  there  may  be  fudt 
«  alfo  in  mpdefty  among  its  matrons.     Let 
it  be  your  endeavour,  that  this  altar  may 
be,  if  poflible,  more  fanftificd  than  their* 
«  and  acquire  the  reputation  of  being  ats 
*  tended  by  chatter  votaries !' " 

To  this  pleafing  pi&ure  of  fpirited  mo- 
defty,  we  find  a  (hiking  and  melancholy 
contrail  in  the  conduft  of  thofe  Roman  la- 
dies, who,  in  the  confuHhip  of  Acilius  Bal- 
bus  and  Porcips  Cato,  were  fo  extrava- 
gancy licentious,  that  die  fenate  thought 
■'  .  proper 
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proper  to  confult  the  Sibylline  oracle  for 
fome  method  of  averting  the  public  evils 
arifing  from  female  depravity:  they  were 
directed  to  fupplicate  the  Divinity  who  pre- 
sided over  the  tender  affections ;  and  ac- 
cordingly built  a  new  temple  to  Venus,  un- 
der the  title  of  Verticordia — The  Corrector 
of  the  Heart. 

This  extraordinary  fact  is  related  by  Va- 
lerius Maximus,  and  clearly  alluded  to  in 
the  following  verfes  of  Ovid. 

*  Propitiate  Venus  ! —  on  that  heavenly  friend 
Tour  charms,  your  manners,  and  your  fame 

depend : 
In  Romttf  old  weak  Cbaft'tty  decay'd: 
Our  fires  confulttd  the  Cumaan  Maid: 

■*  SuppJidbm  vtrhit  Mam  placet* :  fub  Ilia 

£1  forma  a  mtrti  tt  btnafama  m/ineni. 
,Jiema  fudicitia proaiiorum  timpme  lap/a  cji  ;        > 

Templa  jubtt  Vintri  fieri :   guihus  ordiiufaBit, 
Inde  Ftnus  vnfa  nemina  eerde  tout. 

Ovid.  Fait.  Lib.  iv.  v.  1 54. 

*  j 
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She  cried— To  Venus  a  new  temple  frame  J 

Hence  the  kind  Goddefs  holds  her  moral  name. 

»   •  • 

Ovid  fecms  to  have  been  as  partial  to  the 
fair  fex  as  any  individual  of  the  poetical 
choir;  yet  we  cannot  fay  that  his  poetry, 
taken  altogether,  leads  us  to  think  very 
highly  of  Roman  chaftity>  in  the  celebrated 
age  of  Auguftus.  If  the  ftate  of  manners 
could  be  fairly  eftimated  from  the  fufpicious 
teftimony  of  a  fatirical  poet,  we  might  fup- 
pofe  the  condition  of  this  tender  virtue  ftill 
more  deplorable  in  the  fucceeding  reigns  * 
and  we  might  abfolutely  defpair  of  finding 
a  fingle  Roman  Old  Maid  after  the  days  of 
Juvenal.  This  outrageous  declaitner,  in 
that  molt  grofs  and  virulent  libel  againft 
the  fair  fex,  his  fixth  Satire,  confiders  the 
man  as  perfeftly  infane,  who  expe&s  to 
meet  with  a  chafte  woman-  in  Rome.  But 
fuch  indelicate  farcafms  are  difgraceful  only 
to  their  author *  and  I  doubt  not  but  many 
good  wives  and  virgins  (for  fuch  furely  ex- 
jfted>  even  in  the  days  of  Juvenal)  defpifed 
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the  grofs  inveftive  of  this  frantic  moralift, 
as  much  as  thofe  of  modern  times  have  de- 
fpifed  the  lefs  indecent  farcafrn  of  Pope, 
that 

"  Every  woman  is  at  heart  a  rake." 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  three  fe- 
arifts,  who  have  written  againft  the  lovely 
part  of  the  creation  with  the  raoft  acrimo- 
nious hoftility,  were  three  old  bachelors) 
At  leaft  we  have  never  heard  that  Juvenal 
had  a  wife ;  and  of  Boileau  and  Pope  we 
know,  not  only  that  they  were  never  mar- 
ried, but  in  all  probability  never  flattered 
by  the  endearments  of  any  amiable  woman. 
I  have  made  this  remark,  becaufe  it  will  na- 
turally lead  me  to  what  reflects  the  higheft 
honour  on  the  fifterhood — a  comparifon  be- 
tween old  bachelors  and  Old  Maids  in  an 
important  point,  which  very  forcibly  ex- 
preflfes  the  different  characters  of  each  com- 
munity. 

We  find  that  thefe  three  poetical  and 

moral  old  bachelors,  in  thofe  raging  fits 
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of  four  fpleen,  which  they  falfely  fuppqfed 
the  enthufiafm  of  genuine  virtue,  calumni- 
ated  woman*  though  a  gentle  being,  from 
'whom  they  had  received  no  injury,  and 
with  whom  they  could  never  form  a  perfeft 
acquaintance.     Now  obfervc  the  contraft ; 
among  all  the  Old  Maids  who  have  written 
cither  verfe  or  profe — and  their  number 
is    infinite— I    never   heard  of  one,  who 
had  vented  her  ill-humour  in  fuch  bitter 
and  contemptuous  inve&ives  againft  the 
ftronger  and  more  injurious  fex.     No  $  the 
ancient  virgin  has  that  natural  tendernefs 
and  generofity  of  heart,  that,  whatever  her 
ignorance  of  man  may  be,  whatever  ground 
(he  may  have  to  complain  of  his  negleft,  fhe 
ftill  confiders  him,   to  ufe  the  words  of 
Shakdpeare,  as  the  paragon  of  animals. 
The  excefs  of  virtue  has  been  known,  in 
many  male  moralifts,  to  degenerate  into  a 
Allien  and  prepofterous  contempt  and  ha- 
tred towards  the  whole  human  race  5  but,  for 
the  honour  of  the  fair  fex  in  general,  and, 
of  my  candid  friends  the  Old  Maids  in 
particular,  I  beg  it  may  be  for  ever  remem- 
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bcred,  th^t  they  are  perfectly  free  from  that 
fnoft  difgufting  and  moft  wretched  of  all 
mental  infirmities,  mifanthropy. 

But  to  return  to  the  main  fubjeft  of  my 
prefent  chapter,  the  Old  Maids  of  ancient 
Rome*— I  cannot  indeed  exhibit  fuch  a 
lift  of  thefe  ladies  as  I  could  wi(h ;  but  the 
deficiency,  without  doubt,  arifes  *pot  from 
the  rarity  of  the  character,  but  from  the  in- 
excufable  inaccuracy,  which  I  have  before 
lamented,  in  the  ancient  hiftorians  and  bio- 
graphers, who  have  failed  to  commemorate 
the  merits  of  the  fifterhood.  I  am  happy, 
however,  in  being  able  to  conclude  and  to 
embellifh  this  chapter  with  the  name  of  one 
illuftrious  Old  Maid,  who  may  be  regarded 
as  a  peculiar  favourite  of  Minerva,  fince 
lhe  was  not  only  eminent  for  her  chaftity, 
but  excelled  in  one  of  the  moft  elegant 
among  the  arts.  I  mean  the  celebrated 
Lala,  who,  though  not  a  native  of  Rome, 
exercifed  the  profeffion  of  painting  in  that 
city,  during  the  youth  of  Marcus  Vano. 
He  probably  gave  a  full  defcription  of  this 
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amiable  perlbn,  in  one  of  thole  490  vo- 
lumes, which  he  is  laid  to  have  written. 
Though  the  works  of  this  moft  learned  Ro- 
man have  unfortunately  perilhed,  the  name 
and  merits  of.  Lai  a  have  happily  furyived. 
We  are  told,  that  Ihe  painted  with  great  ra- 
pidity $  that  lhe  excelled  in  the  portraits  of 
women  5  and  that  her  pictures  bore  a  price 
fuperior  to  what  was  given  to  the  molt  Ikil- 
ful  painters  of  her  time.  Her  claim  to  ho- 
nourable diftin&ion,  m  this  volume,  is 
grounded  on  the  unqueftionable  evidence 
of  that  profound  naturalift,  antiquarian,  and 
connoifieur,  the  elder  Pliny  5  who  certainly 
could  not  be  deceived  in  fuch  a  point  of  na- 
tural hiftory ;  and  who  aflerts,  in  the  moft 
pofitive  language,  that  Lala  was  a  perpetual 
virgin. 

With  this  lady  I  mull  clofe  my  very  im- 
perfedt  account  of  the  Pagan  virgins  $  and, 
when  I  reflect  how  many  good  but  un- 
known Old  Maids  exifted  before  the  chafte 
Lala,  I.  cannot  help  breathing  a  figh  of  re- 
gret, fimilar  to  that  which  Horace  expreflei 

K  3  » 
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PART     IV. 

ix    old    maids,    after    the 

CHRISTIAN      iERA» 


CHAP.    I. 

On  the  infinite  Increqfe  of  Old  Maids  after 

the  Cbriftian  JEra. 

IAm  now  arrived  at  the  moft  hazardous 
part  of  this  important  Effay;  and  I 
feel  that  the  future  conduit  of  it  muft  b« 
attended  with  many  difficulties.  To  do 
full  juftice  to  my  Maiden  fubjeft,  I  hold  it 
necefiary  to  dwdl  on  feveral  of  thofe  ancient 
fathers  of  the  church,  who  confidered  vir- 
ginity as  the  darling  objeft  of  their  pious 
lucubrations :  but,  as  I  wifh  to  render  thefe 
volumes  attra&ive  to  every  clafs  of  readers, 
Jet  me  here  declare,  that  I  (hall  zealoufly 
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endeavour  to  fpeak  of  all  the  faints,  who 
have  touched  on  this  interefting  topic  be- 
fore me,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  may  hope 
not  to  tire  the  volatile,  or  offend  the  pious. 
By  the  pious,  I  mean  only  the  good  peo- 
ple pf  our  reformed  religion,  being  afeart 
that  I  muft  expeftlittle  or  no  mercy  from  a 
Catholic  reader  j  for  although  I  declare  my- 
felf  the  friend  and  champion  of  the  Koneft 
Proteftant  Old  Maid,  I  am  very  far  from 
being  an  advocate  for  monaftic  virginity. 
Indeed,  it  is  with  pity  and  indignation,  that 
I  confider  how  many  thoufand  of  the  moft 
lovely  females  have  been  immured,  to  lan- 
guifh  in  a  cloifter,  by  parental  tyranny ;  or 
have  been  led,  by  the  infinuating  arts  of  for 
perflation,  to  enter  on  a  voluntary  feclufion 
frQm  all  the  moil:  amiable  duties  and  de- 
lights  of  human  life.  Though  I  am  wil- 
ling to  believe,  that  fincere  purity  has  often 
refided  in  a  convent,  I  cannot  but  confider 
the  Proteftant  Old  Maid,  who  fupports  with 
chearful  content  a  virginity,  which  is  the 
confequence  rather  q{  accident  and  necef- 

fity, 


vno,  in  ner  zeai  ior  cnaiuty,  renounces 
ind  for  ever.  I  am  convinced,  that 
rmer  charafter,  neglected  and  depre- 
as  it  may  have  been,  is  more  truly 
nant  to  the  genuine  ipirit  of  Chriftia- 
hat  fimple  and  fublime  religion,  which 
iend  to  focial  happinefs,  and  an  enemy 
ay  felfifh  principle. 

ce  nature,  reafon,  and  faith  may  all 
e  us  to  co-operate  in  the  prefervation 
r  fpecies,  it  is  aftonifhiqg,  that  any 
*  could  be  found  fufficient  to  coun- 
their  united  influence,  and  tq  make 
nber  of  human  beings  perfift  in  re- 
aijg  the  moft  precious  privilege  of 
exiftence,  the  privilege  of  communi- 
\  their  own  enjoyments,  both  tranfient 
ternal,  to  new  beings,  more,  dear  to 
than  their  own  perfonal  advantage, 
fevere  pains  of  child-birth  are  graci- 
compenfated  by  fuch  a  profufion  of 
r  delight,  that  the  moft  felfifh  timidity 

could 
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could  not  decline  the  burthen,  after  think- 
ing" on  its  reward.  The  more  we  reflect  on 
the  generous  energy  *f  the  maternal  feel- 
ings, the  more  fhall  we  be  furprifed  at  the 
multitudes  of  women,  who,  in  the  firft  ages 
of  Chriilianity,  devoted  themfelves  to  a  finglc 
life.  The  whole  fex  appears  to  have  been 
inflamed  with  a  paffion  for  virginity ;  and  a 
refpectable  author,  who  has  lately  given  us  an 
amufing  hiflory  of  women,  informs  us,  that 
in  the  fourth  century,  a  fingle  city  contained 
no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  virgins,  who 
had  taken  a  vow  of  perpetual  chaftity  * 
Notwithftanding  the  extreme  humility 
which  they  profefied,  I  am  afraid  there  wai 
a  ftrong  mixture  of  fecret  pride  in  this 
unreafonable  conduct.  All  the  primitive 
Chriftian  maidens  ieem  to  have  coveted 
fiich  a  fepulchral  panegyric  as  the  following 
couplet  beftows  on  our  queen  Elizabeth; 

•  Alexander's  Hiflory  of  Women,  oft.  edit.  p.|l!' 
vol.  ii.  —  This  book  would  be  more  valuable,  if  tk 
ingenious  writer  bad  quoted  his  authorities. 
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She  was  and  is  (what  can  there  more  ke/aid?) 
On  earth  the  chief,  in  heaven    the  Jecond 


maid 


# 


Perhaps  the  nuns  of  the  ancient  church 
had  pretenfions  to  this  ideal  fan&ity  left 
equivocal  than  thofe  of  our  virgin  queen* 
However  this  may  be,  it  is  a  curious  and  in-* 
terefting  (peculation,  to  fearch  into  the  im- 
mediate caufes  of  fiich  wonderful  fadts ;  and 
to  examine  the  particular  fource  of  thofe 
ideas,  that  could  fo  forcibly  counteract  the 
tender  bias  of  nature  in  the  female  character 
of  thofe  times.  The  ardent  zeal  with  which 
the  early  Chriftians  embraced  a  life  of  celi- 
bacy, may  be  afcribed  to  two  caufes  ->  firft, 
to  the  advice  of  St.  Paul,  who  ftrongly  dif- 
fuades  them  from  marriage  *  and  fecondly, 
to  thofe  flaming  pieces  of  ecclefiaftical  elo- 
quence, in  which  the  fathers  of  the  church 
were  pleafed  to  magnify  virginity,  and  to 
pour  into  the  heated  imagination  .of  their 

•  *  Camden's  Remains,  p.  524. 

female 
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female  difciples  an  unquenchable  love  for 
this  imaginary  virtue.  As  I  advance  in 
this  Effay,  I  fhall  give  a  particular  account 
of  thefe  remarkable  orations.  In  the  prc- 
fent  chapter,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  can- 
fider  the  advice  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  imme- 
diate confequences  which  it  feems  to  have 
produced. 

I  truft  that  I  fhall  not  be  thought  to  fail 
in  that  refpeft,  which  every  fincere  ChrifHan 
owes  to  this  eloquent  and  admirable  apoftle, 
by  declaring  that  I  have  frequently  read 
his  ftrong  exhortation  to  a  life  of  celibacy 
with  furprife  and  concern.  His  Epiftle  to 
the  Corinthians,  in  which  he  affirms  that  it 
is  better  not  to  marry,  inftead  of  making 
me  a  convert  to  his  opinion,  in4vce$  me  to 
exclaim  with  Milton, 

Our  Maker  bids  increafe ;  who  bids  abftai* 
But  our  dejlroyer,  foe  to  God  and  Man  f 

It  is  true  indeed  that  St.  Paul  is  very  far 
from  uttering  fuch  a  prohibition  5  and  in 
his  firft  Epiftle  to  Timothy  he  foretels, 

chat 
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that  this  prohibitory  do&rine  fhall  arife  from 
feducing  {pirits*.  In  the  fecond  chapter 
of  the  fame  Epiftle,  he  appears  to  be  fo  far 
from  an  advocate  for  celibacy,  chat  he  al- 
moil  feems  to  intimate,  that  women  muft 
work  out  their  falvation  by  the  produc- 
tion of  children  f : — yet  his  addrefs  to  the 
Corinthians  is  fo  pointed  in  favour  of  a  (ingle 
life*- his  farcaftic  expreflion, cc  It  is  better  to 
€€  marry  than  to  burn,"  might,  tp  many  weak, 
or  prudifh,  or  enthufiaftic  females,  exhibit 
wedlock  in  (uch  a  degrading  point  of  view- 
that  perhaps  his  ftrong  exhortation  to  a  life 
of  virginity  might  influence  many  of , his 
maiden  difciples  more  forcibly  than  an  ab- 
folute  prohibition  of  marriage  could  have 
done.  At  all  events,  when  we  confider  the 
cxteafive  veneration  which  was  juftly  paid 
to  this  apoftle,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that 
the  multitude  of  primitive  Old  Maids  was 
infinitely  increafed  by  his  Firft  Epiftle  to 
the  Corinthians.  As  St.  Paul  exprefsly  tells 

•  4  Tim.  iv.  f  1  Tim,  ii.  14. 

us, 
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us,  inthis  Epiftle, that,  "concerning virgins, 
*  he  had  no  commandment  of  the  Lord  *  ;'* 
we  may  queftion,  without  a  fliadow  of  im- 
piety, the  utility  of  his  advice. — I  confefst 
that  at  the  firft  view  it  appeared  to  my  un- 
derftanding  not  confident  with  that  bene- 
volent and  temperate  wifdom,  which  cer- 
tainly adorned  the  character  of  St.  Paul. 
But  the  excellent  Mr.  Locke,  in  a  note  to 
his  Paraphrafe  of  this  EpiftJc,  fuggefts  an 
idea  that  may  juftify  the  apoftle's  difluafion 
from  marriage,  not  as  a  general  precept,  but 
as  a  temporary  counfel.  It  is  fuppofed  by 
our  great  Chriftian  philofopher,  that  St. 
Paul  might  fpeak,  in  (his  Epiftle,  "  out  eft 
"  prophetical  forefight  of  the  approaching  fiT- 
"  fecuticn  under  Nero."  On  this  fuppofi- 
tion  he  might  diflliadc  his  difciples  from 
marriage,  not  as  an  enemy  to  connubial  en- 
joyments, but  as  fearing  they  would  mort 
fenfibly  feel  the  mifery  of  their  impending 
oppreflion,  if  they  were  torn  from  all  the 
delightful  comforts  of  a  married  life. 
•  Chap.  vii.  ver.  ij, 

Howewr  4 
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owever  wife  and  well-timed  the  apof- 
advice  might  be,  we  have  reafon  to 
:hend,  that  the  extravagant  attachment 
rginity,  which  fome  of  His  female  dif- 
s  conceived,  was  the  occafion  of  many 
:ftic  quarrels,  and  much  private  diftrefiu 
aft  we  have  one  memorable  example 
lis  effeft,  if  we  may  give  any  credit  to 
marvellous  adventures  of  his  follower 
da,  who  is  celebrated  by  feveral  fa- 
.  of  the  church  as  the  firft  and  moft  il- 
ious  of  the  virgin  martyrs.  As  the 
dotes  of  this  lady  are  very  remarkable,  I 

extradt  a  litde  fketch  of  her  life  from 
bus  Philippus  Bcrgomenfis,  who  pub- 
d,  in  1497,  a  Latin  folio  en  illuftrious 
ten,  addreffed  to  Beatrice  queen  of 
?mia. 

Thecla  was  a  native  of  Iconium,  a  city 
f  Alia ;  fhe  was  born  in  an  elevated 
ink  of  life,  and  poffeffed,  with  the  advan- 
ces of  birth,  the  fuperior  atrraftions  of 
eauty.  Her  mother  Theoclia  was  pre- 
aring  for  the  delight  of  marrying  her 

"  daughter 


CC 
€€ 
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€€  daughter  to  a  noble  and  comely  youth, 
cc  whofe  name  was  Thamirus,  when  Su 
€t  Paul,  arriving  in  their  city,  happened  to 
"  lodge  in  the  houfe  adjoining  to  that  in 
€€  which  Thecla  refided.  The  virgin  was 
cc  fo  fafcinated  by  the  eloquence  of  the 
"  apoftle,  that  no  intreaties  could  prevail 
"  on  her  to  quit  the  window,  Where  fhe  had 
placed  herfelf  to  hear  him,  aflf  where  flte 
fat  for  three  days  without  tafting  any 
cc  food  *.  Theoclia  lamented,  to  the  def* 
<c  tined  hufband  of  her  daughter,  this  won- 
cc  derful  fafcination.  But  the  lover  and  the 
cc  parent  were  equally  unfuccefsful  in  their 
cc  attempts  to  divert  the  maiden  from  her 
cc  attachment  to  the  preacher.  The  morti- 
<c  fied  Thamirus  departed  in  anger,  to  en- 
cc  quire  into  the  character  and  doftrine  of 
"  this  new  prophet,  whofe  difcourfe  had 

#  In  feneilra  itaque  domus  fu«  per  triduum,  qw 
fui  oblita,  ad  audiendum  homincm  pelle&a,  fine  «U* 
prorfus  cibo  confedit,  ut  inde  a  nemine  amoveri  pocr 
eric.  Jac.  Bcrgomenfis,  pagc6t. 

"  produced  j 

i 
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tf  produced  fo  marvellous  an  effeft  on  his 
**  alienated  miftrefs.  Having  learned  that 
cc  he  was  a  Chriftian,  who,  by  his  exhorta- 
u  tions,  deterred  virgins  from  wedlock,  the 
cc  indignant  lover  gave  full  fcope  to  his  re* 
<c  fentment,  and  delivered  the  preacher  in 
cc  bonds  to  the  magiftrate  Sextilius,  by 
*c  whofe  order  he  was  committed  to  prifon. 
u  The  dfcvout  Thecla,  having  bribed  the 
u  gaoler,  contrived  ftill  to  feaft  on  the  do- 
cc  quenceoftheimprifonedapoftle.  Being 
cc  detedted  in  her  fecret  vifits,  (he  was  car- 
cc  ried  before  the  proconful ;  where,  being 
cc  folicited  to  fulfil  her  engagement  with 
cc  Thamirus,  fhe  difdsuned  to  reply.  The 
<c  enraged  proconful,  ordering  the  apoftle  to 
<c  be  fcourged,  and  driven  from  the  city, 
€C  condemned  the  obftinate  virgin  to  perifli 
<c  in  the  flames.  But  Thecla,  being  already 
f  *  fortified  by  the  inftrudions  of  Paul,  and 
<c  arming  herfelf  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs, 
"  efcaped  unhurt  and  triumphant  from  the 
**  fire  into  which  lhe  was  thrown;  and, 
€€  quitting  her  native  city,  went  to  Antioch 
j*   Vol.  II.  L  ccwith 
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"  with  Paul.  The  pnefect  of  Antioch  be- 
*'  came  enamoured  of  her  beauty,  and  at- 
"  tempted  to  violate  her  chaftity  ;  but  the 
**  refolute*  virgin  fo  vigoroufly  refilled  the 
"  princely  raviflier,  that  Ihe  beat  his  crown 
"  from  his  head,  tore  his  mantle  afunder, 
"  and  threw  him  into  a  ftate  of  idiotifm,  or 
"  frenzy.  She  was  now  accufed  of  for- 
*'  eery,  and  condemned  to  be  devoured  by 
*'  wild  beafts.  She  marched,  however,  un- 
"  daunted  to  her  puniftiment ;  and  happily 
"  found  in  her  purity  a  prefervative  againft 
"  the  fury  of  bears  and  lions.  The  heart 
**  of  the  proconful  was  loftened  by  her  mi- 
*'  raculous  prefervation  j  and  Ihe  obtained 
"  herfreedom. — After  thefe  adventures,  (he 
•*  had  a  joyful  meeting  with  her  preceptor 
w  Paul  at  Smyrna ;  and,  having  received 
"  from  him  every  inftruclion  that  could  ren- 
**  derherinnocencemoreperfefl:,lhercaie<i 
"  to  Seleucia ;  where,  having  communicat- 
"  ed  her  own  virtues  to  many  virgin  com- 
'"  panions,  (he  clofed  a  life  of  fandlity,  il* 
"  luftrated  by  many  miracjes,  in  the  month 
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*  of  O&ober,  and  in  the  fatty-ninth  yeaf 
"  of  our  Lord.0 

Such  is  the  hiftory  which  a  reverend  en- 
Comiaft  of  the  fair  fex  has  given  of  this  il- 
luftrious  virgin  j  and  it  correfponds  with 
the  account  of  other  pious  biographers, 
who  have  expatiated  on  the  merits  of  the 
chafte  Thecla,  in  their  various  Lives  of  the 
Saints.  *The  enlightened  readers  of  our 
country  will,  perhaps,  confider  with  an 
equal  degree  of  incredulity  the  different  ad- 
ventures of  this  wonderful  maiden.  It  is 
hardly  more  probable  that  St.  Paul  ihould 
inftigate  a  young  damfel  to  difobey  her  pa- 
rent,  and  to  violate  a  nuptial  promife,  than 
.  that  the  hungry  and  enraged  beafts  of  .i  the 
foreft  ihould  be  rendered  harmlefs  and  gen-* 
tk  by  the  influence  of  virginity*    But  in 

-  whatever  light  thefe  aflerted  fa&s  may  ap- 
pear to  the  intelligent  readers  of  our  agtf 
jBBd  countiy,  it  is  certain  they  were  re- 
ceived, during  many  centuries,  with  impli- 
cit belief  and  veneration. %  The  extraordi- 
nary rperits  of  Thecla  were  a  favourite  to- 

fa  L  a  pic 
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pic  with  many  holy  preachers  j  and  St.  Arrl- 
brofe  in  particular  defcants  upon  them  in  lb 
high  a  ftrain,  that  his  dilcourfe  muft  have 
had  great  eft'aft  upon  his  virgin  difciples. 
u  *  Let  Thecla,"  exclaims  the  holy  fa- 
ther, in  the  fecond  divifion  of  his  Treatife 
upon  Virgins,  "  let  Thecla  teach  you  to 
*'  fuffer  martyrdom  j  who,  flying  from  the 
"  bonds  of  matrimony,  and  condemned 
"  by  the  fury  of  her  betrothed  hufband, 
"  changed  even  the  nature  of  favage  beaftx, 
u  by  infpiring  them  with  reverence  for  vir- 
"  ginity.  "When  ihe  was  expofed  to  be 
"  devoured, 

*  Thecla  doceat  immolari,  qua  copulam  fngiew 
imptialem,  et  fponfl  furore  damaau,  naturam  ettoja 
befturom  virginitatis  veneration*  mutavit.  Naw- 
que  parata  ad  feras,  cum  afpe&us  qooque  decliroirt 
vironira,  ac  vitalia  ipfa  faepe  offerret  Jeoni,  fecit  ot 
qui  impudkos  detulerant  oculoj,  pudicoa  referreafc 
Cernere  erat  Ungentem  pedes  beftiam,  cubitarc  hnmi, 
mato  t  eft  ilka  nt  em  funo,  quod  facrum  •irginii  corpa* 
riolare  noa  poflet.  Ergo  adorabai  pnedam  foam  bet 
tia;-  et  propria?  oblita  naturae,  naturam  indoent 
quam  homines  amifcrant.  Viderei,  quadam  natum 
muufi  .qne,  homines  iwiuw  iadutoi  fcvitiamimpe* 
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a  devoured,  when  fhe  fhrunk  from  the 
"  fight  of  men,  and  offered  her  vitals  to 
€€  the  lion,  (he  converted  the  cruel  wan-r 
cc  tonnefs  of  the  fpe&ators  into  a  refpeft 
€€  for  modefty  :  then  might  you  have  feen 
€€  a  wild  beaft  fawning  at  her  feet,  and  td£ 
fC  tifying,  by  a  gentle  murmur,  that  he  had 
**  not  power  to  violate  the  facred  body  of 
*  a  virgin.  The  favage  adored  his  prey, 
a  and,  forgetting  his  own  natural  qualities, 
cc  a/Turned  that  nature  which  man  had 
i€  thrown  off.     You  might  fee,  by  this  in- 

j*re  beftiae;  beftiam  exofculantem  pedes  virginis, 
docere  quid  homines  facere  deberent.  Tantum  ha- 
bet  ▼irginitas  admirationis,  ut  earn  etiam  leones  mi- 
rentnr.  Non  impaftos  cibus  flexit,  non  citatos  impe- 
to*  rapuit,  non  ftimulatos  ira  exafperavit,  non  ufnt 
decepit  afluetos,  non  feros  natura  pofTedit ;  docnerant 
religionem,  dam  adorant  martyrcm ;  docuerunt  etiam 
cafti tatcm,  dum  virgini  nihil  aliud  nifi  plantas  exof- 
colantnr*  demerits  in  terram  oculls,  tanquam  verecun- 
daatibns,  nt  mas  uliquis  <vel  beftia  virginem  nndam 
Videret,  Divi  Ambrofii  de  Virginibua,  . 

lib,  ii.  p.  80. 

L  2  a.  terchangc 
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gination  of  pious  maidens  was  heated  to 
fuch  a  pitch  of  enthufiafm,  that  a  pafiion 
for  the  glory  of  martyrdom  extinguifhed  all 
their  natural  affeftions  \  inftead  of  wtfhing 
to  become  the  mothers  of  well-educated 
children,  they  defired  only  the  purity  and 
the  renown  of  Thecla,  to  be  adored  t>y 
lions,  and  extolled  by  faints.  How  far  the 
moft  eminent  fathers  of  the  church  con- 
lpired  to  inflame  and  perpetuate  this  Super- 
natural ambition  in  the  tender  lex,  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  fhew  in  fbme  fuqceeding 
chapters,  concluding  the  prefent  with  a  few 
remarks  on  the  illuftrious  Thecla, — This 
holy  maiden,  being  celebrated  as  the  fami- 
liar friend  and  difciple  of  an  apoftle,  was 
generally  confidered  as  a  model  for  every 
well-difpofed  virgin;  and,  perhaps,  in  the 
very  long  lift  of  female  faints,  it  is  impoflU 
ble  to  pitch  on  any  individual,  whofe  mira^ 
culous  adventures  had  fo  powerful  an  effedt 
in  difFufing  an  univerfal  ardour  for  the  ho* 
nours  of  virginity,  and  increafing  the  mul- 
titude of  Qld  Maids,   Nor  is  it  in  the  dark 


compofed,  in  Latin  verft 
from  Thccla  to  St.  Paul 

•  Printed  at  Paris,  1619,  in 
ihe  Latin  works  of  D'Efpcnc 


OLD      M   A  I   D   &       153 


CHAP.    II. 

On  Jome  of  the  moft  early  Cbriftian  Authors, 
who  have  touched  on  Virginity— Tertullian 
— St.  Cyprian. — On  the  Canonical  Virgins* 

SOME  ages  elapfed  before  the  Chriftian 
virgins  were  fettled  in  regular  com- 
munities; it  was  not  till  the  clofe  of  the 
fourth  century,  that  the  firft  nunnery  was 
erefted,  in  Verona,  by  Zeno,  the  bifhop  of 
that  city  *.    But  the  Chriftian  writers  of  a 

much 

•  See  Mofheim's  Ecclefiafticaf  Hiflory,  tranflated 
by  Machine,  vol.  i.  p.  307.— The  origin  of  nunneries 
is  a  point  involved  in  confiderable  obfturity,  and  has 
given  birth  to  many  pious  and  dull  difputes.  St, 
Syncletica,  of  Alexandria,  has  been  celebrated  as  the 
mother  of  Nuns,  as  St.  Antony  has  been  revered  a* 
the  father  of  Monks  ;  but  the  hiflory  of  this  holy  pa- 
rent of  religious  Old  Maids  is  not  very  clearly  eftab- 
lifhed.  The  curious  reader,  who  wifhes  to  confult  the 
various  opinions  concerning  her,  may  find  them  col- 

MtoL 


treatife,  to  perluade 
cover  their  faces  will 
ment  that  he  urges 
lingular,  that  I  can: 
— He  tells  them, 
made  a  countenant 
power  as  to  occafio; 
heaven  (alluding  tc 
which  the  fons  of  G 
connected  with  the « 
«  who  can  prefume 
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"  the  relics  of  mc 
**  rather  burn  for 
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v  which  even  excufes  the  incontinence  of 
f<  man*?" 

The  next  eminent  Chriftian  writer,  who 
treats  exprefsly  of  virgins,  is  St.  Cyprian ; 
who  has  addreffed  to  them  a  difcouHe  of 
admonition  on  their  condud  and  apparel. 
The  good  bifhop  of  Carthage  declaims 
againft  ear-rings,  paint,  and  falfe  hair,  as 
inventions  of  the  devil,  inconfiftent  with 
rhat  Simplicity  of  habit  by  which  virgins 
fliould  be  diftinguifhed.  He  exhorts  them 
to  avoid  public  baths  and  nuptial  feafts; 
he  felicitates  them  on  their  efcaping  the 
/curie  of  child-birth ;  and  encourages  them 
to  perfevere  in  their  chaftity,  by  an  afiiir- 
ance,  that  their  rank  is  glorious,  and  that 
the  purity  of  a  virgin  approaches  very  near 
to  the  perfeverance  of  a  martyr  f. 

•  Qui*  praefumere  poteft,  tales  angelos  maca- 
]ata  jam  corpora  et  humanae  libidinb  rcliquias 
.defiderafle,  et  non  ad  virgines  potius  exarferint, 
quarum  flos  etiam  humanam  libidinem  excufat. 

Tertull.  de  Virgin,  veland.  p.  222. 
f  Quarum  ad  gloriam  mercei  fecunda  eft,  fit  et 
ad'tolerantiam  proxima. 

Sana.  Cyprian,  de  Habitu  Virg.  p.  102. 
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Such  is  the  general  tenor  of  St.  Cyprian's 
adclrefs  to  the  pious  fifterhood ;  but  I  can- 
not collect  any  light,  either  from  Cyprian 
or  Tertulliarij  concerning  the  number  of 
Chriftian  females,  who  had  in  their  times 
made  a  public  profcflion  of  virginity. 
There  are,  however,  two  circumftanccs, 
which  may  induce  us  to  believe,  that  thefe 
holy  maidens  amounted,  even  at  this  pe- 
riod, to  an  immenfe  multitude,  —  In  the 
firft  place,  a  veneration  for  celibacy  was 
carried  to  fuch  excefles  in  the  fecond  cen- 
tury, that  many  preachers  declaimed  againft 
marriage  as  the  fuggeftion  of  the  devil. 
This  gloomy  doctrine  is  faid  to  have  been 
firft  taught  by  Saturninus  of  Antioch. 
The  learned  Bingham,  in  his  Chrifttsa 
Antiquities,  has  enumerated  many  fefli 
who  were  addicted  to  this,  perhaps  the 
moft  abfurd  of  all  fuperftitionsj  which  yet 
prevailed  to  fuch  a  degree,  and  was  fo  for- 
cibly fupported  by  Euftathius,  a  preacher 
of  the  fourth  century,  that,  to  ufe  the  words  . 
of  Bingham,  "many  women  forfook  their 
"  hufbands, 
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u  hufbands,  and  hufbands  their  wives,  from 
c*  the  perfuafion,  that  no  one  who  lived  in  a 
cc  married  ftate  could  have  any  hope  m 
«  God/' 

The  prevalence  of  fuch  an  idea  had  cer- 
tainly a  ftrong  tendency  to  rncreafe  the 
number  of  thofe  religious  maidens,  who, 
ftill  refiding  under  the  roof  of  dieir  pa- 
rents, yet  made  a  public  profeflion  of  virgi- 
nity, by  enrolling  their  names  in  the  book 
or  canon  of  the  church,  and  thence  ac- 
quired the  title  of  Canonical  Virgins. 

But  there  was  a  fecond  circumftance,  pe- 
culiar to  this  early  period,  which  had,  per- 
haps, an  effeft  equally  powerful  and  ex- 
tenfive  in  augmenting  this  maiden  commu- 
nity 5  I  mean  a  very  extraordinary  cuftom, 
which  crept  into  the  primitive  church,  to 
the  fcandal  of  the  good,  and  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  licentious,  the  cuftom  (con-* 
demned  indeed  by  faints  and  councils,  yet 
fometimes  avowed  and  vindicated  by  its 
adherents)  which  permitted  the  canonical 
virgins  to  attach  themfelves  to  a  favourite 
9  preceptor, 
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preceptor,  and  even  to  fhare  his  bed,  witk- 
out  ceafing  to  make  a  public  profeffion  of 
their  virginity. 

This  fa<5t  is  fo  fingular,  that  the  modern 
fceptical  reader  may  incline,  perhaps)  to 
queftion  the  truth  of  it.  Many  witnefies 
concur  in  its  fupport ;  and,  as  the  confedera- 
tion of  fo  Arrange  a  cuftom  may  inftruit  us 
in  the  ftate  of  ancient  manners,  I  doubt  not 
but  the  more  difcreet  virgins  of  the  prelent 
age  will  thank  me  for  exhibiting  to  their 
view  the  very  dangerous  temerity  of  their 
primitive  fillers. 

Among  the  Epiftles  of  St.  Cyprian,  diert 
is  one  addreficd  to  Pomponius,  which 
Ihews  us,  in  very  explicit  language,  the 
good  bifhop's  opinion  of  thefe  refolute,*1 
jather  rafh  virgins,  who,  confeffing  thtf 
thoy  flept  with  men,  ftill  aliened  theif 
integrity*.    The  faint  very  forcibly  con' 


•  Qiiz  fe  cum  viris  dormifTe  confeffie  fint,  affeW* 
rare  fe  integras  cfle.  Sand.  Cyp.  Epift.  w. 
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demns  their  conduft;  andjuftly  obferves, 
that,  however  innocent  they  may  be,  no  one 
can  long  be  fafe,  who  approaches  fo  near  to 
danger-  Saint  Cyprian  proceeds  to  cenfure 
the  boldnefs  of  thofe  more  determined  vir- 
gins, who  attempted  to  juftify  their  perfe- 
verance  in  fo  perilous  a  pra&ice : — cc  Let 
"  not  any  one,"  fays  the  wary  faint, cc  con- 
fider  herfelf  as  fufficiently  excufed  or  de- 
fended, by  offering  her  perfon  to  the  teft 
of  infpeftion,  fince  the  profeflional  judges 
€€  of  virginity  are  frequently  deceived  V 
From  thefe  Angular  expreflions,  we  may 
conceive  how  ftrenuoufly  the  canonical  vir- 
gins contended  for  the  maintenance  of  this 
tempting  though  dangerous  cuftom,  which, 
to  ufe  the  metaphor  of  Dodwell,  u  had 
*c  taken  deep  root  in  the  church." — This 
learned  commentator  on  St.  Cyprian  has  il- 

*  Nee  aliqua  patet  fe  hac  excufatione  defendi,  quod 
infpici  et  probari  poflit,  an  virgo  fit";  mm  et  manus 
oMetricum  et  oculus  fepe  fallatur. 

Sanft.  Cyp.  Epift.  iv. 

luftrated 


Antioch,  who  was 
two  of  thefe  fair  anc 
The  pra&ice  becar 
canonical  virgins, ' 
their  pallors,  were  ■ 
cular  Greek  appel 
fathers  declaimed  v 
this  clafs  of  virgin 
Chryfoftom,  in  pa 
animated  difcourfe 
habitation,  divided 
addreiTed  to  femali 
own  lex.  From  th 
bable,  that  the  mor 
admitted  indigent  ] 
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and  tender  intercourfe  was  often  perhaps 
very  innocent;  but,  as  it  afforded  much 
room  for  licentious  furmifes  againft  the 
clergyj  it  was  exprefsly  prohibited  by  the 
council  of  Nice.     The  warm  and  eloquent 
Chryfoftom  begins  his  addrefs  to  thefe  in- 
confiderate  virgins  with  the  moil  pathetic 
lamentation :— "  Virginity  (fays  theuriig- 
<c  nant  faint)  the  mod  honourable^Balf 
"  conditions,  has  now  incurred  the  moft 
<c  humiliating  difgrace ;  and  it  fufFers,  not 
<c  from  its  enemies,  but  from  thofe  who  ftill 
€C  prefume  to  profefs  themfelves  its  faithful 
€€  votaries. — There  were  a  few  individuals 
"  among  the  Greeks,  who,  by  the  aid  of 
"  philofbphy,  were  enabled  to  triumph  over 
"  avarice  and  anger;   but  the  flower  of 
cr  virginity  never  flourifhed  among  them. 
€€  In  this  point  they  have  always  acknow- 
ledged our  manifeft  fuperiority ;  confef- 
fing  that  fuch  purity  was  above  the  reach 
"  of  nature,  and  did  not  belong  to  ourfpt- 
#  cits  *.    It  was  in  this  point  that  all  the 

Voi>.  II.  M  «  Gentiles 
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"  Gentiles  have  marvelled  at  our  perfec- 
"  tion—  but  they  can  admire  it  no  longer; 
"  and  their  admiration  is  turned  into 
"  laughter  and  derifion.  The  devil  at- 
"  tacked  us  in  this  band,  becaufe.  he  per- 
"  ceived  that  our  virgins  were  the  moft  ef- 
"  fulgent  phalanx  in  all  the  hoft  of  Chrif- 
cc  tian&i  but  he  has  fo  'confounded  this 
;,  that  it  would  be. better  forms  m 
c<  fuJSre  to  have  no  virgins  at  all,  if  they  can 
"  tbus.be  driven  to  negleB  their  duty  •.  The 
"  caufe  of  all  thefe  evils  is  this,  that  virgin 
cc  purity  exifts  only  in  name,  while  the  ef- 
"  fence  of  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  confined  to  • 
a  the  body,  which  is  the  leaft  part  of  vir- 
"  ginity :  the  more  eflcntial  parts,  and 
thofe  which  chiefly  denote  it,  are  dis- 
regarded; they  have  ceafed  to  diitin- 
guifh  themfel  ves  by  decency  of  habit,  by 
the  filence  which  becomes  a  virgin,  by 
€!  compundlion,  and  other  marks  of  a  rdi- 
"  gious  fpirit." 

Such  # 


cc 
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Such  is  the  language,  in  which  St.  Chry- 
foftom  begins  his  exhortation  to  thofe  pro- 
fefied  virgins,  who  permitted  men  to  dwell 
under  their  roof:  in  the  courfe  of  it,  the , 
faint  grows  fo  vehement  in  his  anger,  as 
even  to  hint  at  burying  the  fair  offenders 
alive ;  but,  fince  that  privilege  is  not  al- 
lowed hirti/he  contents  himfelf  with  indig- 
nant lamentation.  He  mentions  one  cir- 
cumftan'ce,  which  exhibits,  in  a  moft  ftriking 
point  of  view,  the  grofs  indelicacy  of  ancient 
manners: — "  Every  day,"  fays  he,  cc  the 
cc  midwives  are  running  to  the  houfes  of 

*  virgins,  ais  if  haftening  to  a  labour  j  yet 
"  not  to  affift  one  in  the  pangs  of  child- 
cc  birth  (though  even  this  indeed  has  hap- 

*  pened  to  fome  of,  them)  but  that  they 
m  may  be  examined,  like  young  female 

*  flaves  when  they  are  purchafed,  to  di£ 
"  cover  which  has  been  violated  and  which 

is  pure.    One  has  readily  acquiesced  in 
this  probation — another  has  refufed  it ; 
"  and  by  this  refufal  is  reduced  to  fhame, 

*  even  if  (he  is  (till  uncorrupted.  One  has 
:~    -  Ma  "  fuffered, 
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«  fuflfered,  another  has  nqt  fuffcredj'yet 
"  the  latter  is  put  to  lhame  not  Ids  than  the 
"  former,  as  being  unable  to  obtain  Credit 
<c  for  her  purity,  and  wantingrthe  evidence 
*r  of  fuch  an  inquifition." 

What  a  difgufting  idea  of  the  fourth 
century  (the  age  of  Chryfoftom)  does  this 
anecdote  prefent  to  us  I— I  have  tranflated 
this  lingular  paflage  from  the  faint  very 
faithfully,  for  my  maiden  readers,  at  the  ex- 
treme hazard  of  offending  their  delicacy— 
I  have  ventured  to  incur  this  painfbl  ha- 
zard, in  the  hope  of  thus  guarding  them 
againft  an  infirmity,  which  is  fometimes 
objefted  to  Old  Maids  %  I  mean  the  infir- 
mity of  railing  againft  their  own  time,  and 
preferring  paft  ages  to  the  prefent.  The 
good  fpinfter,  who  juftly  confiders  the  point 
of  view  in  which  St.  Chryfoftom  exhibits 
the  virgins  of  his  century,  will  blefs  her 
ftars  that  fhe  was  born  in  our  happier  days, 
when  the  dignity  of  the  virgin  character  is 
fupported  with  more  eafe  and  grace,  and 
when  the  calumniated  maiden  can  grit 

credit 
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credit  for  hetf  iriirocence,  without  being  re- 
duced to  fuch  a  fhameful  teft  of  her  inte- 
grity. The  fevere  St.  Chiyfoftom  would 
not  allow  ~the  opulent  virgin  to  retain  even 
a  oldie  fervant  under  her  roof.  He  laughs 
at  thofe  who  made  the  infirmity  of  their 
health  a  plea  for  this  indulgence;  and  he 
draws  a  very  ludicrous  pifture  of  thofe  noc- 
turnal occurrences,  which  his  warm  imagi- 
nation fuggefted  to  him,  as  arifing  in  the 
houfes  where  the  virgin  miftrefs  was  at* 
tended  by  a  male  domeftic.  Having  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  that  women  only  ought 
to  wait  upon  women,  he  clofes  his  addrefi 
to  his  female  difciples,  by  difplaying,  in  the 
moft  magnificent  imagery,  thofe  high  ho- 
nours, to  which  immaculate  virgins  are  en- 
tided; 

"  Remember,"  fays  the  eloquent  enthu- 
fiaft,  a  in  what  quarter  of  the  battle  you  are. 
"  ftationcd — it  is  yours  to  ftand  and  com- 
cc  bat  round  the  leader  of  the  conflict, 

*  round  the  perfon  of  the  king  himfelf.— 

*  As  in  every  war  the  whole  army  cannot 
'    ■  M3  "  occupy 


"  co-opcn«c  «»  »» 

"  to  the  chofcn  bai 

"  of  honour  allotti 

cf  office  of  thofe  att 

"  with  habiliments 

cf  horfes  adorned 

«  who  carry  the  go 

«.  gal  gems,  to  del 

w  king,  than  it  is 

«  ftiew  the  prefenc 

«  tcndants,  indeed 

* '  chariot  of  their 

**  may,  if  fhe  is  m 

«  bim,  and  hcrfel 

t*  her  king." 

Such  are  the  d 
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wifely  made  the  mutual  attra&ion  of  the 
two  fexes  fo  very  ftrong,  that  the  mod  ve- 
hement efforts  of  fuperftition  often  failed  in 
attempting  to  keep  them  afunder,  though 
the  moft  brilliant  and  feducing  rhetorick 
^was  afliduoufly  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe. 

Saint  Chryfoftom,  in  the  fecond  part  of 
his  difcourfe,  where  he  addrefles  himfelf  to 
the  priefts  who  kept  canonical  virgins  un- 
der their  roof,  very  candidly  acknowledges, 
that  it  is  pleafant  to  refide  with  women,  ex- 
clufive  of  any  matrimonial  or  licentious  en- 
joyment i  but  he  endeavours  to  convince  the 
clergy,  i*ho  indulged  themfelves  in  this  tem- 
perate pleafure,  and  afferted  its  innocence, 
that  their  condition  was  little  better  than 
that  of  Tantalus.  He  enumerates  the  many 
evils  that  may  arife  to  a  man  from  refiding 
with  a  female,  even  without  a  violation  of 
their  mutual  chaftity ;  and  he  compares  a 
prieft,  who  has  enervated  his  mind  by  fuch  a 
'  gratification,  to  a  poor  lion,  whofe  mane  has 
been  cut  off,  whofe  teeth  and  talons  have 

M  4  been 
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been  taken  from  him,  and  who  is  metamor- 
phofed  from  the  tremendous  lord  of  the  fo- 
reft  into  a  wretched  animal  weak. and  ridi- 
culous. 

Vigilant  and  felicitous  is  the  fathers  were 
to  prevent  this  domeftic  conne&ion  between 
the  priefts  an4  virgins,  there  were  many  ob- 
ftinate  offenders,  who  refilled  anddefpifcd 
their  public  exhortations,  and  their  private 
advice.  The  authority  of  the  great  St. 
Bafil  himfelf  was  not  fufficient  to  prevail  on 
an  aged  prieft,  whofe  name  was  Paregorius, 
to  difmifs  a  canonical  virgin  refiding  in  his 
houfe :  it  appears,  from  a  letter  ftill  extant, 
addrefled  by  St.  Bafil  to  this  old  delinquent, 
that  he  pleaded  the  age  of  feventy  as  his  ex- 
cufej  and  refolutely  oppofed  the  feverity  of 
his  malicious  fuperior,  who  had  attempted 
to  rob  his  declining  life  of  fo  innocent  a 
comfort.  St.  Bafil,  however,  is  very  far 
from  admitting  this  apology;  and  clofes 
his  letter  with  a  vehement  threat  of  excom- 
munication, if  the  aged  Paregorius  ftill 

fondly 
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fondly  perfifted  in  his  attachment  to  his  fair 
attendant. 

Love  and  religion  are  often  found  toge- 
ther ;  and  are  never,  perhaps,  fo  warm,  and 
vehement,  as  when  they  are  united.  The 
prieft,  who  attached  himfelf  to  a  canonical 
virgin,  with  the  endearing  appellation  of 
filler,  was  gradually,  and  perhaps  infallibly, 
led  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  difinterefted  paf- 
lion.  The  writings  of  Athanafius  have 
'incidentally  preferved  to  us  a  very  me- 
morable example  of  the  ftrange  excefles 
that  may  arifefrom  this  ardent  affe&ion: 
•—The  archbiihop  of  Alexandria,  declaim- 
ing againft  the  wickednefs  and  impudence  of 
his  antagonists  the  Arians,  in  his  firft  apo- 
logy, aflerts  that,  inflead  of  being  afhamed 
of  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  they  pcrfe- 
vered,  without  a  blufh,  in  their  offences. 
a  Lcontius,"  continues  the  primate,  "  be- 
<c  ing  cenfured  on  account  of  a  young 
"  woman  called  Euftolia,  and  forbid  to 
"  cohabit  with  her,  made  bimjelf  a  eunuch 

"for 


i 


€€ 
CC 


170  E  S   S   A  T      O  JT 

€<  for  her  fake*,  that  he  might  continue  to 
"  dwell  with  her  in  fecurkj."     In  his 
cpiftle  to  the  Monks,  Athanafius  fptaks 
again  of  this  difinterefted  lover;  and  he 
there  exprefsly  affirms,  that  "  Leontius  had 
made  this  voluntary  facrifice  of  himfclf 
for  the  liberty  of  fleeping  with  Euftotia, 
<c  his  wife,  according  to  his  own  account" 
(fays  the  angry  Saint)  "  though  (till  called 
c<  a  virgin." — The  good-natured  reader, 
who  will  confider  the  generous  frailty  of 
Leontius  with  lefs  feverity  than  Athanafius 
did,  may  rejoice,  perhaps,  to  be  informed, 
that  the  lofs  of  manhood  did  not  prevent 
this  affc&ionate  enthufiaft  from  rifing  to  a 
mitre.     The  fame  auftere  faint,  who  has 
indignandy  recorded  his  marvellous  and 
unorthodox  attachment  to  his  Euftolia,  has 
told  us,  with  equal  indignation,  that  he  was 
made  a  bilhop. 

Of  all  the  tender  martyrs  of  love,  Leon- 
tius has,  perhaps,  the  ftrongeft  tide  to  oar 

*  At  at  rr,y  iavrop  anxo^tp  '        | 
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companionate  admiration ;  and  I  am  in- 
duced to  recommend   his  hiftory  to   our 
poets,  from  a  perfuafion  that,  in  the  hands 
of  fome  impaflioned  genius,  his  Euftolia 
might  form  a  pleafing  companion,  and  a 
'  potent  rival,  to  the  pathetic  and  enchanting 
Eloife  of  Pope. — Before  I  clofe  this  (hort 
account  of  the  prohibited  domeftic  con- 
nexion between  priefts  and  profeffed  vir- 
gins,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 
Dodwell  fuppofes  this  cuftom  to  have  de- 
scended to  the  primitive  clergy  from  the 
moft  illuftrious  of  the  Pagan  fages  *.  This 
learned  critic  imagines,  that  many  an  ho- 
ficft  heathen  Old  Maid  attached  herfelf  to 
fome  eminent  philofopher  of  her  time,  and 
was  contented  with  his  doftrine,   without 
afpiring  to  his  careffes:  he  mentions  the 
intimacy  of  Cicero  and  Cerellia  as  a  cafe  in 

•  Erant  enim  apod  Ethaicos  ctiam  fceminae,  quae 
philosophise  prsetextu  virorum  familiaritati  afluef- 
cerent.— Inde  <Tvmv**Tvr  ccclefiafticorum  profluxerit 
excmplum  a  viris  etiam    magnis  philofophicifquc 

Diff.  Cyp.  iii. 
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point.    That  fuch  an  innocent  but  dan- 
gerous mjtachment  has  exifted,  even  in  mo- 
dern days,  we  have  a  memorable  and  a 
mournful  inftance  in  the  hiftory  of  Swift 
and  Stella.    That  Angular  genius  had  the 
talent  and  the  inclination   to  fport  very 
cruelly  with  the  paffions  of  women;  but,  as 
his  ingenious  and  more  manly  godfon  and 
biographer  very  candidly  confeffes,  without 
die  power  to  indulge  them  *.    This  inge- 
nuous confeflion  is,  perhaps,  the  beft  of  all 
poflible  apologies  for  the  mifanthropical 
fpirit  imputed  to  Swift ;  for  they  muft  be 
imperfeft  and  uncandid  judges  of  human 
infirmities,  who  do  not  expeft  to  find,  and 
who  cannot  readily  pardon,  a  large  portion 
of  mifanthropy  in  a  great  but  unhappy  cha- 
ra&er,  immaturely  deprived,  or  never  per- 
haps pofleffed,  of  fo  common  yet  fo  inva- 
luable a  faculty. — But  peace  to  the  afhes  of 
this  admirable  writer !  and  peace  to  thofe  of 
that  fairer  objeft  of  our  compaflon,  his  un- 

•  Sec  Mr.  Sheridan's  Life  of  Swift. 

fortunate 
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fortunate  Stella,  who  had  the  ftrange  mis- 
fortune of  uniting  thofe  difcordAt  titles, 
Wife,  and  Old  Maid !  May  her  fevere  and 
unmerited  fate  be  an  eternal  leflbn  to  every 
jenfible  and  warm-hearted  fpinfter,  not'  to 
contemplate  with  too  tender  an  admiration, 
either  the  wifdom  or  the  wit  of  any  cold 
philosopher ! 


CHAP, 
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chap.  in. 

On  Metbidius,  Bijbop  of  Olympus,  andii 

Banquet  of  Vi\ 


A  SPIRIT  of  pious  gallantly  fo  to» 
flamed  the  firft  writers  of  the  church, 
that  their  pens  were  inceflantly  employed  in 
the  praife  of  confecrated  virgins.    Among 
the  early  epifcopal  champions  of  the  fifter- 
hood,  Methodius  was  particularly  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  purity  of  his  zeal,  and  the 
Platonic  form  of  his  compofition.    Wc 
have  but  few  perfonal  circumftances  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  concerning  this  elegant  enco- 
miaft  of  virginity ;  who  being  firft  bifhop  of 
Olympus,  and  afterwards  of  Tyre,  clofed 
his  fcene  of  religious  glory  by  acquiring 
the  palm  of  martyrdom  in  the  perfecuuon 
of  Dioclefian.    Of  the  many  writings  which 
he  is  faid  to  have  left,  one  alone  has  efcaped 
the  ravages  of  time  -,  and  this,  although  its 

title 
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title  was  fufficient  to  awaken  curiofity  and 
regard,  did  not  find  an  editor  till  about  the 
middle  of  the  laft  century :  it  is  intitled, 
"  The  Banquet  of  Virgins,"  and  bears  an 
evident  refemblance  to  the  celebrated  Ban- 
quet of  Plato.  Love  had  formed  the  great 
theme  of  panegyric  in  the  dialogue  of  the 
Pagan  philofopher,  and  virginity  is  treated 
in  a  fimilar  manner  in  the'  charter  compofi- 
tion  of  the  Chriftian  biftiop.  I  truft,  that 
my  fair  readers  will  eagerly  receive  an  ac- 
count of  this  curious  performance;  and  the 
more  fo,  if  I  firft  relate  to  them  an  anecdote, 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  Ban- 
quet of  Virgins,  even  before  its  publication, 
attra&ed  the  attention  of  a  queen,  a  famous 
and  learned  queen,  who  had  the  ambition, 
like  our  Elizabeth,  to  rank  herfelf  in  the 
order  of  Old  Maids,  though  on  a  very  du- 
bious and  difputed  title. 

In  the  Paris*  edition  of  Methodius  by 
Pierre  Pouffines,  a  French  Jefuit,  who  re- 
fided  at  Rome,  there  is  a  letter  from  the 
editor  to  his  friend  Henri  de  Valois,  which 
■=•"--  gives 
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gives  an  amufing  account  of  *  literary 
-  morning,  that  he  paffed  in  the  Vatican  li- 
brary with  feveral  men  of  letters,  and 
their  royal  patronefs  Chriftina  of  Sweden. 
Among  the  curious  volumes  that  Holflen, 
the  librarian,  prefented  to  the  company, 
there  was  a  copy  of -Methodius:  on  the 
fight  of  it,  the  queen  of  Sweden  faid  im- 
mediately to  Pouflines,  "  Here  is  the  book 
«  that  we  eagerly  expeft  from  you,"  al- 
luding to  his  tranflation  of  the  Greek 
text,  which  he  had  juft  completed  at  the 
requeft  of  his  friend  the  librarian.  Before 
the  Jefuit  could  reply  to  this  flattering 
compliment,  a  man  of  diftinguifhed  learn- 
ing, he  tells  us,  interpofed  in  this  mortify- 
ing manner :  cc  From  me,  moft  illuftrious 
cc  queen,  is  the  Banquet  of  Methodius  to 
cc  be  expe&ed ;  I  have  occupied  this 
cc  ground,  nor  (hall  I  yield  it  to  any  one." 
— €€  I  was  ftruck  dumb,"  fays  the  unlucky 
Jefuit,  «  I  confefs ;  for  how  could  I  op- 
pofe  a  perfon,  my  fuperior  in  age,  con- 
nected with  me  in  friendfhip,  a  favourite 


€€ 
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■*c  at  Rome,  arid  honoured,  indeed,  in  all 
*\  Countries  for  his  Angular  merit*  While 
€€  I  was  inwatdly  lamenting  my  own  fruit- 
cc  lcfs  labour,"  continues  Pouflines,  cc  the 
€€  queen  took  me  afide,  and  faid,  *€  What 
€€  can  we  do  in  this  bufincfs?  have  you 
€€  no  expedient  to  propofe  ?"— •"  None*" 
-replied  the  modeft  though  mortified  Jcfuit, 
<c  but  to  withdraw,  as  becomes  my  time  of 
€€  life  and  my  profeflion." 

With  the  letter  thus  relating  his  difap- 

pdintmeilt,  and  dated  in  1656,  Potiffinds 

fent  a  copy  of  his  Methodius  to  his  learned 

•  friend  at  Paris,  and  in  the  following  year 

-  it  was  handfbmely  printed  in  folio,  at  the 

-  royal  prefs  of  that  city.  Though  Pouflines 
does  not  mention  the  name  of  his  fuccefsful 
rival  on  this  occafion,  yet  we  know,  from 
the  o&avo  edition  of  Methodius,  publifhed 
at  Rome  in  the  preceding  year  by  the  cele- 
brated Leo  AllatiuSi  that  he  was  the  learned 
perfon  alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Jefuit. 

—But  let  us  turn  from  the  Editors  to  the* 

KDtkitfelf. 

r     Vol.  II.  N  Tht 
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The  Banquet  of  Methodius  contains  t 
fcriea  of  orations,  pronounced  hy  eleven 
virgins,  in  honour,  of  virginity*  To  die 
eloquence  of  thefe  fair  and  chafe  orators 
-we  are  introduced  by  the  following  oanver- 
fetion,  between  GfegeriuTBy  a  female atten- 
dant of  the  virgins,  and  Eubulhw,  fwppaftd 
to  Ik  a  borrowed  nane  for  the  pious  author 
of  the  dialogue. 

"  Eoi  ULiirs. 

«  You  are  come  very  feafonably*  Gre- 
"  -gorium  ;  for  I  was  lately  in  queft  of  you, 
"  from  a  defirc  to  learn  feme  paitku- 
"  lars  concerning  the  aflbmbly  of  MascdJi* 
"  Theopatra,  and  the  other  virgins  col- 
•*  leefced  at  the  banquet,  and  chiefly  coa- 
«  cerrdng  their  difcourfes  on  chatthyi  lor 
™  it  is  bid,  they  contended  on  that  topic 
"  widi  fuch  fpirit  and  energy,  that  die/ 
**  omitted  nothing  which  could  iUuftrate 
"  their  fubjeft:  if,  therefore,  you  arc  conK 
*  on  any  other  bufinefs,  wave  it  at  pgtifrafi 
"  and  do  not  hefitate  to  give  me  ihtfff- 
■*  curoftantial  narrative  I  requeft  o£  | 
"  Gua 


ft 
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_  / 

c<  Gregorium. 
(c  It  feems  I  am  difappointed  in  my 
"  hbpe,  and  another  has  got  the  ftart  of* 
me,  in  relating  to  you  the  incidents  of 
which  you  enquire*  Being  perfuaded 
€C  that  you  had  not  heard  a  fyliable  of  what 
c<  has  happened,  I  piqued  myielf  on  my 
cc  folicitude  to  bring  you  the  firft  intelli- 
c€  gence :  it  was  on  this  account  I  haftened 
€€  hither  as  faft  as  I  could,  being  very 
cc  anxious  that  ho  one  fliould  anticipate  my 
cc  intention, 

u   EUBULIUS. 

'  ?  Be  comforted ;  for,  indeed,  my  good 
cc  friend,  I  have  heard  none  of  the  parti- 
culars circumftantially*  My  informer 
could  only  fell  me,  that  fuch  dialogues 
€<  arefe;  but  when  I  requested  ail  exaft 
€€  account  of  them,  he  confefled  his  ig* 
cc  iterance, 

cc  Gregorium. 
t€  Do  you  wilh,  as  I  really  came  for  this 
€t  purpofe,  to  hear  every  thing  that  was 
"  ikid,  or  fhall  I  pafs  over  &mc  thrngif 

N  %  "  and 


cc 


t. 


"  ands,  and  how  yc 
"  wine, 


K  *Tbey  pledg'd  ea 
"  Heaven* 

«  Gre 

w  You  are  alway 

"  conversation,  Eu 

"  all  others  appear 

«  Eu 

**  There  is  no  a 
n  Hum,  to  rally  i 
"  point;  but,  as  II 


€€ 
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cc  without  farther  preface,  the  whole  procefi 
"  from  jthe  beginning. 

€€  Gregorium. 
I  will  attempt  it. — But  firflr  anfwer  me, 
Do  you  know  Arete,  the  daughter  of 
«  Philofophy. 

€C  EUBULIUS. 

u  Affuredly.  > 

€C  Gregorium. 

€€  Being  invited  into  her  garden,  I  mean 
€€  that  towards  the  eaft,  we  proceeded  to 
"  feaft  on  the  fruits  in  feafon -, €  And  I  (faid 
"  Theopatra  to  me,  for  I  collefted  all  the 
u  particulars  from  her*)  I,  and  Procilla, 
€S  and  Tyfiana,  walked  over  a  very  rough; 
€€  difficult,  and  .arduous  road;  but  when 
€€  we  approached/  continued  Theopatra, 
u  c  to  die  fpot,  a  majeftic  and  comely  wo- 
c<  man,  advancing  with  gentle  grace,  and 
u  dad  ill  a  garment  of  fnowy  fplendor, 

•  This  is  an  awkward  parenthefis  ;  it  would  have 
been  better  if  Gregorium  had  began  by  faying,  (he 
{poke  only  in  the  character  of  Theopatra,  and  was 
hcrfclf  prefent  at  the  banquet.  * 

N  3  fC  received 


€C 
€€ 
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«  received  us.  She  was,  in  truth,  all  celef* 
"  tial,  inimitable  beauty;  a  modefib  fame- 
"  tity  adorned  her  countenance  j  her  look 

*  expreffed  both  ^ufberity  and  mildnefi, 
f  c  united  in  fuch  a  pleafing  manner^  as  I 
<c  never  few  before  j  in  all  point*  lhe  ap* 

peared  negligent  of  her  charms,  and  wore 
no  foreign  ornament,  This  perlbnage, 
*c  advancing  with  much  joy,  carefled  each 
u  of  us  with  the  endearments  of  a  long  ab- 
u  fent  mother  t  c  O  my  daughters,'  fhe 
fc  exclaimed,  c  you  have  with  difficulty 
u  reached  me,  eager  to  conduft  you  into 
€C  the  field  of  perfeftion^  after  a  journey  in 
f  c  which  you  have  been  alarmed  by  a  va- 
iC  riety  of  reptiles  *  for  I  furvcyed  you 
u  from  this  eminence,  often  ftaggered  in 
"  your  approach,  ajid  I  was  afraid  left  ye 

*  might  perifh  by  a  fall  from  the  preci- 
* c  pice  i  but  thanks  to  that  bridegroom,  to 
u  whom  I  have  united  you,  my  children, 
*'  and  who  has  accomplifhed  all  things  ac- 
fC  cording  to  our  prayers/  Having  laid 
|C  this, c  Let  us  advance,'  <hc  cried, c  within 

*'  tte 


:t'l 
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the  boundary,  as  the  gates  are  yet  open/ 
On  our  entrance,  we  found  Thecla, 
Agatha,  and  Marcella,  prepared  for  the 
banquet.  She  told  me,  that  Arete  im- 
mediately faid,   €  You  alfo  take    your 

*  places  here  by  thefe  your  companions  / 
"  for  we  now  happily  amounted  to  the 

number  ten.  The  fcene  was  fuperna- 
tural  In  beauty,  and  full  of  perfect  tran- 
quillity ,  the  air  which  pervaded  it  was 

*  blended  with  the  pureft  light,  and  was  of 
€t  the  fofteft  temperature.  In  the  centre,  a 
t€  ftream  as  fmooth  as  oil  afforded  the 
€C  fweeteft  beverage;  its  water,  limpid  and 
€t  pure,  formed  itfelf  into  fountains,  which, 
4€  fpreading  like  a  river,  fupplied  all  die 
cc  garden  with  many  copious  rills.  The 
cc  trees  were  of  various  kinds,  and  rich  in 
€€  their  recent  burthens.  Great  was  the 
€€  beauty  of  their  fruit,  thai  bung  amiable*. 
€€  The  ground  was  decorated  widi  neyer- 

*  The  Greek  expreffion  here  has  a  lingular  refem- 
blaoce  to  the  words  of  Milton*  ko^vuh  avtuipuptPM 

•^T*'  -  N  4  • «  fading 
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«c  ifading  and  variegated  flowers,  that  difi* 
c*  fufed  the  fweeteft  fragrance.  Near  us 
*€  was  a  lofty  agnus  caftus*,  under  which  we 
€C  refted,  becaufe  \t  was  cxtenfivc  and  Jhady, 

*c  Eubulius, 

c<  Happy  woman!  you  appear  tp  me  to 
<*  be  defcibing  4  fecoi}d  fargdife, 

ff  Grecorium. 

*'  Your  reipark  is  juft. — As  loon,  there-* 
<t  fore,  as  we  ha4  partaken  of  every  dainty 
c<  refrefhment  and  various  recreation,  fo 
c*  that  no '  delight  was  wanting,  (he  faid 
€?  that  Arete  thus  introduced  the  fubjefi : 
*'  — *  Q  my  yoyng  damfels,  the  boaft  and 
cc  pride  of  my  alpijing  fpirit !  O  ye  lovely 
c?  maicjens,  who  cultivate  the  unploughed 
**  fields  of  Chrift  with  your  virgin  hands  f, 
cc  enough  of  food  and  fcafting,  for  with  us 

*  all  things  are  in  perfect  plenty.     What 

*  therefore  remains  for  me  tQ  wtfh  or  ta 

•  A  tree  fo  called,  and  facred  to  chaftity, 
>h/avhk  awnQtvrus  x%ia%'  Methodii,  p.  5.  edit.  Par. 

u  require? 
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**  require  ?  That  each  of  you  would  favour 
"  me  with  a  fpeech  upon  virginity.  Let 
*'  Marcella  begin,  fince  fhe  is  firft  in  place, 
€€  and  alio  the  fenior*  and  when  fhe  has 
cc^well  exercifed  her  talents,  I  will  take 

*  (hame  to  myfelf  if  I  do  not  render  her  an 
t€  objedtof  envy,  by  fixing  on  her  brow  the 

*  fpotlefs  foliage  of  wifdom.  On  this,  fhe  * 
v  laid,  Marcella  immediately  began." 

As  I  fear  the  majority  of  modern  readers 
would  not  relifh  the  pious  prolixity  of  thefe 
rhetorical  virgins,  I  fhall  only  introduce  a 
little  fummary  of  their  refpe&ive  orations. 

Marcella  begins  her  difcourfe  with  an 
iflertion,  that  virginity  is  fupernaturally 
great,  wonderful,  and  glorious,  and  that  it 
requires  a  lofty  foul  to  fuppprt  it.  She 
:pnfiders  it  as  a  plant  fent  immediately 
rom  Heaven,  and  unknown  to  the  firft 
iges  of  the  world.  She  reprefents  God  as 
purifying  hyman  nature  by  degrees,  like  a 

+  Theopatni,  in  \vhofe  words  Gregorium  defcribei 
hefcene. 

mafter 
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mafter  leading  his  infant  fcholars  through 
the  rudiments  of  language  to  the  fub- 
limcft  contemplations 5  permitting,  in  the 
infancy  of  the  world,  promifcuous  marriage 
between  brothers  and  fitters,  refining  wed- 
lock by  degrees,  and  at  length  recommend- 
ing, in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  a  fife  of  volun- 
tary continence,  as  the  fummit  of  rational 
perfe£tk>n.  She  concludes  with  a  long 
paffage  from  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  Re- 
velations, to  prove  that  the  order  of  virgins 
has  the  firft  diftin&ion  in  heaven,  though 
inferior  in  number  to  other  focieties  in  the 
celeftial  hoft. 

Thcophila,  the  fecond  of  the  female  ora- 
tors, confidering  the  fpeech  of  Marcella  as 
a  little  too  fevere  upon  marriage,  aflerts  the 
innocence  and  the  dignity  of  procreation,  in 
language  that  difcovers  her  to  be  a  won- 
derful adept  in  all  the  myfteries  of  nature, 
particularly  as  fhe  fpeaks  in  the  chara&er  of 
a  fequeftered  virgin.  She  is  interrupted 
by  Marcella ;  and  the  two  maidens  enter 
into  fome  altercation  on  die  poflibilityof 

producing 
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producing  an  infant  in  oppofition  to  the 
will  of  God.     Theophila  adjufh  their  dif- 
ference by  illuftrating,  in  a  figurative  man- 
ner, the  formation  of  an  embryo :  (he  vin- 
dicates the  human  frame  as  the  exquifite 
work  of  divine  power ;    fhe  affirms,  that 
even  thofe  children  who  are  licentioufly  be- 
.  gotten,  are  afligned  to  the  protection  of  tu- 
telary angels  j  (he  compares  the  church  to 
a  rich  and  variegated  field,  adorned  with 
the  flowers  both  of  continence  and  propaga- 
tion * :  but,  although  (he  maintains  the  ho- 
nour of  marriage,  (he  concludes  with  de- 
claring the  pre-eminence  of  virginity. 

The  third  fpeaker  is  diftinguiftied  by  the 
poetical  name  of  Thalia ;  who  is  anxious  to 
obviate  the  ill  effefts  which  (he  fuppofes  to 
have  arifen  from  a  mifconftru&ion  of  the 
divine  command,  Increafe  and  multiply.  For 
this  purpofe  (he  contends,  that  all  things 
(aid  of  Adam  and  Eve,  in  the  Mofaic  hif- 
tory,  lhould  be  underftood  in  a  figurative 

1  o  fenfe, 
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fenfe,  as  alluding  to  the  connexion  between' 
Chrift  and  the  church.  Thalia  then  exa- 
mines and  illuftrates  the  art,  the  energy, 
and  the  defign  of  St.  Paul,  in  his  exhorta- 
tion to  celibacy  *  (he  infills  on  his  exprtf* 
Con,  It  is  good  for  a  man  not  to  touch  a  wo- 
man*-,  and  (he  contends,  that  the  apoftle's 
allowance  of  wedlock  is  like  an  indulgence 
granted  to  the  fick,  of  eating  forbidden 
food  upon  a  folemn  faft. — Such  are  the 
heads  of  Thalia's  oration  ;  which  is,  how- 
ever, fo  copious,  that  Eubulius  exclaims, 
when  the  recital  of  it  is  finiftied,  "  Well, 
<c  Gregorium,  fhe  has  at  laft  reached  the 
<c  fliore,  after  traverfing  a  wide  ocean  of 
u  words !"  The  good  man  exprefles,  at 
the  fame  time,  an  eager  defire  to  hear  the 
refidue  of  thefe  chafte  and  pious  harangues : 
upon  which  Gregorium  proceeds  to  the 
Ipeech  of  Theopatra.  This  virgin  delivers 
only  a  concife  encomium  on  chaftity,  with 
a  few  texts  of  fcripture  very  fancifully  in* 
terpreted. 

#  i  Cor.  i.  7. 

Thallufa, 
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Thallufa,  the  fifth  orator,  enforces  many 
religious  precepts  for  the  condudt  of  a 
maiden's  life ;  and  concludes  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  gold  is  an  excellent  fymbol  of  vir- 
ginity, in  two  particulars ;  firft,  as  it  is  of  a 
Ihining  nature,  and,  fecondly, .  not  fubjed 
toruft. 

Agatha,  who  now  takes  her  part  in  the 
dialogue,  gives  a  Angular  caution  to  lier 
own  fex,  by  remarking,  that  lovers  are  the 
devil  and  bis  agents  * 5  a  pofition  which  fhe 
endeavours  to  illuftrate  by  a  prolix  and  cu- 
rious comment  on  the  parable  of  the  wife 
and  foolifh  virgins  in  fcripture. 

Frocilla,  who  (peaks  in  the  feventh  place, 
reprefents  Chrift  as  the  great  encomiaft  of  • 
virginity,  by  a  ftrange  mifapplication  of  the 
uxorious  poetry  of  Solomon. 

Thecla  haftens,  with  great  eagernefs,  to 
deliver  the  eighth  oration ;  and,  as  fhe  be-» 
gins  to  ipeak,  fhe  is  complimented  by 
Arete,  as  a  perfon  fuperior  to  all  her  foe  in 

religious 
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religious  do&rine,  and  particularly  in- 
ftrufted  by  the  apofHe  St.  Paid.  The 
ipeech  of  Thecla  is  far  from  aufweHng  the 
expeftation  which  her  character  excites* 
She  begins  with  a  kind  of  pun  on  the 
Greek  word  which  exprefies'  friigiraiy  *'| 
fhe  proceeds  to  a  differtation  on  the  great 
and  red  dragon  of  the  Apocalypfe,  exhort- 
ing all  virgins  to  the  mod:  irfolute  refin- 
ance of  this  formidable  monfter.  Hating 
concluded  what  (he  had  to  advance  on  the 
general  topic,  fhe  defire*  perrniffion  to  pit** 
nounce  a  fecond  difcourfe,  againft  a  vain 
and  wicked  belief  in  the  influence  of  the 
ftars ;  and  fhe  fupports,  with  fo  much  fpirit, 
the  free  agency  of  man,  that  Eubulius  «- 
prefles  his  admiration,  in  a  lively  panegyric 
on  the  force  and  fplendorof  her  eloqtiefttt* 

Tyfiana,  the  ninth  virgin  of  the  aflertibly, 
pronounces  ajtiyftical  harangue  On  the  ftaft 
Of  tabernacles,  in  Leviticus, 

Domnina,  the  tenth  and  laft  among  Ac 

*  n«*6ti«  y*j  d  vaf Oims. 
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guefts  of  Arete,  begins  her  difcourfe  by  de- 
claring,  that  ho  perfon  under  the  old  law 
could  be  acceptable  to  God,  nor  till  virgi- 
nity* under  the  aufpices  of  Chrift,  began  to 
reign  over  nature.  She  affirms,  that  this 
happy  dominion  of  chaftity  was  clearly 
foretold  in  the  book  of  Judges,  by  the  fable 
of  the  trees  electing  a  fovereign ;  alledging, 
that  the  plant  Rhamnus,  which  in  our  ver- 
fion  of  the  Bible  is  denominated  the  bramble* 
is  a  juft  and  proper  fymbol  of  virginity. 

Arete  now  clofes  the  converfation,  by 
remarking,  that  purity  of  mind  and  body 
are  equally  effential  toconftitute  the  per- 
fed  virgin*  She  proceeds  to  commend  and 
to  crown  the  ten  maiden  orators  $  and  the 
entertainment  concludes  with  religious  fing- 
ing^  Thecla  taking  the  principal  part,  and 
die  reft  of  the  affembly  joining  in  the  fol- 
lowing chorus,  which  b  frequently  re- 
peated: 

cc  Far  thee  I  am  chafte  \  and,  pofleffing 
*  a  relplendent  lamp,  O  bridegroom,  I  rife 
tt  to  meet  thee*" 

Upon 
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Upoft  Gregorium's  finifhing  her  account 
bt  the  banquet,  Eubulius  ftarts  this  curious 
and  delicate  queftion :  cc  "Which  are  "the 
cc  better  virgins,  they  who  are  chafte  front 
u  a  quiet  purity  <rf  conftitution,  or  they 
c<  who  in  pra&ifing  this  virtue  are  obliged 
u  to  ftrugglc  with  defire  ?" 

Gregorium  haftily  decides  in  favour  of 
the  firft ;  but  Eubulius  arguing  the  point 
With  her,  much  in  the  manner  of  Plato,  at 
laft  convinces  her,  by  allufions  to  the  phy- 
fician  who  fubdues  a  fever,  and  to  the  pilot 
who  paffes  through  a  ftorm,  that  the  palm 
of  honour  is  certainly  due  to  thofe  maidens 
who  have  laboured  through  a  fiery  trial, 
and  fuccefsfully  contended  with  an  impe- 
rious paffion. 

Such  is  the  Banquet  of  Methodius  $  which 
though  certainly  the  ptoduftion  of  a  pious 
and  elegant  mind,  is  fo  litde  adapted  to 
^modern  tafte  and  manners,  that  I  dared  not 
venture  on  a  more  ample  defcription  of  it- 
The.  preceding  abridgment  may,  I  think, 
be  amufing  to  many  readers,  as  it  will  ren- 
der 
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der  them  acquainted  with  a  Angular  com- 
pofition  but  little  known,  and  as  it  forcibly 
fhews,  that,  among  the  early  pallors  of  the 
chufch;  one  of  the  favourite  points  that 
piety  and  learning  purfued,  was  to  increafc 
the  multitude  of  Old  Maids., 
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e  h  a  p.  iy.  • 

•  # 

On  the  Stints  wfa  bate  written  Panegyrics 
on  Virgi*ity~St.  Jtbanafius* 

AS  many  moft  eminent  fathers  of  the 
church  appear  to  have  contended  for 
the  palm  of  eloquence  on  this  tempting 
ground,  and  fucceflively  exerted  all  their 
powers  of  perfuafion  ia  magnifying  the 
merits  of  virginity,  1  intend  to  give  a  little 
(ketch  of  their  refpe&ive  compofitions>  in 
chronological  order. — The  next  holy  en- 
comiaft,  who  feems  to  have  honoured  the 
canonical  virgins  with  an  exprefs  panegyric, 
is  die  celebrated  Athanafius,  who  became 
bifhop  of  Alexandria  in  the  year  326. 
Though  we  find>  in  the  printed  works  of 
this  iiluftrious  faint,  a  little  treatife  in  praife 
of  virginity,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
moft  judicious  of  the  Catholic  critics  will 
.  not  allow  this  to  be  the  genuine  produ&ioa 

7  .     •? 
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of  Athanafius.  It  confifts  of  good  advice 
to  the  pious  virgin  on  the  articles  of  drefs 
and  prayer ;  it  exhorts  her  never  to  plunge 
her  whole  body  into  water,  nor  to  take  even 
the  liberty  of  looking  at  herfelf  when  fhe  is 
naked. 

In  {peaking  of  holy  meditation,  Athana- 
fius, or  whoever  the  author  may  be>  has  a 
paflage  that  (hikes  me  as  fublime :  "  Re- 
€€  member,' '  fays  he,  rt  the  twelfth  hour ; 
cc  for  in  that  our  Savicfur  defcended  intp 
cc  hell  i  hell  Ihuddered  in  beholding  him, 
€c  and  cried  aloud,  Who  is  he  that  cometh 
cc  with  great  power?  who  is  he  that  tram- 
"  pleth  on  the  brazen  portals  of  hell,  and 
€€  unbindeth  the  chain  of  my  captives  ?" 

In  the  clofe  of  this  treatife,  after  deliver- 
ing  many  precepts  in  a  very  clear  and  fimple 
ftyle,  the  author  breaks  forth  into  a  fervid 
and  magnificent  panegyric  on  virginity, 
which  he  calls  a  precious  pearl,  no(  vlfible 
to  the  multitude,  and  found  only  by  few  *. 

O  a  He 
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He  concludes  with  the  following  remarkable 
ertpreffion :  "  Thefe  things  have  I  written 
"  to  thee,  my  dear  lifter,  thou  dancing  girt 
"  of  Cbrift*."  The  learned  Dupinconfi- 
ders  this  indecent  metaphor  as  a  proof  that 
the  trearife  in  queftion  is  not  the  genuinr 
work,  of  Athanafius. 

But  if  fuch  an  argument  were  fufficient 
to -prove  a  faint  not  the  author  of  produc- 
tions afcribed  to  him,  the  whole  band  of 
faintly  writers  might  be  ahnoft  reduced  to 
nothing,  finde  the  zeal  of  the  Catholic  fa- 
thers, even  when  they  are  praifmg  conti- 
nence, is  very  apt  to  hurry  them  into  the 
ufe  of  an  indelicate  or  voluptuous  image. 

If  the  treatife  in  queftion  is  not,  in  truth, 
a  work  of  Athanafios,  it  contains,  however, 
fuch  fentiments  on  the  fubjeft  as  he  is 
known  to:  have  profeued1.  In  one  unques- 
tioned production  of  this  illuftrious  faint, 
there  is  a  paffage  which  not  only  fhews  his 
unbounded "  refpecT:  for  virginity,   but  ex- 

•  She***.  Xj.™,. 
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plains  to  us,  in  fome  degree,  the  reafon  of 
that  extraordinary  and  indefatigable  ardour 
with  which  the  fathers  in  general  allured 
the  young  females  of  their  time  into  an 
eternal  abftinence  from  wedlock. 

In  the  clofe  of  hi$  apology  to  the  empeVor 
Conftan  tiu  s,  the  fpirited  Athanafius  inveighs 
with  great  indignation  againfl:  the  grofs  in- 
juries jyhich  the  religious  viigins  had  Of- 
fered from  their  Arian  perfecutdrs  $  and  he 
introduces  his  animated  invedtive  againft 
the  brutality  of  thefe  ruffians,  by  a  fliort 
but  fignificant  encomiym  bo  the  virgi- 
nity which  they  infultecj.  ^  The  Catholic 
church,"  fays  the  indignant  faint,  "  is  ac- 
cuftomed  to  call  the  females,  .who  pof- 
fefs  this  virtue,  the  fpoufes  of  Ghrift ;  and 
c  eveo  the  Gentiles  look  upon  them  with 
wonder,  as  the  temple  of  the  Word\ 
"  for  in  no  other  fed:  is  the  venerable  and 
"  heavenly  profeflion  juftly  fupported,  but 
among  us  Chriitians  alone;  and  this, 
therefore >  is  a  great  and  particular  evidence, 

O  3  <c  that 
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«  that  with  us  there  is  ajfuredly  the  true  re* 
«  iigion*:9 

We  can  no  longer  wonder  at  the  eager- 
nefs  of  the  fathers  to  increafe  the  multitude 
of  monadic  virgins,  .when  we  find  they 
could  thus  produce  them  as  an  argument  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  Chriftianity.    Hiftory, 
perhaps,  can  hardly  fhew  us  a  more  lament- 
able abufe  of  reafon  than  this,  by  which  an 
inftitution,  certainly  inconfiftent  with  the 
general  good  of  mankind,  and  of  courfe 
inconfiftent  with  the  genuine  fpirit  and  prin- 
ciples of  our  benevolent  religion,  is  un- 
worthily called  a  ftrong  evidence  of  its 
truth- 
It  is  plain,  from  this  paffage,  that  Atha- 
nafius  gave  little  or  no  credit  to  profeflions 
of  virginity  among  the  heathen;  and  his 
afTcrtion,  to  confider  it  in  a  more  ludicrous 

Sanlt.  Athanaf. 
Vol.  i.  p.  698.  edit.  Colon.  1686. 
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light,  is  certainly  uncandid  towards  the  Pa- 
£an  Old  Maids.  Some  fucceeding  faints, 
in  their  encomiums  on  virginity,  have 
treated  thefe  ancient  ladies  with  a  more  li- 
beral refpeft,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  courfe  of 
our  enquiries.  I  will  clofe  this  chapter  by 
obferving,  that  a  faint  of  Alexandria,  who 
wrote  many  years  before  Athanaftus,  allows 
that  a  female  fociety  exifted  among  the  In- 
dians, "  who  continued  virgins,,  were  called 
Venerabjey  and  feemed,  by  ftudying  the 
ftars,  to  acquire  the  powers  of  diving 
"  tionV 

•  St.  Clement  of  Alexandria,  in  the  3d  book  of 
his  Stromata,  or  Mifcellanies,  page  539  of  the  Oxford 
ItditioiL 
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CHAP.    V. 
On  Saint  Bafil,  and  bis  Panegyric  en  Vtr- 

* 

AMONG  the  many  ccclcfiaftical  wri- 
ters of  die  fourth  century,  there  is 
no  character  more  eminent  than  St.  Bafil, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  bifhoprrc  of  Csefarea 
in  369.  He  has  been-  diftinguifhed  by  the 
appellation  of  Great,  and  has  received,  per- 
haps, a  ftill  higher  tide,  in  being  called  the 
Chriftian  Demofthenes. 

In  the  works  of  this  eloquent  faint,  we 
have  a  long  and  elaborate  difcourfe  on  the 
incorruptible  perfection  of  virginity.  He  pro-: 
fefles,  in  the  opening  of  this  difcourfe, 
which  is  addreffed  to  an  epifcopal  brother, 
to  draw  a  large  and  complete  picture  of 
true  virginity  at  full  length;  and  this  pic- 
ture I  fhall  now  attempt  to  copy,  but  in 
the  fize  of  a  miniature. 

Saint 
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Saint  Bad  begins,  by  aflerting  the  great 
excellence  of  virginity :  and,  to  explain  this 
confummate  excellence,  as  he  fays,  in  a 
fingle  fentence,  he  affirms,  it  is  by  this 
virtue  alone  that  a  human  being  can  re- 
ferable God.  As  this  is  the  prime  idea,  on 
which  almqft  all  the  fathers  have  grounded 
their  exceffive  praifcs  of  monadic  celibacy, 
I  {hall  digrefs  into  one  obfervation  con- 
cerning it. — Although  this  idea  had  cer- 
tainly a  very  dazzling  effeft,  when  embel- 
liihed  by  faintly  eloquence;  yet,  if  juftly 
examined,  it  exhibits,  to  a  mind  not  tinc- 
tured with  fuperftition,  a  very  ludicrous 
abfurdity ;  for  in  truth  it  is  faying,  that  a 
human  being  can  only  refemble  the  great 
Author  of  all  things,  by  producing  nothing. 
Surely  it  would  be  more  confiftent,  both 
with  reafon  and  piety,  to  fay,  that  if  human 
weaknefs  may  in  any  degree  afpire  to  an 
humble  refemblance  of  the  Divine  nature,  it 
muft  be  in  the  tender  and  faithful  difcharge 
of  thofe  duties  which  belong  to  the  paren- 
tal chara&er.— But  I  return  to  St.  Bafil. 

Having 
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Having  affcrted  the  infinite  value  of  vir- 
ginity, he  copioufly  enumerates  the  many 
dangers,  to  which  fo  precious  and  delicate  I 
treafure  is  expofed.    lie  fully  explains  to 
the  pious  virgin  how  an  infidknis  enemy 
may  encroach  on  her  unfufpe&ing  inno- 
cence, through  the  avenues  of  her  five  fenfai 
He  dwells  on  the  peculiar  perils  that  belong 
to  each;  and  explains  how  the  gratification 
of  her  palate,  though  apparently  uupcent, 
may  infenfibly  lead  her  to  the  lofe  of  her 
chaftity.  He  obferves,  that  our  nature  con- 
fids  of  a  rational  and  irrational  part ;  that 
the  Creator  has  made  man  like  a  centaur  % 
giving  him  a  manly  form  from  the  head  to 
the  bread,  and  afligning  to  his  lower  half 
the  nature  of  a  bead.     St.  Bafil  proceeds  to 
(hew  the  neceffity  of  keeping  this  inferior 
divifion  of  the  human  frame  in  perfeft  fub- 
je&ion  to  the  fuperior  and  more  noble  part; 
and  this,  he  fays,  is  chiefly  to  be  cfFcftedby 

*  &?«-«£  Tiro,  xirr»L'£oi>  ov*Qti<;  o  Ju^ttf^yo;  cXot  tw  *" 

^wxor,  &c.  Sanct  Bafil,  de  vera  Virginitatt, 

torn.  i.  p.  615. 
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refilling  to  indulge  the  palate  with  any  fa- 
roury  viands. — Having  expatiated  on  the 
dangers  arifing  from  the  fenfe  of  tailing,  he 
proceeds  to  the  mod  perilous  of  all,  the 
fenfe  of  feeling ;  and  on  this  point  he  feems 
to  think  it  impoffible  to  arm  the  virgin  with 
too  peat  a  degree  of  caution, — "  Since," 
exclaims  the  faint,  u  there  is  a  fire  in  all 
l€  our  limbs,  thofe  who  wifh  to  preferve  the 
t€  body  entirely  free  from  burning,  muft 
*  avoid  the  touch  of  every  limb,  left  the 
*c  energy  of  this  fire,  refiding  in  parts, 
rc  fhould  be  thus  communicated,  not  only 
to  the  part  which  has  been  touched,  but 
to  the  whole  body,  and  to  the  very  foul 
f€  itfelf.  As  the  throwing  of  a  ftone  into  a 
%t  refcrvoir  does  not  only  agitate  that  part 
€€  of  the  water  on  which  the  ftone  fell,  but, 
"  railing  circles  one  after  another,  drives 
f<  diem  with  a  continual  agitation  to  the 
**  very  margin — fo  an  amorous  glance  or  a 
"  fpeech,  containing  the  fweets,  of  licen-  . 
%i  tious  pleafure,  being  vehemently  thrown, 
*€  as  it  were,  into  the  foul  of  a  virgin,  as 

cc  into 
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"  into  clear  water,  awakening  other  amo. 
"  rous  ideas,  as  in  the  deep,  agitates  her 
■*  whole  frame,  which  is  ftruck  according 
"  to  the  fancy  of  the  ftriker." 

I  have  tranflated  this  figurative  pafiage, 
not  only  as  a  fpecimen  of  St.  Bafil's  elo' 
tjuence,  but  becaufe  it  contains  a  remark- 
able fimile,  which  occurs  no  lefs  than 
three  times,  as  Dr.  Warton  has  obferved, 
in  the  writings  of  Pope.  Whether  he  bor- 
rowed it  from  St.  Bafil,  or  not,  I  fliall  leave 
to  the  decifion  of  the  critics,  only  tran- 
fcribing  thofe  lines  of  the  poet  which  hare 
the  ftrongeft  appearance  of  being  copiqj 
from  the  expreffions  of  the  faint. 

As  on  thefinootb  expanfe  vf  cryftai  lakes 
The  finking  fione  at  firfi a  circle  makes, 
The  trembling  furf ace,  by  the  motion  ftirr'd, 
Spreads  in  afecond  circle*  then  a  third; 
Wide  and  more  wide  the  floating  rings  advaxci, 
Fill  all  the  watery  plain,  and  to  the  *vrj* 
dance. 

Temple  of  Fame,  ver.  436- 
To 
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To  proceed  with  St.BafiL— His  difcourfe 
s  fall  of  metaphorical  ornaments — he  calls 
he  fenfes  the  windows  of  the  foul, €C  which/' 
ays  he,  ™  either  opens  thefe  windows,  like 
c  a  chafte  woman,  with  care  and  modera- 
c  tion,  to  admit  ufeful  light,  or  looks  out 
c  of  them  like  a  harlot,  to  gaze  on  every 
:c  Kcentious  fpedtacle,  and  difplay  her  own 
JC  wanton  vivacity." — Having  fhewn  the  nc- 
:effity  of  fecuring  thefe  windows  with  many 
bolts,  he  points  out  to  the  pious  virgin  the 
daagers  that  may  attend  her  in  fcenes  of 
nuptial  feftivity,  and  unreferved  converfa-» 
tion.     He  tells  her,  that  the  difcourfe  of  a 
virgin  fhould  not  only  be  extremely  pure# 
it  fliould  alfo  be  moderate ;  fhe  fhould  ra- 
ther incline  to  hear  others  than  to  fpeak 
herfelf ;  and,  to  prove  the  juftice  of  this 
maxim,  the  faint  obferves,  that  nature  has 
given  her  two  ears,  and  only  one  tongue* 
He  excites  her  to  the  contemplation  and  the 
love  of  her  celeftial  fpoufe,  with  a  magnifi- 
cence of  language  highly  calculated  to  dazzle 
and  to  inflame  every  female  enthufiaft.  He* 

expatiates 


he  relates  a  marvellous 
rical  eunuch  and  a  can 
ftory,  though  related  b 
too  grofs  for  the  chaft 
age;  but  1  may  be  al 
feint's  reafon  for  recor 
acquaints  us  with  the 
time. 

"  "We  are  entitled, 
fays  the  faint,  "  for  r 
"  lars,  as  we  mention 
"  the  virgin  on  her  | 
"  thofe  bufy  eunuchs 
"  the  church,  fince  it 
«  troduftiOn  is  the 
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very  curious  account  of  their  dangerous 
imbecility,  and  illuftrates  it  with  fome  in- 
genious fimilies,  which  I  forbear  to  infert, 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  wounding  the  ex- 
treme delicacy  of  the  fifterhood ;  indeed  the 
feint  himfelf,  apprehenfive  that  fome  fe- 
males might  be  ftartled  at  his  mode  of 
handling  his  ftibjeft,  introduces  an  apology, 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  tranflate,  with 
fome  abridgment,  both  for  his  fake  and  my 
pwn.-r-cc  Let  no  one,"  fays  St.  Bafil,  "  ob- 
€€~}c&  to  this  difcourfe,  as  improper  for  the 
u  nyxlefty  of  a  virgin,  from  its  difcuffing 
too  deeply  the  formation  of  man;  for  in 
the  firft  place,  there  is  no  mature  vir- 
gin To  filly  as  to  be  ignorant  of  apy  thing 
cc  belonging  to  him,  out  of  whofe  fide  fhc 
€€  was  taken.  Her  very  limbs,  without  in- 
"  ftruftion,  are  all  acquainted  with  the  va- 
€t  rious  purpofes  of  nature  i  and  her  lips 
a  know  their  office  in  affairs  of  love*«r 

.    *  Tar*  x*1**  ,4^l?  "  *•**  i£«7t*©K  vyn  «»    mfvx* 
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ct  We,  therefore,  are  not  to  be  accufed,  if 
"  on  this  occafion  we  have  unfolded  fuch 
"  matters  as  are  by  no  means  unknown  to 
"  virgins,  though  regarded  by  diem  with  a 
*'  neccffary  filence.  And  fecondly,  If  they 
**  are  really  ignorant  of  man's  nature,  left 
"  this  ignorance  ftiould  itfelf  be  an  intro- 
"  dudtion  to  fin,  we  are  juftified  in  explain- 
"  ing  to  them  that  nature,  for  their  own 
"  fecurity." — The  faint,  having  expatiated 
on  all  the  rigid  duties  of  monaftic  virginity, 
addrefles  the  biihop,  to  whom  his  difcourfe 
is  inferibed ;  and  concludes  by  obferving, 
that  continence  is  the  only  effectual  cauftic 
to  fear  and  deftroy  the  multiplying  hydra  of 
licentious  defire. 


CHAP. 


OLD     MAIDS.         20) 


CHAP..  VI. 

On  St.  Gr&wy  Nazianzen,  and  bis  Poem  in 
Praife  of  Virginity  .—On  fome  Latin  Poets 
of  the  dark  Ages>  who  have  written  on  the 
fame  Subjelf. 

THE- next  holy  encomiaft  of  virginity 
may  undoubtedly  be  confidered  as 
die  moft  extraordinary  perfon  that  ever  re- 
flected luftre  on  the  annals  of  the  church  ; 
for  he  united  two  charafters  in  himfelf, 
which  fome  morofe  critics  of  modern  times 
have  fuppofed  incompatible,  and  was  both  a 
faint  and  a  poet.  I  mean  the  illuftribus 
Gregory  Nazianzen,  the  friend  of  the  great 
St.  Bafd ;  whofe  epitaph  he  has  written,  in 
fome  of  the  moft  affeftionate  and  pathetic 
verfes  that  friendfhip  ever  infpired $  a  com- 
pofition  that  does  the  more  honour  to  this 
canonized  poet,  as  Bafil  htfl  mortified  his 
ingenuous  pride,  by  placing  him  in  the 
Vot.  II.  P  wretched 


his  remarkable  life,  in 
fixty-two. 

Among  the  various 
fainted  bard,  we  hare 
giriity,  containing  ab 
verfes.  A  flight  fltetc 
I  iruft,  be  amufing  to 
readers.    It  opens  witl 

"  '  Our  f  alms,  yb-girit 

K  Frm  the  pure  heart 

"  Tefmgs  of p mrrl— 
"  Of  continence  is  life's 
"  Out-firinini  after,  in 
"  'Its  Ibis  that  titrfts 
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cc  And  lifts  the  bigb-afpiringfoul  to  Heaven. 
€C  j%fiftyye  cbafte  ones,  as  the  hymn  begins  •• 
*•  Tbevirtuous  all  bave  part  inVirtufspraife. 

«•  AU  bait,  Virginity  !  from  God  deriv'd, 
*'  Giver  ibyfelf  of  good  \  of  Innocence 
€C  &be  lovely  parent,  and  ajfociatefit 
«  For  the  unfetter*  dfanlKties  of  Heaven  V 

The  poet  proceeds  to  defcant  on  the 
heavenly  powers,  and  to  celebrate  the  vir- 
ginity of  the  angels.  He  then  touches  on 
the  evils  that  arifc  from  the  flefh,  giving  a 
fhort  account  of  the  firft  formation  of  man* 
and  the  Incarnation  of  Chrift  j  he  con^ders 
pur  Saviour  as  coming  to  inflxuft  die  world 
in  the  principles  and  practice  of  true  virgi- 
nity* cc  *  comiitipn,"  fays  the  poetical  f^int, 
<c  as  much  fuperior  to  marriage  as  heaven 
ic  is  to  earth,  and  a  Divinity  to  a  mortal.-* 

After  thus  magnifying  the  merits  of  con- 
tinence, the  poet  indulges  himfelf  in  (bold 
and  fpirited  perfonification.  He  introduces 
Marriage  and  Celibacy  pleading  in  oppo- 

P  %  fition 
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fition   to  each  other  j— Marriage   fpejiks 

firft,  and  the  poet  feems  to  aft  fairly,  by 

throwing  into  this  harangue  many  forcible 

'arguments  in  its  favour;  but,  as  I  am  un- 

willing  to  trefpafs  on  the  patifcnee  of  my 

readers,  and  apprehend  that  fome  of  diem 

may  not  relifh  a  very  prolix  fpecimen'fhxn 

the  poetry  of  a  faint,  I  fhall  only  tranflate 

the  verfes  in  which  Virginity  is  introduced 

as  replying  to  Marriage,  and  a  few  of  the 

moft  ftriking  paffages  in  her  fpeedu 

€€  *  Thus  Marriage. — fben,  with  mild  and 
"  modeftbrow, 
IK  tatter 'd  garments,  and  with  naked  feet, 
With  eyes  to  earth  declined,  with  parting  lips 

fc  Half  open  held  by  diffidence,  and  cheeks 
Where  the  pure  blood  diffused  a  pious  glow} 
Virginity  within  her  looferid  veil 
Hid  her  meek  countenance,  ^  and  mute  re* 
t€  mainyd. 

u  Her  let  me  thus  encourage  with  due prat/e!^ 


Tom  yft/uof,  8cc: 


€€ 
€€ 
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€e  Offspring  of  Heaven!  and  rich  in  heavenly 

power, 
"  Mix'd  with  the  choir  of  angels,  though  on 
cc  earth 
Oft  deigning  to  appear,  in  earthly  Jh ape- 
Speak  here  in  thy  defence!  while  by  thy  fide 
I  ft  and  thy  guard;  for,  Heavcn-defcended 
€€  queen  ! 
€€  Tome  thou  camft, and  ever  may9 ft  thou  come, 
€t  Kindly  attentive  to  thy fervant' sprayer!" 

"  Whofummons  me  reluftant  to  tbisfcene? 
•cc  Me,  ever  bent  toferve  my  heavenly  Lord 
€€  In  daily  labour,  and  with  nightly  fong, 
cc  With  purifying  prayer,  and  tears  that  flow 
*  To  wajh  out  my  offences  ?  whoprefumes 
"  To  call  me  from  tbe/epure  and  pious  tafks, 
€t  To  idle  conteft,  and  a  war  of  words?" 

With  this  vindication  of  her  own  hal- 
lowed dignity,  Virginity  begins  her  reply; 
profefling  to  difregard  the  opinions  of  men, 
fhe  declares  that  (he  would  not  conde- 
fcend  to  anfwer  her  antagonift,  did  flie  not 
tremble 
,  ^  P5  -Left 


»0 


2,4         SSSAY      T>  H" 

*  — « l^>«f  towririrtl 

«*  And  fluttering  in  mid  air,  on  the  -new  f fames 
«  Of  caUote  t^iMbtmd,  JbtmU  qui^kfy-Jbii 
*  to  earth,  the  viSim  of  this  artful  lure" 

On  this  confideration  fhe  enters  on  a 
long  attempt  to  refute  all  the  arguments 
which  had  been  alledged  by  Marriage,  her 
perfuafive  opponent.  She  begihs,  fay  a 
fubtle  diftin&ion,  to  invalidate  the  pica  of 
Utility  and  delight  arifing  from  the  pro- 
duction of  children :  (he  affirms,  that 
parents  are  parents  only  of  the  bodies,  hot 
fhe  minds,  of  their  offspring;  and  as  a 
proof  of  this,  fhe  afferts,  that  they  only  lar 
ment  the  bodily  infirmities,  and  hot  die 
mental  diforders,  of  their  progeny. 

This  fatirical  reflection  on  parental  folly 
hardly  affords  fbfficient  ground  for  the  infe- 
rence which  the  fair  pleader  wifhes  to  draw 
from  itj  but  Virginity  begins  to  argue  witty 

TUtfitnm  Mwnjxrof  i  vi  irrifor  •*$!{•  imp*? 
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more  found  rcafon,  and  with  more  poetical 
Spirit  atfo,  when  fee  exolaams, 

"  What  mortal  can  depend  on  giving  birth  ' 
"  Tofucb  an  offspring  as  his  heart  dejires! 
"  For  who  can  tell. the  Jeer et,  how  to  plant 
cc  The  child  of  happy  or  unhappy  growth?— 
u  The  painter  draws  the  image  Jbe  beholds 
u  In  his  juft  portraiture ;  the  Jculptor  's  hand 
f€  Fully  commands  Similitude  of  form, 
€€  And  dufiile  gold  obeys  hisplaftic  will; 
"  From  perfect  feed  the  happy  farmer  rears 
€C  ttbeperfeS  grain,  that  aitfwers  to  bis  hope: 
"  But  the  vain  mortal,  who  would  leave  on 

"  earth 
u  A  copy  ofhimfelf  (however  great 
€€  His  own  integrity),  cannot  decide 
cc  Whether  his  genial  efforts  may  produce 
u  A  Judas  or  a  Paul. 

'*  No — infants  are  not  moulded  to  the  wijb 
**  Of  a  fond  parent }  but,nsmewbof$eks 
y  Amufement  in  the  turning  of  the  dice, 
*  fbrvws  them,  uncertain  tybftbfr  >be  maj 
i%  throw 

P4  "4* 
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tf  An  odd  or  even  number-,  not  bis  band, 
"  But  the  vague  movements  of  the  dice  decide: 
cc  So  marriage  gives  not  birtb  to  good  or  bad 
cc  At  the  bare  option  of  its  votaries, 
«  But  as  tbejecret  laws,  or  the  caprice 
€C  Of  nature  may  determine" 

Having  thus  fliewn  the  uncertainty  of 
thofe  parental  delights,  on  which  Marriage 
appeared  to  pride  itfelf,  Virginity  proceeds 
to  a  magnificent  encomium  on  her  own 
fuperior  pleafures,  her  own  beauty  and  ex- 
cellence as  the  chafte  fpoufe  of  Chrift.  She 
then  enumerates  all  the  mifprics  that  can 
arife  frqpn  the  various  incidents  of  married 
life.  She  concludes  her  oration  by  exhorting 
all  who  regard  her  to  perfevere  in  a  (ingle 
ftate,  and  to  place  thcmfelves  in  Paradife  by 
the  merits  of  chaftity. 

The  poet  declares,  that  thofe  who  heard 
the  two  pleaders,  bcftowed  the  palm  on 
Virginity.  He  concludes  his  poem,  how- 
ever, in  a  manner  much  more  candid  than 
yre  might  have  expe&ed  from  one  paflage 

of 
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of  it,  in  which  Chrift  is  faid  to  have  been 
born  of  a  virgin,  that  marriage  might  Jink  to 
the  ground* ;  for,  in  the  three  laft  verfes  of 
this  Angular  compofition,  he  introduces  our 
Saviour  afting  as  a  kind  of  moderator  be- 
tween the  difputants,  by  fearing  Marriage 
on  his  left  hand,  and  Virginity  on  his 
right* ' 

It  is  not  in  this  panegyric  alone  that  our 
poetical  faint  has  exprefled  his  afleftion  to 
virginity :  he  has  written  poems  of  admo- 
nition to  virgins,  containing  many  hundred 
varies.  The  points  he  chiefly  recommends . 
are,  plainnefs  of  apparel,  and  a  difpofition  to 
folitude  and  filence.  He  encourages  his  dif- 
ciples  to  triumph  over  all  the  licentious 
palfions,  by  reminding  them  of  the  fuccefs 
frith  which  human  refolution  has  fubdued 
the  mod  furious  of  the  favage  beads ;  as  an 
example  of  this,  he  affirms,  that  he  has  feen 
a  man  riding  a  lion  like  a  horfe,  and  a  bear 

f  Onus  y*po{  if  ;g0or«  ri  wi*  • 
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appearing  to  fly  by  the  art  of  fab  cb*- 

dudtar** 

The  orations  cf  ibis  iitaftriaaa  vfioitr 
contain  aHb  many  proofs  of  hi*  jgccfibtf 
attention  to  the  irtfienafts  of  vwgmkji  tat 
the  tender  compaffion  with  which  Jie  oonfi- 
dered  the  iufferings  uf  the  fifterhood,aandEr 
the  apoftatc  Julian,  feems  to  have  rendcaed 
him  too  credulousi  ia  his  firft  inwedfive 
ugainft  that  deluded  monarch,  Jie 
account  of  fome  outrages  infli&ed  on 
tian  virgins,  too  horrid  to  be  related  in  this 
work,  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  too  favage  tt 

be  true. 

* 

When  we  refleft  on  the  wanm  heart  and 
the  elegant  genius  of  this  holy  bard,  we 
cannot  but  regret  that  The  did  not  live  ma 
period  more  propitious  to  the  cultivatta) 
and  the  difplay  of  his  many  amiabletalcnts. 

As  I  have  devoted  this  chapter  to  mfoe* 
tied  encomiaft  of  chaftky,  3  fhall  here 
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break  &rttfgh  the  chronological  line  which 
I  intended  to  obfertre,  for  the  fake  of  exhi- 
biting, In  oftfe  pbiftt'ofview,  the  little  group 
of  poets  who  4faceff\ve&y  celebrated  this 
aiaidenly  ]*rfe&itfft. 

-Be  not  alamned/ftry  good  reader;  I  mean 
A6t  to  trouble  'thee  with  a  long  hiftory  d£ 
all  the  woeful  verfe,  which  the  idle  monks 
httve  fcribbledoh  die  coritinence  of  every 
feinted  abbefe ;  'for  though  their  fiftions 
«e  ofteh  bold,  their  poet ry  is  feldom  enter- 
feihmg. 

Allow  me,  however,  to  terminate  this 
volume  with  a  brief  account  of  the  mod 
remarkable  characters  in  the  monaftic  quire 
of  chafte  and  pious  bards,  who  re-echoed, 
through  the  dark  ages,  the  incefTant  .praife 
pf  virginity, 

The  firft  of  thefe,  both  in  perfonal  rank 
and'  in  point  of  time,  is  Sextus  Alcimus 
A vitus,  nephew  to  the  unfortunate  emperor 
of  that  name.  The  .poet  tfecame  arch- 
£>ifhop  of  Vienna,  ahd,  after- aftingHvttry 
J?ufy  and  important  part  in  thte  'Chriftfcm 

2  world, 
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world,  died,  with  a  great  reputation  Tor 
fen&ity,  in  the  year  525.  This  venerable 
bard  has  addrcffed  to  his  filler  Fufcina  a 
poetical  exhortation  to  monaftic  virginity ; 
a  ftate  to  which,  he  tells  us,  many  females  of 
his  family  had  been  devoted.  He  excites 
the  young  Fufcina  to  the  virtues,  that  may 
become  her  religious  character,  by  various 
examples;  and,  to  teach  her  a  brave  con- 
tempt for  unmerited  calumny,  he  relates 
the  following  very  lingular  anecdote;  which 
I  have  felefted,  as  the  only  amufing  paffage 
in  his  long  cpmpofition: 

•  Tlbe  world  has  echoed  with  Eugenia*  s  fame, 
Who  nobly  perijh'd  for  her  Saviour9 s  name; 
But,  ere  Jhe  gloried  in  a  martyr's  fate, 

Brave  was  her  heart,  and  her  atcbievements 

* 

great, 

Htr 

•  Eugenia  dudum  toto  celeberrima  mundo 

Famafuit,  Cbrifti  qua  cum  pro  nomine  <vitam 
Fuderit,  ante  tamtn  fortes  proceffit  in  aBus  ;      - 
Namque  habitum  mentita  <viri,  non  proinde  virile 
PeGue  pretficitur  fanfiis  a  frambui  alias. 

turn 
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Her/ex  difguijing  with  a  manly  air, 

She  liv'd  an  Abbot  in  a  boufe  of  prayer ; 

To  reverend  Monks  fie  taught  the  words  of 

truth, 
O'er  age  prefiding  in  the  bloom  of  youth. 
The  fiend  againft  her  fram'd  an  hellifh  plot, 
Her  life  to  threaten,  and  her  fame  to  blot  5 
But  by  her  innocence  and  modeft  care, 
The  latent  virgin  triumph' d  o'er  the  fnare. 
Beneath  the  habit  of  a  man  conceal' d, 
The  fad  fie  comforted,  the  fick  fie  beal'd; 

But 

Turn  pair  is  ojficium  complens,  ac  vefie  virile 
Fcemineum  occult ans  fexum,  muliebria  fprevit ,   ■* 
Et  meritis  annifque  graves,  longaque  verendos 
Religione  fenes  juvenili  rexit  in  avo. 
7*unc  re8i  impatient,  otnni  qui  tempore  firpens 
Mi  lie  dolos,  damnique  arte:  ter  mille  volutat, 
Invidet  Eugenia,  et  fanclum  crebrefcere  frendtns 
If  omen,  ad  ajfuetas  redit  undique  eallidus  artes, 
Eugeniam  quarens  vulgo  traducere  ;  <verum 
Quo  famam  violare  cupit,  petit  irrde  coronam. 
Qu*  fexum  mentita  pie,  cum  munia  patris 
S ancle  exerceret,  morbifque  levant  ademptis 
Qnotquot  fubftdium  fanSa  pietate  rogarent. 
Jamdudum  confeQtt  gravis  matron  a,  bonique 

Nominis, 
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But  foon>  deluded  by  her  manly  form, 
A  matron y  with  licentious  pqffitm  warm* 
<?Criedy  tbtf  in  agey  with  her  decaying  charm 
To  lure  the  youthful  Abbot  to  hep  emms. 
When  foHyd  (km.  few  wilt  hazard  each  w- 

Jbwpcel) 
The  old  and  defy er ate  dame  re/ilv'd  <m  force. 
On  her  tone  bed,  in  feign' d  dtforder  laid, 
She  begs  the  fancied  holy  father'*  aid-, 
And  as  he  comes,  with  charitable  pace, 
She  fprings  tofeize  him  in  a  tooth' d  embrace* 

fbe 

Nomints,  infano  qua  mox  aeeenditur  igm 
Virginis,  beufpecie  infelix  decepta  <uirili,   . 
Cumqut  pudicitiam  fan&am,  donifque  dolifqut 
Non/emel  in<vafamt  fruftra  capture,  nibilqut 
Pro/ore  ft  noffet  (quid  non  amor  impius  aufit  ?) 
Addere  *vim  'verbis  ftatuit ;  longeque  remotis 
Arbitris,  morbum  femnlans ,  morbique  U*vandi 
Eugeniam  caufa  appellans,  <vi  nititur  Mam 
Opprimere,  inque  fuos  invitam  adducere  nexus  : 
Ilia  autem  valido  ftuprum  clamare  repellent, 
Auxiliumque  pet  ens  magna  <virtut$  refiftit  ; 
Ergo  luxuriaque  fua  matrona  parania 
Complendiquc  expcs  mulier  maU  perdita  voti, 
Apatre  Eugenio  (qualem  dectpta  putabat 
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fbe  unknown  virgin  in  the  Abbot's  Jhape 
For  Juccour  cries,  andftruggles  to  if  cape. 
The  guilty  matron,  frantic  with  defpair, 
Frames  for  the  fancied frieft  an  hnptousfnare-, 
Father  Eugenius  (flu  proclaims  aloud, 
To  the  attentive  flander-loving  croud), 
Father  Eugenius,  with  a  brutal  aim, 
Has  tried  to  violate  her  fpotlefs  frame. 
To  public  juftice  Jbe  now  makes  appeal : 
The  elders  meet :  and  all,  with  curious  zeal, 
All  flock  impatient  to  tb'  amazing  caufe, 
Whofe  novelty  a  numerous  audience  draws. 
Eugenius  now  (for,  JIM  in  garb  the  fame, 
Thefecret  virgin  bears  that  manly  name) 

Appears 

Ob  mutatum  habitum  longa  ajfuetudine  plebes) 
•    Interpellatam  Jtupri  fe/e  impia  fingit : 

Inque  forum  voeat  innocuam,  quo  protinus  omnis 
*Turba  fenum  turbata  coit,  quo  Jen i que  cunfii 
Attomti  novitate  ret  matrefque  virique 
Currunt.     Inter ea  Eugenius  (fie  ne/cim  fanQam 
Matrem  twrba  <vocat)  fopulofp  eft  ante  tribunal, 
Caufam  di3uru$t  tarn  djri  cr minis,  intrat ; 
Et  jamjamque  reum  ficreti  ignara  tenebat 
Publica  *vis>  odio  tantuni  infiammata  finiftro  ; 

Con/cut. 
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Appears  againji  the  horrid  charge  to  plead, 
Bcliev'd  by  Envy  guilty  of  the  deed. 
Wheti)  with  that  pride  which  innocence  allow, 
Ihe  fancied  criminal  her  fraud  avows  : 
Aftdejhe  throws  her  well-fujtahtd  difgmje, 
Confefi  a  maiden  by  admiring  eyes. 
Tb9  applauding  populace  with  transport fee 
The  devil  defeated,  and  the  virgin  free. 
Thus  everfafe  true  CbaftUy  Jball  dwell, 
Secure  to  triumph  o9er  tbefnares  of  bell* 

Confcia  cum  fexus  proprii ,  eordifque  pmdici, 
Pencil  ur  ut  vine  at  jam  *virgo  innoxia  fraudem 
Et  fexum  oftendlt,  dudum  mentita  *virilcm, 
Fctmineum,  ac  fraudes  populo  applaudente  rttixit 
Dttmonis.—Ufque  adeo  cafti  cuftodia  vote 
Semper  tuta  motet,  mult  is  licet  aQa  proctitis. 

Alcimos  A  vitus 

ad  Fufcinam  Somen. 

The  copy  of  Avitus,  which  I  have  followed*  it 
printed  in  a  collection  of  the  old  ecclefiaftkal  poets, 
by  George  Fabric ius.  Bafil.  quarto.  I  mention  this 
circumftance,  becaufe  the  (lory  of  Eugenia  contains 
many  more  verfes  in  the  edition  of  Fabriciai,  than 
Mattaire  has  printed  in  his  Corpus  Poetamm  I* 
dborum. 


• 


OLD       MAIDS.       2*5 

The  Angular  adventure  of  this  female 
abbot  will,  1  think,  induce  my  reader  to 
wifh  for  a  few  more  particulars  relating  to 
fo  interefting  a  perfonage ;  and,  by  the  aid 
of  that  pious  and  gallant  hiftorian  of  holy 
virgins,  Arthur  du  Monftief ,  I  am  enabled 
to  add,  that  Eugenia  was  the  daughter  of 
Philip,  a  Roman  of  high  rank,  who  was 
prsefeft  of  Alexandria  in  the  reign  of  Corn- 
modus.  She  was  diftinguilhed  by  her  per- 
fonal  beauty,  and  adorned  with  every  men- 
tal accomplifhment :  her  application  to  li- 
terature was  great;  her  memory  uncommon- 
ly retentive ;  and  fhe  was  equally  eloquent 
in  the  Greek  and  Latin  language.  With 
thefe  attra&ions,  at  the  age  ot  fifteen  fhe 
was  demanded  in  marriage  by  Aquilius,  the 
fon  of  Aquilius  the  conful ;  but  the  young 
Eugenia,  being  converted  to  Chriftianity, 
made  her  efcape  privately  from  her  heathen 
parents,  and,  difguifing  herfelf  in  the  habit 
of  a  man,  took  refuge  ih  a  religious  houfe, 
not  far  from  Alexandria.  Here  fhe  met 
with  the  remarkable  occurrences  recorded 
Vat.  IL  ■  <L  »' 
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in  the  poetry  of  AvitUs.  It  is  laid  that  (he 
convened  both  her  parents  to  her  new  re- 
ligion; that  her  father  fuffered  martyr- 
dom »  and  that  Eugenia  herfelf,  returning  to 
Rome  with  her  mother,  whofe  name  was 
Claudia,  experienced  the  fame  faje,  in  the 
reign  of  Gallienus.— Such  is  the  account 
given  of  Eugenia  in  the  curious  work  of 
Du  Monftier,  intitled,  Sacrum  Gynecaeum, 
a  pious  biographical  treafure,  containing  alt 
the  fan&ified  females  of  the  Chriftian  world. 
Her  merits  are  celebrated  by  almoft  every 
writer  who  has  touched  upon  the  Catholic 
virgins ;  and  her  name  is  mentioned  with 
honour  by  two  fucceeding  Latin  poets,  of 
whom  I  am  now  to  fpeak. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  Venantius  Forttf- 
natus,  a  poet  on  whofe  hiftory  I  enter  the 
more  willingly,  as  it  is  connected  with  that 
of  a  fair  lady,  who,  if  fhe  were  an  OkJ 
Maid,  as  fome  of  her  biographers  have  af- 
fctfed,  was  undoubtedly  among  the  moft 
semarkable  of  the  fifterhood,  being  at  once 
a  queen  and  a  faint,  a  virgin  and  a  wife. 

This 


old    maids,     itf 

This  lingular  perfonage  was  the  lovely  prin- 
cefs  Radegunda;  who,  being  taken  pri- 
foner  in  her  infancy  by  Clotaire,  king  of 
the  Franks,  was  married  in  Soiflbns,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  and  in  the  year  538,  to  that 
favage  hero,  the  deftrbyer  of  her  father's 
kingdom,  and  the  aflaflin  of  her  brother. 
This  unfortunate  princefs  is  tiniverfally  dc- 
fcribed  as  a  model  of  beauty  j  but  her  per- 
ioral charms  were  furpafled  by  her  piety* 
She  wore  an  under  veft  of  hair-cloth,  and 
loaded  her  delicate  body  with  a  chain  of 
iron.  Du  Monftier  affirms,  that  although 
lhe  lived  a  few  years  with  the  king  her  Huf- 
band,  fhe  obtained  from  that  amorous  mo- 
narch die  privilege  of  remaining  a  virgin. 
The  more  modern  author  of  that  amufing 
book,  inritled  "Anecdotes  of  the  Queens  of 
France  *,"  is  inclined  to  prove  the  falfhood 
of  this  problematical  fad,  by  the  expref- 

fion*  of  her  firft  bidgraphers^jpyho  defcribe 
« 
*  Anecdotes  des  Rcinei  ct  Regents  de  France, 
6  torn,  1776. 

Qji  her 
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her  as  riling  early  from  the  bed  of  the  king. 
But  without  venturing  to  decide  on  fo  nice 
a  queftion,  I  (hall  proceed  in  the  more  cer- 
tain hiftory  of  Radegunda.— After  refiding 
three  years  with  Clotaire,  (he  obtained  hi* 
permiffion  to  retire ;  and,  founding  an  abbey 
at  Poitiers,  flie  enjoyed  in  it  all  the  tran- 
quil pleafures  of  religious  retirement.    She 
poffeffed  an  affe&ion  for  literature^  and  (he 
was  happy  in  the  fociety  of  two  of  the  moft 
eminent  anthors  of  that  age,  Gregory  bilhop 
of  Tours,  the  hiftorian,  and  Fortunatus  the 
poet,  who  had  the  honour  of  being  fecretary 
to  the  pious  Radegunda,  and  was  promoted 
to  th€  bifhopric  of  Poitiers. 

Fortunatus  was  an  Italian,  of  an  elegant 
mind  and  infinuating  manners :  ft  was  pro- 
bably to  flatter  the  chafte  fancy  of  his  royal 
miftrefs,  that  he  compofed  his  Angular  poem 
€t  On  a  celeftial  Synod,  and  the  Virtue  of 
Virginity*."      This   performance   opens 

*  De  Sen  at  a  Quris  caeleftis,  et  Virtute  Virginitatis 

Fortunati  Poem.  Lib.  7. 

with 
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with  a  full  convocation  of  all  the  eminent 
heavenly  virgins  and  martyrs;  when  they 
are  afiembled  before  the  throne  of  God, 
the  voice  of  the  Divinity  announces  his  de- 
fign  of  rewarding  the  pious  and  chafte  paf- 
fion  of  an  earthly  maiden,  and  defcribes 
the  holy  tendernefs  and  ardour  with  which 
fhe  panted  for  a  celeftial  fpoufe.  The 
verfes  that  include  this  defcription  are  re- 
markably fpirited  and  elegant,  for  the  age  in 
which  they  were  compofed :— the  maiden  is 
reprcfented  as  thus  venting  the  fond  enthu- 
fiafm  of  hef  foul : 

*'  Tell  me,  where  art  thou,  whom  I  die  to  fee! 
Where  is  the  latent  road  that  leads  to  thee  ? 
How  would  Ibafte  my  foul's  defire  to  meet, 
Could  ft arry  paths  fupport  my  pendent  feet  I 

Now 

*  Die  ubifes  quern  expeQo  gemens,  qua  te  urbe  requiram, 
Quavefiquar,  nulls* /emit a  not  a  loeis  : 
Ipfa  venire  velim  proper  cms,  fi  poffit in  aftris 

Pendulajydtream  plant  a  tenere  <viam. 

flunefime  te  fufcis  graviter  nox  incubat  alis% 

Jpfaqui  file  means  eft  mibi  caca  dies. 

0^3  lilia, 
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Now  without  thee  1  feel  afftrfffh^ydgbt^ 
And  dprk  to  w  the  Juris  wuridum,  light* 
In  vain  tie  ricbeft  flowers  their.  fi*gr*m 

Jbedi 
For  all  tbefwepts  of  earth  to  m  are  JkeuL 
Qach  faffing  cloud  to  fee t  the*  Lfftrfue 
For  love  dirtfts  to  heaven  agr.  tpaaderk§ 

view: 

■ 

Ihfejs  tbeftorm  on  rqbicb  thyfrtf  fame  trod* 

4fld  afk  the  winds  wktre  I  may  find  ny  God* 

Having  proclaimed  the  merits  of  this  chafte 
and  fervent  devotee,  the  facred  voice  de- 
clares, that  flie  fhall  poflefs  the  fanftity  flie 
defires;  and  her  name  is  inrolled  in  the 
eternal  regiftcr*.  The  poet  proceeds  to 
tell,  how  the  newly-confecratcd  virgin  is  dc« 

Lilia,  narciJfuSy  <uiol#,  rofa,  nardus,  omentum, 
QbleQant  amimos  genuine  nulla  nuos. 

Vt  te  amfpiciam  perjtngula  nubila  pendo, 
Et  <vaga  per  nebulas  lumina  due  it  amor 

Eece  procellofos  fufpe&a  interrogo  wntos, 
Quid  mibi  de  Domino  nunciet  aura 


•  Nomcn  perpctuo  fcribitur  indc  librb. 

cento) 
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corated  with  all  the  jewels  of  heaven  s  he 
affirms,  however,  that  the  chafte  and  humble 
virtues  are  her  beft  ornaments:  he  magni- 
fies the  excellence  of  virginity  compared  to 
the  miferies  of  a  married  life;  and  he  con- 
cludes with  a  prayer,  addreffing  the  whole 
poem  to  the  chafte  and  pious  Agnes,  whom 
his  royal  miftr-efs  Radegunda  had  raifed  to 
die  dignity  of  abbefs,  in  the  religious  houfe 
which  flic  herfelf  had  founded.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  a  groundlefs  conjecture,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  Fortunatus  com- 
pofed  this  poem  with  in6nite  art,  intending 
an  oblique  and  concealed  compliment  to  the 
problematical  virginity  of  Radegunda  her- 
felf, though  in  the  clofe  he  addrefles  hhnfelf 
to  Agnes  as  the  virgin,  who  h$d  thus  made 
a  kind  of  holiday  in  heaven-  My  conjec- 
ture arifes  from  the- following  remarkable 
circumftances ; — In  the  long  defqiption  of 
this  celeftial  cerembfly,  the  name  of  thS  vir- 
gin, fo  interefting  to  all  the  powers  of  hea- 
ven, is  not  once  mentioned,  although  it  9  is 
{gpd  to  be  inferibed  in  the  eternal  volume. 

a*  This 
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This  Angular  omiflion  perfuades  me,  that 
the  poet  wiflied  to  compliment  fome  lady  as- 
a  virgin  of  uncommon  fanftity,  whom  h* 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  name.  His  cold 
manner  of  addrefling  the  poem  to  Agnes, 
appeals  to  me  as  a  kind  of  mafk  to  his  real 
intention.  Bcfides,  there  are  fome  paffages, 
in  his  enthufiaftic  defcription  of  the  chafte 
female  fo  highly  honoured  by  Heaven,  which 
do  not  agree  with  the  condition  of  Agnes, 
and  may  be  applied  with  an  elegant  pro- 
priety to  his  royal  miftrefs  Radegunda.  Af- 
ter defcribing  this  anonymous  virgin  as  de- 
corated with  a  long  catalogue  of  celeftial 
jewels,  the  poet  exclaims ; 

*  Deck'd  with  thefe  gems  a  heavenly  queen 

foe' 11  reign, 
And  rule,  a  virgin,  oer  the  angelic  train. 

Thpre  is  alfo  another  poem  of  Fortuna- 
tus,  exprefsly  on  the  virtues  of  Radegunda, 

*  His  cumulata  bonis  thalamc  regina  /titbit, 
jftaue  folifobolem/ub  fedt  <virgo  frmtt. 

in 
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in  which,  after  having  compared  her  to  the 
moft  celebrated  of  the  holy  virgins,  for 
charity  and  abftinence,  for  devotion  and 
fprtitude,  he  adds, 

*  fofpeak  thy  farther  merits  1  refrain^ 
Which  from  thy  confcious  God  full  glory  gain. 

Such  are  the  grounds  of  my  conje&ure: 
whether  Radegunda  was  in  truth  an  Old 
Maid,  and  whether  her  ingenious  fecretary 
intended  to  pay  her  an  oblique  compli- 
ment for  the  peculiar  delicacy  with  whick 
fhe  has  been  fuppofed  to  acquire  and  fup- 
p*t  that  venerable  chara&er,  are  points 
which  I  muft  now  leave  to  the  difcuflion  of 
the  curious.  However  great  the  chaftity 
of  this  pious  queen  might  be,  it  has  not  ef- 
caped  detraftion ;  and  our  poet  himfclf  has 
been  fufpefted  of  poflefling  too  lively  an 
intereft  in  her  heart.  Some  late  biogv** 
phers  of  the  fair  royal  faint  have  confi- 

*  Cater  a  nunc  tactam  melius,  quia  tefte  Tonante9 
Judicioque  Dei,  glorificata  mantnt* 

dcred 
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dered  this  calumny  as  the  immediate  fug* 
geftion  of  die  devil,  provoked  by  the  pecu: 
liar  purity  of  Radegunda;  but  it  appears  to 
have  arifen  rather  from  the  carelcflhefe  qf 
fome  early  writers,  who,  finding  in  the  pch 
ems  of  Fortunatus,  that  he  had  been  accufed 
of  being  a  little  too  fond  of  the  abovemen- 
tioncd  Agnes,  made  a  miftake  in  their  ac- 
count of  this  matter,  and  transferred  hit 
fuppofed  affe&ion  from  the  abbefs  to  die 
queen.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  Fortu- 
natus lived  in  a  very  pleafing  and  innocent 
familiarity  with  thefe  two  pious  ladies. 
They  amufed  themfelves  in  fending  little 
prefents  of  fweatmeats,  and  other  monaftic 
delicacies,  to  their  ingenious  friend,  He 
acknowledged  their  favours  with  poetical 
gallantry.  The  extempore  verfes  which  he 
compofed  on  fuch  occafions  are  printed 
with  his  poems ;  they  do  honor  to  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  his  heart,  and  the  elegance  of  hi$ 
genius ;  but  though  they  often  breathe  the 
warm  fpirit  of  affe&ion,  they  are  far  from 
throwing  any  ftain  on  the  purity  of  his  mo- 

?  rals. 
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His  royal  miftrdfs  is  faid,  by  the 
authors  of  the  Literary  Hiftory  of  France,  to 
have  ended  her  life  in  587:  our  poet  died 
in  609,  and  his  fefldval  is  yet  celebrated  at 
Poitiers,  on  the  14th  of  December. 

The  following  pious  herald  of  chaftity 
in  the  dark  ages  was  an  illuftrious  character 
of  our  own  country.  I  mean  the  great 
Aldhelm,  bifliop  of  Shireburn  in  Dorfet- 
flpre,  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy.  This 
canonized  bard  was  not  only  diftinguiflied 
by  peculiar  fan&ity,  but  excelled  in  the 
lifter  arts  of  poetry  and  nwfic,  and  has  been 
celebrated  as  the  perfon  who  introduced 
Latin  verfe  into  England. 

His  poetical  talents  were  great  indeed, 
for  the  period  in  which  he  flourifhed;  and 
he  exerted  them  in  a  compofition  of  heroic 
verfe,  extolling  the  moft  eminent  votaries  of 
virginity,  both  male  and  female.  In  the 
latter  catalogue  the  following  are  his  he- 
roines— the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  Saints 
Oecilia,  Agatha,  Lucia,  Juftina,  Eugenia, 
Agnes,  Thecla,  Eulalia,  Scholaftica,  Con- 

ftantina, 
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ftantina,  Euftochium,  Demetrias,  Anaflft* 
fia,  Rufina  Secunda,  Anatolia,  Victoria* 

As  a  fpccimen  of  Aldhelm's  poetry,  I 
(hall  feleft  his  verfes  on  Caccilia,  whofc  ta- 
lents have  rendered  her  the  moft  intercfting 
of  female  faints* 

*  What  happy  page  with  lively  praife  may  frame 

Ajuft  memorial  to  Cecilia's  name. 

Who  led  her  bridegroom's  foul,  by  leffons  pure, 

Vofpurn  corporeal  jey's  luxurious  lure  I 

*Tbo'  fain  d  for  muffs  melting  powers,  the  fair 

Efcap'd  from  worldly  pomp,  and  pleafure's 

fnare. 

'Thusjhe  began,  when,  on  her  bridal  night, 

Her  glowing  confort  claim' d bis  blifsfkl  right : 

cc  par 

*  Porro  C*citi<e  <vi<vacem  condere  laudem 
Qua  'v  ale  at  digne  metrorum  pagina  <verju  ? 
$>ua  fponfitm  proprium  coiwertit  dogmatt  fan£o9 
Mellea  carnalis  conttmnens  ludicra  luxus. 
Bafia  dum  pott  us  dilexit  dulcia  Chrijti, 
Candida  prapulchris  compleQens  colla  lactrtis, 
Quamvis  harmoniis  prafultent  organa  multis 
Mufica  purio  refonent  et  carmiua  cantu, 

Nm 
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fc  For  me  behold  I  for  me"  the  virgin  cries, 

:€  A  tutelary  fpirit  quits  tbejkies\ 

:<  He>  my  bleft  patron  I  by  a  kind  decree 

x  Is  bound  from  fenfual  love  to  keep  me  free: 

:€  No  mortal,  burning  with  impure  deftrc, 

n  May  dare  to  touch  me  with  licentious  fire  : 

m 

"  My  heavenly  champion,  with  angelic /way  r 
u  Would  force  the  rajh  invader  from  his  prey? 
Use  pious  bride  converted  thus  her  lord-, 
His  ancient  error  he  with  /corn  abborr'd, 

In 


Nob  tame  ft  inflexit  fallax  pracordia  mentis r 
Pompa  profanorum,  qua  neffit  retia/anSis, 
Ne  forte  properet  paradifi  adgaudia  miles. 
Talibus  interea  compellens  vocibus  in/it  9 
Dum/ecreta  petimt  conctjfa  lege  tororum  : 
t€  Angelui  en,"  input,  "fuperit  tranawit  ah  aftris  / 
?«  Hie  me  patronus  ealefti  fafdere  fulcit 
t€  Ut  mquiom  pror/ks  quidqnam  car  noli s  amare  s 
99  Namque  meumjugiter  confervas  corpus  in  **vitm9 
•*  Ut  nuilus  va/eat,  Jpurco  fuceenfus  amore, 
*'  ContreQart  mea  probro/o  erimine  membra  ; 
"  Sid  max  angelicis  ulcifcens  ntindicat  or  mis, 
"  Qti  mt pollutis  nituntnr  prendere  }almi$i% 
Sic  drvota  Deo  convertit  femina/ponfitm  : 

Ncc   * 
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AndHeavm  repays  tbtmft  tbdrmrt*tf*ai. 

Such  is  Aldhelm's  panegyric  on  the  ce- 
lebrated St«  Cttcilia*  and,  as  it  may  amffe 
the  curious  to  compare  this  mitred  Jxuhi 
with  our  old  poet  Chaucer,  who  has  ttld 
die  fame  marvellous  ffoiy,  I  fhall  infert  in  a. 
note  a  few  lines  fix>m  the  latter  V 

Th* 

iV/r  *•*  $t  Itvirnni  fohstns  errort  vttnjh, 
Donee  eredentes  fumpfijfent  dona  lavacri  ; 
FaHi  nhtnicipts  infummis  or  a  bus  amho 
Martyres  ejft&i  earnis  tormtnta  Intntts* 

SandL  Althelmus  dc  Laode  Virginna. 

In  Canifii  Thefiuuo,  torn.  i.  p.  ^^*• 

The  learned  reader  will  readily  pardon  hmtooH- 
fions  in  the  translation  of  thefe  verfes. 

*  Tht  night  earn,  and  to  Mde  mnft  fist  gtn 
With  birvbufiond,  as  it  is  tbt  manere; 
And  privily  fie/aU  to  hint  own 
O/wite  and  wed  bikvtdjfafi  dere, 
Thtr  is  a  cettfeil,  and  ye  <woi  it  here, 
Which  that  right  fayn  I  nvoU  unto  yon  fiat. 
So  that  y$  fiutrt  yt  wet  it  not  bewrait. 

VOW*    : 
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The  poem  of  the  Saxon  bithop  is  to  be 
tynlidcred  only  as  a  kind  of  fupplement  to 
lis  elaborate  treatife  in  profe  on  the  fame 
jiterdting  topic.  The  author  of  Aldhelm's 
Life  in  the  Biographia  Britannica.  has,  by 
Tufting  to  the  authority  of  Cede,  com-' 
lutted  a  miftake  in  his  account  of  thefe  fe- 
parate  performances,  which  he  reprefents  as 
r  fingle  work  of  yerfe  and  profe  intermixed* 

They 

Valerian  ganfafi  unto  hire /were, 
That  for  no  cos,  ne  thing  that  mighte  be, 
Hi  Jbulde  never  to  non  bewraien  bore  ; 
And  then  at  erft  thus  to  hint/aide  jbe~— 
1  have  an  Angel,  which  that  loveth  me, 
Thai  withgret  love,  tuber  fo  I  vnakti  or  Jlept, 
Is  rtdy  ay  my  body  for  to  kefe  j 

And  if  that  he  may  felen  out  ofdredti 

That  ye  me  touch  or  love  in  vilanie, 

He  right  anon  vnlJUenyou  with  the  dtdt, 

And  in  your  youtbe  thus  yejbuldeu  die  : 

And  if  that  ye  in  dene  lovt  me  gie, 

Hi  nvotyu  Idvt  as  mi,  for  your  cUnthtfe, 

4^Jm^t$jmhi4Joy$mdk$hrightne^^    . 

*   •  TbU 
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They  are  not  only  diftindt  productions,  but 
have  been  publifhed  apart.  It  appears  that 
the  profaic  effay  was  firft  written,  as  ,in  the 
clofe  of  it  the  author  intimates  his  de- 
fign  of  handling  the  fame  delicate  fubjeft 
once  more,  in  verfe. 

This  Valerian,  correStd  as  God  *wo!d, 
Anfwered  again—lfljbal  tmften  thee* 
Let  me  that  Angel  feen,  and  him  heboid} 
And  if  that  it  a  <veray  Angel  he 
Than  wol  I  don  as  thou  haft  prayed  me* 
The  fecond  Nonne's  Tale. 
Tyrwhitt's  Chaucer,  vol.  iii.  p.  70. 

It  is  juftly  obferved  by  this  excellent  editor,  that 
Chaucer  originally  compofed  his  ftory  of  Cxcilia  as 
a  feparate  work,  and  afterwards  united  it  to  the  Can- 
terbury  Tales — that  he  clofely  copied  the  Life  of 
Saint  Cxcilia  in  the  Golden  Legend  of  Jacobus  Jao- 
nenfis — and  that  he  mentions  his  own  performance 
in  the  lilt  of  his  laudable  and  pious  works. 

And  for  to  fpeke  ofothir  holtnejft, 
He  hath  in  profe  tranjlated  Boece, 
And  made  the  Life  alfo  of  Saint  Cecile. 

Legende  of  good  Women. 

t  As 
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As  this  chapter  is  already  longer  than  1 
Intended,  I  fhall  only  felect  one  paflage  from 
his  profaic  treatife,  exhibiting  a  moft  fin-* 
gular  fcale  of  virtue  (if  I  may  ufe  fuch  an 
expreflion)  by  which  human  merit  was 
meafured  in  the  age  of  this  accomplifhed 
faint.  cc  *  It  is  recorded/'  fays  Aldhelm, 
cc  in  a  certain  volume,  from  the  narration 
t€  of  an  angel,  how  virginity,  chaftity,  and 
cc  wedlock,  differ  from  each  other,  and 
c<  mark,  in  three  degrees,  die  quality  or 
cc  worthinefs  of  life  j  how,  according  to  the 

•  In  quodam  volumine  angelica  relatione  refertnr, 
quomodo  virginitas,  cafiitas,  jugalitas,  tripertitis  gra- 
dibus  feparatim  different ;  quae,  ficut  trifaria  difparis 
vitse  qualitate,  figillatim  fequeftrantur ;  ita  difcretis 
Jneritbrum  ordinibus  tripliciter  dirimuntur,  angelo 
hocmodo  alternatim  diftinguente  a  ut  fit  virginitas 
aurum,  caftitas  argentum,  jugalitas  aeramentum ;  ut 
fit  virginitas  divitise,  caftitas  mediocritas,  jugalitas 
cap ti vitas;  ut  fit  virginitas  fol,  caftitas  luna,  juga- 
litas tenebrae  ;  ut  fit  virginitas  dies,  caftitas  aurora, 
jugalitas  nox. — P.  Aldhclmi  Liber  de  Laudibus  Vir~ 
ginitatis,  cap.  xix.  edit,  Wharton  4to.  London, 
1693. 

Vol.  II.  R  «  angel's 
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"  angel's  difcrimination,  virginity  is  gold, 
€t  chaftity  filver,  and  wedlock  brafs }  how 
u  virginity  is  wealth,  chaftity  a  competence, 
<c  and  wedlock  poverty  5  how  virginity  is 
"  peace,  chaftity  redemption,  and  wedlock 
"  captivity ;  how  vitality  is  the  fun,  chaf- 
cc  tity  the  moon,  and  wedlock  darknds ; 
how  virginity  is  day,  chaftity  the  dawn, 
and  wedlock  night." 
The  ingenious  prelate  continues  to  illus- 
trate this  angelical  divifion  of  human  me- 
rits by  many  more  metaphors  of  equal 
force,  and  then  tells  us  the  precife  meaning 
of  thefe  three  fignificant  terms — a  neceflkry 
explanation,  as,  without  it,  a  modern  reader 
would  be  little  able  to  understand  the  ano- 
nymous angel  thus  quoted  by  Aldhelm! 
Virginity,"  fays  the  good  bilhop, cc  is  a 
voluntary  attachment  to  a  fingle  life; 
chaftity  is  that  ftate  of  purity  obferved 
by  thofe  who,  after  the  ceremony  of 
marriage,  feparate,  and  abftain  from  ma- 
trimonial intercourfe,  for  the  lake  of 
heaven,    defpifing    that  ordinary  wed- 

cc  lock 
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lock    by  which  children  are  lawfully 

produced," 

This  very  curious  triple  eftimate  of  hu- 
man merit  occurs  alfo  in  the  poem  on  vir- 
ginity; and,  as  that  poem  is  extremely 
fcarce,  I  fhall  tranfcribe  the  verfes, 

Humani  generis  triplex  dijtantiafertur. 
Sfyue  modo  per  mundum  triquadro  car  dine  degit, 
Etftudet  in  terris  mercari  regna  Sonant  is. 
Denique  nonmllos  Jortitur  vitajugalis, 
Qui  reft}  vivunt  concejfa  lege  tararum, 
Et  pracepta  Dei  toto  conamine  mentis 
Confcrvare  ftudent,  tbalami/ubjure  manentes. 
Pofihac  cajirorum  gradus  alter \  et  erdo/e- 
cundus 
Subfequitur,  nupti,  qui  jam  comubiafpernunt, 
Ac  ihdultafibijcindunt  retinacula  lux  us. 
Lurida  linquentes  jpurca  confortia  camisy 
Ut  caJHs  proprium  confervent  moribus  avum% 
Bum  connexa  prius  tbalamorum  vincula  rum* 

punt. 
.  fertia  virgineis fulgejcit  vita  luccrnis% 
Cujus  pracellit  prafatos  infula  ritusx 
Mnndani  luxus  calcans  ludibria  falfax 

R  %  Virginitas 
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Virginitas  Jummo  virtutum  vertice  floret, 
Dumforor  angelic*  conftet  caftiffima  vit*. 

Sandt.  Althelmus,  ut  fupra. 

Such  was  the  dodtrine  of  the  famous 
Aldhelm,  which  throws  a  confidcrablc  light 
on  the  pradtices  of  the  times  in  which  he 
lived,  when  the  great  purpofe  of  marriage 
was  often  defeated,  as  in  the  cafe  of  King 
Edward  the  Confeffor,  by  a  vain  pretenfion 
to  fuperior  fan&ity.  This  poetical  prelate 
was  fo  paflionate  an  admirer  of  pure  virgi- 
nity, that  he  put  his  own  continence  to 
many  lingular  and  dangerous  trials.  It  is 
related  by  his  elegant  and  affectionate  bio- 
grapher, William  of  Malmfbury,  that  Aid- 
helm  did  not,  like  other  priefts,  avoid  the 
company  of  women,  but  often  detained 
fome  virgin  by  his  fide,  both  fitting  and 
lying,  and,  while  he  held  her  in  his  em- 
braces, repeated  his  whole  pfalter,  to  the 
confufion  of  the  devil  *. 

Howevcf 

•  Vel  aflidens  vcl  cubitans  aliqoam   detinebtt, 
quoad  carnit  tepefcentc  lubrico,  quicto  et  unflKW 

difcedem 
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However  this  conduft  might  encreafe 
the  veneration  which  was  paid  to  this  ex- 
traordinary faint,  I  cannot  help  condemn- 
ing it  as  an.  inftance  of  cruelty  and  in- 
juIKce. 

Great  as  his  exultation  and  triumph 
might  be,  on  thus  deriding  the  devil,  as  his 
biographer  exprelTes  it,  by  a  marvellous 
difplay  of  his  own  fubdued  defires,  he  had 
certainly  no  right  to  fport  fo  wantonly  with 
the  paflions  of  thofe  religious  Old  Maids 
(for  they  could  hardly  be  young  ones) 
whom  he  thus  made  theuneafy  instruments 
of  his  own  chafte  reputation. 

In  (peaking  of  the  moft  eminent  poets, 
who  amufed  the  dark  ages  by  celebrating 
die  wonderful  virgins  of  that  period,  I 
ought  not  to  omit  the  venerable  Bede. 
He  has  enlivened  his  ecclefiaftical  hiftory, 

difcederet  animo.  Derideri  fe  videtur  diabolas,  cer- 
jiens  adhsrentem  fceminam  virumque  alias  avocato 
animp  infiftentem  cantandd  pfalterio. 

Wil.  Malmf.  de  Vita  Aldhelmi, 
Anglia  Sacra,  vol.  ii.  p.  13. 

Rj.  by 
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by  inferring  a  poetical  panegyric  on  the 
chaftc  Edilthryda,  a  lady  who  chofe  to  fly 
from  the  bed  and  throne  of  her.  hufbtnd 
Ecfrid,  king  of  Northumberland,  for  the 
fake  of  preferving  her  virginity  in  a  cloifter. 
For  this  pious  exploit  {he  is  extolled  in  the 
higheft  terms  by  the  holy  bard;  who,  in 
finging  her  praifes,  feems  to  felicitate  him- 
felf  with  a  gallant  complacency,  that  he  is 
fuperior  to  Virgil  in  the  happy  choice  of 
his  fubjeft*.  It  is,  however,  remarkable, 
that  the  greateft  poet  of  our  country  has 
mentioned  this  obftinate  royal  virgin  in 
terms  of  indignation  and  reproach.  Mil- 
ton, in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  has  conde- 
fcended  to  relate  the  adventure  of  this 
pious  fugitive,  in  the  following  language  :— 
"  Another  adverfity  befel  Ecfrid  in  his  fa* 
"  mily,  by  means  of "  Ethildrith  his  wife, 

•  Bella  Maro  rtfonet,  nos  pacts  dona  ummruu  : 


Luxut  trit  lubricity  carmna  atjta  mibi. 

Bed*  Hymnus  dc  JEdtt 

5  "  king 
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king  Anna's  daughter,  who,  having  taken 
him  for  her  hufband,  and  profeffing  to 
"  love  him  above  all  other  men,  perfifted 
*'  twelve  years  in  the  obftinate  refufal  of 
"  his  bed,  thereby  thinking  to  live  the 
"  purer  life;  fo  perverfely  then  was  chaftity 
"  inftrufted  againft  the  apoftle's  rule:  at 
cc  length  obtaining  of  him  with  much  im- 
cc  portunity,  her  departure,  fhe  veiled  her- 
"  felf  a  nun,  then,  made  abbefs  of  Ely,  died 
a  fcven  years  after  the  peftilence ;  and  might 
"  with  better  warrant  have  kept  faithfully 
c<  her  undertaken  wedlock,  though  now 
"  canonized  St.  Audrey  of  Ely*." 

Milton  has  not  deigned  to  enter  into  a 
very  whimfical  part  of  this  lady's  hiftory; 
but  a  monaftic  hiftorian  informs  us,  that 
her  hufband,  repenting  of  the  indulgence 
he  had  granted  to  her,  and  inflamed  with 
new  delire,  determined  to  force  her  from 
her  religious  retreat,  and  to  confummate  his 

*  Milton's  Hiftory  of  England,  page  76,  Birch's 
edition. 

marriage: 
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marriage:  fhc  efcaped  both  from  hi*  Idve 
and  his  rcfcntmcnt,  by  a  feries  of  the  moft 
extraordinary  miracles,  which  the  curious 
leader  may  find  very  circumftantiaily  re- 
lated in  the  firft  volume  of  Pugdale's  M<^ 
nafticon.  After  fuftaining  great  hantthips, 
fhc  is  laid  to  have  expired  a  perfeft  virgin, 
in  the  year  679;  and  the  miracles  difplayed 
at  her  tomb  were  not  inferior  to  thole  by 
which  her  life  was  diftinguiftied. 

I  cannot  clofc  the  volume  without  la- 
menting the  fufferings  of  the  fair  fex  in  the 
ages  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition.  When  all 
the  faints  of  the  time  moft  zealoufly  afferted, 
that  it  was  meritorious  in  a  married  woman 
to  remain  a  virgin,  domeftic  life  muft  have 
been  frequently  embittered  by  tragi-comical 
contention ;  and,  perhaps,  the  mind  of  many 
a  well-meaning  woman  has  been  half  dif- 
tradted  by  the  ftruggle,  which  fiich  doftrine 
may  have  produced,  between  tendernds 
and  devotion.  It  may,  however,  afford  us 
fome  confolation  to  refledt,  that  whenever 
thefe  good  ladies  were  milled  by  the  prieft- 

10  hood 
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hood  into  a  painful  facrifice  of  innocent  de- 
light, their  pride  was  inceflantly  gratified 
by  the  pious  honours  that  were  lavifhed 
upon  their  rigid  virginity :  yet  their  paflion 
for  fuch  honours  was  fometimes  reprefled 
by  the  ftronger  feelings  of  perfonal  vanity, 
as  we  may  colleft  from  a  ludicrous  miracle 
related  by  Gregory  of  Tours,  That  hif- 
torian  gives  us  a  circumftantial  account  of 
a  noble  and  pious  pair,  who,  being  married 
in  their  youth,  pafied  through  life  together 
with  this  extraordinary  Continence,  at  the 
particular  requeft  of  the  lady.  She  hap- 
pened to  die  firft,  and,  as  her  good  man  at- 
tended her  funeral,  he  exclaimed,  while  the 
body  was  finking  into  the  grave,  <c  I  thank 
<f  thee,  eternal  God,  that  as  I  received  this 

■ 

cc  treafure  from  thee,  fo  I  return  it  imma- 
u  culate  to  thy  goodnefs."  Upon  this  the 
dead  lady  faid  with  a  fmile, l<  Why  do  you 
"  mention  matters  on  which  you  are  not 
cc  interrogated*  ?" — The  fequel  of  the  mi- 
racle 

•  Multos  poftea  in  uno  ftrato  rccambentcs  annos 
Yuemnt  cam  caftiute  Uudabili,  quod  poftei  in  coram 


t 
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rack  is  not  lcfs  ftriking.  The  hulband  died 
foon  afterwards,  and  though  he  was  buried 
in  a  tomb  not  contiguous  to  that  of  his 
wife,  it  was  obfervcd,  the  next  day,  that 
their  fepulchres  were  united.  The  devout 
hiftorian  feems  to  confider  thefe  incidents 
as  proofs  of  the  moft  fignal  chaftity;  but 
they  may  with  as  much  reafon  be  alledged 
as  proofs,  that  the  fpotlefs  lady,  who  had  fo 
ftrongly  petitioned  her  hufband  to  releafe 
her  from  the  duties  of  a  wife,  did  not  relifh 
his  public  declaration  that  (lie  died  an  Old 
Maid. 

tranfitu  declaration  eft.  Nam  cum  impleto  ccrtr.minc 
puella  migraret  ad  Ciiriftum,  peraclo  vir  funcris  otr.- 
cio,  cum  pnellam  in  fepulchrum  deponerct,  ait, 
**  Grarias  tibi  ago,  actcrncDomine  noftcr,  quia,  hunc 
"  thefaurum,  ficut  a  te  commendatum  acccpi,  ita  im- 
«'  maculatum  pietari  tuac  rcftituo."  Ad  haec  illafcbri- 
dens,  *•  Qrfid,"  inquit,  "  loqucris  quod  non  inter- 
"  rogari*  V*         dcg.  Turoncnfis  Hift.  Francoium, 

lib.  i.  cap.  42. 

».■       .  .■  •  ,-      "■"*..■■ 

EVP    0~    TIIF    SECOND    VOLTML 


Pbilofopbical,  Hiftorical,  and  Moral 


£ 


O  N 


OLD      MAIDS. 


VOL.      III. 


p 


i'  • 


.  \'   ->.      x.  ■  "~*s  TJ*  F»  i" 


'^T 


Philofapbicaly  Hijioricaly  and  Moral 


3 


O  N 


OLD      MAIDS- 


B    Y 


A   FRIEND  TO   THE   SISTERHOOD, 


IN      THREE     VOLUMES, 

VOL.    III. 


To  unfold  tbefagt 
Andferioui  Do&rine  of  Virginity.  Ml  L  ton's  Comttt* 

Aristophanes. 

Nemoapud  no«,  qui  idem  tcntaverit;  nemo  apud  Graecoa,  qoi* 
unus  omnia  ea  tra&averit.— Res  ardua,  vetuftis  novitatcm  dare, 
noyis  autoritatem,  obfoletis  nitortm,  obfcuris  luccm,  faftiditia  gra- 
tiam,  dubiis  fidem,  omnibus  vcro  naturam,  et  nature  fuse  omnia* 
Itaque,  etiam  non  aflecutis,  voluifle,  abunde  pulchrum,  atque  mag- 
niiicum  eft.  Plinii  Hift.  Nat.  Praefatio. 
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PART    V. 

©N     CHRISTIAN    AND    OTHER    MODERN 

OLD    MAIDS* 


CHAP.    I. 


On  Saint  GregoYy  ofNyfla,  and  bis  Panegyric 

m  Virginity* 

I  RETURN  from  the  chafte  and 
pious  poets  to  the  profaic  encomiafts 
of  virginity.  On  examining  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  writera  who  have  merited  this  title, 
I  find  they  are  fuch  a  hoft,  that  I  fear 
die  attention  of  rnj  reader  would  defeit 
me,  iff  attempted  to  enumerate  and  de- 
Vol.  111.  B  fcribc 

1* 
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fcribe  them.  I  ftiall  now,  therefore,  con- 
fine myfelf  to  four  fucceeding  fathers  of 
the  church,  who  are  entitled  to  our  regard 
by  the  higheft  reputation  for  fan&ity  and 
eloquence ;  and  from  thefe  I  fhall  only  fe- 
left,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  fuch  paflages  as 
leem  to  throw  a  particular  light  on  the  fifter- 
hood,  and  are  at  the  fame  time  remarkable 
for  ftrength  and  originality  either  of  thought 
or  expreffion. 

The  firft  of  the  four  is  St.  Gregory  of 
Nyfla,  a  younger  brother  of  the  great  St. 
Bafil,  and  a  friend  and  correfpondent  of  the 
poetical  St.  Gregory,  who  formed  the  prin- 
cipal fubjedt  of  our  laft  chapter.  The  St. 
Gregory  of  whom  I  am  now  to  fpeak,  was 
ordained  bifhop  of  Nyffa,  in  Cappadocia, 
by  his  brother  St.  Bafil,  in  372 ;  in  385  he 
preached  the  funeral  fermon  of  the  emprefc 
Placilla ;  and  by  a  late  writer  he  is  faid  to 
have  died  in  396,  with  die  venerable  tide 
of  Father  of  die  Fathers. 

The  panegyric  which  this  faint  compoied 
on  virginity  is  the  more  remarkable**  $1  rm 

htfre 
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^ye  evidence  that  he  was  himfelf  a 

This  circumftance,  however, 

having  rendered  him  a  Ian- 

for  the  excellence  of  a  fingle 

^  contrary,  he  begins  his  enco- 

j  declaring,  "  that  whoever  ambi- 

iily  hopes  to  beftow  fuch  praifc  on  vir- 

ity  as  is  adequate  to  its  merit,  refem- 

3  a  perfon  who  foolifhly  fuppofes  that 

may  encreafe  the  magnitude  of  the 

an  by  a  drop  of  his  own  fweat  V 

e  fifterhood  will,  I  hope,  excufe  in 

holy  advocate  the  indelicacy  of  this 

flion,  for  the  flattering  energy  of  the 

lent. — But  to  proceed  with  St.  Gre- 

iving  afferted  the  dignity  of  this  celef* 
xellence,  he  laments  his  own  grovel- 
ondition,  in  being  precluded  by  mar- 
from  a  lhare  of  this  glory.  cc  A  know* 

Mf  niv  crrayata  nrv  oixiiw  tfyvrup  a^iefayev  <K 

Sag£.  Greg.  Nyff.  de  Virginitate. 

Op.  torn.  ii.  p.  54$.  edit.  Par.  1615. 

B  2  "  ledge 
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"  ledge  of  the  charms  that  belong  tx>  cell" 
€C  bacy,  is  to  me,"  fays  St.  Gregory, c<  what 
"  food  is  to  the  ox,  when,  turned  to  a  full 
<c  rack,  he  is  prevented  from  reaching  it  by 
cc  his  harnefs."— Having  forcibly  defcri- 
bed  his  own  mortifications  by  this  firikiog 
image,  he  enlarges  on  the  variouf  evils  that 
arife  from  matrimony,  which  he  confiders  as 
a  great  fburce,  not  only  of  unhappinefs,  but 
of  guilt. — cc  Look/'  fays  he, cc  at  the  pat 
fing  fcene— marriage  is  thd  general  pro- 
logue to  all  the  tragedies  of  life/* — After 
painting  the  conjugal  ftate  in  the  moft 
gloomy  colours,  he  delineates,  with  a  bril- 
liant pencil,  the  pure  delights  of  virginity, 
which  he  reprefents  as  a  certain  ait  and  power 
of  eluding  all  the  vexations  of  earth,  and 
attaining,  even  on  this  fide  the  grave,  the 
beatitude  of  heaven. 

Having  declaimed  againft  wedlock  with 
much  freedom,  or  rather  contempt  and 
fcorn,  the  faint  feems  to  apprehend  that  his 
zeal  for  chaftity  has  carried  hioi  too  far,  and 
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he  makes  the  following  remarkable  apo- 
logy. 

"  Let  no  one,"  fays  he,  *  imagine  that  I 
sc  intend  to  cenfure  the  eftabljfhment  6f 
€C  marriage*  for  I  am  aware  that  it  has  not 

wanted  the  approbation  of  God :  but,  finCe 

nature  fufficiently  inftigates  mankind  to 

people  the  world  by  this  conne&ion*  it 
S€  would  be  fuperfluous  labour  to  compofe 

an  encomium  on  marriage,  which  finds? 

in  the  alluring  voice  of  pleafure,  an  eter- 
*c  nal  advocate  and  patron ;  while  virginity 
^  is  in  fome  meafure  the  antagonift  of  na- 
"  ture  *•  My  fentiments  on  matrimony/' 
continues  tlje  faint,  w  are  thefe : — we  ought 
fc  tQ  prefer  to  it  the  care  of  our  celeftial  in- 
<c  tereft,  and  yet  not  to  defpife  the  perfon 
'*'  who  malces  a  wife  and  temperate  ufe  of 
**  this  inftitution." 

Though  the  faint,  in  the  preceding  ien- 
tence,  has  confulted  his  own  perfonal  credit 

S.  Qregf'Ny&  p.  $6$, 
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as  *  married  man,  he  very  candidly  proceeds 
to  declare,  that  cc  although  marriage  may 
"  be  regarded  as  a  kind  of  fafe  port  againft 
"  the  tempefts  of  licentious  paflion,  yet  vir- 
"  ginity  affords  a  fecurer  refuge,  and  a 
<c  more  tranquil  harbour/' 

He  contends,  that  man,  as  originally 
created,  was  perfectly  free  from  all  animal 
defires ;  and,  inftead  of  receiving,  pleafure 
from  (he  gratification  of  fenfual  appetite, 
delighted  only  in  the  contemplation  of  his 
Maker.  He  allcdges,  it  is  evident  from 
fcripturc  *,  that  Adam  had  no  connubial  in- 
tercourfe  with  Eve  till  after  their  expulfion 
from  P^radife,  when  woman  was  con- 
demned to  the  pains  of  child-birth,  as  a  pu- 
nifhment  for  difobedience.  <c  Therefore,0 
continue^  the  faint,  "  as  we  loft  Paradife  by 
Cf  the  fenfual  offence  of  our  firft  parents,  it 
u  is  in  our  own  power  to  regain  it  by  a  vo- 
*  luntary  facrifice  of  all  fenfual  pleafurts. 
u  As  the  perfons  who  have  wandered  from 

*JSee  Gcncfis  chap.  iv. 
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*  their  own  country,  and  wifh  to  return  to 
€t  it,  begin  by  quitting  the  place  to  which 
""  they  have  ftrayed ;  in  the  fame  manner, 
c<  fince  marriage  was  the  laft  ftep  which , 
cc  completed  our  feparation  from  Paradife,  I 
"  would  advife  thofe  who  are  ambitious  of 
cc  returning  thither,  to  begin  by  relinquilh- 
"  ing  marriage,  the  laft  ftage  *,  as  it  wen, 
C€  in  the  road  between  earth  and  heaven. 

St.  Gregory  proceeds  to  prove  the  do- 
minion of  virginity  over  death,  which  he- 
accomplifhes  by  a  fingularmode  of  reafon- 
ing  : — cc  The  production  of  children,"  fays 
he,  <c  does  not  minifter  fo  much  to  life  as  to 
death,  fince  their  birth  only  leads  to  their 
diffolutionj  but  they  who  devote  their 
perfons  to  virginity,  place  themfelves  as  a 
"  kind  of  ifthmus  between  life  and  death,  to 
Hop  the  fury  of  the  latter.  The  devafta- 
tion  of  death  is  thus  prevented ;  for,  as 
the  power  of  fire  cannot  fubfift  without 
cc  fuel,  fo  the  force  of  death  cannot  prevail, 
v  unlefs  marriage  fupplies  him  with  hm 
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The  faint  now  enters  on  a  more  minuta 
defoription  of  virginity;  which  doe*  not,  ha 
fays,  confift  merely  in  perfonal  purity,  but  in 
difcharging  all  the  duties  of  a  tranquil  and 
Q>otlefs  mind,  fie  borrows,  on  this  occa- 
sion, from  his  brother  St,  Bafil  the  remark* 
pble  (imile,  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
of  the  fucceffivc  circles  produced  in  water 
by  the  impulfe  of  a  fingle  done;  an  imago 
which  he  ufes  to  illuftrate  the  agitation  pro-r 
duced  in  a  peaceful  mind  by  the  admiffion 
pf  any  one  inordinate  defire* — "  L*et  virgi- 

*  nity,"  fay$  the  faint, c<  be  the  foundation 
"  on  which  the  works  of  virtue  are  railed  $ 
"  for,  excellent  and  honourable  as  it  is,  if 
cf  this  purity  of  perfon  is  not  united  to  inter 
f  c  gnty  of  mind — if  the  whole  life  of  ^  virgin 
u  does  not  correfpond  to  this  profdTed  ex- 
€€  cdlence— if  (he  is  blackened  by-inconti- 

*  *  nence  of  fpirk — her  virginity  is  but  an  ear-? 
«  ring  in  the  nQfe  of  a  fow,  or  a  pearl  trodr 
u  den  under  the  feet  of  fwine  *." 

#  TtfTO    IOT»  TO  I  WHO*  IXIIVO    T#  IF  T*  {*»  T%f  #V*t»  *  • 
P*&*{*TW  •  If  TMf  »©«  T»9  X0W  **T*'**TiVfH9H+ 

Sand.  Greg.  Ny£  p.  59J. 
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I  muft  hot  omit  the  whimfical  conceit 
with  which  St.  Gregory  afferts  the  honour 
of  Miriam,  the  filter  of  Aaron,  as  the  pri- 
mitive model  of  true  virginity.  Having  de- 
scribed her  dancing  with  a  timbrel  in  her 
hand,  after  the  miraculous  paflage  through  ' 
the  Red  Sea,  he  imagines  that  this  mufical 
inftrument  is  mentioned  in  fcripture  as.  % 
fymbol  of  her  chaftity,  on  account  of  the 
fimilarity,  which  he  difcovers  between  vir- 
ginity and  the  timbrel — a  wonderful  fimi- 
larity !  which  Gregory  has  explained  in 
language  that  JL  forbear  to  copy,  left  the 
chafte  eyes  of  the  modern  fifterhood  fhould 
]be  ftocked  by  the  expreflive  images  of  this 
fanciful  faint. 

.  In  a  former  part  of  my  work  I  had  occa- 
fion  to  remark,  that  Miriam  was  not  entitled 
jto  this  diftin&ion,  as  fhe,  in  all  probability, 
was  a  married  woman.  The  genius  and  ta- 
lents of  this  fair  Hebrew  feem,  indeed,  to  have 
operated  like  thofe  of  a  modern  fine  lady, 
who,  eclipfing  her  huft>and  by  the  brilliancy 

of 
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of  her  fpirit,  reduces  him  to  fuch  infignifi- 
cance,  that  he  is  rarely  mentioned. 

But1  to  conclude  this  brief  account  of  St. 
Gregory.  In  the  fubfequent  part  of  his  dif- 
courfe,  he  endeavours  to  fettle  the  juft  me- 
dium between  luxury  and  extreme  abfti- 
nence,  as  he  is  far  from  being  a  friend  to  that 
rigorous  difcipline  by  which  the  health  of 
many  a  monaftic  reclufe  has  been  deftroyed. 
The  twenty-fourth  and  laft  chapter* of  his 
treatife  is  very  remarkable ;  for,  inftead  of 
declaiming,  like  mod  of  the  fathers,  againft 
the  depravity  of  the  times,  fee  fpeaks  of  his 
own  age  as  abounding  in  good  examples.— 
cc  San&ity,"  fays  he, <c  is  now,  if  erver,  fn  fo 
flourilhing  a  ftate,  that  it  wants  but  little 
to  reach  the  fummit  of  perfe&ion."— He 
concludes,  by  recommending  it  to  thofe 
who  wiih  to  lead  a  virgin  life,  to  put  them- 
felves  under  the  guidance  of  an  experienced 
and  venerable  conduftor. 
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Qn  St.  Amhrofe>  and  bisjeveral  Compofitums 
in  Praifc  of  Virginity, 

TH  E  Latin  fathers  of  the  church  were 
by  no  means  inferior  to  the  Greek, 
wi  the  zealous  veneration  which  they  paid  to 
virginity.  The  chafte  devotees  of  Italy 
found  an  ardent,  indefatigable  advocate  and 
patron  in  the  celerated  St.  Ambrofe,  who 
was  unexpectedly  raifed,  by  the  voice  of  the 
people,  from  a  civil  ftation  to  the  rank  of 
an  archbilhop  5  and,  having  filled  the  epif- 
copal  throne  of  Milan  about  twenty  years, 
ended  his  attive  and  glorious  life  in  that 
city  at  the  age  of  57,  in  the  year  394- 

This  eminent  writer  devoted  feveral  dif- 
tinft  performances  to  die  confecrated  vir- 
gins. There  are  three  of  his  productions 
that  particularly  claim  our  attention,  and  of 
fhefe  I  fhall  fpeak  as  they  occur, — The  firft, 

and 
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and  mod  elaborate,  is  a  Treatife  on  Virgins, 
divided  into  three  books,  and  addreffed  to 
his  fitter  Marcellina ;  who,  hearing  that  he 
had  preached  with  Angular  eloquence  on 
this  interefting  topic,  and  being  unable  to 
attend  his  public  difcourfes,  requefted  from 
her  brother  the  particulars  of  his  doc- 
trine. 

Saint  Ambrofe  begins  his  treatife  with 
lingular  humility,  in  comparing  himfelf  to 
the  fpeaking  afs  of  Balaam.  He  then  takes 
occafion,  from  the  feftival  of  St.  Agnes,  to 
celebrate  the  excellence  of  that  virgin  mar- 
tyr, a  Roman  damfel,  dittinguiftied  by  her 
rank  and  beauty,  who,  with  miraculous  for* 
titude,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  preferred  the 
tortures  of  perfecution  to  the  rich  offers  of  a 
,  Pagan  lover,  and  perilhed  by  the  fword  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century.  It 
jpay  be  worth  remarking,  that  the  merits  of 
this  infant  martyr  have  given  rife  to  many 
the  mod  fpirited  of  pious  panegyrics  $  and 
that  her  name  has  been  extolled  by  a  fiio- 
ceffion  of  bifhops,  faints,  and  poets,  from 

the 
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the  vehement  Ambrofe  to  the  tender  -and 
elegant  Maflillon,  bifhop  of  Clermont, 
tvhofe  works  contain  a  moft  beautiful  and 
pathetic  fermon  on  the  feftival  of  this  lovely 
martyr. 

From  the  praife  of  Agnes>  St.  'Ambrofe 
proceeds  to  a  general  encQmium  on  chaf- 
tity,  which  was  unknown,  he  fays,  or  imper- 
fectly preferved,  through  all  the  nations  of 
the  heathen  world. — "  But  how,"  fays  the 
faint,  very  candidly,  "  can  the  human  un- 
cc  derftanding  comprehend  what  nature  has 
"  not  included  in  her  laws  j-  ?" — He  then 
endeavours  to  prove,  that  celibacy  is  an  iu~ 
ftitution  of  God,  and  heaven  the  true  coun- 
try of  virgins.  He  exprefely  aflerts  that 
the  prefervation  of  chaftity  makes  an  an- 
gel, and  the  lofs  of  it  a  devil  £.  He  com- 
pares the  condition  of  the  wife,  condemned 

f  Quis  autem  humano  earn  poffit  ingenio  compre- 
hendere,  quam  nee  natura  fais  inclufit  legibus  ? 

Divi  Ambrofii  de  Virginibus,  Lib.  i. 

J  Qui  earn  fervavit  angelus  eft,  qui  perdidit,  dia~ 
bolus. 

to 
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to  the  pains  of  child-birth,  with  the  happy* 
freedom  of  the  confecrated  maiden.  He 
makes  a  very  fubtle  and  powerful  addrefs  to 
parents,  perfuading  them  to  atone  for  their 
own  offences,  by  the  early  confecration  of 
their  virgin  daughters ;  an  exhortation  which' 
mull  have  contributed  very  cruelly  to  in- 
crcafe  the  number  of  wretched  and  invo- 
luntary  Old  Maids,  as  many  fuperfldtknia 
and  felfifh  parents  were  undoubtedly  ready 
to  make  their  own  peace  with  Heaven/at 
die  expence  of  their  unfortunate  off-, 
fpring. 

Saint  Ambrofe  mentions,  with  exultation, 
the  fwarms  of  pious  damfels  that  haftened 
to  receive  the  veil  from  his  hand,  not  only 
from  the  neighbouring  cities  of  Italy,  but 
from  the  diflant  regions  of  Mauritania.  He 
exhorts  the  young  virgins  to  difregard  all 
domeftic  impediments  to  their  religious  de- 
fires,  and  to  embrace  a  monaftic  life  in  ex- 
prefs  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  their  pa- 
rents. He  endeavours  to  juftify  this  bold 
advice  by  a  remarkable  anecdote,  which 

conclude! 
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concludes  the  firft  divifion  of  his  treatife, 
and  which  I  (hall  copy,  to  render  my  fair 
readers  acquainted  with  the  Angular  ftyle  of 
this  faint. — "  If  you  believe  not  the  words 
"  of  Heaven,"  cries  Ambrofe,  "  yet  b.e- 
t€9  lieve  examples.  In  our  .memory,  adam- 
fel,  once  noble  by  her  worldly  rank,  and 
now  more  ennobled  by  her  attachment  to 
<5od;  being  urged  to  marriage  by  her 
parents  and  relations,  fled  for  refuge  to 
"  thetltarj  and  where  can  a  virgin  feek  a 
cc  better  afylum,  than  that  holy  fpot  where 
"  the  facrifice  of  virginity  is  prefented? 
cc  But  even  here  fhe  was  troubled  with  im- 
u  pious  importunity.  She  flood  by  the  altar 
u  of  God  as  the  offering  of  modefly,  as 
t€  the  vidim  of  continence.  €  Why  are  you 
f<  fo  anxious  for  my  nuptials  ?'  fhe  exclaim- 
IC  ed  to  her  relations — c  I  am  betrothed  al- 
cc  ready.  You  offer  me  a  hufband,  but  I 
w  have  found  a  better.  Exaggerate  the 
cc  riches,  boaft  the  nobility,  proclaim  the 
K  power,  of  the  party  you  propofc ;  I  have 

"  chofea 
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€€  chofen  Him  to  whom  no  one  can  he  COrtu* 
ic  pared;  rich  in  the  world,  powerful  in 
"  dominion,  pre-eminent  in  heaven.  If 
"  you  have  fuch  to  offer,  I  do  not  refufe  the 
"  option ;  but  if  you  find  not  fuch,  your 
<c  condudt  towards  -me  is  rather  enviout 
"  than  provident.' — One  of  her  relations, 
"  obfervirig  the  reft  were  filcnced,  abruptly 
cc  faid,  €  What  if  your  father  were  living, 
<c  would  he  fuffer  you  to  remain  umrar-' 
<c  ried  ?'*— The  virgin  anfwered,  wift  new 
religious  fervour,  and  more  temperate 
piety,  c  On  this  account,  perhaps,  he 
died,  that  he  might  not  prove  an  impe- 
diment to  the  fan&ity  of  his  daughter/— 
cc  This  reply  concerning  her  father  proved 
"  a  kind  of  prophecy  to  her  relation,  as 
cc  he  alfo  expired  foon  after  it,  and  the  vir- 
gin fucceeded  in  her  holy  porpofe,  Ob- 
fervc,  ye  maidens,  this  reward  of  devo- 
tion !  Beware,  ye  parents,  of  a  fimikr  of- 
"  fence !" 
Saint  Ambrofe,  having  thus  magnified 

the  excellence  of  virginity  in  the  firft  divi- 
sion 
8 


ffC 

<c 

€€ 

<C 


<C 
€t 
«C 


9  L  £>     M  A  I  5  S.  ty 

fion  of  his  difcourfe,  propofes,  in  the  fecon<£ 
to  inftruft  the  young  virgin  in  the  particu- 
lars of  her  duty  i  and,  to  guard  himfelf  from 
the  imputation  of  arrogance,  he  offers  to  his 

* 

fair  difciples,  not  a  colledtion  of  fevere  pre* 
cepts,  but  of  (plendid  examples*    Having 
exhorted  them  to  imitate  the  humility  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  the  fortitude  of  the  mar- 
tyr Thecla,  he  relates  a  recent  inftance  of 
fem^c  chaftity  and  refolution  in  the  in- 
tererang  adventures  that  befel  a  young  and 
beautiful  virgin  of  Antioch,  who,  on  her  re- 
fufal  to  worfhip  the  Pagan  Divinities,  was 
dragged  into  a  public  brothel,  where  her 
chaftity  was  expofed  to  the  molt  imminent 
danger,  but  was  happily  preferved  by  the 
feng>ur  of  her  eloquence,  and  the  fincerity 
©f  her  virtue.    She  made  a  convert  and  a 
friend  of  the  heathen  foldier  who  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  outrage  {he  endured, 
•and  infpired  her  perfecutor  with  fuch  pity 
and  efteem,  that  he  attempted,  at  the  hazard 
of  his  own  life,  to  preferve  the  purity  which 
he  had  defigned  to  violate.  By  an  exchange 
.Vow  III.  £  tf 
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of  drefs,  he  contrived  the  efcape  of  the  Vtf* 
gin,  but  was  himfelf  condemned  to  die  for 
the  pious  deception.  The  heroic  virgin 
bravely  rallied  from  her  concealment  to  in- 
tercept the  fate  of  her  generous  deliverer. 
They  mutually  contended  for  the  glory  of 
dying  for  each  other.  Their  religious  he- 
roifm  was  derided  by  the  barbarity  of  perfe- 
cution,  and  the  only  indulgence  they  ob- 
tained, was  that  of  perifhing  together^ 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  pathetic  little 
ftory  has  employed  the  pen  of  a  famous 
French  poet,  and  of  an  Englifh  philofopher 
of  equal  eminence.  The  Theodore  of  Cor- 
neille,  as  he  informs  us  himfelf,  was  found* 
ed  on  this  anecdote  related  by  St.  Ambrofe; 
and,  among  the  juvenile  works  of  our  great 
Boyle,  we  find  the  martyrdom  of  Theodor| 
and  Didymus.  But  the  tragedy  of  the  fa- 
blime  poet,  and  the  narrative  of  the  benevo- 
lent philofopher,  are  both  funk  into  fimi- 
lar  negleft;  a  circumftance  fufficiently  ac- 
counted for  by  a  lively  remark  of  Voltaire 
Who  obferves,  very  juftly,  on  this  play  of 

2  Corwille, 
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Corneille,  that  cc  he  chofe  the  fubjefl:  be- 
*c  caufe  he  had  more  genius  than  taftej"  aA 
obfervation,  perhaps,  as  applicable  to  the 
Englifh  philofopher  as  to  the  French  poet ; 
and  certainly  ftill  more  applicable  to  the 
Latin  faint;  for  Ambrofe  has  related  thefe 
adventures  in  a  quaint  arid  conceited  ftyle, 
full  of  indecency  and  affectation.  I  hard 
therefore  declined  a  tranflation  of  the  paf- 
fage,  from  the  perfuafion  that  my  readers 
•would  be  more  entertained  by  a  (horter  and 
more  fimple  recital  of  this  affefting  ftory. 
I  (hall  add  to  it  the  curious  remarks  which 
Corneille  has  made  on  St.  Ambrofe,  to  can- 
lbJe  himfelf  for  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  tragedy. 
— fc  *  Certainly/'  fays  this  great,  though 
Unequal  poet,  <c  we  may  congratulate  our- 

Cf  felves 

•  *  Certes  ll  y  a  de  quoi  congratuler  i  la  purete  de 
notrc  theatre,  de  Voir,  qu'une  hiftoire  qui  fait  le  plug 
oel  ornement  da  fecondlivre  des  Vierges  de  Saint  Am- 
broife,  fe  trouve  trop  licentieufe  pour  y  etre  fupportce; 
Qu'eut-on  dit,  fi,  comme  ce  grand  do&eur  de  l'eglife, 
j'eufie  fait  voir  Theodore  dans  le  lieu  infame,  fi 
.'  •    .  C  a  j'euife 
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«  felvcs  on  die  purity  of  our  thea*e,  in  fc2* 
"  ing  that  a  ftory  which  forms  the  rooft 
*€  beautiful  ornament  in  St.  Ambrofe's  fi> 
"  cond  book  upon  virgins,  is  found  too  li-  . 
M  centious  to  be  endured*  What  would 
*(  they  have  faid,  if,  like  that  great  dofior 
u  of  the  church,  I  had  exhibited  Theodora 
"  in  a  houfe  of  infamy,  if  I  had  defcribed 
"  the  various  agitations  of  her  foul  while 
"  fhe  remained  in  that  fcene,  if  I  had  ex* 
preffed  the  trouble  that  fhe  felt  in  die 
moment  when  (he  faw  Didymus  enter  ? 
"  It  is  here  that  this  great  faint  difplays 
<c  the  triumph  of  his  eloquence,  it  is  for 
"  this  fpe&acle  that  he  particularly  inviees 
u  the  virgins  to  open  their  eyes." 

j'eufle  decrit  les  diverfes  agitations  de  (on  amc  durant 
qu'elle  y  fut,  fi  j'eufle  figure  les  troubles  qu'elle  y 
reflentit  au  premier  moment  qu'elle  y  vit  entrer  J)i- 
dyme  ?  Cell;  la-deflus  que  ce  grand  faint  fidt  triam- 
pher  Ton  eloquence,  &  e'eft  pour  ce  fpe&acle  qn*il  in- 
vite partkulierement  les  vierges  a  ouvrir  les  yeux. 

Corneille,  edit,  de  Voltaire, 
torn.  iii.  p.  143. 

Such 
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Such  are  the  refleftkms  of  Corneille,  in 
the  epiftle  dedicatory  to  his  unfortunate 
Theodora;  and  doubtlefs  it  was  a  confola-? 
tion  to  the  poet,  in  his  recent  difgrace,  to 
recoiled  that  he  was  infinitely  more  delicate 
than  the  canonized  archbifhop  of  Milan. 

In  truth,  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  church 
were  fo  free  in  their  anecdotes  and  expref- 
fions,  that,  in  giving  the  moft  guarded  ac- 
count of  their  difcourfes,  I  am  not  without 
fear  of  fometimes  offending  my  more  dainty- 
readers  ;  but  if  that  misfortune  lhould  hap- 
pen to  me,  I  earneftly  conjure  them  to  leo 
their  cenfure  fall,  not  on  the  humble  undig- 
nified author  of  this  Effay,  but  on  thofe  high 
and  hallowed  prelates,  whofe  compofitions 
on  this  nice  topic  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to 
review.  I  would  not  willingly  admit  into 
this  chafte  work  a  fingle  exprefiion  that 
could  force  even  the  prudes  to  blulh ;  but 
if  thofe  ladies  of  nice  imagination  fhould 
ever  find  me  betrayed  into  fuch  an  offence, 
I  intreat  them,  inftead  of  cenfuring  me,  to 
CQngratuhte  themfelves  on  the 'happy  re*. 

C  3  fihement 
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finemcnt  of  the  times,  in  which  it  is  imprf. 
fiblc  to  tranfcribe  the  compofitions  of  man£ 
a  faint,  without  incurring  the  charge  of  in* 
delicacy. 

The  third  book  of  St.  Ambrofe  opens  with 
a  recital  of  many  pious  precepts,  delivered 
to  Marcellina,  the  lifter  of  our  faint,  by  die 
pope  Liberius,  on  the  day  when  (he.  re* 
ceived  the  veil  from  his  hands.  The  points 
which  the  pontiff  particularly  recom- 
mended were,  temperance  and  taciturnity; 
the  latter  is  perpetually  enjoined  by  the  fa- 
thers, as  one  of  the  capital  perfeftions  in  a 
confecrated  virgin.  St.  Ambrofe  pays  his 
filter  the  compliment  of  acknowledging, 
that  her  virtue  had  not  only  equalled,  but 
even  exceeded,  the  difcipline  of  Liberius, 
and  fpecifies  her  great  merit  in  the  articles  of 
abftinence  and  prayer.  Yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  extreme  fanftity  of  her  chara&er,  he 
prefcnts  to  her  a  long  admonition  concern- , 
ing  the  dangers  that  attend  the  gaiety  of 
nuptial  entertainments,  and  the  wanton 
enormity  of  dancing.     He  then  anfwers  a 

queftion 
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ejucftion  of  Marcellrna's,  on  a  very  delicate 
fubjeft,  Whether  the  religion  which  forbids 
!&f-deftru<5tion*  allows  the  virgin  to  deftroy 
her  own  life  for  the  prefervation  of  her 
faith  and  her  virginity  ?  St.  Ambrofe  de- 
cides the  point,  by  the  example  of  Pelagia,  a  £ 
virgin  of  Antioch,  who,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  V 
threw  herfelf  into  a  river  to  efcape  from 
licentious  perfecution.  The  particulars  of 
Pelagia's  death  are  Angularly  ftriking,  and 
the  flourifhes  of  St.  Ambrofe,  in  relating  her 
ftory,  not  lefs  fo.  The  fpirit  of  this  young 
martyr  induced  her  virgin  lifters,  and  even 
her  mother,  to  fhare  her  fate.  St.  Am- 
brofe defcribes  this  heroic  family  advancing 
hand  in  hand,  to  the  brink  of  a  torrent, 
with  their  perfecutors  behind  them ;  and  he 
makes  thefe  undaunted  females  addrefs  the 
river  in  the  following  expreflions : — "  Be- 
u  hold  the  water !  who  forbids  us  to  be 
fC  baptized?  Let  the  water  receive  us, 
"  which  is  the  fource  of  regeneration — let 
"  the  water  receive  us,  by  which  virgins 
u  are  made — let    the  wates  receive   us, 

C  4  cc  which 
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u  which  opens  heaven,  clofes*  hell,  hidA 

cc  death,  and  produces  martyrs*."— The 

faint  relates,  that  they  added  to  this  addrek 

*  fliort  prayer  for  the  decent  prefervation 

of  their  bodies ;  <c  after  which,"  lays  he, 

0d£'  unbinding  their  garments,  fo  as  to  guard 

*><r  their  modefty,  and  yet  leave  their  fteps 

.   f*  free,  and  then  joining  hands,  as  if  to 

"  lead  a  dance,  they  plunged  together,  into 

u  the  deepeft  part  of  the  flood  f." 

Befides  the  example  of  Pelagia,  St.  Airt- 
brofe  reminds  his  fitter  of  the  refolution 
difplayed  by  a  chafte  female  o£  their  own 

*  Ecce  aqua !  Quis  nos  baptizari  prohibet  ?  Ex* 
cipiat  nos  aqua,  quae  regenerarc  confuevit— -excipUt 
nos  aqua,  quae  virgines  facit— excipiat  nos  aqua,  quae 
coelum  aperit,  inferos  tegit,  mortem  abfeondit,  mar- 
tyres  reddit. 

f  Incin&o  finu  quo  pudorem  tegerent,  nee  greflum 
impedircnt,  confertis  manibus,  tanquam  choros  duce- 
rent,  in  medium  progrediuntur  alveum ;  ubi  unda 
torrentior,  ubi  profundum  abruptius,  illd  veftigia  di- 
rigentes.  Divj  Ambrofii  de  Virg,  lib.  iiL 

X  family, 
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family,  who  periflied,  he  fays,  in  the  fevereft 
tortures  without  a  groan  or  a  tear. 

In  the  clofe  of  his  elaborate  treatife,  St. 
Ambrofe  enters  into  a  long  and  very  warrffr 
vindication  of  his  own  condudt.     He  had 
been  accufed,  it  feems  (and  certainly  with 
juftice)  of  alluring  young  maidens  to  relin- 
quilh  the  natural  idea  of  fettling  them-* 
felyes  in  marriage,  and  to  take  the  monaftic 
vow.     Inftead  of  denying,  he  glories  in  the 
charge.     "  Can   that  conduft,"  exclaims* 
the  faint,  "  be  confidered  as  a  crime  in  me/ 
€€  which  has  always  reflefted  honour  on  the 
*  priefthood,  to  fow  the  feeds  of  perfe&ion," 
"  and  promote  an  attachment  to  virginity  V* 
—  He  then  proceeds  to  examine,  whether 
his  doftrine  can  be  cenfured,  either  as  di£ 
honeft,  or  new,  or  unprofitable  -,   and  his 
reafoning  on  thefe  three  points  is  highly  cu- 
rious : — "  If  you  call  it  difhoneft,"  fays  the 
faint,  rc  *yoy  muft  alfo  apply  that  appella- 
w  tion  to  the  life  of  the  angels ;  for  they 
<c  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage. 
•?  Can  it  be  condemned  as  \  novelty  ?  I 

cc%fent 
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*  confent  to  abjure  all  things  as  novelties, 
u  which  are  not  taught  us  by  Chrift  j  but 
"  dots  he  not  deliver  the  fame  doftrinc, 

#'  when  he  fays,  c  There  are  eunuchs  which 
"  have  made  themfelves  eunuchs  for  the 
"  kingdom  of  heaven  V  .  Virginity  a 
4t  therefore  fan&ified  .by  a  celeftial  voice, 
u  and  recommended  by  the  precepts  of  our 
€C  Lord.  —  But  fince  we  have  thus  proved, 
"  that  the  do&rine  of  continence  is  neither 
u  difhoneft  nor  new,  let  us  enquire  if  it  can 

*  be  reckoned  unprofitable. .  I  have  heard 
**  many  people  exclaim,  that  the  world  is 
cc  perilhing — that  the  human  race  will  be- 
**  come  extindt  —  that  wedlock  is  ruined. 
fC  I  only  aik,  in  reply,  did  ever  any  man 
u  feek  a  wife  without  being  able  to  find 
"  one  ? — If  any  one  thinks  that  the  human 
u  race  will  be  diminiihed  by  the  confecra- 
<f  tion  of  virgins,  let  him  confider,  that 
"  where  there  are  few  virgins,  there  are 
fC  fewer  men.    Where  the  devotion  to  vir* 

*  Matth.  chap.  xix. 
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lity  is  frequent,  there  the  number  o£ 
m  is  much  greater.     Obferve  what 
altitudes  are  annually  'admitted  to  thrf 
il  in  the  chiirches  of  the  Eaft,  and  of* 
Hex     The  men  born  in  this  country, 
;  fewer  than  the  virgins  that  are  confe- 
ited  there  *." 
ith  the  citation  of  this  curious  faft,  I 

clofe  my  account  of  St.  Ambrofe's 
r  treatife  oh  virgins,  as  the  refidue  of 
work  confifts  only  of  pafiages  from 
ure  very  whimfically  united, 
le  fecond  compofition  of  our  illuftrious 

on  this  interefting  topic,  is  entitled, 
Exhortation  to  Virgins,"  It  was  written 
>mpliment  to  Juliana,an  opulent  widow, 
having  devoted  her  whole  family,  con- 
j  of  a  fon  and  three  daughters,  to  a  re- 
is  life,  employed  'her  fortune  in  build- 

ifcitft  quanta*  Alexandrina,  totiufque  Orientis, 
cana  ecclefia,  quotannis  facrare  confoeverint. 
res  hie  homines  prodeunt  qoam  illic  virginec 
antur.  Divi  Ambrof.  de  Virg.  lib.  iii. 

» 
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ing  a  church  at  Florence,  which  (he  it* 
quefted  St.  Ambrofe  to  confecrate.  Upon 
this  ceremony  the  faint  introduces  Juliana 
in  his  difcourfe,  extolling  to  her  children 
the  excellence  of  virginity  in  oppofkion  © 
marriage.  He  makes  her  declare,  that  al- 
though fhe  had  a  good  hufband,  fhe  la- 
ments that  (he  was  ever  married  $  and  that 
nothing  can  confole  her  for  having  forfeited, 
in  her  own  peribn,  the  grace  of  virginity, 
but  the  hope  of  proving  the  mother  of  holy 
virgins.  But  the  mod  remarkable  paflage 
in  this  fingular  work  is  a  very  whimfical 
pun.  St.  Ambrofe,  deriving  the  word  W> 
berey  to  marry,  from  nubcs>  a  cloud,  purities 
his  conceit  with  great  folemnity,  and  gravely 
demonftrates  the  fimilitude  between  a  mar- 
ried woman  and  a  heavy  exhalation  *.  The 
difcourfe  contains  many  fentiments  and  pre- 

*  Et  vcre  graves  nubes,  quae  fufHnent  farinas 
matrimonii.  Nam  etiam  gravari  alvo  fenmtor*  cnai 
femina  conceptionis  acceperint. 

Divi  Ambrofii  ad  Virg.  Exhort** 
p.  1 08.  edit,  fiafil. 
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cepts,  exa&ly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  preced- 
ing treatife,  and  concludes  with  an  encomi- 
um on  the  piety  of  Juliana. 

The  third  work,  which  St.  Ambrofe  de- 
moted to  the  holy  fifterhood,  has  two  differ- 
ent titles,  being  fometimes  called  The  Infti- 
tution  of  a  Virgin,  and  fometimes,  A  Dif* 
nurfe  on  the  perpetual  Virginity  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  which  St.  Ambrofe  very  zealoufly 
fopported  againft  Bonofus,  a  biihop  con- 
demned by  the  council  of  Capua,  for  the 
eppofite  opinion.  The  faint  alledges  fix 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  point  which  he 
intends  to  prove  5  but,  as  the  Catholic  cri- 
tics juftiy  obferve  that  fome  of  thefe  argu- 
ments have  more  wit  than  folidity,  I  fhall 
decline  an  account  of  them,  from  a  reve- 
rence to  the  hallowed  perfonage  of  whom 
they  %>eak. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    III. 

On  St.  Chryfoftom,  and  bis  Panegyric  o* 

Virginity. 

IF  the  pious  virgins  of  Italy  had  reafon  to 
admire  the  zeal  which  the  holy  Am* 
brofe  difplayed   in  their  behalf,  thofe  of 
Conftantinople  enjoyed  a  patron  and  paftor 
yet  more  admirable  in  the  famous  St*  Chry- 
foftom, who  equalled  the   archbifhop  of 
Milan  in  his  enthufiaftic  veneration  for  ce- 
libacy, with  the  infinuating  advantage  of  a 
fuperior  eloquence.      This   talent,    from 
which  he  received  the  appellation  of  Chry- 
foftom, or  the  golden  mouth,  had  railed  him 
from  the  condition  of  a  fequeftered  tnonkj 
to  prefide  over  the  clergy  of  the  Eaftern  em- 
pire :  but  his  elevation,  though  propitious 
to  his  glory,  was  fatal  to  his  peace.     The 
aufterity  of  a  hermit  was  ill  fuited  to  the 

manners  of  a  corrupt  metropolis.  The  in- 
flexible 
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flexible  prelate  engaged  in  a  dangerous 
quarrel  with  the  emprefs  Eudoxia,  and,  af-_ 
ter  fuftaining  his  epifcopal  office  nine  years, 
under  the  viciffitudqp  of  triumph  and  dif- 
grace,  he  expired  in  407,  at  the  age  of  fixty, 
and  in  the  midft  of  hardfhips  infli&ed  on 
him  as  a  perfecuted  exile. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  quott 
Jbme  paffages  from  this  accompliflied  faint, 
in  fpeaking  of  the  unorthodox  cohabitation 
of  priefts  and  virgins ;  a  licentious,  or  at 
leaft  an  offenfive  cuftom,  which  Chryfbf- 
tom  had  the  honour  of  fupprefling,  by  his 
eloquent  inve&ives.  In  thefe  we  have 
feen,  that  the  holy  father  beftowed  on  virgi- 
nity the  moft  magnificent  praife ;  but  I  am 
yet  to  give  an  account  of  a  long  and  regular 
panegyric,  which  he  compofed  cxprefsly  on 
this  favourite  topic. 

He  opens  this  elaborate  treatife  with  a  fe- 
rere  condemnation  of  all  heretical  virgins, 
whom  he  finks  to  a  condition  below  that  of 
the  Chriftian  adulterefs.  He  uncharitably 
reprefenu  the  Pagan  Old  Maid  as  an  imme- 
diate 
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diate  minifter  of  the  devil*  nay,  he  will  ndt 
allow  that  fhe  could  be  a  virgin  $  for,  al- 
though her  perfon  was  pure,  yet  her  foul, 
the  more  important  pyrt,  was  corrupted :-» 
"  And  what,'1  cries  the  animated  faint, 
u  what  is  the  advantage,  if  die  temple  be 
"  demolilhed,  that  the  veftibule  ftands  a* 
«*  tire?" 

He  proceeds,  with  great  fubdety,  to  fhew, 
€€  that  he  who  condemns  marriage,  dimi- 
u  nifties  the  glory  of  true  virginity  j  and 
<c  that  he  who  praifes  wedlock,  docs  the 
"  higheft  honour  to   celibacy  :    for  that 
cc  which  is  confidered  as  good,  on  a  coto- 
cc  parifon  with  evil,  may  be  not  eminently 
u  good;    but  that  which  is  better  than 
<c  a  bleffing  of  univerfal  estimation,  muft  be 
*c  fupremely  excellent;  and  in  this  light," 
continues  the  faint,  "  we  recommend  vir* 
*€  ginity.    Matrimony  is  good  *  and  on  this 
u  account  virginity  is  marvellous,  becaufc 
**  it  is  better  than  good  * ;  and,  if  you  wifh 

9Tt  KOthV  *£l»T%»  ItfTI. 

San&.  Chryf.  torn.  iv.  p.  322,  edit.  Tta 
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cc  it,  I  will  inform  you  how  far  it  is  better  j 
"  as  much  as  heaven  is  better  than  earth, 
cc  and  angels  than  men." 

In  this  companion,  St.  Chryfoftom  only 
echoes  the  fentiment  and  expreflion  which 
we  have  already  feei>  in  more  than  one  of 
his  predeceflbrs :  but  this  eloquent  enco- 
miaft  of  virginity  was  of  a  Ipirit  too  ani- 
mated to  content  himfelf  with  a  fervile  re- 
petition, and  we  accordingly  find  him  pur- 
fuing  this  idea,  with  addrefs  and  vigpur 
peculiar  to  himfelf. 

After  faying,  that  virginity  is  as  much  fu- 
perior  to  wedlock,  as  angels  are  to  men,  he 
exclaims,  cc  Or,  to  Ipeak  wi{h  juft  energy, 
<c  yet  more ;  for  the  angels,  if  they  neither 
<c  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  are  not 
"  compounded  of  flefli  and  blood;  they 
€€  have  no  fettlement  on  earth,  they  feel  not 
the  perturbations  of  defire.  They  neither 
hunger  nor  thirft,  they  have  no  organs 
which  can  b^foftened  by  mufic  or  fafci- 
nated  by  beauty ;  but,  as  the  meridian 
u  Iky,  where  no  clouds  are  colle&ed,  ap- 
Voi.  IIL  D  "  pears 
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"  pears  pure,  fo  their  nature,  unclouded  by 
"  mortal  patBons,  mud  of  necefiity  be  clear 
"  and  lucid." 

The  faint  proceeds  to  (hew,  that  virgins, 
under  the  difadvantage  of  mortality,  engage 
in  a  fuccefsful  competition  with  thefe  celef- 
tial  fpirits,  and  equal  them  in  purity  and 
perfection.—"  But  this,"  he  exclaims  with 
indignation,  "  this  touches  not  you,  ye 
"  worldlings,  who  wafte  this  lovely  trea- 
**  fure  !  —  the  portion  of  die  unprofitable 
"  fervant  is  referred  for  you :  but  to  the 
'  "  virgins  of  the  church,  many  and  great 
"  rewards  lhall  be  allotted,  fuch  as  neither 
"  eye  nor  ear  can  perceive,  nor  human  un- 
"  derftanding  comprehend." 

He  then  attempts  to  refute  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  againft  celibacy,  by 
affirming,  that  marriage  is  by  no  means  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  prefervation  and  continuance 
of  the  human  race ;  and,  as  a  .proof  of  this, 
he  afTerts  (what  other  faints  have  alfo  main- 
tained) that  Adam  had  no  connubial  inter- 
courfc 
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courfe  with  Eve,  till  after  their  expulfion 
from  Paradife. 

He  goes  yet  farther,  and  affirms,  it  is  not 
virginity,  but  fin,  that  has  a  tendency  to  di- 
minifh  and  deftroy  the  human  fpecies,  and 
fupports  his  remark  by  the  hiftory  of  the 
deluge. 

The  feint  proceeds  to  make  many  fevere 
reflections  on  thofe  who  treat  virginity  with 
contempt.  He  expatiates  on  the  excel- 
lence and  the  merits  of  the  maidenly  condi* 
tion.  He  dwells  on  the  fevere  bondage  of 
wedlock,  and  particularly  on  the  hard  cafe 
of  that  wife  who  may  wifh  to  live  in  a  ftate 
of  continence,  and  yet  cannot  lawfully  refufe 
thofe  carefles  to  which  (he  has  no  inclina-  • 
tion.  He  contrails  the  fingle  and  the  mar- 
ried life  in  every  point  of  view,  and  unic 
formly  decides  in  favour  of  the  firft. 


Da  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 

On  St.  Jerom,  and  bis  various  Compofitums  in 

Praife  of  Virginity.    . 

I  SHALL  clofe  my  catalogue  of  holy 
panegy  rifts  with  the  mention  of  a  faint 
who-was  equal,  and  perhaps  liiperior,  to  ail 
his  fainted  brethren,  in  extent  of  learning, 
in  vigour  of  genius,  and,  above  all,  in  ve- 
hemence of  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  virgi- 
nity,    I  mean  the  paffionate  and  the  witty 
St.  Jerom,  who  paffed  a  great  part  of  his  An- 
gular life  either  in  struggling  with  his  own 
turbulent  defires  in  a  lonely  wilderncfs,  or  in 
preaching  continence  to  the  devout  and  rich 
ladies  of  a  luxurious  city.     He  was  born 
about  the  year  345,  on  the  confines  of  Dal- 
matia,  received  his  education  at  Rome,  and 
travelled  into  Gaul.     He  then  propofed  to 
fettle  in  the  metropolis  of  Italy,  but  the 
religious  a&ivity  of  his  fpirit  foon  hurried 

him 
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him  into  the  Eaft ;  and,  having  vifitcd  the 
moft  hallowed  places  of  that  country,  he  de- 
voted himfelf  to  a  ftate  of  fevereft  mortifi- 
cation in  the  deferts  of  Syria.     Sicknefs 
drove  him  to  Antioch  $  from  thence  he  was 
led  to  Conftantinople  by  his  defire  of  con- 
verting with  St.  Gregory  Nazianzen.     Fx- 
clefiaftical   bufinefs  now  carried    him  to 
Rome,  and  it  was  at  this  advanced  period 
of  his  life  that  he  became  the  favourite  pre- 
ceptor of  many  Roman  ladies,  who,  while 
they  attended  his  exhortations  to  chaftity, 
were  very  wantonly  cehfured  for  their  de- 
vout familiarity  with  this  eloquent  enthufi- 
aft.   The  attachment  of  his  female  difciples, 
though  probably  very  innocent,  was  un- 
doubtedly very  ftrong,  as  fome  of  them 
followed  him  into  the  Holy  Land,  where  he 
ended  an  unquiet  but  iiluftrious  life,  at  the 
age  of  fourfcore.     Among  thefe  difciples, 
a  widow,  whofe  name  was  Paula,  attradted 
th£  notice  of  the  world  by  her  rank  and  for- 
tune, and  ftill  more  by  the  fervency  of  her 
dtvotion.      The  ardent  friendfhip  which 

D  3  St. 
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St.  Jerom  profeffed  for  this  lady  had  a  con- 
fiderablc  influence  on  his  life  and  writings. 
What  he  fuffered,  and  what  he  enjoyed,  to 
the  pious  conne&ion,  he  has  himfclf  very 
forcibly  defcribed,  in  a  letter  addrefled  to 
Afella,  a  religious  maiden  of  peculiar  fane- 
tity.  In  fpeaking  of  the  Roman  ladies,  he 
fays,  <c  *  I  lived  among  them  almoft  three 
cc  years,  and  was  frequently  furrounded 
by  a  croud  of  virgins.  To  fome  I  often 
explained  the  fcripture.  My  le&ures 
produced  attention  —  attention,  famili- 
arity— and  familiarity,  confidence.  But 
let  them  fay  if  they  ever  obferved  in  me 
any  tiling  unbecoming  a  Chriftian.  I  ac- 
cepted, indeed,  the  money  of  fome ;  their 
prefents,  whether  fmall  or  great,  I  did 
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*  Pene  ccrtc  triennium  cum  eis  vixi ;  molta  me  Wr- 
ginum  crebrd  turba  circumdedit.  Di vinos  libros,  at 
potui,  nonnullis  faepe  diflerui.  Ledtio  aifidiriutem,  if* 
fiduitas  familiaritatem,  familiaritas  fiduciam  fecent 
Dicant  quid  unquam  in  me  aliter  fenferint  qoa» 
Chriftiaaum  decebat.  Pccuniam  cujufqaam  accept; 
munera  vel  parva  vel  magna  non  fprevi :  nihil  aSbb 
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not  defpife;  yet  nothing  was  ever  al- 
ledged  againft  me  except  my  fex,  and 
even  that  was  never  aJledged  againft  me, 
till  Paula  travelled  to  Jerufalem.  Before 
€€  I  became  familiar  with  the  houfe  of  the 
cc  holy  Paula,  I  had  gained  the  general  ap- 
plaufe  of  thfe  whole  city ;  and  by  the 
judgment  of  almoft  all,  I  was  regarded 
as  worthy  the  higheft  rank  in  the  church. 
<c  I  was  called  a  faint,  I  was  called  humble 
"  and  eloquent.  —  Did  I  ever  enter  the 
cc  doors  of  any  gay  or  wanton  lady  ?  Were 
€<  filk  and  jewels,  a  painted  face,  and  a  pro- 
cc  fufion  of  gold,  any  attradtions  to  me  ?— 
cc  There  was  no  matron  of  Rome  who 

"  £ould 

aliud  objicitur  nifi  fexus  meus ;  et  hoc  nunquam  objici- 
tur,  uifi  quum  Jerofolymam  Paula  proficifcitur.  Ante- 
quam  domum  fandtac  Pauls  nofTem,  totius  in  me  urbis 
fhidia  confonabaiu ;  omnium  pehe  judicio  digTius 
fumrno  facerdotio  decernebar.  Dicebar  fandhis,  di- 
cebar  humilis  et  difcrtus.  Numquid  domum  alicujus 
laicivioris  ingreflus  fum  ?  numquid  me  veftes  (ericx, 
nitentes  gemma?,  picla  fades,  auri  rapuit  ambitio  ? 
Nulla  fuit  alia  Romac  matronarum  quae  meam  poiTet 
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cc  could  conquer  my  mind,  except  her  dif- 
cc  tinguifhed  by  mourning  and  mortifica- 
«*  tion,  coarfe  in  her  attire,  and  almoft 
<c  blind  with  weeping— whom  die  fun  often 
"  finds  imploring,  through  fucceffive  nights, 
u  the  mercy  of  her  God— whofe  fongs  are 
u  pfalms — whofe  convcrfation,  the  gofpel 
—whofe  luxury,  continence— whole  life 
a  faft.  No  woman  could  delight  me,  ex- 
cept her  whom  I  never  beheld  in  die  aft 
of  eating :  but  as  fbon  as  I  began  to  ef- 
teem,  to  revere,  and  look  up  to  her  for 


<c 
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"  the  merit  of  her  chaftity,  from  that  mo- 
cc  ment  all  my  own  virtues  forfook  me.** 


The  faint  proceeds  to  vent  his  indigna- 
tion againft  the  envy  and  malice  of  thole 

edomare  mentem,  nifi  lugens  atque  jejunans,  fqua* 
lens  fordibus,  flctibus  pene  caecata ;  quam  conrfnais 
no&ibus  mifericordiam  Domini  deprecantem  fol  ftpJ 
deprehendit ;  cujus  canticum  pfalmi,  fermo  evange*. 
Hum;  ddidaecontinentia,vita  jejunium.  Nulla  jnepo- 
tuit  alia  delegare,  nifi  ilia  quam  manducantem  mm* 
quam  vidi ;  fed  poftqoam  earn  pro  foe  mcrito  caftita* 
tis  vencrari,  colere,  fufcipcrc  ccepi*  omnes  me  illio6 
deferuere  virtutes.        Sanft.  Hieron*  toqu  ir.  p.  66* 

who 
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who  had  accufed  him  of  a  criminal  intrigue 
with  this  devout  lady ;  and  he  clofes  his  let* 
ter  with  all  the  animation  of  injured  inno- 
cence, profefling,  in  fphe  of  the  cenforious 
world,  an  cverlafting  attachment  both  to 
the  widow  Paula,  and  her  maiden  daughter 
Euftochium.  To  the  latter  he  has  ad- 
dreflcd  one  of  his  moft  remarkable  com- 
positions; and  of  this  I  (hall  now  give  a 
hrief  account.  It  is  intitled,  "  An  Epiftle 
on  the  Prefervation  of  Virginity." — "  I  do 
cc  not  intend  in  this  difcourfe,"  fays  the 
faint  to  his  fair  difciple,  "  to  rehearfe  to  you 
"  the  praifes  of  that  maidenly  condition, 
"  which  you  have  found  to  be  moft  excel- 
**  lent,  nor  to  enumerate  the  troubles  of 
"  matrimony.  There  will  be  no  adulation 
"■  in  this  little  treatife,  no  rhetorical  pomp 
cc  of  language,  which  may  inveft  you  with 
the  dignity  of  an  angel,  and,  by  deferr- 
ing the  beatitude  of  virginity,  lay  the 
world  at  your  feet.  I  do  not  wifh  that 
€C.  the  life  you  have  embraced  fhould  in- 
u  ipire  you  with  pride,  but  with  caution : 

"  you 
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4C  you  travel,  laden  with  trcafure,  it  is  there- 
u  fore  your  bufineft  to  avoid  a  thief  V 

After  this  friendly  admonition,  the  (aim 
proceeds  to  fpeak  of  the  inccflant  danger  to 
which  virginity  is  expofcd ;  and,  to  alann 
his  tender  pupil  in  the  higheft  degree,  he 
lays,  with  a  temerity  of  language  which  his 
zeal,  I  think,  can  hardly  excufe,  (c  Though 
God  is  all  powerful,  he  cannot  raife  up  a 
virgin  that  is  ruined.  He  is  able,  indeed, 
cr  to  deliver  her  from  punifhment;  but 
*€  he  will  not  beftow  a  crown  on  the  cor- 
€C  ruptedf.  Virginity/' continues  the  faint, 
cc  may  even  pcrifh  by  the  fimple  offences 
of  die  mind,  and  be  loft  only  by  har- 
bouring a  licentious  idea." — St.  Jcrom 
is  very  candid,  in  adding  to  this  rigid 
maxim  a  {hiking  hiftory  of  his  own  turbu- 

*  Onufta  incedis  auro,  latro  tibi  viundas  ell. 

Epift.  ad  Enftoch. 

f  Audenter  loquar  :  quum  omnia  poffit  Deas,  fuf- 
citarc  virginem  non  poteft  poll  ruinam.  Valet  qm- 
dem  liberare  de  poena,  fed  non  vult  coronare  cor- 
roptam.  Epift,  ad  EnAoco. 

lent 
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lent  and  wanton  thoughts  in  the  wildernefs 
to  which  he  retired.  In  fpite  of  the  fevere 
mortifications  by  which  he  there  endea- 
voured to  fubdue  the  propenfities  of  nature, 
in  the  midft  of  faffing,  folitude,  and  prayer, 
his  ardent  imagination,  he  confefies,  hur- 
ried him  from  the  filent  defert  to  fcenes  of 
Roman  luxury,  and  the  fociety  of  girls. 
From  this  honeft  confeflion,  he  draws  a 
forcible  argument  in  favour  of  temperance. 
— <c  If  they,"  fays  the  faint,  "  who  reduce 
their  bodies  by  abftinence,  are  thus  tor- 
mented by  their  fancy,  what  muft  the 
c<  damfel  fuffer,  w^io  is  indulged  in  every 
y  delicacy  ?  If,  therefore,  I  have  any  right 
to  advife,  if  you  can  credit  experience, 
this  is  my  firft  admonition,  this  my  moft 
earneft  intreaty,  that  the  confecrated  yir- 
cc  gin  may  fly  from  wine  as  from  poifon." 
—The  faint  expatiates  on  the  neceffity  of 
abftinence,  both  as  to  food  and  liquor; 
and  he  concludes  his  advice  on  this  topic 
with  thefe  remarkable  expreflions: — "  It 
is  not  that  Heaven  is  delighted  with  the 
5  "  rumbling 
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*'  rumbling  of  our  interlines,  but  chaftity 

"  cannot  otherwife  be  fafe  *." 

This  caution  is  followed  by  a  very  (bik- 
ing pifture  of  the  diflblute  manners  which 
prevailed  in  that  age.  The  ladies  and  the 
clergy  are  treated  with  equal  feverity  by 
the  indignant  Jerom ;  their  vices  are  de- 
fcribed  with  that  Angular  vehemence  of 
angry  wit,  that  energy  of  metaphor,  by 
which  the  writings  of  this  eloquent  father  are 
peculiarly  diftinguifhed :  "  I  am  afhamed 
"  to  fay,"  exclaims  the  animated  faint, 
"  how  many  virgins  are  daily  ruined ! 
"  what  illuftrious  maidens  are  loft  from  the 
u  very  bofom  of  our  mother  church  1  over 
"  what  fallen  ftars  the  proud  enemy  rears 
"  his  throne  f !"    He  proceeds  to  ftrike  at 

*  Non  quod  Dcus  inteftinorum  noflrorum  rugitu 
deleftetur,  fed  quod  aliter  pudicitia  tota  effe  nan 
poffit.  EpiiL  ad  Euftoch. 

f  Pudet  dicere  quo:  quotidic  virgin cs  raant, 
quanta*  de  fuo  gremio  mater  perdat  ecclefia,  fiiper 
qnx  fydera  inimtcus  fuperhus  ponat  thronom  funm  ; 
quot  petras  excavet,  et  babicet  coluber  in  foramim- 
bus  earum. 

A?  ' 
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the  cohabitation,  that  I  have  mentioned  be- 
fore, between  the  priefts  and  the  canonical 
virgins :  "  How  was  this  peft,"  cries  the 
angry  Jerom, cc  introduced  into  the  church  ? 
"  whence  are  thefe  harlots,  who  confine 
cc  themfelves  to  a  fingle  man  ?  They  are 
"  contained  in  the  fame  houfe,  in  one 
cc  chamber,  aye,  and  often  in  one  little  bed* 
"  and  yet  call  us  fufpicious  if  we  fuppofe 
cc  anything*.*' 

The  faint  proceeds  to  contraft  with  thefe 
licentious  manners  the  extreme  purity  of  his 
young  difciple,  in  which  he  exhorts  her  to 
perfevere  with  various  precepts  $  he  dwells 
chiefly  on  abftinence  and  nightly  prayer. 
He  recommends  to  her  feveral  authors,  who 
had  written  on  virgins — Tertullian,  St.  Cy- 
prian, his  friend  Damafus  the  Roman  pon- 
tiff, who  celebrated  virginity  both  in  prtfe 
and  verfe,  but,  above  all,  the  treatife  of  St, 

•  Unde  in  ecclefias  Agapctarum  pefHs  introiit  ? 
node  meretricet  univirse  ?  Eadem  domo,  uno  cubi* 
ailo,  fsepc  uno  tcnentcr  et  le&alo,  et  fufpiciofos  not 
vocant,  (i  aliquid  exiftimamas.    BpifL  ad  EofiocL 

Ambrofc, 
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Ambrofe,  of  which  I  have  given  an  ac- 
count, and  which  St.  Jerom  extols  as  a 
mafter-piece  of  eloquence.  He  cautions 
her,  at  the  fame  time,  againft  all  profaner 
ftudies,  and  particularly  the  amufement  of 
poetry. 

There  is  a  very  pleating  peculiarity  in 
this  generous  faint ;  I  mean,  his  -"uftom  of 
relating  a  little  hiftory  of  his  own  frailties, 
to  form  a  more  forcible  leflbn  for  the  ufe  of 
his  dilciple.  Of  this  we  have  already  (een 
■one  example,  in  the  narration  of  his  wanton 
thoughts  in  the  defert.  A  fecond  now  oc- 
curs, on  the  fubjecl:  of  profane  literature. 
He  confelfes  to  his  fair  pupil,  that,  after 
fpending  fome  time  in  his  facred  ftudies,  in 
fading  and  prayer,  he  ufed  to  amufe  hint* 
fclf  with  the  comedies  of  Plautus,  which 
delighted  him  fo  much,  that  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  perufal  of  the  prophets,  he 
found  them  infufferably  dull.  A  fever  at- 
tacked him,  and,  at  the  height  of  his  dif- 
temper,  he  was  tranfported,  in  a  vifion,  be- 
fow  the  tribunal  of  a  judge,  who,  upbraiding 
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him  for  his  attachment  to  the  literature 
of  the  Gentiles,  commanded  him  to  be 
fcoufged.  The  confcious  Jerom  acknow- 
ledges the  juftice  of  this  fentence,  and  fup- 
ports  the  reality  of  his  punifhment,  by  ap- 
pealing to  the  ftripes  which  he  continued, 
he  fays,  to  feel  after  his  fleep  had  left 
him. 

In  Ipeaking  of  literature,  St.  Jerom  has 
fbme  curious  exprefiions  concerning  the  li- 
terary magnificence  of  his  age.  cc  Parch- 
ment," feys  he,  "  is  tinged  with  purple, 
gold  flows  into  letters,  and  books  are  ar- 
rayed in  jewels."  He  afcribes  this  paf- 
fion  for  fplendor  to  the  Roman  ladies, 
whom  he  reprefents,  in  general,  as  full  of 
oftentation,  and  deftitute  of  virtue. 

From  hence  he  takes  occafion  to  put  hrs 
fair  difciple  on  her  guard  againft  luxury 
and  avarice. 

At  the  diftance  of  thirty  years  from  the 
compofition  of  thefe  inftruftions  to  the 
tender  Euftochium,  we  find  the  ardent  St. 
Jtretn  addrefiing,  with  the  fame  zeal  for 
»  '-.  chaftity, 
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chaftity,  another  Roman  virgin,  of  equal  or 
fuperior  eminence ;  I  mean  the  celebrated 
Demetrias,  the  grand-daughter  of  Pioba,  t 
matron  of  the  higheft  rank  and  character  in 
Rome,  who,  flying  from  that  city,  when  it 
was  taken  by  the  Goths,  efcaped  with  her 
family,  and  the  wreck  of  an  immenfe  for- 
tune, to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  The  young 
and  lovely  Demetrias — inflamed  with  a 
pious  palfion  for  the  palm  of  virginity,  or 
alarmed,  perhaps,  by  the  fate  of  many  illus- 
trious Roman  damfels,  torn  from  their  ex- 
iled parents,  and  bafely  fold  to  Syrian  mer- 
chants by  the  infamous  Count  Heracliao, 
who  commanded  in  Africa — (ought  an  afy- 
lum  in  the  church,  by  afluming  the  veil. 
The  holy  maiden  was  complimented  by  the 
mod  eminent  faints  of  the  age  on  this  a5 
of  devotion.  Nothing  can  more  forcibly 
(hew  the  high  cpnfequence  of  canonical 
virgins  in  that  period,  than  the  epiftlc  of 
St.  Jerom  to  Demetrias.  After  fome  praifc 
beftowed  on  her  own  charafter,  and  that  of 
her  family,  he  reprefents  her  confederation  as 
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an  event  which  diffufed  fuch  univerfal  joy 
throughout  the  Roman  world,  that  it  com- 
penfated  in  a  great  meafure  the  late  over- 
throw of  the  imperial  city.  He  affirms, 
that  the  delight  and  exultation  of  the  Ro- 
man people,  on  this  occafion,  were  fuperior 
to  what  they  had  formerly  difplayed,  both 
when  their  country  was  delivered  from  the 
ravages  of  the  Gauls,  and  when,  after  the 
fatal  battles  of  Trebia>  Thrafymene,  and 
Cannse,  they  firft  heard  of  the  victory  which 
Marcellus  obtained  at  Nola.  This,  furely, 
is  one  of  the  moft  hyperbolical  compli- 
ments that  was  ever  paid  to  a  fair  devotee, 
and  affords  us  a  curious  proof  how  far*  the 
imagination  of  our  lively  faint  would  fome- 
times  outrun  his  judgment.  But  though 
his  zeal  has  overcharged  the  pi&ure,  we 
muft  remember  that  he  painted  from  life : 
and  his  defcription  of  the  effects  produced 
by  the  confecration  of  this  noble  damfel, 
exhibits  in  the  ftrongeft  light  the  maidenly 
enthufiafm  of  that  period.  After  declaring 
that  the  joy  of  Demetrias's  family  was  fuch 
Vol.  III.  £  as 
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as  the  eloquence  both  of  Cicero  and  De- 
mofthenes  would  be  unequal  to  defcribe, 
St.  Jerom  exclaims,  <€  Good  God,  what 
"  was  their  exultation !  as  from  one  fruit- 
ful  root  many  virgins  fhot  forth*;  a 
multitude  of  female  dependants  purfbed 
the  example  of  their  lady ;  theprafeffion 
"  of  virginity  prevailed  in  every  houfe  f- 
"  I  fpeak  too  faintly:  all  the  churches  of 
"  Africa  exulted  -,  the  fame  of  the  pious 
u  virgin  pervaded  every  city,  every  town, 
u  every  village,  to  the  moft  lonely  hut;  all 
"  the  iflands  between  Africa  and  Italy  were 
u  filled  with  the  joyful  tidings.  Then  Italy 
"  threw  off  her  garb  of  mourning,  and  die 
"  half-demoliftied  walls  of  Rome  recovered 
"  a  part  of  their  priftinc  fplendor,  her  God 
"  being  deemed  propitious  in  this  perfeft 
"  converfion  of  her  daughter.  You  would 


•  Qaafi  ex  radice  facuoda,  molte  finnd  rirgia* 
pullularunt. 

f  Per  omnes  doraos  fervebat  yirginltatis  profefo 
Panua  loquor,  ice. 

Sanft.  ffieron.  EpUL  adDemetriadw. 

*  hire 
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w,*have  thought  the  race  of  Goths  ex- 
"  tinguifhed,  and  all  her  bafe  enemies 
*c  (truck  dead  by  the  avenging  thunder  of 
"  heaven." 

Having  reprefenjpd  the  effefts  of  her 
confecration  in  thefe  flattering  colours,  St. 
Jerom  proceeds  to  favour  thi$  illuftrious 
virgin  with  many  precepts  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  her  purity.  He  dwells  on  xhf 
ufual  topics  of  temperance  and  prayer.  He 
ingenioufly  compares  the  virgin,  who  lives 
chaftely  in  the  warmth  of  youth,  to  thpfe 
holy  perfons  who  continued  unhurt  in  the 
fiery  furnace.  To  the  rich  virgin  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  is  more  meritorious  to  employ 
a  large  fortune  in  charitable  donations  to 
the  poor,  than  in  building  a  coftly  and 
Iplendid  church.  He  advifes  his  fair  pupil 
to  amufe  herfelf  with  manual  work. '  He 
cautions  her  againft  the  infidious  doftrine 
of  the  heretic  Rufinus.  He  exhorts  her 
never  to  hear  any  converfation  between  a 
man  and  his  wife,  as  fuch  dialogues  are  of 

£  2  an 
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an  infectious  nature*.  "  Chufc  her  for 
"  your  companion,"  fays  the  faint,  *  who 
"  never  fufpe&s  that  (he  is  handfome;  who 
"  never  throws  back  her  cloak  to  difcover 
*'  her  neck,  but  covers  even  her  face  fo 
"  carefully,  that  ftie  has  hardly  one  eye, 
"  when  ihe  is  walking  in  public,  furH- 
"  ciently  unveiled  to  difcern  her  path." 

The  faint  then  fpeaks  of  his  own  former 
compoiition  on  the  prefervation  of  virgi- 
nity ;  a  work,  he  fays,  which  raifed  to  him 
many  enemies,  on  account  of  the  honeft 
freedom  with  which  he  arraigned  the  vices 
of  the  time.  He  is  ftill,-  however,  equally 
fevere  on  female  licentioufneJs :  "  Many," 
fays  he,  "  affect  the  fanftity  of  canonical 
**  virgins,  that  they  may  more  quietly  in- 
"  dulgetheirimpuredefires.  Thefethings," 
continues  the  faint,  "  we  fee  and  fuffer, 
"  and,  when  dazzled  by  a  piece  of  gold, 

*  Ne  andias  quid  vel  maritus  uxori,  vel  uxor  lo* 
cttta  lit  viro :  venenata;  funt  hujufcemodi  confiliuh- 
*»*»«•  Epift.wiDeiKt. 

«  we 
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u  we  even  rank  them  in  the  catalogue  of 
cc  good  works*."  He  concludes  with  ex- 
horting his  chafte  difciple  to  love  the  fcrip- . 
ture$  and,  what  has  a  ludicrous  tendency  to 
overthrow  all  his  favourite  doftrine,  he  en- 
treats her  to  revere  her  grandmother  as  a 
model  of  perfection. 

The  relpeftful  love  which  St.  Jerom  had 
conceived  for  virginity  was  fo  great,  that  it 
appears  to  have  been  the  ruling  pafiion  of 
his  life,  and  may  be  traced  in  almoft  all  his 
writings.  In  his  letters  to  different  friends, 
who  had  confulted  him  on  the  education  of 
their  female  infant^  he  difcovers  the  moll 
ardent  and  anxious  defire  to  form,  from  the 
cradle,  a  religious  Old  Maid.  In  advifing 
a  lady,  whofe  name  was  Lseta,  to  teach  her 
little  daughter  to  read  by  letters  of  box  or 
ivory,  he  gives  her  a  particular  caution  to 
let  no  boys  come  near  the  infant  maiden. 
The  whole  letter  is  furious,  as  it  circum- 

•  JHbec  videmus  et  patumur*  et  fi  aoreai  nujnmus 
affulferit,  inter  bona  opera  ieputamui.  f 

£  £  ftantially 
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ftantiaUy  defcribcs  the  very  lingular  cau- 
tions whigh  St.  Jerom  thought  neceffary  to 
form  a  female  character  of  accomplilhed 
purity.—  But  I  mull  haften  to  fpeak  of  the 
two  more  elaborate  works  of  this  faint,  in 
which  his  predominant  paflion  may  be  faid 
to  burft  forth  with  the  greatcft  fervencyt 
The  firft  of  thefe  is  a  treatife  on  the  perpe- 
tual virginity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  Helvidius,  who  had  attempted  to 
prove,  by  paflages  from  the  goipel,  that, 
after  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  the  Viigin 
Mary  had  other  children  by  her  hufband 
Jofeph.    After  replying  to  all  the  argu- 
ments of  his  adverfary  with  great  acutenefi 
and  ftrength  of  reafon,  St.  Jerom  indulges 
himfelf  in  a  rhetorical  defcription  of  the 
two  oppofite  charafters,  a  virgin  and  a  wife; 
and  he  concludes  his  treatife  by  magnifying 
the  pre-eminence  of  the  former  with  all  the 
lively  fpirit  of  eloquent  enthufiafm. — The 
fecond  is  a  work,  in  which  the  zeal  of  our 
faint,  for  the  honour  of  virginity,  arofc  to  a 
ftill  higher  pitch  it  I  mean  his  anfwer  to 

Jovinian* 
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Jovinian.  Thus  Italian  monk,  of  a  ihode- 
race  and  f  efpe&able  chara&er,  had  very  can- 
didly aflerted,  that  the  married  women  and 
virgins,  who  lived  in  equal  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  the  gofpel,  were  equally  meri- 
torious. The  indignation  of  the  zealous 
Jerom  took  fire  at  this  aflertion  •,  he  could 
not  bear  that  thofe  obje&s  of  his  idolatry, 
the  pure  virgins  of  the  church,  fliould  be 
thus  placed  on  a  level  with  women  debafed, 
in  his  idea,  even  by  a  legal  cohabitation 
with  man.  He  is  fo  hurried  on  by  the  ve-  , 
hemence  of  his  anger,  that  he  exclaims,  in 
the  opening  of  his  reply,  a  How  fhall  I 
u  check  myfelf,  and  not  indulge  the  wea- 
u  pon  fo  impatient  to  ftrike  in  the  caafe  of 
€€  virginity  *?M  Indeed,  the  warm  feint 
appears  utterly  unable  to  conduit  the  con- 
tioverfy  with  any  degree  of  temper.  Com- 
paring the  candid  do&rine  of  his  adverfary 

•  Unde  cofaibebo  curiam*  nee  indulgebo  macroni 
Jim  nunc  pro  virginitate  ferire  cupienti  ? 

S.  Hieron.  adverfns  Joriaianum,  lib.i 

E4  to 
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to  the  hilling  of  the  old  fcrpent,  he  threa- 
tens to  crufh  him  as  the  moft  vile  and  per* 
nicious  of  reptiles. 

The  paflionate  compofitions  of  a  bold 
and  vigorous  mind,  enriched  with  extenforc 
learning,  are  generally  entertaining,  though 
full  of  error  and  abfurdity.  There  is  an 
attra&i  ve  energy  in  fadrical  wit,  however  . 
deftitute  of  truth,  when  it  is  fharpened  by 
indignation  or  envy.  It  is  owing,  perhaps, 
in  fome  meafure,  to  this  forcible  charm, 
that  fome  unjuft  compofitions  of  two  vay 
different  authors,  Voltaire  and  Dr.  John- 
fon,  have  been  read  with  peculiar  avidity. 
In  many  ftrokes  of  perfonal  charade^  and 
in  the  compad  vigour  of  their  ftyle,  thefe 
great  writers  both  refembled  St.  Jerom. 
Sarcaftic  imagination  and  literary  pride 
were,  perhaps,  the  predominant  charade* 
riftics  of  this  lingular  triumvirate  *  they  all 
delighted  to  exert  the  talent  which  they  all 
pofllflcd,  of  blowing  an  adverfary  to  pieces 
with  a  lparkling  explofion  of  irritable 
wiu 

The 
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The  mild  and  unfortunate  Jovinian, 
though  he  had  flfcroy  and  juftice  on  his 
fide,  funk  under  the  vindi&ive  eloquence 
of  St. '  Jerom,  who  fupported  againft  his 
antagonift  the  pre-eminence  of  his  favou- 
rite virginity  by  a  variety  of  arguments! 
and  a  torfent  of  facred  and  prophane  eru- 
dition. The  faint  tery  artfully  perverts 
•  many  texts  of  fcripture  to  his  purpofe,  and 
from  fome  pf  them  draws  a  wonderful  in- 
ference againft  the  purity  of  matrimonial 
duties  *.  He  dwells  on  the  authority  of 
St.  Paul,  in  his  famous  exhortation  to  celi- 
bacy. He  affirms  that  virgins  are  more 
beloved  by  heaven,  becaufe  their  facrifice 
is  not  enjoined,  but  voluntary.  He  de- 
clares, there  is  as  much  difference  between 
marriage  and  virginity,  as  between  not  fin- 
ding and  doing  good. 

Having  made  the  utmoft  of  thofe  texts 

•  Si  abfUnemos  nos  a  coitu,  honoretfi  tribuimus 
ftxoribua ;  fi  non  abfHnemus,  pcrfpicuum  eft  honori 
cantrariam  cflc  contumeliam.  San&  Hieron. 
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in  fcripture,  which  could  be  converted  to 
die  honour  of  virginity  he"  proceeds  is 
{hew,  that  a  ftate  of  continence  was  no  new 
eftablifliment,  introduced  in  opposition  to 
nature  by  the  Chriftian  church,  but  of  an- 
cient and  univerfal  eftimation.  In  das 
part  of  his  treatifc,  he  gives  an  ample  cata- 
logue of  the  mod  eminent  fuppofed  virgins 
of  the  Pagan  world,  not  omitting  the  Ca* ' 
milla  and  Harpalice  of  Virgil.  He  men- 
tions the  tradition  of  the  Indian  Gymnofo- 
phifts,  that  the  founder  of  their  religious  in- 
ftitutions  was  generated  from  the  fide  of  a 
virgin.  He  condefcends  to  repeat  even  the 
Grecian  fable  concerning  Plato's  mother, 
who  was  faid  to  have  been  impregnated  ty 
a  phantom  of  Apollo  *. 

There  are  feveral  points  of  religious  doc- 
trine which  St.  Jerom  difputes  with  his  an- 
tagftnift,  but  I  touch  only  on  that  which  is 
panic  ularly  connected  with  the  fubjedof  this 
Eflay.    This,  indeed,  is  the  point  for  which 

*  Phantzfmate  ApoIlinU. 

3  the 
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die  angry  faint  moft  vehemently  contends; 
His  indignarion^feerHs  to  have  been  parti- 
cularly roufcd  by  the  great  eageraefs  with 
which  the  Roman  ladies  had  embraced  the 
liberal  maxims  of  his  opponent.     •  Some 
canonical  virgins*    convinced    by    Jovi- 
nian    of  the   innocence    and   the   merits 
of  matrimony,  had  dropped  the  veil,  and 
preferred  the  warm  protection  of  a  huf- 
band,  to  the  chilling  flicker  of  the  church. 
St.  Jerom,  in  the  clofe  of  his  inve&ivc, 
'very  forcibly  defcribes  the  popularity  of 
his  antagonift.    He  laments  that  the  rich 
and  noble  received  him  with  deference  and 
affe&ion.    He  reprefents  him  as  the  pre- 
ceptor of  impurity,  furrounded  by  multi- 
tudes of  lafcivious  women,  who  have  loft,  not 
only  their  modefty,  but  all  fenfe  of  fhame; 
?€  and  who  difplay  more  wantonnefs,"  fays 
the  faint,  "  in  the  argumentative  defence  of 
*  their  defire,  than  in  its  aftual  exertion." — 
He  concludes  with  a  fpirited  addrefs  to 
Rome,  as  the  miftrefs  of  the  world.    He 
befeeches  the  imperial  city  to  aft  in  con- 
formity 
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formity  to  her  ancient  reputation,  to  be 
alted  by  virtue,  and  not  Aumbled  by  plea- 
fure. 

Though  Jovinian  feems  to  have  had  a 
large  majority  of  the  fair  fex  on  his  fide,  his 
mild  do&rine  concerning  them  was  for- 
mally condemned  by  ecclefiaftical  autho- 
rity, and  he  died  in  exile.     St*  Jerom  artfe 
triumphant  from  the  conteft;  yet  we  find 
that  many  pious  critics  in  Rome  arraigned 
his  compofition,  for  extolling  virginity  to 
fuch  a  pitch,  by  the  degradation  of  wed- 
lock.    In  fome  of  his  letters  he  treats  theft 
critics  with  the  utmoft  contempt.     He  at 
ferts,  in  fupport  of  his  own  do&rine,  that 
the  apoftles  were  either  unmarried,  or  conti- 
nent after  marriage*.     He  concludes  one 
of  his  epiftles  on  this  topic  with  an  air  of , 
jocularity,  by  faying,  "  To  explain  my  fen- 
€(  ments  on  wedlock  completely,  I  would 
K  have  all  thofe  provide  themfelves  with 

•  Apoftoli  vel  virgines,  vcl  poft  nuptia*  conti- 
sentes.  Sanft.  Hieron.  Epift.  ad  Pammachiua, 

torn.  iv.  p.  242.  edit.  Par.  1705. 

cc  wive*, 
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*c  wives,  who,  from  their  nightly  fears,  arc 
u  Unable  to  lie  alone  *." 

Such  was  the  do&rine,  and  fuch  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  St.  Jerome,  as  the  eulogift  of  virgi- 
nity. It  may  amufe  the  Englifh  reader  to 
fee  this  eloquent  and  chafte  enthufiaft  in  the 
charafter  of  a  poet ;  I  fliall  therefore  clofc 
the  chapter  with  a  tranflation  of  the  epi- 
taph which  he  compofed  on  his  great  friend 
and  patronefs,  the  illuftrious  Paula. — This 
lady,  after  refiding  about  twenty  years  in 
Bethlera,  where  fhe  had  founded  three  mo- 
naileries  for  virgins,  and  one  for  monks— 
and  after  a&ing  as  a  mother  to  all  the« 
Chriftian  pilgrims,  who  then  crowded  to  the 
holy  fepulchre — ended  a  life  of  the  ftrid- 
eft  piety,  in  the  year  404,  at  the  age  of  fif- 
ty-fix. The  faithful  St.  Jerom  lamented 
her  with  the  moft  paflionate  affliftion,  and  s 
placed  on  different  parts  of  the  rock  whidv ., 

•  Volo  omnes,  qni  propter  no&uraos  forfitan  mc- 
taj  foli  cubitare  non  poflunt,  uxores  duccre. 

Sanft.  Hieron.  Epift.  ad  Domnionem. 
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was  converted  into  her  tomb*  the  two  fol- 
lowing infcriptions. 

*  She,  who  from  Sctyio  derivd  her  birth, 
,  Paula,  if  laid  within  this  hallow' d  tartb : 
Her  lineage  from  the  Gracchi9 s  fplendid  race$ 
And  Agamemnon's  royal  boufe,  we  trace; 
Euftocbium's  mother,  firfi  of  Roman  dames  ! 
But f corning  worldly  pride,  and  pompous  names } 
In  Betblem,  /acred  rmalfpot  I  Jbe  ebofe 
'  With  Cbriftian  poverty  bar  life  to  clofc* 

On  the  front  of  the  cave* 

See  you  this  fiony  fepulcbre  ?  It  bides 
Paula's  remains,  who  now  in  heaven  rejides. 

Friends, 

*  Seipio  quam  genuit,  Pauls  fudere  parentis 9 
Graccborum  foboles ,  Agamcmnonis  inclyta  prtlttt 
Hoc  jacet  in  tumulo  ;  Paulum  dixere  frifu  : 
Eufiochii  gemtrix,  Romani  prima  fenatus  ! 
Pauper  ion  Cbrifti  et  Betbleemitica  rurafifomU. 

In  fronte  (peluncx. 

Jfpicis  anguftum  prgecija  rupt  fepulcrwm  7 
Ho/pitium  Paul*  eft,  cctkftia  regna  ttntntu. 

Tntm% 
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friends,  country,  children,  wealth— from  all 

fie  fled, 
to  lay  in  Betblem's  holy  rock  her  bead : 
Cradle  of  Cbrift  !  a  fcene  the  Magi  trod, 
Hailing,  with  myftic  gifts,  our  Human  God. 

Fratrem,  cognatos,  Romam,  patriamqui  rtlinqutnt, 
Di*vitiastfoboUm,  BetbUmiti  condtiur  antro. 

_  _  * 

Hlefrdftpt  tuMM>  Cbrifti,  atqq$  ttc  myftica  Magi 
Mwuraptrttmtes,  Hominique  Dmqm  dtdtrt. 

San£t  Kcron.  torn.  iv.  p.  68$. 
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C  H  A  P.    V. 

Onfotne  Miracles  ajcribedto  Manaftic  Virgau* 

TH  E    enthufiaftic  -  eloquence  of  Ac 
different  faints,  whom  we  have  juft 
reviewed,  had  undoubtedly  great  influence 
in  augmenting  the  multitude  of  religious 
Old  Maids.     But  it  was  not  the  only  caufc 
which  produced  this  effect : — to  the  exhor- 
tations of  the  holy  fathers  we  may  add  the 
univerfal  and  dazzling  idea  of  fupcrnatural 
power,  fuppofed  to  refide  in  the  monaft* 
virgin  of  immaculate  purity.      Many  fe- 
males would  enter  with  ambitious  zeal  into 
a  ftate  which  gave  them  a  fair  profpcS  » 
acquiring  the  very  flattering  privilege  of 
working  miracles  :  and  in  thofe  ages,  when 
diVer/e  miracles  were  afcribed  to  the  chafe 
and  pious   daughters  of  many  a  convent, 
every  nun  of  lively  imagination,  who  had 
the  flighteft  acquaintance  with  the  legeflis 

of 
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of  her  fifterhood,  might  readily  hope  for  a 
privilege  of  which  examples  were  fo  com- 
mon. The  lives  of  the  female  faints  con- 
tain an  infinitude  of  miraculous  incidents  in 
honour  of  virginity.  My  readers  would 
hardly  thank  me  for  reviving  a  large  col- 
lection of  thefe  forgotten  wonders  i  yet  let 
me  obferve,  with  the  great  Montefquieu  ** 
€€  that  the  lyes  contained  in  thefe  lives  re- 
<c  late  to  the  manners  of  the  time :"  and  it 
forms  a  part  of  my  defign,  to  exhibit  in  this 
work  the  manners  and  fentiments  of  differ- 
ent ages,  relating  to  that  intere  fling  condi- 
tion of  female  life  which  I  have  chofen  for 
my  fubjeft.  Every  author  muft  allow  a  place 
to  rijany  abfurdities,  if  he  means  to  give 
a  hiftory  of  human  opinions,  though  on  a 

•  Je  crois  bien  que  e'eft  une  faufletc*  (fays  this 
bold  and  manly  writer,  on  a  pafTage  in  the  life  of  an 
obfenre  faint)  mais  e'eft  one  fauflete  tres*ancienne  :  le 
fond  de  la  vie  et  les  menfonges  fe  rapportent  aux 
motors  *t  aux  lpix  dn  temps ;  et  ce  font  ces  moeurs  et 
ces  loix  que  Ton  cherche  ici. 

L'Efpritdes  Lobe,  lib.  xxx.  chap.  21. 

Vot.  III.  F  -  finglc 
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finglc  topic.  The  more  ridiculous  an  an- 
cient legend  may  appear  to  us,  the  more 
forcibly  will  it  (hew  us  the  extent  and  influ- 
ence of  popular  credulity.  I  fhall,  there- 
fore, feleft  a  few  fupernatural  anecdotes  of 
pious  virgins;  and,  to  render  them  the  more 
interefting,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  the  holy 
maiden?  of  our  own  country.  If  we  wifhed 
to  produce  the  ftrongeft  example  of  mira- 
culous power  afcribed  to  martyred  chaffity, 
we  might  pitch  on  the  adventures  of  Sc 
Ofitha,  a  religious  and  royal  virgin  of  Eflex, 
who,  being  murdered  and  beheaded  by  Da- 
nilh  pirates,  in  the  ninth  century,  is  faid, 
like  fome  poetical  heroes  of  romance,  to 
have  carried  her  fevered  head  in  her  own 
hands  to  a  church  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  fpot  where  fhe  was  flain  *. 

*  Dani  infidcles  ....  ipfamfan&am  Ofitham  capitt 
©btruncant :  at  corpus  exangue  mox  fefe  fiibrigit,  * 
caput  humi  jacens  manibus  apprehendit ;  rectap* 
gradu  et  firmis  viftigiis  progrediens  uJque  ad  cede* 
ilam  apodolorum  fan&orum  Petri  et  Pauli,  per  tri* 
fere  ftadia,  illud  deportat  i  quod  tccidit  card  **- 
num  S70.        Du  Monitier,  Martyrologium,  p.  39J* 

The 
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The  memory  of  this  fair  and  chafte  faint 
was  held  in  peculiar  veneration,  as  appears 
from  a  cireumftance  recorded  in  one  of  our 
early  monaftic  chronicles.  Alfward,  bifhop 
of  JLondon,  was  afflifted  with  a  leprofy ;  and 
his  diftemper  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  punifh- 
ment  which  he  drew  upon  himfelf,  by  in- 
fpe<5Hng  this  buried  virgin,  whofe  body  lay 
within  his  diocefe,  with  a  profane  curio- 
fity,  and  pilfering  fome  reliques  from  her 
grave  *. 

Among  the  moft  meritorious  of  our  holy 
maidens,  we  ought,  perhaps,  to  reckon  the 
chafte  St.  Bridget  of  Scotland,  who,  having 
refolved  on  perpetual  virginity,  and  being 
perfecuted  by  the  addrefles  of  an  ardent 
lover, '  prayed  to  heaven  that  fhe  might  be 
relieved  from  his  diftrefling  importunities  by 
the  Hidden  lofs  of  her  bfeauty.     Her  pious 

*  Cam  virginis  martyris  corpus  aufu  temerario 
infpicere,  ct  aliquas  inde  reliquias  auferre,  prefu- 
meret,  divino,  at  creditur,  judicio  tantae  tczneritatis 
pecnaun  folvit.  Hiftoria  Rameficnfis, 

edit.  Gale,  p.  4:2. 

F  2  biographers 
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biographers  inform  us,  that  this  lingular 
petition  was  immediately  granted: — her 
lovely  countenance  was  inftantly  deformed, 
and  the  dangerous  luftre.of  her  eyes  wa* 
drowned  in  blood.  But  we  have  die  cofjffe 
lation  of  being  told,  by  the  fame  authority, 
that  (he  recovered  her  charms  as  fooa  as  her. 
purity  was  perfectly  fecure. 

Not  to  dwell  on  the  legends  of  mere 
martyrologifts,  I  (hall  relate,  from  the  mod 
refpe&able  of  our  ancient  hiftorians,  a  mi- 
raculous anecdote,  which  not  only  (hews 
the  wonderful  eftimation  in  which  monadic 
virginity  was  held,  but  even  proves  that 
the  king  himfelf  was  not  fafe,  if  he  prefumed 
to  queftion  or  deride  the  continence  of  a 
canonized  virgin. 

The  celebrated  William  of  MalmJbury 
has  enlivened  the  hiftory  of  Engliih  prelates 
with  the  following  account  of  a  religious  and 
royal  maiden,  whofe  name  was  Editha.  This 
lady,  the  daughter  of  Edgar,  a  monarch 
diftinguiflied  by  his  military  (pint  and  his 
amorous  adventures,  was  early  devoted  to  a 
lift 
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life  of  monaftic  purity $  and  is  faid  to  have 
difplayed  all  the  gentle  virtues  in  the  mo- 
naftery  of  Wilton. ,.  Though  a  profeffed 
nun,  fhe  ventured  to  indulge  herfelf  in 
fplendid  apparel  5  and  when  reproved  by  St. 
Ethclwold  for  her  finery,  fhe  defended  her- 
felf, with  a  pious  vivacity,  by  a  quotation 
from  St.  Auguftin,  affirming  that  pride  was 
often  feen  in  a  fordid  habit,  and  humility  in 
a  golden  veft.  In  her  devotions  (he  was  fo 
fervent,  that  the  great  St.  Dunftan,  who  be- 
held her  during  the  confecration  of  a  church 
which  fhe  had  built,  was  enraptured  with 
her  piety.  On  obferving,  that  fhe  fre- 
quently extended  her  thumb,  to  make  the 
fign  of  the  crofs,  this  prophetic  faint  ex- 
claimed, "  May  that  blefied  finger  never 
decay  !"  and  burft  into  a  tender  paffion  of 
tears,  fb  violent  as  to  fhake  with  his  fob- 
bing the  deacon  who  flood  next  him.  On 
being  afked  the  region  of  his  diforder,  he 
replied,  "  This  blooming  rofe  will  fbon 
"  wither;  this  dove,  fo  dear  to  heaven,  will 
"  fly  away  from  us  in  fix  weeks  from  this 

F  3  «  day." 
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«*  day."  His  piophecy  was  accomplilhcd: 
the  royal  virgin  expired  at  the  predfe 
time  he  had  foretold ;  and  the  fame  holy 
man  beheld  her  in  a  vifion,  walking  hand  in 
hand  with  the  fainted  martyr  to  whom  ihe 
had  dedicated  the  church,  and  command- 
ing that  fuch  reverence  fhould  be  paid  to 
her  on  earth  as  fhe  received  in  heaven.— 
Miracles  became  frequent  at  her  tomb.  At 
lad  it  was  ordered  that  her  body  fhould  be 
brought  forth  from  its  grave  j  and  her  whole 
frame  was  found  converted  into  duft,  except 
her  finger,  her  ftomach,  and  the  parts  be- 
low it.  While  the  holy  man  was  amazed 
at  thefe  wonders,  he  was  relieved  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  the  virgin's  fpirit,  who  faid  that 
thofe  parts  of  her  body  were  juftly  free  from 
putrefaction,  for  having  preferved  them- 
fdtfes  unpolluted  by  the  two  fenfual  fins  of 
T/antonnefs  and  gluttony  *. 

At 

Tbc  curious  reader  may  wifh  to  fee  the  whole 
-Kouur.t  of  this  lingular  apparition,  which  I  hav* 
fbitened  and  abridged.— lu  crebrefcentibus  ad  tnm- 


OLD       MAIDS.        7t 

'  At  a  fubfequent  period,  when  king  Ca- 
nute the  Dane,  who  was  apt,  fays  the  fame 
pious  hiftorian,  to  fatirize  the  faints  of 
England,  happened  to  vifit  Wilton,  he 
treated  the  memory  of  the  chafte  and  holy 
Editha  with  jocular  contempt  $  affirming, 
that  he  could  never  believe  fhe  was  juftly 
fainted  for  chaftity,  as  fhe  was  the  daughter 
of  Edgar,  the  moft  wanton  of  princes. 
While  he  fpoke  thus  with  the  irreverence  of 
a  barbarian,  he  was  reproved  by  the  arch- 
bifhop  Ednodus.  Canute  growing  angry, 
orders  the  fepulchre  to  be  opened,  that  he 

bam  miracalis,  edi&um  ut  efferretur  virginis  corpus ; 
inventumque  totum  in  cinercs  folutum,  prater  digi- 
tum  et  alvum,  alvoquc  fubje&a :  unde  fando  dubi- 
tanti  virgo  ipfa  per  vifum  aHiftit ;  dicens,  ntm  mirum 
effe  fi  partes  iliac  corporis  putruerint,  quod  uius  ha- 
beat  exanimata  corpora  in  quofdam  arcanos  naturae 
finus  defluere,  et  ipfa  utpote  puella  membris  illis 
peccaverit ;  caeterum  ventrem  nulla  corrumpi  juftc 
potrediae,  qui  nulla  unquam  aculeatus  fit  libidine : 
ipUQunera  fe  fuifle  crapulx  et  carnalis  copulas. 
Will.  Malmf.  de  GefHs  Pontificum, 

Rb.  ii.  p.  252. 

F  4  might 
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might  fee  what  appearance  of  (an&ty  the 
dead  virgin  would  difcover.    The  man- 
*  foleum  being  burft  afunder,  die  deccafcd, 
fpreadingher  veil  before  her  face  as  km  at 
tier  girdle,  was  feen  to  arife  and  attack  die 
infolent  monarch*.    Overcome  with  ter- 
ror, throwing  back  his  head,  .and  lofing  the* 
ftrength  of  his  knees,  he  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  remained  brcathlefs  fo  long,  that  he 
was  fuppofed  to  be  dead ;  but  his  faculties 
returning  by  degrees,  he  rejoiced  to  find 
that,  although  feverely  chaftifed,  he  had  a 
feafon  left  him  for  penitence.  The  fcftival 
of  the  chafte  Editha  is  therefore  held  vene- 
rable in  many  parts  of  England  ;  and  no  one 
can  think  of  profaning  it  with  impunity. 

Such  are  the  anecdotes  which  the  moft 
fenfible  and  accomplifhed  of  our  ancient 
hiftorians  has  related  of  one  royal  and  pious 
maiden.     Several  incidents  of  a  fimilarcaft 


EfFra&o  ergo  maufoleo,  defunda,  oppanfo  ante 
faciem  velo  cingulo  tenus,  alTurgere,  et  in  contuma- 
eem  regem  impetum  facere,  vifa. 


might 
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might  be  eafily  collefted ;  but  I  apprehend 
the  preceding  is  fufficient-  to  lhew,  in  a  very 
ftrong  point  of  view,  the  ideas  of  our  an- 
ceftors  concerning  the  fupernatural  powers 
of  a  fpotlefs  virgin.  What  real  influence 
fuch  ideas  may  have  had  in  augmenting  the 
multitude  of  genuine  Old  Maids,  I  (hall 
leave  the  contemplative  fifterhood  to  con- 
fider. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

On  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  Monafiic  Vir* 

'ginity. 

AGES  have  exited,  in  which  a  paf- 
fion  for  monaftic  chaftity  appears 
to  have  fpread,  like  an  epidemical  difordcr, 
through  the  female  world ;  and  ladies  of  the 
moft  elevated  rank  feem  to  have  been  par- 
ticularly expofed  to  this  religious  influenza. ' 
The  great  hiftorian,  who  has  lately  exhi- 
bited a  magnificent  pifture  of  declining 
Rome,  delineates,  with  his  ufual  fpirit,  the 
pious  pomp  and  oflentation  with  which  the 
three  daughters  of  the  emperor  Arcadius 
dedicated  their  virginity  to  God.  He  in- 
forms us,  that  "  the  obligation  of  their 
"  vow  was  inferibed  on  a  tablet  of  gold 
<c  and  gems,  which  they  publicly  offered 
cc  in  the  great  church  of  Conftantinoplc ; 
"  their  palace  wis  converted  into  a  monaf- 

"  teryi 
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*  tery  i  and  all  males,  except  the  guides  of 
cc  their  confeience,  the  faints  who  had  for- 
c<  gotten  the  diftinftion  of  fexes,  were  fcru- 
cc  puloufly  excluded  from  the  holy  threlh- 
"  old  V 

A  female  facrifice  announced  to  the 
world  with  fuch  dazzling  fplendor,  muft 
have  had  great  effeft  in  extending  the  con- 
tagious paffion  for  monadic  virginity ;  anc^ 
in  the  fucceeding  ages,  we  find  that  many 
queens  and  princefles,  in  different  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  preferred  the  chafte  comfort  of 
monadic  continence  to  all  the  parade  and 
pleafure  of  royal  dignity.  We  have  feen,  in  a 
former  chapter  of  this  Eflay,  that  the  married 
royal  fair  ones,  as  well  as  the  fmgle,  afpired 
to  that  celeftial  crown  of  virginity,  which 
was  confidered  as  fuperior  to  every  earthly 
diadem  i  and  many  of  thefe  virgin  wives  i 
(to  give  them  the  ftrange  appellation  which 
they  coveted)  appear  to  have  obtained,  from 
the  religious  complaifance  of  their  hufbands, 

•  Gibbon,  vol.  iii.  p.  315.  edit.  1781. 

a  very 
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a  very"  plaufible,  if  not  an  unquestionable 
tide  to  the  prime  objeft  of  their  ambition. 
In  this  wonderful  fpccies  of  purity,  the 
royal  fair  ones  of  England  feem  to  have 
furpafled  thofe  of  other  countries. — Avery 
amufing  Italian  author,  who  has  attempted 
to  prove  that  the  modern  world  is  not  in- 
ferior to  the  ancient  in  virtues  of  every 
clafs,  among  his  examples  of  the  moft  lin- 
gular modern  chaftity,  has  mentioned  the 
Englifh  queen  Ediltruda,  whom  he  confi- 
ders  as  the  wife  of  thru  bujbands>  yet  juftly 
canonized  a s  a  virgin  *.     The  extraordi- 
nary merit  afcribed  to  this  royal  Old  Maid 
of  England,  made  me  fearch  minutely  into 
the  hiftory  of  fo  interefting  a  peribnage.    I 
find  that  the  Ediltruda  of  this  courteous 
Italian  writer,  is  the  lady  celebrated  by  our 
venerable  Bcde  under  the  name  of  -flsdil- 
thryda;  a  lady  whofe  adventures  I  have 
mentioned  in  a  preceding  chapter,  on  a  dif- 

*  Sec  a  curious  book,  intitlcd,  L'hoggidi  ovcro 
gP  ingegni  non  inferiori  a*  paflati.  Venetia,  1658, 
parte  feconda,  p.  437. 

fercnt 
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ferent  occafion.  I  will  here  add,  that  our 
honeft  hiftorian,  who  allows  her  only  two 
bujbandsj  yet  vouchfes  for  her  virginity  ia 
the  following  remarkable  terms. — After 
faying  that  (he  refided  twelve -years  with 
Ecgfrid  the  king,  her  lad  hufband,  and  yet 
remained  a  perpetual  virgin  of  glorious  in- 
tegrity, he  thus  proceeds : — <c  To  me,  and 
<f  to  fome  others,  who  doubted  if  this 
"  were  really  fo,  bifliop  Wilfrid,  of  blefled 
cc  memory,  declared  that  he  was  himfelf  a 
cc  perfeft  witnefs  of  her  integrity ;  for  Ecg- 
€€  frid  had  promifed  to  give  him  an  ample 
€€  eftate,  and  a  large  fum  of  money,  if  he 
could  perfuade  the  queen  to  admit  his 
embraces;  being  allured  that  (he  loved  no 
€€  man  better.  Nor  fhould  we  doubt,"  con- 
tinues the  honeft  Bede,  cc  that  a  circum- 
"  ftance  could  happen  even  in  our  time, 
€€  which  faithful  hiftorians  inform  us  was 
€€  very  frequent  in  the  preceding  age  *." 

Frivolous 

•   Cujiis  confortio  cum  duodcclm  annis  uteretur, 
perpetua  omen  manfit  virginiutb  integritate  glo- 

riofa; 


cc 

€€ 
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Frivolous  and  nonfcnfical  as  anecd  otcs  of 
this  kind  may  appear  to  a  faftidious  critic, 
they  particularly  deferve  the  attention  of 
the  truly  philofophical,  as  they  inftruftus 
in  that  mod  interefting  branch  of  ufcfiil 
knowledge,  the  biftory  of  manners.    Al- 
though the  opinions  and  practices  of  our  age 
afford  but  little  countenance  to  the  fad  fo 
candidly  fupported  by  the  venerable  Bedrf 
the  mod  fceptical  reader  may  incline  to  ad- 
mit the  truth  of  it,  when  he  confiders  that, 
in  die  days  of  -flidilthryda,  to  lead  the  life 
of  a  nun  was  efteemed  the  height  of  human 
happinefs,  and  the  fureft  paflport  to  celef- 

riofa  ;  ficut  mihimet  fcifcitanti,  cum  hoc  an  iu  eflct 
quibufdam  veniflet  in  dubium,  beats  memoriae  Vil- 
fi-id  epifcopus  refcrebat,  dicens  fe  teftem  integritam 
•jus  efle  certiflimum :  adeo  ut  Ecgfridus  promifcrit  fe 
ci  terras  ac  pecunias  multas  efle  donaturum,  fi  regi- 
ns  poflet  pcrfuadere  ejus  uti  conmibio ;  quia  fciebat 
illam  nullum  virorum  plus  illo  diligere.  Nee  diffi- 
dendum  eft  noftra  etiam  actate  fieri  potuifle,  quod 
arvo  praecedente  aliquoties  fadtum  fideles  biAoris 
narrant.    Hilt.  Ecdef.  p.  i6z,  edit,  Cantab.  1722. 

till 
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tial  beatitude :  nay,  to  become  the  parent 
of  a  nun  was  regarded  as  a  blefling  of  fuch 
importance,  that  fome  good  ladies  were 
contented  to  facrificc,  for  this  blefling,  the 
glory  arifing  from  that  continent  virtue,  in 
which  they  prided  themfeives  ft>  devoutly4 
This  remark  is  grounded  on  an  anecdote 
as  curious  as  the  preceding,  which  Dugdale 
has  inferted  in  his  Monafticon,  from  the 
manufcript  chronicles  of  John,  the  vicar  of 
Tinmouth.  This  pious  hiftorian  has  re- 
corded, that  a  nobleman,  whoop  he  calls 
Wolfhelmus,  having  children  by  his  wife, 
jrefided  with  her  for  eighteen  years  in  per- 
fect continence  -,  when  an  angel  appeared, 
and  exhorted  this  chafte  couple  to  cohabit 
once  more,  for  the  lake  of  producing  a 
Ipoufe  for  Chrift ;  and  then  to  perfevere  u% 
their  former  purity  of  life  *.     The  fuggef- 

•  Ex  uxore  fua  liberos  procreans,  cum  conjuge  fua 
ododecim  annis,  ufque  ad  prove£tam  statem,  coeli- 
bem  vitam  duxit.  Angelus  autem  Domini  trina  vifi-« 
one  utrumque  hortatus  eft  ut  convenirent,  qnia  fpon- 
fern  Chrifti  generarent ;  et  de  csetero  propofitum  {&• 
^rent.    Monafticon  Anglicanum,  torn.  i.  p.  256. 

tion 
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lion  of  the  angel  was  hot  diiregatdbd;  and 
this  heaven-direfted  intercourfe  gave  both 
to  Wolfhildis,  who  became  a  mm  of  fuch 
fignal  purity,  that  lhe  reje&ed  the  rich  tf- 
fcrs,  and  efcaped  from  the  amorous  parting 
of  king  Edgar;  although  Wenfleda,  the 
aunt  of  that  licentious  monarch,  cofide- 
fcendcd  to  adt  as  the  bafe  minifter  of  his 
pleafurcs,  and  employed  the  moft  ungene- 
rous artifice  to  enfnare  this  refolutc  and  il- 
luftrious  virgin. 

But  if  there  were  times  in  which  monaftic 
chaftity  appeared  fo  firm  as  to  refift  and 
triumph  over  the  importunities  even  of  royal 
intrigue,  we  muft  confefs  that,  in  other  fea- 
fons,  it  aflbmed  a  very  different  appearance, 
and  turned  at  laft  into  the  moft  deplorable 
frailty. 

The  venerable  Bede  has  Kimfcif  given  ui 
a  very  ftriking  picture  of  monadic  enor- 
mities, in  his  epiftle  to  Ecgbert.  From 
this  we  learn,  that  many  young  men,  who 
had  no  title  to  the  monaftic  profeffion,  got 
poffeffion  of  monafteries,  where,  inftead  of 

i  engaging 
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engaging  in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
as  their  age  and  rank  required,  they  in- 
dulged themfelves  in  the  moft  diflblute  in- 
dolence, and  did  hot  abftairt  from  the  vir- 
gins that  were  devoted  to  God*. 

We  learn  from  Dugdale,  that  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Second,  the  nuns  of  Amfbury 
abbey  in  Wiltlhire  were  expelled  from  that 
religious  houfe,  on  account  of  their  incon- 
tinence f ;  and,  to  exhibit  in  the  moft  lively 
colours  the  total  corruption  of  monaftic 
chaftity,  Bilhop  Burnet  informs  us,  in  his 
Hiftory  of  the  Reformationi  that  when  the 
.nunneries  were  vifited  by  the  command  of 

#  Ideoque  vacantes,  ac  fine  conjugio,  exa&o  tem- 
pore pubcrtatis,  nullo  continentiae  propofito  per* 
darent ;  atque  hanc  ob  rem  vel  patriam  fuam,  pro  qua 
militare  debuerant,  trans  mare  abeuntes  reJinquant, 
yel  majore  fcelere  atque  impudentia,  qui  propofitum 
caftitatis  non  habent,  luxuriae  ac  fomicationi  defer* 
riant,  neque  ab  ipfis  facratis  Deo  virginibns  abfti- 
faeant.  Epiftola  Venerabilis  Bedae 

ad  Ecgbertom  Antiftitem. 

+  Monafticon,  vol.  i.  p.  191. 

Vol.  III.  G  Henry 


•'  *  1    u,h  "  «fc°le  h0Ufo 
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enabled  him"  to  judge  of  the  mifery  in 
which  female  youth  was  continually  in* 

« 

volved  by  a  precipitate  choice  of  the  veil* 
He  knew  the  fuccefsful  arts  by  which  the 
fubtle  and  rapacious  Monks  inveigled 
young  women  of  opulent  families  into 
the  cloifter,  and  he  exerted  his  lively 
and  delicate  wit  in  oppofition  to  fo  per- 
nicious an  evil.  The  writings  of  many 
eminent  authors  have  been  levelled  againft 
the  abufes  of  the  monaftic  life;  but  feveral 
of  thefe,  like  the  noted  work  of  the  hu- 
morous Rabelais,  appear  to  have  flowed 
from  a  fpirit  as  wanton  and  licentious  as 
ever  lurked  in  a  convent,  and  abound  in 
language  offeniive  to  every  decent  reader* 
v  It  is  not  thus  with  Erafmus ;  his  two  dia- 
logues, intitled,  The  Virgin  aver/e  to  Mar- 
riage, and  fbe  Penitent  Virgin^  are  written 
with  admirable  pleafantry,  and  feem  to 
have  been  dictated  by  a  chafte  and  angelic 
defire  to  promote  the  felicity  of  woman. 

In  thole  nations  of  Europe  where  nun* 
nerics  ftili  cxift,  how  many  lovely  vi&irro 

G  %  are 
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are  continually  facrificed  to  the  avarice  or 
abfurd  ambition  of  inhuman  parents !  The 
mifery  of  thefe  vi&ims  has  been  painted 
with  great  force  by  fome  benevolent  writers 
of  France,  and  particularly  by  that  admir- 
able novelift  Madame  de  Genlis,  in  her 
Letters  on  Education.     In  moft  of  thefe 
pathetic  hiftories,  that  are  founded  on  die 
abufe  of  convents,  the  mifery  originates 
from  the  parent,  and  falls  upon  the  child. 
The  reverie  has  fometimes  happened  ;  and 
there  are  examples  of  unhappy  parents,  who 
have  been  rendered  miferable  by  the  reli- 
gious perverfity  of  a  daughter.     In  the 
fourteenth  volume  of  that  very  amufing 
book,  the  Caufes  Celibres,  a  book  which  is 
{aid  to  have  been  the  favourite  reading  of 
Voltaire,  there  is  a  ftriking  hiftory  of  a  girl 
under  age,  who  was  tempted  by  pious  arti- 
fice to  fettle  herfelf  in  a  convent,  in  exprek 
oppofition  to  parental  authority.     Her  pa- 
rents, who  had  vainly  tried  the  moft  tender 
perfuafion,  endeavoured  at  laft  to  redeem 
their  loft  child  by  a  legal  prods  againft 

the 
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the  nunnery  in  which  fhe  was  imprifoned. 
The  pleadings  on  this  remarkable  trial 
may,  perhaps,  be  juftly  reckoned  among 
the  fined  pieces  of  eloquence  that  the  law- 
yers ,of  France  have  produced.  Monfieur 
Gillet,  the  advocate  for  the  parents,  reprc- 
fented,  in  the  boldeft  and  moft  affe&ing 
language,  the  extreme  bafenefs  of  this  reli- 
gious fedu&ion.  His  eloquence  appeared 
to  have  fixed  the  fentimcnts  of  the  judges; 
but  thecaufe of  fuperftition  was  pleaded  by 
an  advocate  of  equal  power,  and  it  finally 
prevailed.  The  unfortunate  parents  of  Marie 
Vernat,  for  this  was  the  name  of  the  de- 
luded girl,  were  condemned  to  refign  her 
for  ever  -,  and  to  jnake  a  confiderable  pay- 
ment to  thofe  artful  devotees,  who  had 
pioufly  robbed  them  of  their  child. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  various  evils 
that  have  arifen  in  convents,  we  have  the 
ftrongeft  reafon  to  rejoice  and  glory  in  that 
reformation,  by  which  the  nunneries  of 
England  were  abolilhed.     Yet  it  would 

G  3  not 
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not  be  candid  or  juft  to  confider  all  thefe  as 
the  mere  harbours  of  licentioufhefs,  fince 
we  are  told  that,  at  the  time  of  their  fup- 
prefiion,  fomc  of  our  religious  houfes  were 
very  honourably  diftinguifhed  by  the  purity 
of  their  inhabitants.  <c  The  vifitors,"  (ays 
bifhop  Burnet,  <(  interceded  eameftly  for 
one  nunnery  in  Oxfordfliire,  Godftow, 
where  there  was  great  ftriftnefs  of  life, 
and  to  which  moft  of  the  young  gentle- 
women of  the  country  were  fent  to  be 
bred ;  fo  that  the  gentry  of  the  country 
"  defired  the  king  would  {pare  the  houfe: 
u  yet  all  was  ineffe&ual*." 

In  this  point  of  view,  much  undoubtedly 
may  be  faid  in  favour  of  convents;  yet, 
when  the  arguments  on  both  fides  are  fairly 
weighed,  I  apprehend  that  every  true  friend 
to  female  innocence  will  rejoice  in  thofe 
fenfible  regulations,  which  our  Catholic 
neighbours  have  lately   made  refpeding 

•  HUloiy  of  the  Reformation,  voL  i.  p.  23S. 

nunneries, 
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nunneries,  and  which  feem  to  promife  their 
univerfal  abolition  *  5  an  event  which,  we 
are  told  by  experience,  would  be  far  from 
diminilhing  the  purity  of  the  female  world, 
fince  I  can  fafely  afiert,  to  the  honour  of 
the  fifterhood,  that  at  this  day  there  are 
more  genuine  Old  Maids  exifting  in  Eng- 
land, than  could  have  been  found  here  at 
any  period  of  our  hiftory,  when  our  ifland 
abounded  in  convents,  when  every  county 
contained  a  multitude  of  nuns,  and  virgi- 
nity was  the  mod  fafhionable  of  all  pro- 
feflions. 

•  See  a  judicious  account  of  fuck  regulations  m 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Tufcany,  in  the  Annual  Re* 
gifler  of  1775.  Hiibry  of  Europe,  p,  148. 
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CHAP.      VII. 


Onjme  Monajlic  Old  Maids,  difiinguijbid '  fy 
literary  'Talents. 

WHEN  we  confider  what  innumer- 
able multitudes  of  virgins  have 
pafled  their  lives  in  the  leifure  of  a  con- 
vent —when  we  reflect  on  the  active  inge- 
nuity of  the  female  mind,  and  remember 
that  convents,  during  many  ages,  were  the  . 
treafuries  of  all  the  learning  that  remained 
upon  the  earth — we  may  be  furprifed  in  ob- 
ferving  the  very  fmall  number  of  monaftic 
Old  Maids,  who  are  fald  to  have  bequeathed 
to  us  any  literary  production.  Perhaps, 
indeed,  many  a  fair  and  chafte  author  has 
exifted,  whofe  name  and  works  have  been 
unjuftly  buried  in  fudde'n  oblivion.  I  am 
led  to  this  conjecture  by  finding  that  one 
monaftic  and  maiden  prodigy  of  literature 
has  been  ftrangely  overlooked  or  miurpre- 
fcnted. 
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{exited  by  our  beft  antiquarians;  I  mean 
the  poetical  Saxon  nun  Hrofvitha  or  Rofo- 
vida.  This  lady,  who  flourifhed  about  the 
year  980,  exerted  her  poetical  genius  to 
confirm  and  increafe  the  number  of  mo- 
nadic Old  Maids.  She  wrote  fix  dramatic 
compofitions  in  imitation  of  Terence;  but 
on  fubje&s  very  different  from  thofe  of  the 
Roman  dramatift,  as  the  plays  of  the  virgin 
author  were  chiefly  intended  to  animate 
her  lifter  nuns  to  the  prefervation  of  their 
virginity. 

It  is  ftrange  that  thefe  dramatic  cu- 
riofities  are  fo  imperfe&ly  known  among 
us,  efpecially  as  fome  of  our  ableft  fcholars 
haye  lately  employed  themfelves  in  elabo- 
rate refearche?  on  the  obfeure  origin  of  the 
modern  drama. 

Mr.  Warton,  in  the  emendations  which 
he  has  added  to  his  fecond  volume  on 
Englifh  poetry,  has,  indeed,  mentioned  the 
name  and  title  of  this  chafte  and  pious  dra- 
matift,  but  attributes  her  compofitions  to 
ljer  firft  editor  Copradus  Celtes,  who  pub- 
10  Wheel 
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IUhed  her  plays  and  other  facrcd  poem*  at 
Nurenburg,  1501. 

Such  inaccuracies  are  inevitable  in  a 
work  fo  various  and  extenfive  as  the  excel* 
lent  Hiftory  of  Englilh  Poetry ;  and  I  am 
confident  that  its  learned  and  amiable  au- 
thor will  thank  me  for  pointing  out  this 
miftake,  and  thus  enabling  him  to  contft 
his  involuntary  injuftice  towards  this  lite* 
rary  phoenix  of  the  cloifter.  Though  her 
works  were  re-publiftied  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century,  they  are  ftill  fo  rare,  that  I 
have  fearched  in  vain  through  the  libraries 
of  our  two  univerfities,  and  through  fome 
of  the  mod  curious  private  collections  of 
books  in  this  kingdom,  for  a  copy  of  her 
chafte  and  interefling  dramas.  I  have  for 
fome  time  delayed  to  clofe  this  chapter  of 
my  Eflay,  in  the  hope  of  receiving  Rofo- 
vida  from  a  friend  on  the  continent;  but 
the  rare  dramatift  not  arriving  as  I  ex* 
pefted,  and  thefe  pages  being  called  for  by 
the  prefs,  I  can  only  afford  the  curious 
reader  the  imperfect  gratification  of  know- 
ing 
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ing  that  thefe  early  plays,  and  an  engraved 
portrait  of  the  chafte  maiden  who  wrote 
them,  adually  exift  *. 

I  fhould  particularly  regret  the  lofs  of  an 
opportunity  to  enrich  this  Efiay  with  trans- 
lations from  this  rare  dramatic  Old  Maid, 
had  I  not  the  hope  of  doing  ample  juftice 
to  her  merits  on  a  future  occafion.  For,  if 
the  chafte  fifterhood  beftow  on  my  labours 
in  their  fervice  that  animating  favour  which 
J  am  inclined  to  expedt  from  their  curiofity 
and  good-nature,  I  mean  to  devote  to  them 
the  refidue  of  my  advanced  life,  and  to  exe- 
cute a  work  to  their  honour,  which  the  re- 
public of  letters  has  long  wanted,  a  Biogra- 
phical Di&ionary  of  eminent  Old  Maids. 

Having  this  grand  performance  in  con- 
templation, 1  fhall  not  in  thefe  little  books 
attempt  to   expatiate  on  the  Terefas  of 

•  The  fubjefb  of  her  fix  dramas  are  mentioned  by 
Fabricins,  Bib.  Med.  et  infimse  Latinitatis.  This 
mofk  ibiking  it  the  fifth,  Paphnutius,  on  the  converfioo 
mf  Thaii,  a  courtezan. 

Spain, 
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Spain*,  the  Schurmans  of  Germany  f,  the 
Scuderys  of  France  J,  the  Bourignons  of 

Flanders, 

•  Saint  Terefa  wrote  her  own  pious  memoin, 
containing  a  full  account  of  her  rations  inter- 
views with  angels  and  the  devil.  The  beft  edition 
of  her  works  is  in  two  quarto  volumes,  Madrid, 
1752.  She  died  1582.  and  was  canonifed  by 
Gregory  XV.  1621. 

f  Anna  Maria  Schurman,  eminent  for  her  few1  k 
languages,  was  a  native  of  Cologne.  She  refided  it 
Utrecht,  and  declined  an  offer  of  marriage  from  the 
famous  Dutch  poet,  penfionary  Cats.  She  died  is 
Friefland,  1678.  The  mod  remarkable  of  her  pro- 
ductions is  a  logical  treat ife,  in  Latin,' to  prorata* 
the  female  mind  is  fit  for  learning  and  fcience. 

X  Magdeleine  de  Scudery,  perhaps  the  piaisef 
and  moil  ingenious  of  Old  Maids.  Her  romances,  &c 
amounted  to  forty-fix  volumes.  She  died  in  170I1 
sit  the  age  of  ninety-four.  Her  poetical  compKroeat 
to  the  artift  who  drew  her  picture,  (hews  as,  in  * 
lively  point  of  view,  both  the  homelinefs  of  her  fea- 
tures, and  the  fweetnefs  of  her  character.  Tk 
compliment  may  lofe  fome  of  its  elegance,  bat,  I 
think,  none  of  its  good-nature,  in  the  firilovisf 
tranfladon  : 
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Flanders*,  or,  in  Ihort,  on  any  of  thofe  vo- 
luminous virgins,  who  have  aftoniihed  the 

different 

Nanteuil!  what  iwndrous  magic  grace 

Mufi  in  your  pencil  lurk  / 
For  in  my  glafs  I  bate  my  fact,  ' 

Tit  love  it  in  your  <work. 

•  Antoinette  Bourignon,  born  at  Lifle  1616,  was 
a  yifionary  Old  Maid.  Though  deformed  from  her 
birth,  (he  furmounted  many  difficulties  and  hard- 
{hips  to  preferve  her  chaftity ;  and  fuftained  an  equal 
portion  of  literary  labour,  in  the  hope  of  illuminating 
the  world  by  the  publication  of  her  pious  reveries. 
They  were  printed  in  twenty-one  volumes,  octavo, 
with  a  life  of  the  chafte  author,  written  by  one  of  her 
difciples.  Bayle  has  given  a  very  lively  account 
both  of  the  adventures  and  opinions  of  this  wonder- 
ful lady ;  who  feems  to  have  entertained  an  idea  as- 
whimfical  as  that  which  Bayle  has  quoted  on  the  oc- 
cafion  from  the  Count  de  Gabalis,  "  that  a  demon 
"  can,  by  a  deteftable  artifice,  make  a  virgin  with 
"  child  in  her  fleep,  without  prejudice  to  her  virgi- 
"  nity."  The  Flemim  Old  Maid  does  not  appear 
tp  have  met  with  any  mifchance  that  could  tempt  her 
to  adopt  this  idea,  from  a  vain  hope  of  repairing  a 
rained  reputation.  She  was  not  only  endued  with 
the  Jooft  perfeft  chaftity  hcrfelf,  (ays  her  biographer, 

bit 
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different  kingdoms  of  Europe  by  the  fcftU 
lity  of  their  pious  or  romantic  pens. 

But  there  are  two  monaftic  Old  Maids, 
fo  very  remarkable,  yet  fo  little  known  in 
our  country,  that  I  muft  embrace  die  pit- 
fent  opportunity  of  introducing  them  to 
the  acquaintance  of  my  fair  readers.  The 
firft  is  a  pious  vifionary  virgin  of  Venice  j 
the  fecond,  a  poetical  nun  of  Mexico.  To 
the  Venetian  virgin,  who  is  known  in 
France  by  the  name  of  Mere  Jeanne,  the 
famous  French  traveller,  Guillaume  Poftcl, 
was  indebted  for  moft  of  thole  Angular 
ideas,  by  which  he  excited  univerfal  affo- 
nifhment  in  the  age  of  Francis  the  Firft 
Poftel  was  patronifed  for  his  extenfive  eru- 
dition by  that  munificent  prince,  to  whom 
the  learned  enthufiaft  very  confidently  pro- 
mifed  univerfal  dominion.      By  this  pro- 

but  had  the  faculty  of  communicating  that  virtue  tt 
others,  a  faculty  which  the  philofophical  Bayle  lu> 
taken  the  liberty  of  treating  with  much  ipritely  ridi* 
cole.  This  Angular  virgin  died  in  Friefland,  < 
the  age  of  fixty-four. 

phecy 
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phecy  in  favour  of  France,  Poftel  excited 
the  enmity  of  fome  Spanifli  Jefuits  in 
Rome,  which  obliged  him  to  depart  from 
that  cityf  and  repair  to  Venice.  It  was 
here  that  the  wonderful  Mere  Jeanne,  whom 
he  dcfcribes  as  a  little  old  woman  of  jiffy  +, 
imparted  to  him  thofe  myfteries,  which  he 
communicated  to  the  world  in  a  little  book 
written  in  Italian,  whofe  long  tide  is  fo  cu- 
rious, that  I  (hall  infert  an  entire  tranflation 
of  it :  cc  The  Firft  News  of  another  World ; 
"  that  is,  the  admirable  Hiftory  (and  not 
"  left  neceffary  and  ufeful  to  be  read  and 
u  underftood  by  every  one,  than  ftupen- 
u  dous),  intided,  The  Venetian  Virgin 
<f  —part  feen,  part  proved,  and  moft 
*c  faithfully  written,  by  William  Poftel, 
fC  firft-born  of  the  Regeneration,  and  Spi- 
€C  ritual  Father  of  the  faid  Virgin/' — 1555. 
Oftavo.— — Of  this  very  rare  volume 
France  is  faid  to  contain  only  two  copies  j 

•  Une  petit*  vieillc  fcmmdette,  dc  Mge  dc  da- 
qaavtc  sju  • 

but 
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but  there  is  a  French  publication  by  thd 
fame  author,  containing  the  fame  doftrine; 
which  confifts  in  announcing  to  women  an 
univetfal  dominion  over  the  world.  This 
dominion,  however,  is  purely  fpiritual,  and 
means  nothing  m6re  than  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  more  perfcdfc  reafon,  which  beginnings 
according  to  the  author,  in  his  Venetian 
Virgin,  was  to  extend  over  the  univerfej 
and  thus  confirm  and  perpetuate  the  fove- 
reignty  of  woman.  How  far  the  dodrine 
of  Poftel  may  have  been  verified,  and  how 
far  the  fifterhood  in  particular  may  have 
enjoyed  that  fovereign  purity  and  perfec- 
tion of  reafon,  which  this  learned  man  firft 
difcovered  in  his  celebrated  Venetian  Old 
Maid,  are  delicate  points,  which  the  expe- 
rience of  my  fair  readers  will  beft  enable 
them  to  decide. 

While  they  are  fetding  the  matter,  kt 
me  haften  to  Mexico,  and  prefent  to  them, 
from  that  city,  fifter  Juana  Inez  de  la  Cruz, 
a  religious  virgin,  fo  eminent  for  her  poe- 
tical 
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tical  talents,  that  fhe  has  been  honoured 
with  the  title  of  a  Tenth  Mufe. 

Juana  was  born  in  November,  165 1,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  few  leagues  from  the  city 
of  Mexico.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  many 
Spanifh  gentlemen,  who  fought  to  improve 
a  fcanty  fortune  by  an  eftablifhment  in 
America,  where  he  married  a  lady  of  that 
country,  defcended  from  Spanifh  parents. 
Their  daughter  Juana  was  diflinguifhed  in 
her  infancy  by  an  uncommon  paffion  for 
literature,  and  a  wonderful  facility  in  the 
compofition  of  Spanifh  verfes.  Her  pa- 
rents fcnt  her,  when  fhe  was  eight  years  old, 
to  refide  with  her  uncle  in  the  city  of 
Mexico.  She  had  there  the  advantage  of  a 
learned  educations  and,  as  her  extraordi- 
nary talents  attracted  univerfal  regard,  fhe 
was  patronifed  by  the  lady  of  the  Viceroy, 
the  Marquis  de  Mancera,  and,  at  the  age 
of  feventeen,  was  received  into  his  family. 
A  Spanifh  encomiaft  of  Juana  relates  a  re- 
markable anecdote,  which,  he  fays,  was 

Vol,  III,  H  communi- 
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communicated  to  him  by  the  viceroy  bbn> 
felf.  That  nobleman,  aftonifhed  by  th: 
extenfive  learning  of  the  young  Juana,  in- 
vited forty  of  the  moft  eminent  literati  that 
his  country  could  afford,  to  try  the  extent 
and  folidity  of  Juana's  erudition.  The 
young  female  fcholar  was  freely  but  po- 
litely questioned,  on  the  different  branches 
of  fcience,  by  theologians,  philofophers, 
mathematicians,  hiftorians,  and  poets ; "  and, 
"  as  a  royal  galleon"  (I  ufe  the  words  of  his 
excellency  the  viceroy,  fays  my  Spanifh 
author)  "  as  a  royal  galleon  would  defend 
"  herfelf  againft  a  few  fodlops,  that  might 
'*  attack  her,  fo  did  Juana  Inez  extricate 
**  herfelf  from  the  various  queftions,  argu- 
"  ments,  and  rejoinders,  that  each  in  hii 
*(  own  province  propofed  to  her." 

The  applaufe  which  (he  received,  on  thh 
lignal  difplay  of  her  accomplishments,  m 
far  from  infpiring  the  modeft  jQana  with 
vanity  or  prefumption.  Indeed,  a  pioiB 
humility  was  her  moft  (biking  charafie- 
riftic. 


*w 
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riftic.  Her  life  amounted  only  to  forty- 
four  years,  and  of  thefe  fhe  paffed  twenty- 
feven,  diftinguifhed  by  the  moft  exem- 
plary exercife  of  all  the  religious  virtues, 
in  the  convent  of  St,  Geronimo.  Her 
delight  in  books  was  extreme,  and  fhe 
is  faid  to  have  poffeffed  a  library  of  four 
thoufand  volumes;  but  towards  the  clofe 
of  her  life,  fhe  made  a  ftriking  facrifice  to 
charity,  by  felling  her  darling  books  for  the 
relief  of  die  poor.  Few  female  authors 
have  been  more  celebrated  in  life,  or  in 
death  more  lamented.  The  colle&ion  of 
her  works,  in  three  quarto  volumes,  con- 
tains a  number  of  panegyrics,  in  verfe  and 
profe,  bellowed  on  this  chafte  poetefs  by  the 
moft  illuftrious  characters  both  of  Old  and 
New  Spain.  The  moft  fenfible  pf  the 
Spanifh  critics,  father  Feyjoo,  has  made 
this  general  remark  on  Juana's  compofi- 
tions,  cc  that  they  excel  in  eafe  and  ele* 
"  gance,  but  are  deficient  in  energy  "  a 
failing  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  pious 
enthufiafm  of  this   poetical  nun  was  fo 

H  2  great, 
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great,  that  (he  wrote  in  her  own  blood  t 
profeffion  of  her  faith.  Lee  me  obferve, 
in  anfwer  to  her  critic,  that  moft  of  Juana's 
verfes  are  written  on  fubjefts,  where  poe- 
tical energy  was  not  to  be  expe&ed.  Many 
of  her  poems  are  occafional  compliments  to 
her  particular  friends;  and,  in  her  (acred 
dramas,  the  abfurd  fupcrftitions  of  her 
country  were  fufficient  to  annihilate  all  poe- 
tical fublimity. 

In  one  of  her  fliort  productions,  flie  dc- 
fcribes  the  injuftice  of  men  towards  her 
own  fex.     I  (hall  clofe  my  brief  account  of 
this  admirable  maiden  with  an  imitation  of 
this  performance,  taking  the  liberty,  how- 
ever, to  omit  feveral  ftanzas.    It  is,  I  think, 
the  moft  pleafing  fpecimen  that  I  could  fc- 
left  from  her  pbetry,  and  has  a  particular 
claim  to  a  place  in  this  Eflay,  fince  it  may 
be  regarded  as  a  vindication  of  Old  Maids, 
compofed  by  a  virgin  of  eminence  and  au- 
thority. 
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*  Weak  men !  who  without  reafon  aim 
To  load  poor  woman  with  abufe, 
Not  feeing  that  yourf elves  produce 
The  very  evils  that  you  blame. 

You  'gainfl  her  firm  refiftance  ftrive, 
And,  having  ftruck  her  judgment  mute, 
Soon  to  her  levity  impute 
What  from  your  labour  you  derive. 

m 

Of  woman's  weaknefs  much  afraid, 
Of  your  own  prowefs  JIM  you  boaft ; 
Like  the  vain  child,  who  makes  a  gbojt, 
Then  fears  what  be  him/elf  has  made. 

Her,  whom  your  arms  have  once  emfrac'd, 
Ton,  think,  prefumptuoufy  to  find, 
Whenfhe  is  woo9d,  as  Thais  kind, 
When  wedded,  as  Lucretia  cbafie. 

•  Hombres  n$cios,  qut  acufais 
A  Im  muger  ftn  raxon  ; 
Sin  *ver>  que  fits  la  ocafion     > 
D$  lp  mi/mo,  qui  culfais,  &Ci 
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flow  rare  a  fool  tnuft  be  appear, 
Wboje  folly  mounts  tofucb  apqfs, 
Tbatjirft  be  breat bes  upon  the  glafs, 
*Tbcn  grieves  becaufe  it  is  not  clear  I 

Still  with  unjujiy  ungrateful  pride, 
You  meet  both  favour  and  dijdain ; 
The  firm,  as  cruel  you  arraign, 
The  tender,  you  as  weak  deride. 

Tour  foolifh  humour  none  can  pleafe, 
Since •,  judging  all  with  equal  phlegm, 
One  for  her  rigor  you  condemn, 
And  one  you  cenfurefor  her  cafe. 

fVhat  wondrous  gifts  muft  her  adorn, 
Who  would  your  lafiing  love  engage, 
When  rigorous  nymphs  excite  your  rage$ 
And  eafy  fair  ones  raife your /corn! 

But  while  you  fhew  your  pride  or  power, 
With  tyrant  pajjions  vainly  bat, 
Sbe*s  only  bleft  who  heeds  you  nbt, 
Afid  leaves  you  all  in  happy  hour. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP    VIII. 

Onjome  Old  Maids  of  the  new  World. 

SEVERAL  of  the  Spanifli  writers,  in 
giving  an  early  account  of  the  wef- 
tern  world,  which  they  had  juft  difcovered, 
and  were  eager  to  make  known,  have  de- 
fcribed  the  wantonnefs  and  the  fervility  of 
the  American  females  in  colours  that  are 
difgraceful  to  human  nature.  The  rela- 
tions of  Peter  Cieca  de  Leon,  in  particular, 
exhibit  thefe  indecent  yet  beautiful  favages 
in  the  moft  deplorable  point  of  view,  and 
might  almoft  lead  us  to  imagine,  that,  rich 
as  the  new  world  appeared  in  many  valuable 
productions,  it  never  produced  an  Old 
Maid.  Happily,  however,  for  the  honour 
of  the  fifterhood,  there  arofe  in  that  country 
a  Spanifh  hiftorian,  who,  being  defcended 
from  a  princefs  of  Peru,  engaged  with  pa- 
triotic ardour  in  the  noble  talk  of  yindicat- 

H  4  ing 
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ing  the  purity  of  the  Peruvian  ladies.  The 
Inca  Garcilafo  de  la  Vega  opens  the  fourth 
book  of  his  Royal  Commentaries  with  a 
circumftantial  accountof  the  virgins  devoted 
to  the  fun. — "  In  the  falfe  religion  of  Peru," 
fays  the  hiftorian,  "  there  were  many  things 
"  truly  great  and  refpe&able ;  one  of  thefe 
"  was  the  profeflion  of  perpetual  virginity, 
"  which  thewomenprefervedinmanyhoufes 
"  of  retirement,  built  for  them  in  many  pro- 
'*  vinces  of  the  empire:  and,  that  it  may  be 
M  understood  what  women  thefe  were,  to 
"  whom  they  were  devoted,  and  in  what 
**  they  were  exercifed,  I  fhall  defcribe  them 
**  minutely,  becaufe  the  Spanifh  hiftorians, 
w  who  treat  of  this  point,  pafs  over  it,  ac- 
(*  cording  to  the  vulgar  proverb,  like  a  tat 
"  ever  coals ." 

This  illuftrious  author  then  enters  into 
every  particular  relating  to  thefe  religious 
virgins,  defcribing,  from  his  own  know- 
ledge the  exact  fituation  of  the  building  in 

*  Ccmo  Gatopor  brafis. 
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:  city  of  Cufco,  where  they  had  formerly 

ided : — he  contradi&s  the  general  opr- 

n  concerning  them,  and  clearly  proves, 

t  they  never  dwelt  or  officiated  as  prief- 

Tes  in  the  temple  of  the  Sun;  on  the  con- 

ry,  he  afierts,  that  the  Incas  took  parti- 

ar  care  that  no  men  fhould  enter  into  the 

nfion  of  thefe  fequeftered  maidens,  and 

woman  into  that  of  the  Sun — two  dif- 

5t  buildings,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  • 

n  each  other,  which  Garcilafo  tells  us 

had  feen  entire,  as  they  were  preferved 

h  particular  veneration  by  the  Peruvians, 

Jiat  memorable  conflagration,  when,  rc- 

ting  againft  their  Spanifh  oppreflbrs, 

y  burnt  the  city  of  Cufco. 

Thefe  virgins,  although  they  did  not  re~ 

\  in  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  were  ftill 

ifidered   as  the  wives  of  that   radiant 

ver,  whom  they  refpefted  as  the  proge- 

>r  of  their  princes.     They  were  all  of 

al  blood — ^their  number  was  not  limited, 

>ut  commonly  amounted,"  fays  the  hif- 

an, u  to  more  than  fifteen  hundred." 

Thefe 
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Thcfe    ingenious    maidens     employed 
thcmfelves  in  working  afiiduoufly  for  their 
nominal  hufband,  the  Sun ;  and,  as  he  had 
no  immediate  occafion  for  the  fplendid  veft- 
ments  they  falhioned  for  him,  it  was  their 
cuftom  to  prefent  his    natural  heir,  the 
reigning  Inca,  with  the  rich  and  elegant 
productions  of  their  manual  labour.     It  is 
remarkable,  that  thefe  fequeftered  virgins 
were  liable  to  that  inhuman  punifhment 
which  was  infl  idled  on  the  frail  veftals  of 
Rome  i   and,  towards  the  perfon  who  fe- 
duced  them  from  the  vows  of  chaftity,  the 
Peruvian  law  was  ftill  more  fevere  than  the 
Roman ;  it  not  only  took  the  life  of  the 
daring  offender  himfelf,  but  extended  to  all 
the  unfortunate  beings  to  whom  he  was  re- 
lated :  all  his  pofleffions  were  to  be  laid 
defolate,  that  the  earth  might  retain  no 
traces  of  a  wretch,  who  had  impioufly  vio- 
lated a  hallowed  fpoufe  of  the  Sun. 

But  whether  the  maids  of  Peru  were 
purer  in  conftitution  than  the  Roman  vef- 
tals, or  whether  the  Peruvian  heroes  had 

not, 
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not,  like  thofe  of  Rome,  that  audacity  of 
chara&er,  which  delights  to  plunge  into  the 
deepeft  guilt,  we  are  affured  that  Cufco  was 
not  inured,  like  Rome,  to  the  horrid  fpec- 
tacle  of  burying  frail  virgins  alive. — cc  Such  • 
cc  was  the  law,"  fays  the  hiftorian  of  Peru, 
cc  but  the  execution  of  it  was  never  feen, 
<c  becaufe  no  perfon  was  ever  found  to  have 
"  offended  againft  it."     % 

The  horror  and  indignation  with  which 
the  Peruvians  regarded  thofe  Spanifli  ruf- 
fians who  profaned  this  virgin  fandtuary, 
are  happily  exprefled  in  thofe  fpirited  verfes 
of  Dr.  Warton,  intitled,  He  Dying  Indian.— 
The  warrior  thus  exults  at  his  death,  in  the 
idea  of  having  avenged  the  injured  maidens 
of  his  country. 

O  my /on, 
J  feel  the  venom  bufy  in  my  breaft.— 
approach !  and  bring  my  crown,  deck'd  with 

the  teeth 
Of  that  bold  Cbrijtian,  who  Jirft  dar'd  de- 
flower 
?be  Virgins  of  the  Sun* 
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I  marVd  tbefpot  where  they  interr'd  this  trai- 
tor, 
And  once  at  midnight  ftole  I  to  his  tomb, 
And  tore  bis  car  cafe  from  the  earth,  and  lift  it 
A  prey  to  poifonous  flies.  Preferve  this  crown 
With  Jacred Jecrecy  *. 

The  community  of  holy  virgins  had  fub- 
fifted  for  fome  centuries  in  Peru,  before 
that  unfortunate  empire  became  the  vi&im 
of  Spanifh  avarice,  hypocrify,  and  opprcf- 
fion :  yet  thofe  hiftorical  fceptics,  who  de- 
light to  ftart  a  doubt  on  the  exigence  of 
diftaqt  virtue, '  might  intimate,  with  fome 
plaufibility,  that  this  numerous  community 
of  nominal  virgins  never  contained,  perhaps, 
a  fingle  genuine  Old  Maid.    They  might 
fay,  that  as  the  reigning  Inca  had  the  privi* 
lege  of  vifiting  thefe  fequeftered  ladies  (as 
he  was  the  acknowledged  reprefcntative  of 
that  radiant  luminary  to  whom  they  all  pro- 
feflfed  a  connubial  obedience)  every  virgin- 

*  Dodiley'a  Poems,  rol.  iv.  p,  206. 
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wife  of  the  Sun  would  be  eager  to  confum- 
mate  her  marriage,  by  receiving  the  carefies 
of  his  imperial  proxy. 

But  to  invalidate  fuch  a  iceptical  objec- 
tion againft  the  perpetual  virginity  of  the 
Peruvian  nuns,  it  may  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
serve, that,  befides  the  fifteen  hundred  vir- 
gins who  were  confined  in  Cufco,  there 
were  many  houfes  of  retirement  in  different 
provinces  of  the  empire,  where  the  mod 
lovely  damfels  were  fequefterecf,  as  the 
wives  or  concubines  of  the  reigning  Inca. 
And  fuch  was  the  religious  veneration 
which  *  the  fair  Peruvians  entertained  for 
itheir  prince,  that,  if  we  may  believe  their 
hiftorian,  every  beautiful  virgin  confidered 
it  as  the  height  of  felicity  to  be  made  a 
captive  during  life,  for  the  mere  chance  of 
contributing  to  the  pleafures  of  her  royal 
matter. 

The  courteous  Garcilafo  is  fo  folicitous  * 
to  vindicate  the  charity  of  the  fair  Peru- 
vians, that  he  informs  us,  there  were  other 
ladies,  who  did  not  live  in  a  ftate  of  feclu- 

fion 
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lion  from  fociety,  yet  were  bound  by  vows 
of  perpetual  virginity,  which  they  moft 
faithfully  obferved.  He  allures  us,  that  he 
was  perfonally  acquainted  with  a  moft  re- 
lpeftable  old  lady  of  this  clafs,  who  was  both 
a  friend  and  a  relation  of  the  princefs  his 
mother.  Whoever  confiders  this  honourable 
teftimony  in  their  favour,  will  readily,  I 
truft,  admit  that  primitive  Old  Maids  ex- 
ifted  in  the  weftern  world,  before  it  was 
enlightened  by  its  European  invaders. 

I  cannot  quit  this  part  of  my  fubjed 
without  paying  a  juft  compliment  to  that 
immortal,  diough  fictitious,  maiden  of  Peru, 
the  Zilia  of  Madame  de  Graffigny, — Who- 
ever wilhes  to  be  more  acquainted  with  the 
Virgins  of  the  Sun,  may  find  both  informa- 
tion and  delight  in  the  Peruvian  Letters ; 
a  work  that,  for  delicacy  of  fentiment, 
and  vivacity  of  defcription,  is  inferior,  per- 
haps, to  no  performance  which  the  literary 
world  has  received  from  -the  tender  and 
lively  imagination  of  woman. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IX. 

)n  the  Reverence  paid  to  Old  Maids  by  our 
Northern  Ancefiors. 

DF  all  people  on  the  globe,  thofc  to 
whom  the  fifterhood  of  Old  Maids 
tave  been  moft  indebted,  are  undoubtedly 
\ir  brave  progenitors  of  the  North.  The 
nanly  and  generous  Goths  have  acquired  a 
degree  of  glory, 

r  Above  all  Greek,  above  all  Roman  /ami >," 

y  paying  the  moft  tender  deference  to  the 
lir  fex,  and  by  fetting  the  higheft  value  on 
lie  virtue  of  chaftity.  •  According  to  the 
digious  creed  of  thefe  gallant  tribes,  the 
irgin  who  died  chafte,  like  the  warrior 
'ho  fell  in  battle,  was  immediately  admit* 
!d,  with  diftinguifhed  honour,  into  their 
2  Valhalla, 
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Valhalla,  or  Palace  of  the  Dead*.  Among 
the  Goddeffes  enumerated  in  that  amufing 
colleftion   of   Gothic  Fables,  the  Edda, 
we  find  the  two  virgins  Fylla  and  Gefione. 
The  office  of  the  latter  was  to  prefide  over 
maidens  after  their  death.     The  Hall  of 
Odin,  and  die  Paradife  of  Mahomet,  bear 
a  ftriking  refemblance  to  each  other.    The 
beatitude  which  departed  warriors  were  fup- 
pofed  to  enjoy  in  thefc  two  regions  of  eter- 
nal delight,  appears  to  have  confifted  chiefly 
in  being  attended  by  virgins ;  and  the  learn- 
ed Keyfler  fuppofes,  that  Mahomet  was  in- 
debted to  the  ancient  Scythians  for  this  al- 
luring idea  f. 

•  In  ejus  (Freiae)  aulam  etlam  veniebant  e  fcquiore 
fexu,  quae  virgines  obiiflent. 

Keyfler,  Antiq.  Septent.  pag.  i8o« 

t  Mahomed  enim  nihil  novi  hac  parte  effinxit  et 
pollicitus  eft  afleclis  ;  fed  quod  in  vicinis  gentibos, 
Scytharum  progenie,  et  Turcis  imprimis  forte  nkr 
bat  fuis  arridere,  id  in  novam,  qnunadornabat9itli- 
gionem  tranftulit.  Ibid.  pag.  152. 

The 
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The  Gothic  maid,  who  perfevered  in  her 
chaftity,  had  indeed  a  peculiar  claim  to  dif- 
tin&ion  in  the  regions  of  the  dead,  (ince,  ac- 
cording  to  the  popular  creed  of  her  country, 
(he  was  expofed,  when  living,  to  trials  of  the 
njoft  extraordinary  and  tremendous  nature, 
arifing  from  the  influence  of  Runic  fpells. 
In  the  Angular  little  poem,  in  which  Odin 
enumerates  his  own  magical  powers,  he  de- 
clares, that  cc  he  is  poffeffed  of  an  incanta- 
cc  tion,  by  which  he  can  change  die  mind  of 
"  any  coy  maideg,  and  bend  her  entirely  to 
"  his  wifhes  V — cc  And  long  after  the  age 
"  of  Odin,"  fays  Bartholine,  "  it  was  be- 
<c  lieved,  that,  by  a  certain  Runic  compo- 
"  fition,  the  mind  of  any  damfel,  however 
a  averfe  to  love,  might  be  rendered  pliant 
cc  to  the  entreaties  of  her  admirer-*-but  if 
cc  the  lover,  who  attempted  to  form  this 
amorous  fpell,  made  any  miftake,  even  in 
tracing  a  (ingle  letter  of  the  charm,  in- 
t€  (lead  of  inlpiring  his  fair  one  with  love, 

*  Bartholin.  Antiq.  Daa.  p.  658. 

Vol.  III.  I  «  he 
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cc  he  deprived  her  of  health,  and  loaded  her 
cc  with  fuch  bodily  infirmities,  as  could  be 
cc  cured  only  by  a  more  (kilful  matter  of 
cc  this  interefting  magic,  who  might  difco- 
cc  ver  the  errors  of  the  imperfedk  (pell,  and 
<c  remove  the  evil  it  produced  by  a  new  in- 
cc  cantation." 

To  confirm  his  account  of  this  popular 
opinion,  my  author  has  quoted  a  little  ftoiy, 
which  ihews  what  a  fevere  misfortune  it 
was  to  a  Gothic  lady  to  be  beloved  by  a 
blockhead. 

The  fum  of  the  ftory  is  this : — Helga, 
the  daughter  of  Thorfin,  was  reduced  to 
great  infirmity,  both  of  body  and  mind,  by 
one  of  thofe  amorous  Runic  fpells,  imper- 
fectly written  by  a  bold  but  ignorant  ruftic, 
who  had  firft  vainly  fought  her  in  marriage, 
and  afterwards  as  vainly  courted  her  to  an 
illicit  conneftion.  The  fource  of  the  lady's 
malady  was  detefted,  and  fhe  was  reftored 
to  health  by  the  fuperior  magical  talents  of 
Egill  the  poet. 

If  the  heroes  of  the  North,  endued  as 

4  they 
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they  were  with  gfcat  bodily  ftrength,  pof- 
iefied  alfo  this  magic  influence  over  the 
minds  of  the  fair  fex,  they  certainly  deferve 
our  efteem  for  having  ufed  their  double 
powers  with  admirable  moderation  and  ge- 
nerofity.  The  Goths,  in  particular,  were 
not  only  attentive  to  female  honour,  in  re- 
fpedtto  the  women  of  their  own  nation  j  but 
they  paid  the  higheft  regard  to  the  chaftity 
of  their  fair  captives,  in  the  mod  licentious 
hours  of  viftory  and  plunder.  When  the 
Gothic  king  Totila  made  himfelf  matter  of 
Rome,  he  exerted  fo  much  care  in  prefers 
ing  the  women  from  violatiQn,  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  hiftorian  Procopius, cc  not  a  fingle 
€t  virgin,  or  matron,  or  widow,  was  diiho- 
m  noured*." 

Before  that  event,  an  Italian,  named  Ca- 
laber, had  complained  to  the  Gothic  mo- 
narch, that  his  daughter  had  been  ravifhed 

•  Ita  ut  non  Virginia,  non  matrisfamilias,  non  vi- 
dua ullius  corpori  illufum  fit:  unde  magna  illi  mo- 
deftiac  fama.— Procopii,  lib.  iii. — Grotii  Hift.  Gotfu 
p.  356. 
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by  a  powerful  chieftain  of  his  army.  The 
magnanimous  fovereign  doomed  die  of- 
fender to  death,  although  the  Gothic  nobles 
interceded  for  him,  on  account  of  his  mili- 
tary talents:  Totila  replied  to  their  inter- 
ccflion  in  a  fpeech  truly  royal :— <he  nobles 
acquiefced  in  the  juftice  of  their  king :  the 
diftinguifhed  ravUher  fuffered  death  for  his 
offence,  and  his  property  was  given  to  die 
maiden  whom  he  had  injured*. 

A  tender  veneration  for  the  fair  fcx  was  a 
chara&eriftic  of  the  northern  barbarians,  to 
which  Cariar  and  Tacitus  have  borne  a  more 
early  and  a  very  honourable  teftimony. 
The  latter  has  preferved  the  names  of  two 
Northern  Old  Maids,  who  appear  to  have 
been  idolized  by  their  gallant  countrymen 
for  their  prophetical  fagacity.  The  moft 
eminent  of  thefe  was  Veleda,  a  virgin  who 

#  Perfuafi  dials  Gothi  pro  fatellitc  hand  oltrt 
deprecabantur ;  fed  regem  finebant  de  eo  quod  vellct 
agere.  Is  haud  multd  poft  homini  vitam  ademit. 
Pecuniae  quaecunque  ejus  fuerant,  fhiprum  paffit 
dedit.  Grotii  Hift.  Goth,  p.  3*4- 

*  had 
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had  cxtenfive  authonty  over  that  warlike 
tribe  the  Brufteri,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  Germans,  fays  Tacitus,  which 
led  them  to  worihip  their  prophetic  fe- 
males as  goddeffes.  Veleda  mairttained 
her  dignity  with  all  the  circumfpe&ioo 
that  is  proper  for  a  maiden  of  a  charac- 
ter fo  important.  She  refided  in  a  lofty 
tower,  and  admitted  not  to  her  prefence  the 
Roman  emiflaries  who  wifhed  to  converfe 
with  her  * :  yet,  fharing  the  misfortunes  of 
her  brave  countrymen,  this  chafte  pro- 
phetefs  fell  a  victim  to  Roman  tyranny,  and 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  captive  in  Rome 
during  the  reign  of  Vefpafian.  She  had, 
however,  a  virgin  fucceflbr  in  her  religious 
office,  whofe  name  was  Ganna $  and  from 
this  circumftance  Mr.  Pellontier,  in  his 
elaborate  hiftory  of  the  Celts,  has  fuppofed, 
with  great  probability,  that  in  the  German 

•  Scd  coram  adirc,  alloquiquc  Velcdam,  negatiuh. 
Arcebantur  afpe&a,  quo  venerationis  plus  ineflet. 

ifbtus,  Hift.  lib.  iv. 

I  j  tribe 


•'• 


lt8  ESSAY      OH 

tribe  of  the  Brufteri  there  was  a  regular 
fucceffion  of  prophetical  Old  Maids  *• 

The  adtive  valour,  and  die  enthufiaftic 
gallantry,  which  the  manly  baifoarians  of  die 
North  difcovered  even  in  their  rudeft  ftate, 
produced,  in  procefs  of  time,  that  Singular 
and  gorgeous  monument  of  Gothic  genius, 
the  inftitution  of  Chivalry  $  an  inftitutioo 
fuperior,  in  fome  points  of  view,  to  every 
thing  that  we  find  in  the  antiquities  of 
Greece  and  Rome ;  an  inftitution  peculiarly 
interefting  to  the  fifterhood  of  Old  Maids, 
as  one  of  its  capital  objefts  was  the  prefcr- 
vation  of  virginity ! 

A  literary  prelate  of  our  church  has  at- 
tempted, in  a  feries  of  letters,  to  elucidate 
this  noble  inftitution,  and  to  vindicate  the 
glory  of  the  Gothic  charadter :— but  he  has 
unluckily  made  two  remarks,  which  would 
greatly  debafe  the  very  chamber  that  he 
wifhes  to  exalt,  if  they  were  not,  like  many  of 
his  critical  opinions,  entirely  devoid  of  all  fo- 

•  Hifioircitet  Cehes,  liv.  iv.  chap,  18. 

lid 
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Hd  foundation.  As  thefe  two  remarks  relate 
to  virgins,  and  their  chafte  Gothic  admirers 
and  defenders,  I  fhall  dwell  a  little  on  both. 
The  learned  bifhop  aflerts,  that  the  Grecian 
hero,  or  demi-god,  and  the  Gothic  knight, 
were  characters  completely  fimilarj  or,  to 
ufe  his  own  words,  that cc  the  Grecian  Bac- 
cc  chus  and  Hercules  were  the  exalt  countcr- 
u  parts  of  Sir  Launcelot  and  Amadis  de 
rc  GauleV   He  quotes,  indeed,  the  great 
authority  of  Spenfer  for  this  comparifon ; 
but  a  flight  refemblance  in  valour  and  con- 
queft  was  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  the 
poet.  The  critic,  attempting  to  aggrandize 
he  Gothic  name,  ought,  inftead  of  adopt- 
ng  this  poetical  fimilitude,  to  have  fhewn 
low  tht  Grecian  differed  from  the  more 
loble  and  more  virtuous  Goth.  In  the  great 
x>int  of  generous  chaftity,  the  difference 
ras  extreme.     In  the  Greek  poem  that  re- 
cords the  adventures  of  Bacchus,  one  of  his 
)rincipal  exploits  is  that  of  violating  * 

•  Hard's  Letters  on  Chivalry,  Letter  iv. 

I  4  deeping 
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deeping  nymph  •;  and'jhe  intontiuencetf' 
Htrcules  was  fo  notorious,  that  (not  to  am- 
tion  his  robbing  an  Amazonian  prinec&of 
her  girdle)  he  is  faid  by  Herodotus  to  have 
cohabited  with  a  female  monfter  inScftUsf* 
If  the  Gothic  heroes,  Sir  Tauncek*  writ 
Amadis,  could  ftart  into  life,  what  pnflifr* 
ment  would  tjiey  think  fevere  cntough  ftrir 
critic,  wha  had  rafhly  dared  id  call  tfcemti* 
txoB  counterparts  of  thefe  Gretian-nrvifcav 
In  fa&,  no  comparifon  can  be  more  inju- 
rious ;  for,  in  the  heroic  ages,  the  Grecian 
hero  appears  to  have  taken  the  moft  unwar- 
rantable liberties  with  every  virgin  that  fcB 
into  his  power;  and  the  Gothic  knight,  on 
the  contrary,  not  only  defended  the  purity 
of  every  maid  in  diftrefs,  but  was  often 
bound  by  the  mod  folemn  oaths  to  remain 
a  virgin  himfelf. — The  fecond  remark  of 
the  learned  bifhop  is  equally  injurious  to 
the  pure  and  liberal  heroes  of  the  Gothic  or 
ftudal  ages :  for  it  fuppofes  cc  that  feudal 

•  Noiuri  Dionyf.  lib,  xlviii        f  Herodot.  lib.  if. 

u  gallsnfij 
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*  gallantry  was  the  offspring  of  the  privilege, 
cc  which  the  ladies  then  pofiefTed,  of  feudal 
«*  fiicceffion*;"  or,  in  other  words,  that  the 
Gothic  knights  idolized  the  fair  for  their  rank 
and  riches,  and  not  for  their  beauty  and  their 
virtue.  We  can  believe,  indeed,  that  fuch 
ideas  plight  influence  the  courtly  manners 
of  a  prieft  in  the  eighteenth  century ;  but  a 
very  flight  acquaintance  with  hiftory  and 
jx>mance  is  diffident  to  convince  us,  that 
ftich  ideas  were  never  harboured  by  any 
true  knight,  in  the  pureft  ages  of  chivalry. 

How  far  the  virtue  of  the  ladies  was 
more  refpefted  than  their  rank,  by  the  gaU 
lant  gentry  of  this  period,  we  have  a  ftrik- 
ing  example  in  an  anecdote  related  by  that 
indefatigable  fearcher  into  the  records  of 
chivalry,  Mr.  de  Sainte  Palaye. 

This  curious  author  informs  us,  cc  that 
4€  the  Chevalier  de  la  Tour,  in  his  inftruc- 

tions  addrefled  to  his  daughters,  about 

the  year  137 1,  mentions  a  knight  of  his 
"  time,  who,  in  palling  near  the  caftles  in- 

•  Letters  on  Chivalry. 
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cc  habited  by  ladies,  affixed  a  mark  of  in- 
c<  famy  to  the  manfion  of  thofe,  who  were 
<c  not  worthy  to  receive  loyal  knights  pur- 
cc  fuing  honour  and  virtue.  He  bellowed, 
c<  at  the  fame  time,  a  juft  encomium  on 
cc  thofe  whofe  merits  entitled  them  to  pub- 
«  licefteemV 

That  infinuating  Platonic  love,  which 
mingled  itfelf  with  the  manners  of  chivalry, 
has  often,  perhaps,  undermined  the  chaftity 
of  a  refolute  virgin.  It  would  be  a  curious 
fpeculation  to  confider  how  far  this  refined 
paflion  has  proved  a  treacherous  deftroyer 
of  Old  Maids,  and  to  trace  its  prevalence 
or  decline  in  different  ages ;  but,  as  I  fear  it 
might  lead  me  to  fwell  this  little  work  into 
a  formidable  fize,  I  fliall  content  myfelf 
with  pointing  out  the  fubjeft  as  worthy  the 
refearehes  of  my  philofbphical  brethren; 
and  only  remark,  that  this  chafte  yet  dan- 
gerous affe&ion  was  highly  fafhionable  at 
the  court  of  England  in  the  year  1 634,  as 

*  Memoires  fur  1'Ancxenne  Chevalerie,  torn.  i. 
p.  86. 
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learn  from  one  of  Howell's  familiar  Jet- 
ters*;  and  that  it  is  ridiculed  with  much 
lively  fpirit  in  a  play  of  Sir  William  Dave- 
nant's,  called  the  Platonic  Lovers,  repre- 
iented  in  1636/ 

Let  us  return  to  the  ages  of  chivalry.— 
Notwithftanding  the  prevalence  of  this  pe- 
rilous Platonic  love  in  thofe  ages,  the  fpirit 
of  the  times  gave  fuch  fidelity,  as  well  as 
vigour,  to  all  the  generous  affe&ions,  that  I 
am  perfuaded  many  a  lovely  damfel  of  that 
period  became  a  perfedt  Old  Maid,  from  a 
faithful  attachment  to  the  memory  of  her 
gallant  deceafed  admirer.  I  confider  the 
tender  Melefinda,  Countefs  of  Tripoli,  in 
Paleftine,  as  a  mod  refpeftable  Old  Maid 
of  this  clafs.  The  romantic  Troubadour 
Geoffrey  Rudel  became  enamoured  of  her 
beauty  by  the  mere  report  of  her  charms.  He 
croffed  the  fea  to  throw  himfelf  at  her  feet. 
Illnefs  feized  him  on  the  voyage,  and  when 
they  carried  him  afhore,  he  was  fuppofed 
to  be  dead.     The  lingular  paffion  of  the 

•  Vol.  i.  page  259. 
:..  .  knight 
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knight  touched  the  tender  fool  of  d* 
Countefs.  She  haftened  to  Tifit  this  gal- 
lant viftim  of  love.  He  ftill  breathed— 
received  her  companionate  embraces,  aad 
expired  with  expreffions  of  delight  on  the 
felicity  of  dying  in  her  arms.  The  Cooih 
tefs  honoured  his  remains  with  a  magnifi- 
cent funeral,  and  retired  to  lament  him, 
during  her  life,  in  the  chafte  folitude  of  the 
doifter*. 

Strange  as  it  may  (bund,  die  virginity  of 
woman  will  be  often  found  to  have  derived 
its  firmeft  fupport  from  the  gallantry  of 
man ;  a  paradox  fufficiently  explained  by 
the  preceding  ftory. 

As  die  Greeks  were  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  fpirit  of  gallantry,  according  to 
the  confeffion  of  their  learned  hiftorian 
Mr.  Mitfordf*  this  may  be  one  among 
other  reafons  to  account  for  the  extreme 
fcarcity  of  elderly  virgins  in  Greece.  For 
our  fuperior  politenefs,  and  that  happy  mix- 

*  Hiftoire  des  Troubadours,  torn*  i.  p.  89. 
f  Iliftory  of  Greece,  p.  122. 
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*.  of  frankncfs  and  delicacy  in. our  man* 
5  towards  women,  by  which  the  modern 
-Id  is  exalted  above  the  ancient,  we  are 
:ainly  indebted  to  our  noble  anceftors  of 
North,  who  exhibited,  in  the  earlieft 
iod  of  their  hifiory,  the  moft  generous 
ration  to  female  honour  in  general, 
[  a  particular  veneration  for  their  intelli- 
it  Old  Maids. 
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PART     VI. 


CONTAINING    MISCELLANEOUS   MATTER, 


C  HA  P.    I. 

On  certain  P of  ages  in  Engli/b  Poets  concern- 
ing Virginity. — On  the  medical  Influence 
ajcribed  to  it. — On  various  Devices /up- 
fo/ed  to  ajcertain  it>  &c. 

HAVING  examined  at  large,  in  a 
former  part  of  this  Effay,  the  many- 
brilliant  compliments  which  the  fathers  of 
the  church  have  paid  to  virginity,  I  fhall 
now  confider  the  terms  in  which  the  great- 
eft  poets  of  our  country  have  fpoken  of 
this  delicate  and  interefting  fubjeft.  As  en- 
thufiafm  is  the  effential  quality  both  of 
faints  and  poets,  we  might  from  hence  con- 
jecture, that  the  geijuine  Old  Maid  would 

be 
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be  treated  with  equal  reverence  by  both ; 
but  alas  !  the  poetical  enthufiaft  is  fubjeft 
to  a  certain  gay  and  wanton  levity  of  Ipirit, 
which  tempts  him  now  and  then  to  fail  in 
the  refpeft  that  we  all  owe  to  the  fifterhood. 
This  remark  is  particularly  applicable  to 
Chaucer  and  Shakefpeare.  I  am  happy, 
however,  in  being  able  to  add,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Engliih  mufe,  that  two  poets, 
of  equal  eminence,  have  treated  virginity 
with  all  the  modeft  and  tender  veneration 
which  we  have  feen  it  receiving  from  ib 
many  eloquent  faints.  It  will,  I  truft, 
be  amufmg  to  compare  the  language  of 
thefe  four  illuftrious  bards  on  our  favourite 
fubjeft.  —  Let  us  begin  with  Chaucer. 
Though  he  flourifhed  at  a  time  when  the 
convent  and  chivalry,  thofe  two  profeft 
guardians  of  maiden  purity,  were  in  fafhion, 
he  does  not  feem  to  have  entertained  any 
very  high  reverence  for  a  perpetual  viigin ; 
at  leaft  we  find  him  treating  that  character 
with  much  farcaftic  jocularity,  in  the  long 

and 
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and  lively  prologue  with  which  his  Wife  of 
Bath  introduces  her  tale.  The  following 
lines  feem  to  indicate  that  the  poet  himfelf 
poflcffed  a  fpirit  as  amorous  as  that  of  the 
buxom  lady,  in  whofe  chara&er  he  is  ipeak- 
ing- 

What  rekketh  me,  though  folk  fa$ Xilank 
Ofjbrewed  Lamecb,  and  bis  bigamiet 
I  wot  wel  Abraham  was  an  holy  man, 
And  Jacob  eke,  as  fer  as  ever  I  can, 
And  ecbe  of  hem  bad  wives  mo  than  two, 
And  many  another  holy  man  alfe. 
Wber  canyejeen,  in  any  matter  age, 
That  bigbe  God  defended  manage 
By  exprejfe  word?  I  pray  you  telleth  me, 
Or  wber  commanded  be  virginitee? 

I  wot,  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  drede, 
tte  Apofile,  whan  befpaht  of  maidenbedi, 
Hefaidy  that  precept  tberofbad  be  non ; 
Men  may  confeilte  a  woman  to  ben  on, 
But  confeilling  is  no  commandment  1 
He  put  it  in  our  owen  jugement. 
Vol.  IIL  K  JFot 
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For  badde  God  commanded  Mmdenbeief 
tfban  bad  be  dampned  Wedding  out  of  dndt\ 
And  certesy  if  tber  were  nofedeyfowe> 
Virginitee  than  wberofjbuld  it  growe  ? 

Tyrwhitt's  Chaucer*  voL  i.  p.  224* 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  argument  againft 
virginity,  contained  in  the  laft  couplet,  ap- 
pears alfo  in  a  Greek  epigram  by  Paulus 
Silentiarius,  an  author  of  the  fixrh  century, 
who  has  defcribed  the  church  of  San&a  So- 
phia at  Conftantinople  in  a  very  lingular 
poem,  and  who  fays,  in  the  epigram  to 
which  1  allude, 

Virginity  is  wealth:  but  if  by  all 

This  wealth  were  boarded,  life  itfelf  m*Jt 

fall  *. 

Let  me  obferve,  for  the  credit  of  Chaucer, 

*  KetXa  'rot   xapGo»u;    xufxnXi*.    rapfe  »»i}  ctf 

.  Anthologia  Lubini,  4U3.  page  43. 
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that  he  appears  dcfirous  of  atoning  for  the 
freedom  with  which  he  had  treated  virgins  of 
every  clafs,  by  his  verfes  on  that  marvellous 
holy  maid  St*  Caecilia;  a  competition  in 
which  he  engaged,  if  we  may  believe  the 
following  introdu&ion  to  it,  to  pjreferve 
himfelf  from  the  perils  of  licentious  indo- 
lence i 

And  for  to  put  usfromfwicbe  Mehuffa 

^bat  caufe  is  offo  gret  confu/hm, 

I  have  here  don  my  feithful  befhujji) 

After  the  Legende,  in  tr (inflation 

Right  of  thy  glorious  lif  andpqffion^ 

2hmiy  with  thy  gerlond  wrought  of  rtfe  and 

lilte, 
ttce  men*  I,  maid  and  martir,  Scintc  Gecilit. 
Tyrwhitt's  Chaucer,  vol.  iii-  p.  65* 

But  if  Chaucer  appears  to  have  failed 
now  and  then,  in  his  veneration  towards  the 
fifterhood,  his  tranfgreflions  againft  the 
chafte  community  iare  very  trivial,  when 
compared  with  thofe  of  Shakefpeare.    The 

K  %  Old 
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Old  Maid  may  applaud  herfidf  ibr  pqfetf- 
fing  a  charitable  fpirit,  if  fhe  pcrfbftly  far- 
gives  this  fiucy  prince  of  dramatic  poets 
for  the  following  paflage  in  his  comedy  of 
"  All's  wdl  that  Ends  Well/' 
. <c  It  >  not  politic  in  the  commonwealth 
".  9f  nature  to  prefcnre  virginity.     Loft 
*  of  virginity  is  rational  inatafe|.  and 
«  there  was  never  a  virgm  g^  tiU  virginttj 
cc  was  firft  loft.    That  you  were  made  of, 
is  metal  to  make  virgins.    Virginity,  by 
being  once  loft,  may  be  ten  times  found; 
by.  being  ever  kept,  is  ever  loft :  'tis  too 
"  cold  a  companion;  away  with  it!  There's 
"  lktle  can  be  faid  in't,  'tis  againft  the  rule 
"  of  nature.    To  fpeak  on  the  part  of  vir- 
"  ginhy,  is  to  accufe  your  mothers ;  which 
fff  is  moft  infallible  difobedience.     He  that 
hangs  himfelf  is  a  virgin ;  virginity  mur- 
ders itfelf;  and  lhould  be  buried  in  high* 
ways,  out  of  all  fandtified  limit,  as  a  def- 
"  peratc  ofiendrefs  againft  nature.     Virgi- 
04  ftity  breeds  mites,  much  like  a  cheefe; 
cc  confumes  idelfto  the  very  paring,  and  fo 
6  "die* 
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diet  with  feeding  its  own  ftomach.  Be- 
fides,  virginity  is  peeviih,  proud,  idle, 
"  'made  of  felf-love,  which  is  the  moft  in- 
"  hibited  fin  in  the  canon.  Keep  it  not, 
"  you  cannot  chufc  but  lofe  by't :  out 
cc  with't !  Within  ten  years  it  will  make  it- 
a  felf  two,  which  is  a  goodly  increafe,  and 
m  the  principal  itfelf  not  much  the  worfe*— 
"  away  with't ! — 'Tis  a  commodity  will  lofe 
"  the  glofs  with  lying;  the  longer  kept,  the 
€€  left  worth :— offwith't  while  'tis  vendible ! 
u  anfwer  fche  time  of  requeft.  Virginity, 
<c  like  an  old  courtier,  wears  her  cap  out«£ 
u  fafhionj  richly  fuited,  but  unfuitable: 
"  juft  like  the  brooch  and  the  toothpick, 
u  which  wear  not  now.  Your  date  is  better 
**  in  your  pye  and  your  porridge  than  in 

*  your  cheek:  and  your  virginity,  your 
«  old  virginity,  is  like  one  of  our  French 
"  withered  pears :   it  looks  ill :    it  eats 

•  dryly: — many,  'tis  a  wither'd  pear:  it 
€€  was  formerly  better:  marry,  yet  'tis  a 
«  wither'd  pear  V  # 

•  All'*  Well  that  End*  Well,  A&  I.  Scene  i .    ' 

*  3  Let 


tJt         E  8  P  A  Y     O  II 

Let  us  obferve,  as  ah  apology  for  dot  ink 
irritable  poet,  that  he  has  given  w  the{£c- 
oeding  fcrcafms  againft  did  fifttrhood  as  the 
language  of  a  poltroon, 

Since  the  perfonal  hiftory  of  Shakefpeare, 
&ik  as  it  is,  muft  be  ftill  peculiarly  inter- 
efting  to  every  Englifh  reader*  let  me  ha- 
zard a  few  conje&ures  concerning  it,  that 
*ere  fuggefted  by  the  paffifge  I  have 
quoted, 

Mr.  Malone,  in  his  very  ingenious  and 
qmufing  attempt  to  afcertain  the  order  in 
which  the  plays  of  Shakefpeare  were  writ- 
ten, has  allotted  the  comedy  of  <c  All's 
Well  that  Ends  Well"  to  the  year  1598. 
I  was  at  firft  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
elegant  and  accurate  commentator  was  mis- 
taken \n  this  article,  from  an  idea,  that 
Shakefpeare  could  not  have  written  fuch 
an  inve&ive  againft  old  virginity  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  who  prided  herfclf  on 
being  the  queen  of  Old  Maids,  But,  re- 
flection has  led  ige  into  a  conjecture,  which, 
fancifijl  as  it  may  feem  to  others,  to  me  ap- 
pears 
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pears  to  confirm  Ac  date  affigned  by  Mr. 

Malone  to  this  comedy ;  and  to  give  alfb 

additional  fpirit  to  the  paffage,  as  direftly 

pointed  againft  the  queen  herfelf,  from  an 

fconeft  indignation  of  the  poet  in  behalf  of 

his  great  friend  and  patron  the  liberal  earl 

of  Southampton.  Mr.  Malone,  in  fpeaking 

faf  this  nobleman,  has  obferved,  "  that  he 

**  attended  lord  Effex  on  the  expedition  to 

"  Cadiz,  in  1 597,  as  a  volunteer,  and  after- 

u  wa,rds  to  Ireland  as  general  of  the  horfe, 

H  from  which  employment  he  was  difmifled 

**  by  the  peremptory  orders  of  Queen  Eli- 

*  zabeth,  who  was  offended  with  him  for 

u  haying  prefumed  to  marry  Mils  Eliza- 

#c  beth  Vernon  [in  1596]  without  her  ma- 

4C  jefty's  confent," 

Now  it  appears  to  me  highly  probable, 
that  when  his  patron  was  thus  injurioufly 
treated  by  the  antiquated  maiden  queen, 
merely  for  marrying  a  lovely  young  woman, 
it  appears,  I  fay,  highly  probable,  that 
Shakefpeare  might  at  this  ju^fture  point  all 
bis  wit,  with  a  generous  acrimony,  againft 

K  4  that 

V,.. 


,j6  ESSAY      ON 

that  old  virginity,  which,  equivocal  as  it 
was,  his  tyrannical  fovereign  confidered  as 
the  highefl:  of  her  titles.  In  the  following 
year  (iJ99)  when  Eflex  was  in  confine- 
ment, Lord  Southampton  and  Lord  Rut- 
land (as  we  learn  from  a  letter  of  that  pe- 
riod) "  came  not  to  the  court  [at  Non- 
"  fuch]  but  paffed  their  ryme  in  London, 
"  merely  in  going  to  plates  every  day  *."  If 
the  comedy  in  queftion  made  a  part  of  their 
entertainment,  as  it  probably  did,  they 
muft  have  enjoyed,  with  peculiar  relifh,  this 
fpirited  caricatura  of  old  virginity,  as  high- 
ly applicable  to  that  malevolent,  affefted 
Old  Virgin,  who  had  fa  recently  excited 
their  anger  and  derifion. 

This  conjecture  may  at  firft  appear  in-t 
eoafiftent  with  the  tradition,  that  Shake- 
fpeare  wrote  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windior 
in  die  year  i6oi,%t  the  rcqueft  of  Eliza- 
beth j  yet  it  is  poflible,  ^at  her  majefty 
might  enjoin  our  poet  to  exhibit  a  carica- 

**JowIand  Whjrte'i  twter  to  6ir  Robert  Sidney. 
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tura  of  love,  in  the  perfon  of  Falftaff,  to 
atone  for  the  fatirical  freedom  with  which 
he  had  delineated  old  virginity  in  the  fpeech 
of  Parolles.  We  muft  at  the  fame  time  con- 
fefe,  that  this  imperious  Old  Maid  would 
have  probably  corrected  the  dramatift  in  a 
manner  much  more  fevere,  had  (he  ever 
fufpefted  him  of  pointing  his  fatire  againft 
her  own  princely  perfon;  although  flic 
owed  him  much  indulgence  for  the  fublime 
compliment  which  he  had  formerly  paid 
her. 

"  As  a  fair  Vefial  throned  by  the  Weft  V 

But  it  is  time  to  quit  our  uncertain 
conje&ures  on  this  inimitable  ibvereign  of 
the  drama,  to  (peak  with  more  certainty  of 
a  poet,  who  has  treated  the  fifterhood 
with  fuperior  courtefy.  I  mean  the  gende 
Spenfer ;  who  has  not  only  celebrated  the 
virginity  of  his  queen,  in  the  Introduction 
to  his  Legend  of  Cbaftitie\>  but  in  his  cha- 

•  See  Midfummer-Night'»  Dream, 

f  See  the  third  Book  of  the  Faerie  Qgeene. 

rafter 
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rafter  of  Belphcebe  has  given  us  the  fol- 
lowing beautiful  defcription  of  this  female 
perfection. 

That  daintie  rofe,  the  daughter  ofber  menu, 
More  dcare  than  life  Jbe  tendered,  wbtji 

flowre 
The  girknd  ofber  honour  did  adorae  -, 
Nt  Juffred  fiie    the   mtddejes  Jcorcbbr 

powre, 
Ne  the  fharp  northerns  wind  thereon  i% 

fhowre ; 
But  lapped  up  berjlkm  leaves  moft  chain, 
When  Jo  the  f reword  fiye  began  to  loan: 
Butfoone  as  calmed  was  the  cbriflall  aire, 
She  did  it  fair e  difpred,  and  let  toflor'tjb  faire. 
EternttU  God)  in  bis  almighty  powre, 
To  make  enfample  of  his  heavenly  grace, 
In  Paradife  wbilome  did  plant  this  flown; 
U^hexte  he  it  fetcbt  out  ofber  native place, 
And  did  in  floe ke  of  earthly  fiefls  enrace, 
That  mortall  men  her  glory  jbould  admire: 
In  gentle  ladies  brefle,  and  bounteous  race 
Of  womankind,  it  fair  eft fiowre  doth  fpire, 
And  bearttb fruit  of  honour  and  all  cbaft  defire. 
Far* 
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Fqreytfipis  of  btautie,  wbdfe  bright  Jbin* 
%         ing  betimes  * 

Adorne  the  world  with  like  to  heavenly  light, 
And  to  your   willes    both  royalties  and 

re  antes  :      - 

Subdew,  through  conqueft  of  your  wondrous 

might ! 
With  this  fair e  flowreyour  goodly  girlonds 

tight, 
Of  chafiitie  and  vertue  virginal!, 

Tbatjball  embellijh  more  your  beautie  bright* 

And  crowne  your  beades  with  heavenly  co- 

ronall, 
Such  as  the  angels  weare  before  Gods  tri- 

bunalU 

To  your  j aire /elves  a  fair e  en/ample  frame 
Of  this  f  aire  virgin,  this  Belpbcebe  faire, 
To  whim,  inperfeSt  love  and fpotlejje  fame 
Of  chafiitie,  none  living  may  compaire : 
Nepoyfnous  envy  juftly  can  etnpaire 
The  prayfe  of  her  frejh  flowring  may  den* 

bead-, 
For-tby  Jheftandetb  on  the  highefi  fiaire 

Of 
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Of  A'  bamrshlefsgi  *fwmnfmil 
{Ut  hit  ft  all  nayfolkto  her  Offmmple  deaj*. 


»-ihm«« 


To  cfaefe  lines  of  Spenfer  I  am 
to  add  another  portrait  of  virginity,  by  hb 
negle&ed  but  fpiritcd  difciplc  Phiocn 
Fletcher,  who  was  once  called  the  Spenfer 
of  his  age.  In  his  allegorical  poem,  intided 
"  The  Purple  Ifland,"  after  giving  a  dc» 
fcription  of  Agnia,  or  Chaftitie  in  the  NUr+ 
tied,  to  u(e  the  words  of  his  own  illuftratioo, 
he  proceeds  thus : 


With  her,  berfifter  went,  a  warlike  maid, 
-\Partbenia,  all  in  fteel  and  gilded  arm  i 
he  needle's  ftead  a  mighty  Jpear  Jbe Jwafi, 
With  which  in  bloody  fields*  and  fierte 

alarms, 
The  boldeft  champion  Jb*  Anon  wpdd  far, 
And  like  a  thunderbolt  wide  pajfage  tear, 
Flinging  all  to  the  earth  with  her  enchanted 
Jpear. 

*  Faerie  Queene,  book  UL  canto  t. 
f  Chaititie  in  tht  Single; 

Br 
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Her  goodly  armour fcem'd  a  garden  great* 
H^ere  tb<ntfandJpotUJc  Mtis  frejbiy  llemi 
And  en  herjbieldtbe  'lone  bird  might  befeeu, 
3V  Arabian  bird,fldmng  in  colours  new  s 
Itfelf  unto  it/elf  was  onefy  mate, 
Ever  the  fame,  but  new  in  newer  date, 
And  underneath  was  writ,  Such  is  chafte 
fingle  ftatc  *. 

i 

After  a  long  description  of  this  heroine, 
die  poet  concludes  her  chara&er  in  the  fol- 
lowing ftanza : 

A  tboujand  knights  woo9d  her  with  bufie 

pain  i 
To  tboufandjhe  her  virgin  grant  denied  $ 
Although,  her  dear-fought  love  to  entertain, 
They  all  their  wit,  and  all  their  firength 

applied  : 
Tet  in  her  heart  Love  clojk  bisfctpterfwafd, 
That  to  an  heavenly  fpoufe  her  thoughts 

betraid, 
Where  foe  a  maiden  wife  might  live,  and 

wifely  maid. 

»  Tbt  Pwpta  Iflaad,  Caftttx.  edit.  \6lUh  H>> 

But 
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But  of  all  the  pocticud  comploncmi  Arf 
Virginity  has  received*  none*  I  think,  are  lb 
truly  beautiful  and  fublime*  as  thole  vhidi 
have  proceeded  from  the  date  eathiifiafri 
of  Milton.  Let  the  reader  judge  from  die 
following  paflages  of  Comua.— The  ekkf 
brother,  in  fpeaking  of  hia  loft  fiflo? 
fays, 


Sbc  bos  a 


ftrengtby 


Which  if  Heaven  gave,  it  may  be  termd  her 

own: 
'Tts  Chaftity,  my  brother,  Cbaftity  : 
<Sbe  that  has  that  is  clad  in  complete  ft  eel, 
And,  like  a  quivered  nymph  with  arrows  keen, 
May  trace  huge  for  efts  and unh  arbour *d '  heaths } 
Infamous  bills,  andfandy  perilous  wilds, 
Where,  through  the  f acred  rays  of  Cbaftity, 
No  favage  fierce,  bandit e^  or  mountaneer, 
Will  dare  to  foil  her  virgin  purity  : 
Tea  there,  where  very  defolation  dwells, 
By  grots,  and  caverns  Jbagg'd  with  horrid 

Jbades, 
7  She 
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She  may  pafs  on,  with  unblencb'd*majefiy, 
Be  it  not  done  in  pride  or  in  prefumption.— 
Some  fay,  no  evil  thing  that  walks  by  night 

Infoi*  wfir*>  h  lob**  <*  fnoorijbfen, 
Blue  meager  bag,  orfiubborn  unlaid  gbofi, 
^tbat  breaks  his  magic  chains  at  cur  feu  time ; 
No  goblin,  or  fwart  faery  of  the  mine, 
Hath  hurtful  pow'r  o'er  true  virginity.— 
Do  ye  believe  me  yet,  orjhall  I  call 
Antiquity  from  the  oldfcbools  of  Greece 
To  teftify  the  arm  of  Chafiity  ? 
Hence  bad  the  buntrefs  Dian  her  dread  bow, 
Fair  filver-Jbaf ted  queen,  for  ever  chafie, 
Wherewith  {be  tam'd  the  brinded  lionefs 
Andfpotted  mountain  pard,  butfet  at  nought 
The  frivolous  bolt  of  Otfid ;  Gods  and  men 
Fear 'd her  fiern  frown,  and  Jhe  was  queen  o' 

tV  woods. 
What  was  that  fndky-beaded  Gorgon  Jbield 
That  wife  Minerva  wore,  unconquer'd  virgin, 
Wherewith  Jhe  /reez'd  her  foes  to  congeal' d 

fione, 
But  rigid  looks  of  chafie  aufierity, 
And  noble  grace,  that  da/b'd  brute  violence 

With 


Till  eft  eonverfe  witb  beaveul 
Begin  to  caft  a  beam  on  tb'  01 
The  unpolluted  temple  of  the  i 
/fa d  turns  it  by  degrees  to  the 
Sill  all  be  made  immortal  *. 

Again,  the  lady  herfelf,  if 
Comus,  vindicates,  with  g 
dignity  and  power  ofqiaidei 

Tobi 
Jim  bis  profane  tongue  wi, 

words 
Agasnfi  the  fun-clad  power  of 
Foot  would  Ifometbingfay  %  jj 
Thou  baft  nor  ear  nor  foul  to  s 
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Tbefublime  notion  and  high  myfteryy 
That  muft  be  uttered  to  unfold  the /age 
Andjerious  dottrine  of  Virginity. 

While  we  admire  the  tranfcendant  grace 
and  energy  of  Milton's  language,  let  us  re- 
mark, in  juftice  to  an  elder  and  admirable 
poet  of  our  country,  that  moil  of  the  pre- 
ceding ideas,  which  relate  to  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  genuine  and  confirmed  virgin, 
are  copied  from  that  negle&ed  but  very 
beautiful  paftoral  drama,  the  Faithful  Shep- 
herdefs  of  Fletqhen     In  this  drama,  Clorin, 
a  tender  and  pious  nymph,  having  bu- 
ried her  lover,  and  being  determined  to 
die  an  Old  Maid,  refides  by  his  grave  in  a 
wood,  and  is  attended  by  a  modeft  and 
obedient  fatyr.     The  caufe  of  this  obe- 
dience, from  fuch  a  creature,  flie  exprefles 
in  the  following  fpeech ;  to  which  Milton 
has  paid  the  higheft  honour,  by  more  than 
cne  imitation  of  it. 

Whatgreatnefsy  or  what  private  bidden  fewer 
Is  there  in  me%  to  draw  Jubmiffion 
Vol,  III.  L  From 


'•  \ 
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Thus  mildly  kneel  to  me  ?  Sire  there's  a  power 
Tn  that  great  name  of  virgin,  that  binds  f  aft 
All  rude  uncivil  bloods,  all  appetites 
that  treak  their  confines :  then,ftrong  Chajlity, 
Be  thou  myftrongeft  guard,  for  here  Til  dwell) 
In  oppojitidn  againft  Fate  and  Hell  *. 

We  find  in  the  fame  drama,  that  the  poet 
has  ingenioufly  availed  himfelf  of  the  po- 
pular opinion  concerning  the  medical  power 
of  the  tfuc  maiden.  His  holy  fhepherdefs, 
Clorin,  fays,  in  defcribing  herfelf, 

Of  all  green  wounds  I  know  the  remedies, 
Tn  men  or  cattle,  be  they  flung  withfnakes, . 
Or  charm' d  with  powerful  words  of  wicked  art. 
Or  be  they  love-Jick,  or  through  too  much  heat 
Grown  wild  or  lunatic,  their  eyes  or  ears 
Thicken9 d  with  miflyfilm  of  dulling  rheum  ; 
Thefe  I  can  cure,fuchfecret  virtues  lie 
In  herbs,  applied  by  a  virgin's  hand  f. 

The  falutary  influence  afcribed  to  virgi 
nity  appears  to  have  been  very  extenfive. 

•  The  Faithful  Shcphcrdefs,  aft  i.  fc.  i.       t  H>id- 

L  2  In 
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thor  I  have  juft  mentioned,  "  may  be  cured 
u  of  the  ftrangury,  if  a  virgin  will  unloofe 
"  her  zone,  and  apply  it  te  his  head," 
That  dreadful  difeafe  of  man,  which  has 
been  fuppofed,  both  in  England  and  France, 
to  admit  of  no  cure,  but  from  the  touch  of 
the  fovereign,  might  be  healed,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  by  the  purer 
hand  of  virginity.  But  as  thefe  maidenly 
remedies  have  long  ceafed  to  be  fafhionable 
in  the  medical  world,  I  fliall  not  fwell  thefe 
volumes  by  enumerating  the  different  ma- 
ladies to  which  they  were  applied,  or  the 
various  modes  of  application. 

Ceafing,  therefore,  to  confider  virginity 
as  a  noftrum,  let  us  proceed  to  remark,  th$t 
it  has  fometimes  been  the  patient,  as  well 
as  the  inftrument,  of  quacks.  It  is  one  of 
die  moft  ftriking  foibles  in  man,  that  he 
will  often  attempt  to  afcertain,  by  infuffi- 
cient  tefts,  many  doubtful  points,  which  it 
would  be  much  wifer  to  admit  entirely 
upon  truft.  Hence  have  arifen  many  fan- 
ciful and  fallacious  devices  to  prove  the  in- 

L  3  tegrity 


™ 
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j  Atkco*»,  lib.  a— <""" 
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ferpent  kef*  in  a  temple  of  Juno,  which 
difdained  to  accept  any  food  unlefs  offered 
by  the  pure  hand  of  a  virgin.  This  dainty 
animal  is  mentioned  by  /Elian,  and  alluded 
to  by  the  poet  Propertius,  who  tells  us, 
in  elegant  and  pi&urefque  verfes,  of  which 
the  following  are  an  imperfeft  copy, 

In  pale fufpenfe  the  fearful  dam/els  gaz'd, 
Who  to  the  ferpent' s  mouth  rajh  offerings  rais'd; 
From  the  chafte  maid  the  proffer *d  food  be 

takes, 
While  in  her  trembling  band  the  bajketjhakes  *. 

In  the  Greek  romances  we  find  various 
trials  of  virginity  circumftantially  defcribed. 
Chariclia,  the  heroine  of  Heliodorus,  is 
reprefented  by  that  elegant  and  lively  writer 
as  paffing  with  intrepid  innocence  through 
a  fiery  ordeal.     The  lovely  maiden,  arrayed 

#  Tfilia  demijfet  patient  adfacra  puella, 

Cum  timer}  angvineo  creditur  ore  manm  : 
lllefibi  admotas  a  virgine  corripit  tfcas  ; 
Virginis  in  palmis  ipfa  canijlra  tremunt. 

Propertius,  lib.  iv.  cleg.  8. 

L  4  in 
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in  a  Delphic  robe,  with  her  hair  djlhevelled, 
and  with  a  countenance  exprefling  religious 
tranfport,  leaps  on  a  blazing  altar,  an^ 
ftands  unhurt  amid  the  flames,  auratting 
univerfal  admiration,  as  more  like  a  Divi- 
nity than  a  mortal*. 

Achilles  T  alius  has  delineated  a  fcene  of 
a  fimilar  kind,  ftill  more  pidhirefque.  He 
tells  us,  that  in  a  grove  belonging  to  Diana 
there  was  a  cave  of  peculiar  fanctity  devoted 
to  Pan.  Juft  within  the  portal  of  this  cave, 
a  miraculous  pipe  was  fufpended,  formed  of 
thofe  reeds  into  which  the  nymph  Syrinx 
was  metamorphofed,  when  (he  fled  from  the 
wanton  purfuit  of  the  ruftic  God. 

A  wondrous  power  redded  in  this  pipe, 
and  rendered  it  an  unquestionable  tell  of 
maiden  innocence.  Whenever  a  true  vir- 
gin entered  the  cave,  founds  of  the  fweeteft 
melody  proceeded  from  this  inftrument; 
but  if  one  who  had  loll  her  purity  was  ra(h 
enough  to  approach  it,  the  pipe  continued 

*  Heliodiwi  Mthiop.  lib.  x. 

(Heot, 
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filent,  and,  inftead  of  mufic,  a  groan  of  la- 
mentation was  fenc  forth  from  the  cave. 

Lcucippe,  the  heroine  of  Tatius,  being 
^accufed  of  impurity,  is  brought  to  ascertain 
either  her  guilt  or  innocence  by  this  awful 
experiment.     She  is  furrouiided  by  feli- 
citous fpe&ators:   her  malignant  accufer, 
her  anxious  father,  and  her  lover,  fuffering 
ftill  ftronger  agitation— confident,  indeed,  in ' 
the  virtue  of  his  miftrefs,  yet  trembling  left 
fhe  might  fufFer  from  the  wantonnefs  of 
Pan.    Thus  attended,  the  virgin,  with  4 
meek  and  modeft,  yet  intrepid  dignity,  de- 
scends into  the  cave.    What  a  group  for 
the  pencil !  New  piftures  fucceed.— The 
doors   of  the  cave  now  clofe  upon  hen 
What  a  moment  of  univerfal  anxiety !— • 
The  pipe  begins  to  found  with  peculiar 
fweetneis — the  doors  unfold,  and  the  virgin 
afcends  to  honour  and  to  love.    What  a 
fcene  of  triumph  and  ecftacy  for  her  father 
aad  her  future  hufband ! 

In  the  fame  romance  we  have  another 
trial  of  virgin  purity,  intitled/' The  Trial  of 

the 
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the  Stygian  Fountain."  The  ceremonial  of 
it  is  thus  defcribed : — A  maiden  accufed  of 
impurity  fwears  that  the  accufation  is  falfc. 
Her  oath  is  inferibed  on  a  fmall  tablet, 
and,  with  this  fufpended  to  her  neck,  fhe 
defcends  into  the  fountain.  If  fhe  has 
fworn  falfely,  the  water  begins  to  fwell,  and 
rifes  till,  reaching  her  neck,  it  overwhelms 
the  tablet ;  but,  if  fhe  is  a  genuine  maid, 
the  placid  water  continues  below  her  knee, 
and  the  triumphant  virgin,  having  remained 
her  appointed  time  in  the  fountain,  is  led 
out  of  it  by  the  applauding  prieft  *. 

In  the  romance,  which  bears  the  name  of 
the  learned  bifhop  Euftathius,  a  fimilar 
trial  occurs.  That  amufing  author  de- 
fcribes  a  temple  of  Diana,  in  which  was  i , 
golden  ftatue  of  the  Goddefs  bending  her 
bow;  at  her  feet  flowed  a  murmuring 
fountain,  by  which  the  chafte  Divinity  ufed 
to  prove  the  innocence  of  her  votaries. 
The  fufpe&cd  virgin  was. conducted  imp 

•  Achilles  Tatius,  lib.  viii. 

this 
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this  myfterious  water  with  a  crown  of  laurel 
on  her  head.  If  fhe  was  really  pure,  the 
Goddefs  did  not  extend  her  bow,  the  water 
remained  calm,  and  the  maiden  pafled  qui- 
etly through  it,  retaining  her  laurel  crown 
on  her  head  ;  but  if  (to  copy  the  expreflion 
of  Euftathius)  the  breath  of  Venus  had  ex- 
tinguiflied  her  virgin  lamp,  Diana  dire&ed 
her  bow  againft  the  pretended  virgin,  and 
feemed  to  aim  at  her  head.  The  af- 
frighted culprit  hid  herfelf  in  the  dream  to 
avoid  the  fhaft,  and  her  laurel  wreath  was 
wafhed  off  by  the  murmuring  water  *. 

Incidents  of  this  kind  feem  to  belong  to 
romance ;  yet  the  learned  editor  of  Eufta- 
thius, in  a  note  to  this  ftory,  has  produced 
a  fimilar  anecdote  from  a  grave  hiftorian. 
He  quotes  a  paffage  from  an  unpublifhed 
Greek  chronicle  of  Conftantinople,  which 
informs  lis,  that  a  ftatue  of  Venus  in  that 
city  had  this  formidable  attribute  of  difco- 
>ering  the  foibles  of  the  fair :  it  ascertained 

*  Euftathius  de  Ifincnise  et   Ifinencs  Axnoribus, 
Jib.  viii, 

the 
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the  purity  of  married  women  and  of  virgin!, 
both  rich  and  poor ;  but  at  laft,  fays  the 
chronicle,  the  fifter  of  Jullin's  wife  de- 
ftroyed  the  ftatue  for  having  detected  her 
frailty  *. 

The  only  remains  of  thefe  fuperfb'tious 
and  fantaftic  trials  of  virginity,  that  have 
defcended  to  our  more  refined  and  enlight- 
ened a^e,  appear  in  the  common  jeft  of  try- 
ing to  rekindle  by  the  breath  an  exringuifhed 
candle.  Pafquier,  the  learned  French  an- 
tiquarian, has  written  a  chapter  on  this 
fportive  cuftom :  he  does  not,  indeed,  at- 
tempt to  dtfeover  its  origin,  but  gravely 
takes  occafion  from  the  idea  to  aflert  the 
defpicable  emptinefs  of  all  animal  pleafure, 
and  to  affirm,  on  the  authority  of  Tami- 
lian, that  the  happinefs  of  woman  couGfts 
in  her  virginity  f. 

I  lhall  clofe  this  mifcellaneous  chapter 
by  acquainting  the  chifte  fifterhood  with 
many  vain  attempts  that  I  have  made  to 

*  Euflathius  Gauhnini,  Notarnm,  p.  37. 
f  Pafquier,  Recheiches,  lib.  viii.  chip.  12. 

10  elucidate 


OLD      MAIDS.  i37 

elucidate  a  very  myfterious  proverb,  by 
which  their  whole  order  is  prepofterbufly 
condemned  to  a  very  ftrange  and  unworthy 
deftiny;  I  mean  the  proverb,  which  fays, 
that  Old  Maids  are  doomed  "  to  lead  apes 
cc  in  hell/'  After  confulting  the  pro- 
foundeft  antiquarians  of  our  own  country, 
and  fome  upon  the  continent,  I  am  (till  un- 
able to  afcertain  the  origin  of  this  remark- 
able faying.  One  of  my  ingenious  friends 
is  convinced  that  it  was  invented  by  the 
Monks,  to  allure  Opulent  females  into  the 
cloifter,  by  teaching  them,  that  if  they  did 
not  become  the  fpoufes  either  of  man  or 
God,  they  mult  expeft  to  be  united,  in  a 
future  world,  to  the  mod  impertinent  and 
difgufting  companion.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  inclined  to  rank  an  idea  fo  injurious 
to  my  fair  friends  among  the  difrnal  and 
defpicable  fuperftitions  of  <£gypt,  as  I  find 
a  paflage  in  Hermes  Trifmegiftus,  which 
fays,  that  thofe  who  die  childlefs  are,  im- 
mediately after  their  death,  tormented  by 

demons* 
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which,  to  humour  the  madnefs  of  Infor- 
tunio,  the  feveral  chara&ers  on  the  ftage 
pretend  to  be  damned.  Delia,  among  the 
reft,  declares,  that  "  fhe  was  damned  for 
cc  being  a  ftale  virgin,  and  that  her  pu- 
€€  nifhment  was  to  lead  apes  in  bell." 

A  living  poet  of  our  country  feems  to 
hawe  wifhed  to  make  the  fifterhood  amends 
for  the  infult  of  this  injurious  proverb,  by 
affigning  a  place  to  OJd  Maids  in  his  poe- 
tical elyfium.  As  the  friend  and  advocate 
of  the  chafte  community,  I  tranferibe  with 
lingular  pleafure  the  following  verfes,  in 
which  their  neglefted  merits  are  fb  libe- 
rally diftinguifhed. 

u  Turn  to  this  ehearful  band,  and  mark  in  this 
cc  Spirits  wbojuftly  claim  my  realms  of  blifs  / 
<c  Moft  lovely  tbeje  !  when  judged  by  generous 

«  truth, 
u  Tbo'  beauty  is  not  theirs,  nor  blooming 

cc  youth  i 
"  For  theje  are  they,  who,  in  life's  thorny 

"  fhade, 

*c  Repin'd  not  at  the  name  of  ancient  maid. 

«  No 
12 


j6o  ESSAY.  OH* 

«  No  proud  difdain, »  narmmtfs  of beat,    ' 
"  HeidtbmfrcmHpnen'stemptingrites  apart  i 
€€  But  fair  difcretim  lad  tbemto  withdraw 
"  From  the  priz'd honour  of bis  proffer' i  law-, 
Cf  fo  quit  the  objeS'ofno  ba/fy  choice 
t€  Li  mildjkhmiffion  to  a  parents  vtice-, 
"  ctbt  valued  lover  with  a  figb  rejig*, 
"  And  Sacrifice  delight  at  duty's  fibrins. 
"  tVitb  fmilcs  they  bore,  from  angry  film 

Cf  exempt*  # 
€C  Injurious  mockery  andcoarfe  contempt: 
cc  9<Twas  theirs  to  clafp,  eachfelfifb  care  above, 
cc  A  fiber's  orphans  with  parental  love, 
<c  And  all  her  tender  offices  fupply, 
"  Though  bound  not  by  theftrong  maternal  tie ; 
cc  'twas  theirs  to  bid  inteftine  quarrels  ceafe, 
And  form  the  cement  of  domeftic  peace : 
No  throbbing  joy  their Jpotlefs  bqfomfir'd, 
Save  what  Benevolence  berfelf  infpir  d  \ 
"  No  praife  they  fought,  except  that  praije 

«  refin'd, 
"  Which  the  heart  whijpers  to  the  worthy 

"mind*." 
*  Hayley's  Triumphs  of  Temper,  canto  r.  veri$6$. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Containing  the  Dijcuffion  of  a  very  delicate 
and  important  t^ueftion. 

AS  good  fortune  has  thrown  into  my 
hands  a  manufcript  oration  on  a 
topic  highly  intfcrefting  to  the  flfterhoodj  I 
(hall  infert  it  in  this  chapter ;  andj  to  gra^ 
tify,  to  the  tftmoft  of  my  power,  the  curio- 
fity  of  my  fair  readers,  I  fhall  introduce  it 
by  a  little  hiftory  of  the  incidents  which 
have  enabled  me  to  enrich  my  work  with  fa 
lingular  an  tmbellilhment. 

A  few  years  ago  I  had  the  happinefi  of 
ranking  among  my  friends  a  gentleman  of 
the  moft  amiable  Angularity*  He  was  a 
baronet  of  an  ancient  family,  and  very  am- 
ple poflcflions,  in  the  North  of  England. 
His  father,  who  had  all  the  convivial  fpirit 
fo  prevalent  in  that  part  of  our  ifland,  paid 
%  very  heavy  tax  for  his  bacchanalian  en- 

YofctHI.  M  joyments, 
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joyments,  in  differing  the  frequent  vifits  of 
an  excruciating  gout,  and  in  dying  at  laft  a 
martyr  of  the  botde.  My  friend  Sir  Hi- 
lary Highman  had  all  the  natural  vivacity 
of  his  father;  he  loved  pleafure  as  well,  but, 
warned  by  fo  (biking  an  example,  he  re* 
folved  to  purfue  it,  though  with  equal  ar- 
dour, yet  in  paths  of  lefe  peril. 

While  his  father  was  yet  living,  he  difco- 
vered  in  his  own  frame,  young  as  it  was, 
fome  traces  of  that  formidable  diftempcr,  to 
which  parental  intemperance  hud  given 
him  too  good  a  title.  This  tendency  he 
wifely  determined  to  counteract,  by  a  ftcady 
adherence  to  the  moft  fimple  diet.  Yet, 
as  he  was  unwilling  to  irritate  the  growing 
ill-humour  of  a  parent  whom  he  tenderly 
regarded,  he  engaged  not  in  this  degenerate 
regimen,  rill  he  had  taken  leave  of  the  jo- 
vial, tefty,  and  crippled  old  gentleman,  to 
embark  in  a  favourite  project  of  vifiting  the 
ruins  of  Greece,  An  oppofite  conduft 
might  have  endangered  his  future  fortune  i 
as  the  impetuous   9ld  toper  detefted  the 

cbtnfier 
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charadter  of  a  milkfbp,  and  would  not,  per- 
haps, have  fcrupled  to  difmherit  a  fon, 
merely  for  renouncing  that  feftive  poifbn, 
which  had  deftroyed  his  own  temper,  and 
was  rapidly  preying  on  the  dregs  of  his  ex- 
haufted  life.  My  friend,  indeed, x  when  he* 
fet  out  on  his  travels,  relying  on  the 
ftrength  of  his  father's  conftitution,  enter- 
tained a  very  lively  hope  of  amufing  the 
old  knight,  on  his  return,  with  a  hiilory 
of  his  adventures.  But  the  fates  deter- 
mined otherwife.  A  long  fcene  of  election 
feftivity  hurried  this  hearty  friend  of  Bac- 
chus to  the  grave;  and  the  temperate  Sir 
Hilary  was  recalled  from  the  ruins  of 
Athens,  to  take  polTeflion  of  an  eftate  large 
enough  to  furnifh  every  kind  of  luxury  to 
an  attic  imagination.  Abflemious  as  he 
was,  Sir  Hilary  was  a  genuine  difciple  of 
Epicurus;  he  confidered  pleafure  as  the 
univerfal  aim  of  every  fenfible  being ;  but 
thc4>leafure  he  courted  was  only  fuch  as 
arifes  from  the  indulgence  of  an  elegant 
fancy  and  a  benevolent  heart.     He  was 

M  %  particularly 


l64  ESSAY       ON 

particularly  fond  of  female  fociety;  and  his 
paffions  were  vehement,  though  tender;  a 
Grecian  lady,  of  exquifite  beauty  and  ac- 
complifhments,  inflamed  them  to  the  high- 
eft  degree,  and  he  had  been  privately  mar- 
ried to  her  many  months,  when  the  intelli- 
gence arrived  which  recalled   him  to  hit 
country.      The  delights  arifing  from  his 
new  connection,  and  the  general  ftate  ofhis 
father's  ruined  health  and  temper,  allowed 
him  not  to  feel    any   great   poignancy  or 
grief,  though  he  frequently  fpoke  of  the  de- 
parted old  gentleman  with  a,  grateful  and 
tender  regret.    Sir  Hilary  was  far  (ram 
fliewing  any  eagernefs  to  take  poffeffion  of 
the  princely  opulence  which  had  now  de- 
Tolved  to  him-    HU  affectionate  attennon 
to  his  lovely  Greek,  rendered  his  travels 
homeward  particularly  flow.  This  fair  part- 
ner of  his  fortune  was  advanced  in  preg- 
nancy.   Her  hufband  would  have  kindly 
waited  the  event  on  the  coaft  of  Afia^tl- 
nor,  of  which  (be  was  a  native ;  but  it  was 
fectl«d»  K  the  requeft  of  the  lady,  that  they 
iboutt 
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Ihould  proceed  on  their  way  to  England  as- 
far  as  Rome,  where  fhe  had  the  happinefs  of 
prefenting  to  Sir  Hilary  two  lovely  boys, 
not  inferior  to  the  twin  founders  of  the  im- 
perial city.     The  exulting  mother  foon  re- 
covered her  ftrength  with  increafing  loveli- 
nefs;  and  the  whole  party  arrived,  with 
chequered  ienfations  of  joy  and  forrow,  atf 
the  paternal  feat  of  Sir  Hilary.    The  young 
baronet  paid  all  decent  honours  to  the  me- 
mory of  his  father,  and  handfomely  provid- 
ed, for  a  few  old  domeftics,  who  had  fhared 
both  the  joviality  and  the  infirmities  of  their 
late  mafter.    He  foon  began  to  new-model 
hit  houfe,  and  to  regulate  his  eftablifhment. 
In  both  it  was  his  chief  aim  to  unite  ele- 
gance with  comfort,  and  gaiety  with  tem- 
perance.    He  built  a  very  fpacious  library, 
with  an  adjoining   faloon;  the  latter  was 
well  furnifhed  with  a  few  admirable  pic- 
tures^ and  the  former  completely  enriched 
ifrith  books,  bulls,  and  ftatues.     Sir  Hilary 
had  imbibed  very  early  an  extreme  paflion 
for  Grecian  literature,  which  the  incidents 
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vines  had  drank  fo  deeply  together  to  the 
memory  of  the  good  old  knight,  that  they 
foon  finifhed  their  laft  bumper  on  earth, 
and  flept  in  peace  with  their  patron.  Sir 
Hilary  feized,  with  great  pleafure,  this  op- 
portunity of  fetding  in  his  neighbourhood 
two  gentlemen  whofe  habits  of  life  were 
congenial  with  his  own.  He  was  happy  in 
beftowing  eafe  and  independence  on  two 
liberal  men,  with  whom  he  had  contrafted 
an  intimacy  at  college,  and  who  had  been 
the  aflfociates  of  his  early  ftudies.  They 
were  perfons  of  equal  integrity,  but  of  dif- 
ferent charafters.  Literature  was  the  pa£- 
fion  of  each ;  but  the  firft  valued  learning 
only  as  it  lead  him  to  the  ferious  praftice  of 
virtue;  the  fecond  loved  it  as  the  moft 
pleafing  exercife  of  an  aftive  and  playful 
fpirit.  Oppofite  as  they  were  in  their  dif- 
pofitions,  they  had  a  perfect  efteem  for  each 
other,  and  for  the  amiable  patron,  who  con- 
fidered  their  fociety  as  one  of  the  higheft 
gratifications  that  propitious  fortune  had 
bellowed  upon  him.     Thefe  clerical  friends 
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were  both  in  the  prime  of  life ;  and,  as  they 
were  both  unmarried,  they  were  particu- 
larly carefied  by  the  families  around  them. 
By  the  aid  of  thefe  gentlemen,  with  a  third 
clergyman,  who  refided  under  his  roof  as  a 
domeftic  chaplain,  and  his  aflUtaot  in  the 
education  of  his  children,  Sir  Hilary  com- 
menced an  inftimtion,  which  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  amufement  of  himfelfand 
his  acquaintance.  At  the  full  of  everymoon, 
it  was  his  cuftom  to  give  a  very  elegant  en- 
tertainment to  the  gentry  of  his  neighbour- 
hood. On  thefe  days,  in  die  interval  be- 
tween tea  and  fupper,  orations  were  read  or 
fpoken  in  the  fpacious  library,  on  a  fubjecr. 
propofed  at  the  preceding  aflembly.  It  was 
the  Banquet  of  Plato,  an  author  in  whom 
Sir  Hilary  delighted,  that  firft  infpired  him 
with  this  idea :  and  in  thefe  English  dia- 
logues the  moral  fpirit  of  that  fublime 
precian  was  fometimes  very  happily  co- 
pied, without  any  mixture  of  the  grofs  inde- 
cency, with  which  the  moft  engaging  of 
his  productions  is  miferably  difgraced, 
10  Sir 
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Sir  Hilary  did  not  confine  his  entertainment 
to  profaic  difcourfcs  -,  but  profefled  himfelf 
equally  obliged  to  thofe  guefts,  who  pro- 
duced either  a  proie  difiertationi  or  a  poeti- 
cal jeu  d'efprit  on  the  topic  of  the  day* 
The  verfes  were  deposited  on  a  large  li- 
brary  table,  and  ufually  read  by  Sir  Hi-* 
Ury's  fecretary,  who  adted  as  clerk  to  the 
affembly,  before  the  orations  began ;  which 
were  generally  delivered  by  their  refpe&ive 
authors,  and  fometimes  without  any  pre- 
meditation. Extempore  verfes,  compofed 
upon  the  fpot,  were  alfo  kindly  received  1 
and  if  thrown  on  the  table  while  the  aflem- 
bly  was  fitting,  they  were  read  by  the  clerk, 
when  the  orations  were  clofed,  as  a  kind  of 
rpiloguc  to  the  amufements  of  the  day. 

I  happened  to  meet  my  old  acquaintance 
Sir  Hilary  in  London,  at  a  time  when  I  was 
gready  reduced  by  a  fevere  and  lingering 
illnefs.  He  kindly  infifted  on  my  palling  a 
few  weeks  with  him  at  his  country  feat,  in 
the  friendly  hope  of  contributing  to  the  rc-i 
povery  of  my  health,  affirming,  with  hi* 

ufual 
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ufual  pleafantry,  that  one  of  his  attic  ban- 
quets would  prove  to  me  a  nervous  cordial ; 
and  conduce,  more  than  the  moft  fafliion- 
able  medicines,  to  the  revival  of  a  literary 
invalid.  My  friend's  inftitution  was  now 
indeed  in  a  very  flourishing  ftate.  Sir  Hi- 
lary had,  by  degrees,  diffufed  around  his 
neighbourhood  a  fpirit  of  amicable  and  ele- 
gant emulation.  He  had  particularly  ca- 
reffed  and  animated  the  young  people  in 
the  genteel  families  around  him,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years  he  had  formed,  in  his 
afiembly,  a  little  band  of  orators,  whom 
Athens  herfelf  might  have  liftened  to  with 
pleafure.  The  ladies,  though  they  never 
lo  far  forgot  the  delicacy  of  their  fex  as  to 
declaim  in  thefe  meetings,  yet  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  general  amufement,  by 
various  compofitions. 

As  to  myfelf,  I  wilhed  in  vain  for  powers 
to  take  an  a&ive  part  in  the  pleafing  cere- 
mony of  the  place  j  but  my  health  was  ftill 
fo  weak,  that  I  dared  not  venture  on  any 
kind  of  mental  exertion.  I  had,  however, 
2  before 
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before  this  period,  conceived  the  firft  idea  of 
my  prefent  work,  and,  wilhing  to  derive  all 
the  advantages  I  could  from  this  accom- 
plifhed  fociety,  I  requefted  my  friend  Sir 
Hilary  to  propofe  the  following  queftion  as 
a  fubjedt  of  debate  in  one  of  his  aflemblies : 
Which  is  the  more  eligible  for  a  wife, 
a  Widow,  or  an  Old  Maid  i" — My  lively 
friend  very  chearfully  acquiefced  in  my  pit>- 
pofal;  and  the  topic  gave  birth  to  much 
innocent  pleafantry,  and  to  fome  ferious  ar- 
gument. I  heartily  wifh  it  were  in  my 
power  to  enrich  thefe  volumes  with  many 
of  the  pieces,  both  in  profe  and  rhyme,  that 
were  produced 'on  this  occafion;  but  all  that 
I  was  allowed  to  treafure  up,  amounts  only 
to  three  epigrams,  and  a  fingle  oration.  It 
is,  however,  the  very  oration  that  I  was  molt 
folicitous  to  obtain ;  for,  alas !  with  grief  I 
confefs,  that  although  feven  orators  ha- 
rangued upon  the  queftion,  one  alone  had 
generofity  enough  to  argue  on  the  fide  of 
the  negle&ed  fifterhood  *  with  what  powers 
of  rhetoric>  my  reader  will  very  foon  have 

the 
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the  opportunity  of  judging,  1  0iall  fiift 
produce  die  poetical  jeux  d'efprtt.  The 
firft  of  the  three  following  epigrams  was 
found,  with  other  pieces  of  poetry,  on  the 
library  table,  and  were  recited,  according  to 
(lie  ceremonial  I  have  mentioned,  before  the 
orations  began;  the  others  were  literally 
produced  extempore,  and  of  courfe  were 
not  read  till  the  fpeeches  were  doled  ;  but 
as  they  arofe  from  the  preceding  epigram, 
I  fhall  here  infert  them  united. 

EPIGRAM 

On  this  Queftion, 

•*  Which  is  the  more  eligible  for  a  Wife, 

"  a  Widow,  or  an  Old  Maid  ?" 

Te,  who  to  wed  tbefweeteft  wife  would  try, 
Qbferve  bow  men  afweet  Cremona  buy  ! 
ffew  violins  theyfeek  not  from  the  trade, 
But  one,  on  which  fame  good  mufician  flay' J : 
Strings  never  try'dfome  harjbnefs will produce ; 
The  Jiddle's  harmony  improves  by  ufe.  ' 

IMPROMPTU 
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IMPROMPTU    ' 

On  the  preceding  Epigram. 

One  rule  will  Wives  and  Fiddles  fit. 
Is  fal/ely  faid>  I  fear,  by  wit, 

To  fad  experience  blind: 
For  Woman's  an  ALolian  harp, 
Whofe  every  note*  or  flai  orjbarp, 

Depends  upon  the  wind. 

A    REPLY 
To  the  two  Epigrammatifts* 

Fiddles  and  Harps  nd  more  compare 
( Improper  fymbols  !)  to  the  Fair, 

However  they  at  trait! 

Ye  wits  !  for  Woman  let  mefee* 

IfMufic  will  not  yield  to  me, 

Jujfly  to  grace 

The  female  race, 

An  image  more  exaSt  I 

Womans  Ifay>  or  dame  or  lafs, 
Is  an  Harmonica  of  glaHs* 
Cdefiial  and  complete  z 
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IffitW)  or  iy/ome  trials  known, 
It  matters  not  % 

djfogkjoti 

When  rightly  touch9 d>  its  every  tone 
Is  ravijbingly Jweet. 

There  were  other  verfes  recited,  of  i 
more  ferious  caft.  Some  juvenile  buds 
wandered  a  little  from  the  fubjeft*  todi 
young  Oxonian  forgot  die  refjted  doe  to 
both  parties  concerned  in  the  queftkm; 
for,  inftead  of  deciding  the  point  in  debate, 
he  fatirized  both  the  Widow  and  the  Old 
Maid  with  much  farcaftic  wit,  and  con- 
cluded with  a  moft  animated  panegyric  on 
a  blooming  girl  of  eighteen. 

More  than  one  poet,  however,  pleaded 
the  caufe  of  the  Widow  with  energy  and  pa- 
thos; but  the  frail  nymphs  of  Parnaffus 
were  fo  unfriendly  to  the  claims  of  the  el- 
derly virgin  fifterhood,  that  no  bard  ap- 
peared to  fing  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
poor  Old  Maid :  nor  will  this  circum- 
ftance  be  thought  furprifing,  when  we  re- 
colled, 
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colleft,  that  among  the  orators  (a  more  rea- 
fonable  fet  of  men  than  the  fportive  fons  of 
Apollo)  the  Old  Maiden  found  only  a  (ingle 
advocate.  Of  the  fix  fpeakers  who  argued 
with  vehemence  for  the  Widow,  the  moft 
amufing  was  a  lively  and  honeft  fox-hunter, 
not  remarkable  for  erudition,  but  poflefled 
of  ftrong  mental  powers  in  a  robuft  confti- 
tution,  aitd  happy  in  a  rich  vein  of  original 
humour.  This  gentleman  was  actually  in 
chace  of  a  young,  opulent,  and  lovely  Wi- 
dow. He  gloried  in  this  purfuit,  and, 
being  animfted  with  the  faireft  profpeft  of 
(iiccefs,  he  fpoke  with  peculiar  force  and 
felicity  on  the  topic  of  the  day.  I  muft 
confefs,  that  he  fometimes  threw  the  au- 
dience into  a  kind  of  panic,  by  appearing 
to  gallop  very  faft  towards  the  precipice  of 
indecency;  but  whenever  he  found  him- 
felf  on  the  brink  of  it,  he  rapidly  made  lb 
delicate  and  dexterous  a  turn,  that  he  con- 
verted  the  terrors  of  the  company  into 
cafe,  admiration,  and  good-humour. 

The  debate  on  this  fide  of  the  queftion 

was 
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was  clofed  by  a  fpeaker  of  an  oppofitt  eta- 
rafter.  He  was  a  gentkman  of  extenfirt 
learning  and  a  grave -deportment,  yet  cilj 
in  his  addreft  and  forcible  in  his  elocution* 
He  gave  us  a  ferious  yet  entertaining  hit 
tory  of  widowhood,  and  enumerated  the 
happy  events,  and  the  illuftrious  characters, 
to  which  the  fecond  marriage  of  fome  eon* 
ncnt  Widows  had  given  birth*  ^Then  his 
peroration  was  ended,  which,  being  tender 
and  pathetic,  formed  a  pleafing  contrail  to 
the  humorous  arguments  of  his  prede- 
ceffor,  a  gentleman  arofe,  who  poffeffed, 
with  a  very  graceful  perfon,  an  uncommon 
archnefs  of  countenance ;  and  in  a  voice  pe- 
culiarly melodious,  he  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing oration : 

cc  Mr.  Prefident, 

"  Though  I  was  aware  that  a  very  for- 
"  midable  majority  of  fpeakers  would  ap- 
"  pear  againft  me,  it  is  yet  with  confidence 
<c  that  I  engage  on  the  unpopular  fide  of 
"  die  prefent  queftion  j  a  queftion  upon 

"  which 
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"  which  the  prejudices,  the  paflions,  and 
rc  the  practice  6f  mankind,  are  in  direft 
cc  opposition  to  the  cleared  dictates  of  rea- 
cc  fon  and  of  juftice  !  Yes!  Sir,  I  will  be 
cc  fo  bold  as  to  affirm,  that  if  the  conduit 
alid  the  opinions  of  men  were  under  the 
fteady  guidance  of  equity,  this  queftion 
could  not  remain  doubtful,  for  a  fingle 
cc  minuife,  in  the  mind  of  any  man ;  it  muflt 
w  be  decided,  without  a  moment's  hefita- 
tiori,  in  favour  of  that  injured,  that  de- 
rided1 being,  the  involuntary  Old  Maid, 
whofe  advocate  t  profefs  myfelf :  nor 
would  fuch  a  d^cifion  depend  on  any 
«*  prior  fentiments,  which  the  arbiter  might 
"  form  to  the  difcredit,  or  to  the  glory,  c£ 
cc  wedlock ;  for,  whether  we  confider  mar- 
a  riage  as  a  burthen  or  as  an  enjoyment,  it 
cc  is  equally  unjuft  that  any  female  fhould 
€€  twice  fuffer  that  burthen,  or  be  twice 
<c  indulged  in  that  enjoyment,  while  an- 
cc  other,  at  the  fame  period  of  life,  is  kept 
€€  an  utter  ftranger  to  the  cares  or  to*  the 
"  delights  of  an  important  office,  which 
Vol.  III.  N  «  fhe 
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"  {he  is  equally  ready  to  afiume,  and 
c<  equally  able  to  fupport.  This  poGtion 
cc  is,  I  truft,  fo  evident,  that,  if  I  could 
<c  convert  this  aflembly  into  the  fupreme 
fc  court  of  judicature,  and  bring  to  its  bar 
<c  both  the  Widow  and  the  Old  Maid,  as 
rival  claimants  of  the  nuptial  coronet,  on 
the  mere  principles  of  right,  I  am  pcr- 
cc  fuaded  the  integrity  of  this  audience 
cc  would  foon  terminate  the  conteft,  and 
cc  ratify  the  tide  of  my  client  by  an  unani- 
cc  mous  decree.  But,  alas  !  in  this  point 
cc  there  is  no  tribunal  on  earth,  to  which 
<c  the  difconfolate  Old  Maiden  can  fuccels- 
"  fully  apply  for  fubftantial  juftice.  The 
<c  clamour  of  prejudice  is  againft  her,  and 
her  pretenfions  are  derided  -9  while  cuftom 
and  commodity; 

"  €  Tbatfmootb-fac  fd  gentleman,  tickling  com- 
<c  modify9 

"  are  fuch  aftive  and  profperous  agents 
<c  for  her  antagonift,  the  Widow,  that  (he, 
cc  this  infidious  antagonift  !  is   admitted, 

ct  perhaps 
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cc  perhaps,  three,  four,  or  even  fivfc  times 
cc  to  the  recent  altar  of  Hymen,  while  my 
<c  unfortunate  client,  the  negledted  Old 
Maid,  however  wifhfully  flie  may  look 
towards  the  portal,  is  not  allowed  to  find 
even  a  temporary  fhelter  within  a  por- 
tico of  the  temple.— Can  this,  Sir,  be 
called  equity  ?  Is  it  not  injuftice  ?  Is  it 
not  barbarity  ? — But  I  may  be  told,  that  in 
"  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  in  a  tranf- 
"  aftion  fuch  as  marriage, peculiarly  fubjeft 
u  to  fancy  and  caprice,  we  muft  not  expeft, 
fC  we  muft  not  require  men  to  obferve  the 
fc  nicer  diftates  of 'ftrift  equity,  and  a  fpe- 
"  culative  rule  of  right. — Be  it  fo ! — I  will 
:€  not,  therefore,  on  this  important  queftion, 
:t  appeal  iblely  to  the  confeiences  of  men  * 
:c  I  will  appeal  to  their  interefts.  I  will 
l€  prove  to  them,  that  he  who  marries  an 
rc  Old  Maid,  has  a  much  greater  chance  of 
rc  being  invariably  beloved  by  his  wife,  or, 
:c  in  other  words,  of  being  happy  in  wed- 
*  lock,  than  he  has,  who  rafhly  throws 
c  himfeif  into  the  open  arms  of  a  Widow. 

N  2  "  —Sir, 
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**  — Sir,  1  flatter  myfelf,  it  will  require  no 
u  long  chain  of  arguments  to  cftablifh  and 
"  fortify,  on  the  rnoft  folid  ground)  this 
<  momentous  pofnion.  I  trufl  that  I  (hall 
V  be  able  to  accompli/h  it,  merely  by  re- 
"  minding  this  audience  of  a  propenfity  in 
"  the  human  mind,  which  cannot  be  called 
"  in  queftion ;  I  mean  the  propenfity  to 
**  exalt  in  our  eftimation  thofe  poffeflions 
"  of  which  we  are  deprived,  and  to  fink 
*.'  the  value  of  what  is  actually  in  our 
"  hands. — Sir,  the  firft  part  of  this  pro- 
"  penfity  U  fo  general,  and  it  operates  with 
"  fuch  amazing  force  on  the  character  to 
w  whom  I  wiih  to  apply  it,  that  I  remem- 
"  ber  the  admirable  Fielding,  with  a  moft 
**  happy  coincidence  of  humour  and  of 
"  truth,  calls  the  death  of  an  hufband  *  an 
"  infallible  recipe  to  recover  the  loft  af- 
"  factions  of  a  wife.' 

"  Let  me,  Sir,  entreat  this  affembly  to 

"  retain  in  their  thoughts  the  propenfity  I 

"  have  mentioned,  and  then  to  contemplate 

"  with  me  the  feelings  of  the  late  Widow 

2  «  towards 
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tt  towards  her  fecond  or  third  hufband,  and 
*  the  feelings  of  the  quondam  Old  Maidr 
<c  now  joyfully  united  to  her  firft  and  only 
€€  love. — Sir,  the  affe&ion  of  the  re-married 
€€  Widow  is  a  pocket  telefcope  *  fhe  direfts 
cc  the  magnifying  end  of  it  towards  her 
€t  good  man  in  the  grave,  and  it  enlarges 
"  to  a  marvellous  degree  all  the  mental 
cc  and  all  the  perfonal  endowments  of  the 
€€  dear  departed.     She  then  turns  the  in- 
cc  verted  glafe  to  his  diminifhing  fucceflbrf 
€€  and,  whatever  his  proportion  of  excel- 
lence may  be,  the  poor  lucklefs  living 
mortal  foon  dwindles  in  her  fight  to  a 
cc  comparative  pigmy.     But,  Sir,  this  is 
cc  not  the  cafe  with  our  quondam  Old 
t€  Maid.  No!  Sir — her  affe&ion is  a porta- 
cc  ble  microfcope,  which  magnifies  in  a  ftu- 
cc  pendous  manner  all  the  attraftive  merits 
cc  and  powers  of  pleafing,  however  incon- 
<c  fiderable  they  may  be,  in  the  favourite 
<c  creature  upon  whom  Ihe  gazes.    Like 
cc  an  inexperienced  but  a  paffionate  natura- 
"  Uft,  (be  continues  to  furvey  the  new  and 

N  3  "  feic 
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"  fole  obje£t  of  her  contemplation,  not 

*  only  with  unremitted  afliduity,  but  with 
€€  increafing  amazement  and  delight.  He 
cc  fills  her  eye ;  he  occupies  her  mind;  he 

*  eiigroffes  her  heart. 

a  But  it  may  be  faid  in  reply,  If  the 
"  man  who  marries  an  Old  Maid  has  this 

*  fuperior  chance  of  being  uniformly  be- 
cc  Joved  by  his  wife,  fince  it  is  certainly  the 
u  wifh  of  every  man  who  marries  to  be  fo, 
€€  how  happens  it  that  men  decide  fo  prt- 
<c  pofteroufly  againft  themfclves,  and  per- 
€t  petually  prefer  the  Widow  to  the  Old 
"  Maid  ?  Is  not  th|s  conftant  preference  a 
€c  very  ftrong  argument  in  favour  of  the 
■•*  chara&er   fo    preferred  ?    Does  it  not 

prove,  that  the  Widow  has  acquired  the 
art,  or  the  power,  of  conferring  more 
u  happinefs  on  her  fecond  hufband  than 
cc  the  Old  Maid  is  able  to  beftow  upon  her 
cc  firft  ?  for  can  we  ibppofe  that  men,  in- 
m  ftruded  by  the  experience  of  ages,  would 
%%  continueto  aft  in  conftant  oppofition  to 

«  thdr 
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cc  their  own   domeftic   happinefs,   in   the 
€€  moft  important  article  of  human  life  ? 

"  Alas  !  Sir,  I  fear  there  are  more  arti- 
cc  cles  than  one,  in  which  we  inconfiderate 
mortals  may  be  frequently  obferved  to 
aft  againft  experience,  againft  our  rea- 
fon,  and  againft  our  felicity.  That  the 
Widow  is  conftantly  preferred  to  the  Old 
Maid,  I  moft  readily  admit;  nay,  I 
complain  of  it  as  an  inveterate  grievance; 
cc  but  I  truft,  Sir,  that  I  can  account  for 
this  unreafonable  preference^  without 
adding  a  fingle  grain  to  the  weight,  or 
rather  to  the  empty  fcale,  of  the  Widow. 
I  believe,  Sir,  a  very  fimple  meta- 
phor will  illuftrate  the  whole  affair  on 
"  both  fides, 

"  The  Widow  is  an  experienced  and  a 
flcilful  angler,  who  has  acquired  patience 
to  wait  for  the  favourable  minute,  and 
rapidity  to  ftrike  in  the  very  inftanc 
when  the  fifh  has  fairly  rifen  to  the  hook. 
By  this  double  excellence  her  fuccefc  is 
u  enfured.    But  alas !  Sir,  the  Old  Maid 
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"  is  in  angler,  whom  fruItleS  nqufiarioi 
"  has  rendered  both  impadent  and  unflcl- 
««  fill;  (he  is  thrown  into  trepidation  by 
"  the  firft  appearance  of  a  nibble,  and  by 
"  making  a  too  bafty  movement  at  thai 
"  critical  juncture,  fhe  too  often  renders 
"  her  bait,  however  fweet  it  may  be,  in 
"  object  of  tenor,  inftcad  of  allurcmrat, 
"  to  what  (he  wiihes  to  catch.  Though 
**  my  allufion  may  found  a  little  coirfclv, 
w  let  me  entreat  you,  Sir,  not  to  imagine 
"  that  I  mean  to  cxprefs  any  degree  of  dif- ' 
w  refpecr.  to  my  honeft  and  worthy  client, 
"  the  unprofperous  Old  Maid.  Allow  me, 
**  Sir,  to  remind  you,  that  ingenuous  and 
**  unhackneyed  fpirits,  though  actively  in- 
"  dined,  are  often  reduced  to  do  nothing, 
"  by  their  too  eager  defire  to  do  well; 
"  and  this  is  frequently  the  cafe  of  the 
"  good  and  delicate  Old  Maid,  in  her 
"  laudable  project  of  fecuring  a  hufband: 
"  fo  that  even  when  fhe  is  hcrfelf  the  caufc 
"  of  her  own  failure  in  this  worthy  puipofe, 
"  flie  deierves  not  our  cepfure  but  out 
"  compajfiqq. 
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€€  compallion.  Yes !  Sir,  the  partizans  of 
cc  the  Widow  may  fmile,  if  they  pleafe,  at 
cc  my  affertion  -9  but  I  fcruple  not  to  af- 
fC  firm,  that  the  folitary,  negle&ed  Old 
cc  Maid  is  more  truly  entitled  to  pity,  that 
cc  foft  harbinger  of  love,  than  the  weeping 
cc  Widow  herfelf.  Much  has  been  faid, 
cc  and,  I  confefs,  with  great  eloquence,  on 
€€  the  Widow's  attraftiveforrow.  It  is,  in- 
«  deed,  attractive ;  and  fo  attractive,  that 
cc  it  jias  frequently  recalled  tQ  ,my  imagi- 
F  nation  the  moan  of  the  hyaena,  that  art- 
cc  ful,  deftru&ive,  and  infatiable  creature, 
who  is  faid  by  the  ancient  naturalifts  to 
lure  into  her  den,  by  a  treacherous  cry 
cc  of  diftrefs,  the  unwary  traveller  whom 
"  (he  intends  to  devour.  This  infidious 
u  behaviour  of  the  hyaena  is  a  queftionable 
"  faft,  that  no  one,  perhaps,  can  fully 
cc  prove  or  refute  -,  but  all  perfons  of  any 
cc  experience  in  the  world ,  have  feen  in- 
"  fiances  of  men,  who  have  been  allured 
€t  into  the  fnare  of  the  Widow,  and  have 
*(  lamented,  when  it  was  too  late  to  rew 

€€  treat, 


cc 


,86  ESSAY        ON 

"  treat,  that  they  fell  the  victims  of  their 
*'  own  generous,  but  mifplaced  compafiion. 
"  The  habit  of  changing  is  very  apt  to 
"  produce  a  paflion  for  novelty ;  and  the 
"  wife,  who  has  buried  one  or  two  huf- 
"  bands,  on  a  flight  difagreement  with  her 
"  fecond  or  third,  will  foon  with  him  to 
"  lleep  in  peace  with  his  departed  prede- 
"  ceflbr,  from  her  hope  of  being  more 
"  lucky  in  her  next  adventure.  You  may 
"  remember,  Sir,  that  ourold  poet  Chau- 
"  cer,  that  admirable  and  exa£t  painter  of 
"  life  and  manners !  has  very  happily 
"  marked  this  prevalent  difpofition  of  the 
"  re-married  Widow,  in  the  long  prologue 
"  which  he  afiigns  to  his  Wife  of  Bath. 
'*  That  good  lady  glories  in  having  al- 
"  ready  buried  four  hufbands,  and  exprefles 
"  s  perfect  readinefs,  whenever  Heaven 
"  may  give  her  the  opportunity,  to  engage 
"  with  a  fixth.  Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  this 
"  character  is  a  mere  phantom,  created  by 
*'  the  lively  imagination  of  a  fatirical  and 
"  facetious  poet!  No!  Sir,  this  venerable, 
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though  fportive  old  bard,  copied  na- 
€t  ture  moft  faithfully :  and,  as  a  proof 
that  he  did  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  will 
mention  a  more  marvellous  example  of 
this  paflion  in  the  re-marrying  Widow 
u  for  an  unlimited  fucceffion  of  novelties. 
u  Sir,  the  example  I  mean,  is  recorded  in 
€€  an  'ecclefiaftical  writer  of  great  authority, 
u  whofe  name  I  cannot  in  this  moment  re- 
Cf  colleft ;  but  I  remember  he  mentions  it 
«  as  a  fadt,  which  happened  at  Rome,  and 
**  to  which  he  was  himfelf  an  eye-witneft. 
t€  This  faft,  Sir,  was  the  marriage  of  a 
€€  widow  to  her  twenty-fecond  hujband.  The 
cc  man  alfo  had  buried  twenty  wives  \  and 
€€  all  the  eyes  of  Rome  were  fixed  on  this 
€€  lingular  pair,  as  on  a  couple  of  gladiators, 
€€  anxious  to  fee  which  would  conduft  the 
cc  other  to  the  grave.  '  If  I  remember 
€€  right,  the  woman,  after  all  her  funeral 
€€  triumphs,  was  the  viftim  in  this  wonder- 
<c  ful  conflict :  but  the  ftory,  however  it 
fc  might  terminate,  fufficiently  proves  the 
* €  paflion  for  novelty,  which  I  have  afcribed 

8  "  to 
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€€  to  the  Widow.  Now,  Sir,  if  the  fecond 
"  or  third  huiband  of  a  Widow  may  hav< 
c(  frequent  caufc  to  imagine,  that  his  lady1 
*€  transferrable  affe&ions  are  veering  to 
ward  his  probable  fucceflbr,  he  canno 
furely  be  fo  happy,  or  iecure,  as  the  ma 
<c  who  has  more  wifely  United  himfclf  to 
c€  worthy  Old  Maid.  She,  good  foul !  re 
"  membering  how  long  (he  waited  for  he 
"  firft  huiband,  inftead  of  haftily  lookin] 
cc  forward  to  a  fecond,  will  direft  all  her  at 
<c  tention  to  cherifh  and  preferve  the  dea 
u  creature,  whom  (he  at  laft  acquired  aftc 
"  tedious  expectation.  Her  good  man  ha 
*  no  rival  to  fear,  either  among  the  livinj 
<c  or  the  dead ;  and  may  fecurely  enjoy  th 
u  delightful  prerogative  of  believing  him 
"  felf  the  abfolute  mafter  of  his  wife's  af 
€t  fe&ions.  I  entreat  you,  Sir,  to  obfervi 
cc  how  very  different  the  cafe  k  with  the  in 
cc  confiderate  man,  who  rafhly  married  \ 
<c  Widow !  He  has  not  only  to  apprehenc 
that  the  changeable  tehdernefs  of  hi 
lady  may  take  a  Hidden  turn  towards  hi 
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«*  probable  fucceffor,  but,  if  her  thoughts 
'*  are  too  faithful,  and  too  virtuous,  to  wan- 
"  der  towards  the  living,  even  then,  Sir, 
<c  after  all  his  endeavours  to  take  full  pof- 
u  feflion  of  her  heart,  though  he  may  de- 
u  lude  himfelf  with  the  vain  idea  of  being 
cc  its  folc  proprietor,  he  will  frequently  find, 
€€  that  he  has  only  entered  into  partnerfhip 
cc  with  a  ghoft.  Yes !  Sir,  though  my  op- 
cc  ponents  may  treat  the  expreflion  a$  ludi- 
cc  crous,  I  will  maintain  that  it  is  literally 
juft.  I  repeat,  he  has  entered  into  part- 
nerfhip with  a  ghoft  1  and  I  will  add,  Sir, 
the  very  probable  confequence  of  fuch  a 
partnerfhip :  he  will  foon  find,  that,  by 
"  the  fubtle  illufions  of  his  invifible  partner, 
"  he  has  loft  even  his  poor  moiety  in  that 
cc  precarious  pofTeffion,  the  heart  of  a  re- 
cc  married  Widow !  and  will  find  himfelf,  at 
cc  the  fame  time,  a  real  bankrupt  in  happ:- 
nefs.  Since  my  antagonifts  have  been 
pleafed  to  fmile  at  my  expreflion,  as  the 
language  rather  of  fancy  than  of  truth, 
cf  fuffcr  me,  Mr,  Prefident,  to  quote  a  cafe, 
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™  in  which  this  dead,  this  «VrfrM  paroer 

"*  -made  his  actual  appearance,  and  was  ix» 

*  "Tr*  *"  T  a"  *  ^rT*H?*il  ffainn     Si* 

**  I  truft  the  cafe  I  allude  to  kacafe&- 

*  reedy  in  point;  it  is  quoted,  indeed,  oe 

a  uiscrenr  occanon*  by  riy  afksnab 

•*  Addtfcn,  fivn  die  ScrcaBctmh  booki 

«  the  J  ewiih  luflwlao,  Jofcphtzv.     I  men 

-  the  cafe  of  the  Widow  Glaporra,  wis, 

*  having  been  twice  a  Widow,  took  fir 

.      ■..-..':...-  A.-;'   .. .  V.  . 

*  •remember.  Sir,  that  the  thoughts  of  das 
"  lady,  alter  her  third  atfvenrurr,  ran  b 
"  much  on  ber  firft  lord,  that  (be  for  tie 
■  good  trnaa  in  a  riSba — '  Glaphna,'  foi 
**  the  phaamm,  *  thou  haft  made  oood  ix 
"  cLi  Living,  that  women  are  not  to  be 
"  trusted.      Was  not  I  the  huiband  of  drr 

*  rtrgiaiir?  Hare  I  not  children  by  thee? 
~  How  touldft  thou  forget  our  low  »  £ir 
m  as  to  enter  into  a  fecood  rnarrage,  and 
"  after  daz  toco  a  third  ?  —  Bat  for  oar 
"  paced  lares  I  wul  fere  thee  from  thy  prc- 
"  fcac  rrpcoach,  aod  make  r?-^  mine  for 
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cc  ever/ — Glaphyra  related  her  dream,  and 
€€  died  foon  after.     This,  Sir,  is  a  ferious 
€€  and  tragical  proof,  how  dangerous  it  is  to 
cc  marry  a  Widow.     Surely  no  confiderate 
cc  man  would  chufc  to  incur  the  hazard  of 
cc  having  his  bride  thus  torn  from  his  em- 
cc  braces  by  fo  arrogant  a  phantom. — Al- 
c<  low  me,  Sir,  to  relate  a  ftory  of  a  comic 
cc  caft,  which  will  equally  prove  the  fecret  . 
<c  perils  of  fuch  a  marriage.     I  received  it 
#c  from  a  very  worthy  old  gentleman,  not 
cc  unknown  to  this  aflembly.     He  was  ac- 
cc  quainted,  in  his  youth,  with  a  famous 
**  mimic  of  the  laft  century,  who  was  the 
cc  principal  aftor  in  tHfs  comic  or  rather 
"  farcical  fcene,  and  related  it  circumftan- 
€€  tially  to  my  friend.     This  mimic,  Sir,  a 
cc  man  of  pleafantry  and  adventure,  court- 
cc  ed,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  a  very 
«*  handfome  and  opulent  Widow  -,  Ihe  gave 
cc  him  the  higheft  encouragement;  but, as 
"  avarice  was  her  foible,  lhe  at  laft  jilted 
cc  him  for  a  wealthy  fuitor,  who,  though 
"  of  a  very  timid  conftitution,  was  rafh 


"  enough 
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tt  enough  to  marry  this  very  tempting  VTv 
«  dow.  The  difcarded  mimic  was  inflama 
w  with  a  variety  of  paffions,  and  determine 
<f  to  take  fome  very  fignal  revenge.  A 
n  opportunity  of  vengeance  occurred  t 
€C  him,  which,  as  he  knew  the  extreme  d 
w  midity  of  his  fortunate  rival,  he  feizc 
a  without  the  paufe  of  apprehenfion.  Hi 
'u  valet  had  intrigued  with  the  favourit 
:cr  abigail  of  the  Widow,  and  by  her  affift 
€€  ance  the  mimic  commanded  the  nuptia 
cc  chamber  of  the  bride.  He  had  know; 
€€  the  perfon  of  her  firft  hufband,  and,  hav 
u  ins  concealed  himfelf  under  a  toilet  til 
cc  the  hour  of  confummation,  he  then  madi 
c<  his  appearance,  affuming  the  mod  cxa£ 
c<  fimilitude,  both  in  figure  and  voice,  o 
t€  the  dear  departed.  He  had  hardly  un 
cf  drawn  the  curtain,  when  the  affrightet 
<c  bride  fell  into  a  fit.  The  bridegroom 
cc  who  had  alfo  known  his  deceafed  prede- 
cc  cefibr,  was  feized  with  a  panic  ftill  worfe, 
cc  and  his  trembling  body  foon  diffufed  fc 
cc  powerful  an  effluvia,  that   although  it 

"  contributed 
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u  contributed  nothing  to  his  own  relief, 
"  it  recovered  the  lady  from  her  fwoon. 
cc  She  revived  in  perfe&  pdfief&oil  of  he* 
"  fenfes,  and,  finding  the  dead  hufband 
"  vanifhed*  and  the  living  one  unfit  for  a 
"  companion,  flic  haftily  arofe.  As  fhe 
cc  loved  money,  flip  had  taken  the  prudent 
c<  precaution  of  fectiring  to  herfelf  the  en- 
€i  joyment  of  her  own  fortune,  and,  having 
ct  fome  fufpicion  of  the  trick  which  had 
cc  been  played  againft  her,  fhe  refolved  to 
"  make  a  wife  ufe  of  it,  and  declared, 
€€  that  fhe  would  ftever  proceed  to  confum- 
u  mate  her  marriage  with  a  man,  who  had 
«c  not  refolution  enough  to  protect  her 
<c  from  a  ghoft.  She  perfifted  in  this,  con- 
€i  duft,  and  the  lucklefs  derided  bride- 
groom remained,  through  life,  a  melan- 
choly example  to  confirm  the  wifdom  of 
that  adage,  which  fays,  that  he  fhould, 
€i  indeed,  be  a  bold  man,  who  enters  into 
f  c  the  fervice  of  a  Widow. 

"  Sir,  I  fhould  entreat  your  pardon  for 
Vol..  III.  O  «c  having 
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which  I  have  not  hither 
:  in  favour  of  my  client 
.  of  what  infinite  import 
.  trimonial  felicity,  * 
.  fhould  receive  into  h 
.  for  life,  whofe  difpofitl 
»  Head  of  being  fixed  a 
'.<  lord,  arc  y«  to  be  t 
«  to  die  will  and  abilm 
..  only  director.  Sir, 
ic  Widow  is  a  piece  of ' 
>•  the  moft  fkilful  work 
<•  felf  unable  to  lhapt 
«  the  Old  Maid,  Sir, 
«  wax,  which  follows, 
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u  du&ility,  every  ferious  defign,  every  in- 
cc  genious  device,  every  lportive  whim,  of 
€€  the  modeller. 

But  I  will  relinquifh  the  innumerable 
arguments  that  I  might  yet  adduce  in 
fupport  of  the  Old  Maid ;  I  will  reft  her 
€€  caufe  on  that  folid  rock,  which  I  have 
endeavoured,  Sir,  to  exhibit  in  different 
points  of  view,  I  mean  the  fuperior  fc- 
curity  with  which  her  hufband  may  der 
pend  on  the  ftability  of  her  affedion.  I 
will  conclude  by  conjuring  every  gentle- 
man,  who  may  happen  to  hefitate  be* 
"  tween  a  Widow  and  an  Old  Maid,  to 
cc  remember,  that  reafon  and  experience^ 
that  equity  and  the  general  intereft  of 
mankind,  all  loudly  plead  for  his  pre- 
ferring the  latter :  I  will  conjure  him  to 
*f  recoiled,  that  the  man  who  marries  3 
cc  Widow  has  great  caufe  to  apprehend  un- 
reafonable  expectations,  unpleafant  com- 
parifons,  and  variable  affe&ion*  while 
cc  he,  who  marries  an  Old  Maid,  may  with 
"  confidence  prepare  to  meet  uriexadting 

O  2  4<  tendcrnef?, 
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*  tendernels,  increafing  gratitude,  and  pcr- 
w  pctual  endearments." 


1  will  not  prefume  to  comment  on  die 
preceding  oration ;  but  merely  add,  that  the 
ecclefiaftical  author,  from  whom  the  inge- 
nious fpeaker  has  cited  a  moft  remarkable 
anecdote,  is  St.  Jerom.  It  is  contained  in 
one  of  his  epiftles  addrefled  to  a  Wider, 
whofe  name  was  Ageruchia.  I  fliall  tran- 
fcribe  the  words  of  the  faint  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page  *,  and  clofe  this  chapter  by  re- 
turning thanks  to  my  eloquent  friend,  for 
the  pcrmiflion  to  print  his  fpeech,  and  by 
expreffing  a  cordial  wifli,  that  my  readers 
may 

•  Ren  ditturus  fum  incredibilem,  fed  mnkoron 
tefiimoniis  approbatam.  Ante  aanos  plurimot, 
quuin  in  chartis  ecdefiaAicu  javarero  Damaium,  Ro- 
maiue  urbis  epifcopum,  et  Orienlii  atque  Occidcnlii 
fynodich  ccraiii  1  ration  ibu»  reJponderem.  vidi  duo  in- 
ter fe  paria,  viliffimorum  e  plebe  hominum  compa- 
rata,  unum  qui  viginti  fepeliflet  uxotes,  alteram  qax 
v'uf&nusa    Iccundnm,    Jiabuiffet    maritmn.    extirno 

f  -Shi. 
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may  beftow  on  it  as  much  favour  and  ap- 
plaufc,  as  it  received  from  the  amicable  and 
polite  aflembly  in  which  it  was  delivered. 

fibi,  ut  ipfi  putabant,  matrimonio  copulatos.  Samma 
omnium  expedatio,  vironim  pariter  ac  feminaram, 
poll  tantas  rudes,  quis  quern  prius  effcrret :  vicit  ma- 
ritus,  et  totio*  urbis  populo  confluente,  coronatus, 
et  palmam  tenens,  adoreamque  per  fingulos  fibi  accla* 
mantes*  uxoris  multinubae  faretrum  praecedebat*. 

Epift*  Sandli  Hieron.  ad  Agerochiam* 
de  Motraamia. 
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day,  a  little  too  foon  after  dinner,  one  of  the 
Greek  homilies  on  virginity ;  when  my  at- 
tention gradually  diminifhed,  and  fleep  im- 
perceptibly ftole  upon  me.  I  found  my- 
felf  tranfported  on  a  fudden  from  my  own 
narrow  ftudy,  and  a  little  circle  of  dingy, 
folios,  to  the  middle  of  a  large  and  magni- 
ficent apartment.  It  appeared  to  be  the 
refe&ory  of  a  very  populous  convent :  at 
the  upper  end  of  it  were  two  doors;  the 
one,  which  ftood  open,  difcovered  to  me  a 
very  elegant  and  extenfive  chapel;  the 
other,  as  I  found  in  the  fequel,  led  into  a 
fet  of  apartments  appropriated  to*  the  lady 
abbefs  of  this  chafte  but  unfettered  focicty. 
I  was  foon  informed,  by  a  group  of  cour- 
teous females,  who  were  walking  for  the 
purpofes  of  exercife  and  conversation  in 
this  fpacious  hall,  that  the  ample  and  fuhlp- 
tuous  fabric  had  been  raifed  by  the  coniri- 
<bution  of  many  elderly  virgins,  all  of  Jibe-* 
ral  birth  and  education,  though  \jni&}ual|  in 
their  fortunes,  who,  forming  themfelves 
into  a  very  numerous  yet  friendly  conrtmu- 

O  4  '        nity, 
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nity,  dwell  together  with  quiet  induftry  and 
focial  content. 

"  We  are  governed,"  faid  a  kind  and 
communicative  filter  of  the  houfe  (who, 
with  a  difpofition  that  appeared  to  me  pe- 
culiarly angelical  in  an  ancient  virgin,  ex- 
prefled  more  eagernefs  to  fatisfy  my  curio- 
fity  than  her  own)  "  we  are  governed  by  a 
"  prefident  of  our  own  fex,  who  is  annually 
"  elected  by  a  majority  of  our  fifterhood; 
"  but  though  we  formally  exert  the  privi- 
"  lege  of  election,  we  have  never  had  but 
■  "  one  and  the  fame  governefs ;  for  the 
"  lady  who  firft  planned,  and  has  fince  di- 
"  rected,  our  fociety,  is  conftantly  rechofen 
"-  into  the  delicate  and  important  office, 
"  which  foe  difcharges  to  the  fatisfaftion 
™  of  all  with  whom  fhe  is  connected." 
"  How,  Madam,"  I  exclahned,  **  how  may 
"  I  obtain  the  happinefs  of  beholding  a 
**  perfbnage  fo  extraordinary  ?"  "  You  will. 
V  probably  behold  her  very  foon,"  replied 
my  kind  informer,  "  returning  into  this 
"  ialoon  fjom  our  adjoining  chapel.  You: 
y  may 
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u  may  diftinguifli,"  (he  continued,  cc  thro* 
u  that  open  door,  a  diftant  party  engaged 
fC  about  the  altar  j  among  them  you  may 
cc  juft  difcern  our  prefidrnt  Seraphina, 
fC  with  her  two  favourite  affiftants,  Mel&- 
fC  finda  and  Fufcina.  They  are  employed 
n  in  a  melancholy  yet  pleafing  office,  in 
H  decorating  the  tomb  of  an  amiable  old 
n  divine,  who  formed  a  part  of  our  houfe- 
€€  hold,  and  was,  indeed,  to  have  appeared 
€S  in  the  character  of  our  paftor  j  but  as, 
from  motives  of  maidenly  difcretion,  we 
chofe  the  good  man  in  a  very  advanced 
f<  and  infirm  period  of  life,  he  has  never 
fi  been  able  to  afcend  the  pulpit  prepared 
a  for  him.  We  were  afraid  of  wounding 
both  him  and  ourfelves,  by  appointing 
any  fiibftitute  for  him,  while  we  could 
€t  hope  for  his  recovery,  and  have  there- 
cc  fore  fubfifted  hitherto  without  any  afting  ' 
c<  minifter,  except  one  fele&ed  from  our- 
cc  felves,  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  reading 
f  €  the  chapel  fervice  of  the  day ;  for  we  are 
i€  very  pun&ual  in  our  daily  devotions ;  and, 

cc  now 
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bels  and  her  attendants  began  to  move  to- 
wards me.     My  heart  fluttered  as  they  ad- 
vanced.    Though  a  confiderable  (pace  -was 
yet  between  us,  I  was  ftruck  with  a  trem- 
bling and  fpeechlefs  awe,  by  the  air  of  com- 
placent grandeur  which  appeared  in  the 
form  and  countenance  of  Seraphina.     Ne- 
ver did  a  young  volynteer,  prefented  for 
the  firft  time  to  the  imperial  Catherine  of 
Ruffia,  feel  a  more  ardent,  unutterable  de- 
fire  to  ferve  his  fair  fovereign  in  the  field  or 
ijie  cabinet,  than  I  felt  to  recommend  my- 
felf  to  the  very  different  favours  of  this 

4 

dignified  lady.  But  how  is  it  poflible, 
thought  I  to  myfelf,  as  fhe  was  approach- 
ing,'  to  make  her  fuddenly  my  patron  efs  ? 
Her  chara&er,  and  all  her  features,  afiure 
me4  that  fhe  is  utterly  devoid  of  ambition 
and  defire,  thofe  quick  and  powerful 
lprings,  by  the  means  of  which  the  frater- 
nity of  eloquent  and  able  minifters  have  fo 
often  and  fo  rapidly  been  exalted  by  the 
queens  and  abbeffes  of  their  refpeftive 
countries.     But  there  is  a  nobler  paflion, 

my 
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my  heart  inwardly  (aid  to  itfclf,  that, 
actuating  both  of  us  alike,  may  fac 
my  fuccefs  with  Seraphina  ;  and  this  is 
mutual  zeal  for  the  felicity  of  her  fellow- 
maidens.  Could  this  fair  prefident  of  au- 
tumnal virgins  be  made  acquainted  with  all 
that  I  have  thought,  and  all  that  I  hare 

written,  in  behalf  of  Old  Maids but 

here's  my  difficulty  and  diftrefs  -,  how  can  I 
explain  to  her,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  long 
labours  of  my  life  ? — While  theft  ideaj 
were  patting,  with  confuted  rapidity,  in  my 
mind,  Seraphina  advanced  very  near  to  me. 
The  mild  dignity  of  her  afpect  extorted 
from  me  a  bow  of  affectionate  admiration. 
I  made  an  imperfect  effort  to  tell  her  fo ; 
but,  before  I  could  utter  a  firjgle  fentence 
to  recommend  myfelf,  as  I  wifhed,  to  her 
favour,  (he  faluted  me  by  my  name,  to  my 
infinite  aftonifhment ;  and  proceeded  to  in- 
form me,  with  a  graceful  and  engaging  fa- 
miliarity, that  die  departed  minifter  was 
one  of  my  old  friends,  who  had  given  her  a 
complete  idea  both  of  my  perfon  and  my 
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chara&er,  expreffing  a  wifh  on  his  death* 
fced,  in  die  moft  flattering  terms,  that  I 
might  be  chofen  to  fuccecd  him  in  the  paf- 
toral  care  of  this  fifterhood.  Cf  We  are  no 
*  ftrangers,"  continued  the  polite  Sera- 
phina,  cc  to  the  benevolent  call  of  your  ftu- 
"  dies,  and  we  look  with  peculiar  gratitude 
€€  on  a  perfon,  whofe  pen  has  been  long 
«  employed,  with  a  very  Angular  humanity, 
cc  to  amufe,  to  inftruft,  and,  I  may  fay,  to 
u  honour,  a  certain  clafs  of  females,  whom 
cc  the  unthinking  world  have  inceflandy 
u  wounded  with  derifion  or  negledt.  It  is 
cc  poffible,  Sir,"  fhe  added,  cc  that  your 
cc  book,  to  which  I  allude,  however  en- 
u  riched  and  adorned  with  learning  and 
**  with  fancy,  with  reafon  and  with  wit  -,  it 
"  is  poffible,  I  fay,  that  this  book  may  not 
u  find  more  kindnefs  from  the  world, 
**  than  what  has  hitherto  attended  the 
degraded  order  of  beings  to  whom  it 
is  fo  generoufly  devoted.  But,  what- 
ever fate  may  attend  your  work,  whole 
merits  have  been  fully  explained  to  us, 
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c<  we  Ihall  at  leaft  enjoy  the  happinefsof 
c<  fecuring  you  from  many  of  thofe  humi- 
<c  liating  perfonal  evils,  to  which  the  great- 
<c  eft  authors  have  been  expofed,  if  you  will 
cc  allow  us  to  appoint  you  the  preacher  of 
<c  our  chapel." 

Seraphina  paufed  for  my  reply ;  but  my 
head  and  heart  were  too  full  to  allow  me 
the  ufe  of  fpeech  in  the  firft  moments  of  my 
furprife  and  exultation.  I  made  her  the 
profoundeft  reverence,  that  a  body  not  per- 
fedtly  elaftic  could  accomplifh.  It  was  as 
low  as  the  bow  of  a  new-created  bifliop  to 
his  earthly  maker,  yet,  I  fear,  it  was  not  fo 
much  the^genuine  movement  of  humility,  as 
of  pride. 

Seraphina  feemed  to  read  all  my  fenti- 
ments,  and,  to  relieve  me  from  the  perplex- 
ing difficulty  of  putting  my  thanks  into 
proper  words,  (he  thus  purfued  her  dif- 
courfe. 

cc  It  is  now  the  ufual  hour  of  our  morn- 
cc  ing  prayers  :  will  you  allow  me,  Sir,  the 
u  pleafure  of  introducing  you  to  your  new 

«  office? 
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u  office  ?  You  will  find  the  books  of  our 
cc  chapel  in  order  -,  and  I  tfoubt  not  but,  as 
cc  you  have  long  meditated  on  the  good  and 
cc  evil  of  our  fingle  ftate,  you  can  oblige  us, 
on  the  inftant,  with  a  fermon  adapted  to 
oui*  fequeftered  condition." — Much  as  I 
was  elated  by  the  flattering  appointment,  I 
felt  myfelf  embarrafled  by  this  propofal.  In 
truth,  I  was  utterly  unprepared}  and  wilhed 
to  excufe  myfelf  on  the  fcore  of  my  drafs, 
thinking  it  improper  to  appear  as  the  paftor 
of  thefe  elegant,  though  ancient  maidens,  in 
a  rufty  black  coat,  which  time  and  fnuff  had 
confpired  to  disfigure ;  but  cafting  fuch  a 
downward  glance  on  my  own  perfonf  as 
every  man  does,  who  means  to  ground  an 
apology  on  his  habit,  I  was  aflonifhed  to 
find  myfelf  arrayed  in  a  new  caffock.  My 
amazement  increafed,  on  perceiving  that  my 
right  hand,  which  held  a  clean  cambrick 
handkerchief,  was  decorated  with  a  magni- 
ficent ring,  not  of  diamond  indeed,  but 
formed  by  a  fingle  fapphire  of  uncommon 
magnitude  arid  luftre.    Without  disturbing 

my 
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my  brain  to  account  for  my  acquifition  of 
this  furprifing  ornament,  I  bowed  again  to 
the  fair  prefident,  and  followed  her  towards 
die  chapel.  My  ring  had  a&ed  as  a  talis- 
man to  difpel  my  embarrafiment,  and  1 
advanced  with  fuch  an  air  of  confidence, 
as  I  have  formerly  obferved  in  a  courtly 
preacher,  apparendy  infpired,  not  indeed 
by  the  inward  light  of  the  foul,  but  by 
the  radiance  beaming  from  his  own  little 
finger. 

We  now  entered  the  chapel :  it  was  a 
ftru&ure  of  exquifite  proportions,  in  which 
elegance  and  fimplicity  were  moft  happily 
united.  The  walls  were  covered  with  a 
ftucco  of  very  pale  dove-colour,  enriched 
with  decorations  of  white  marble,  confift- 
ing  chiefly  of  emblematic  figures,  expref- 
five  of  innocence  and  peace.  The  only 
painting  which  this  edifice  contained,  was 
of  glafs,  it  formed  the  rich  and  magnifi- 
cent window,  to  which  the  chapel  was  in- 
debted for  all  the  light  it  received.  The 
effedtofthis  window  was  truly  celeftial;  not 

only 
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Only  from  the  happy  difpofition  of thpt  foft 
and  folemn  radiance  which  it  diffufed  aver 
the  building,  but  from  the  tranfcendant 
beauty  of  the  figures  with  which  it  was  en* 
xiched.  Chaftity  was  here  reprefentcd  in  a 
meek  yet  firm  pofition,  fupported  by  Tem- 
perance and  Fortitude,  and  paying  a  kind  of 
modeft  homage  to  Charity  and  Faith.  The 
two  latter  were  raifed  on  a  flight  elevation, 
and,  being  united  by  a  pofture  of  fifteriy 
endearment,  formed  the  pyramidical  point 
in  this  enchanting  group.  The  diftinft  cha- 
radter  of  every  perfonage  was  fo  exquifitely 
conceived,  and  fo  forcibly  expreffed;  the 
connexion  of  all  was  rendered  fo  happily 
vifible  by  their  attention  to  each  other,  that 
no  fpedtator  could  behold  this  little  affernbly 
of  virtues,  without  feeling  a  tender  reve- 
rence for  each,  and  without  wifhing  to  be- 
come the  perfedt  votary  of  all. 

While  I  gazed  on  this  enchanting  pic- 
ture, the'  bell  began  to  toll :  the  numerous 
fifterhood  came  flocking  to  their  feats :  I  ad- 
vanced to  the  reading  defk :  I  adjufted  the 
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books :  I  went  through  the  fenrice :  and 
now,  with  a  heart  that  began  to  palpitate 
afrefh,  I  afcended  the  pulpit.  A  multitude 
of  curious  and  piercing  eyes  flafhed  upon 
me :  but  my  embarraffinent  was  a  little  re- 
lieved by  a  hymn  of  the  divineft  melody, 
moft  admirably  fung  by  a  few  fillers  of  the 
houfe.  In  the  time  which  this  foothing  ce- 
remony allowed  me  to  colle£fc  my  hurried 
Ipirits,  it  ftruck  me,  that  the  unknown 
power  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  my  caf- 
fock  and  my  ring,  might  have  happily  ap- 
plied me  with  a  fupernatural  fermon.  In 
this  hope  I  now  fearched  my  pockets,  butj 
to  my  utter  difappointment,  I  could  find 
only  a  fmall  copy  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
In  confufion  and  diftrefs,  I  turned  haftily.to 
fuch  paffages,  as  I  thought  might  befriend 
me  on  the  prefent  occafion.  My  eye  fud- 
denly  fattened  oft  a  text  that  pleafed  me :  I 
clofed  the  volume  -,  fat  in  profound  thought 
for  a  few  minutes;  then  rofe,  with  inward 
exultation,  and  delivered  the  following  dif- 
courfe. 

In 
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'*  In  the  1 1  th  Chapter  of  Judges,  and  at  the 
i€  38th  Verfe,  it  is  thus  written— 

cr  She  went  with  her  Companions,  and  be- 
cc  wailed  her  Virginity" 

"  ALAS!  the  tender-hearted  might 
cc  fay  to  themfelves,  on  firft  hearing  thefe 
c<  few  and  fimple  words,  how  frequent, 
u  how  univerfal  is  fuch  lamentation ! — In 
every  age,  and  in  all  the  civilized  nations 
of  the  globe,  many  ineonfiderate  daugh- 
ters of  Eve  have  been  haftily  led  into  pe- 
<c  nitence  and  forrow,  by  the  violence  or  the 
€t  artifice  of  an  imperious  and  a  deceitful 
<c  paffion :  and  often  have  they  bewailed  the 
cc  dishonourable  lofs  of  that  maiden  purity, 
c<  regarded  as  the  beft,  and  perhaps  th? 
cc  only  treafure,  which  nature  and  fortune 
"  had  beftowed  upon  them* 

Cf  But    it    was   not  fo    with    the    fair 
t€  mourner  in  my  text :  fhe  was  the  chaftc 
and  honoured  daughter  of  Jephtha,  the 
Judge  of  Ifraeli  fhe  bewailed  not  the 
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«'  lofs  of  her  virginity,  but  that  (he  ' 
«■  deftined  to  carry  it  to  the  grave.  Being 
«  condemned  to  die,  in  compliance  with 
"  the  rafli  vow  of  her  father,  (he  lamented 
"  not  the  immediate  ftroke  of  death,  but 
"  the  idea  of  dying  without  having  fulfilled 
"  her  fair  expectations  of  nuptial  happincfi 
"  and  maternal  delight. 

"  Before  I  proceed  to  any  remarks  on 
"  this  interefting  ftory,  let  me  here  obferve 
"  to  you,  my  lifters,  that  the  learned  and 
«  pious  men,  who  have  endeavoured  to 
u  elucidate  the  obfcurer  paflages  of  the 
"  Old  Teftament,  are  by  no  means  agreed 
"  on  the  real  fate  of  this  lovely  victim. 
u  Some  contend  that  flie  actually  perilhed 
w  by  a  violent  death;  and  others  affirm, 
**  that  (he  was  only  condemned  Co  perpe- 
'*  tual  virginity.  I  will  not  enter  upon  the 
"  merits  of  this  queftion,  becauie,  in  what- 
"  ever  light  the  hiftory  of  this  fair  fuflferer 
~u  may  be  confidered,  it  equally  affords  mc 
**  a  proper  ground-work  for  the  doctrine  I 
K  wilh  to  inculcate.    Her  iorrow,  wbateva 
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"  its  duration  might  be,  naturally  leads  me 
<c  to  point  out  to  you  a  great  and  important 
truth;  a  truth,  my  lifters,  in  which  you 
are  principally  concerned  1  and  it  is  this— 
that  to  pafs  through  human  life,  either 
by  a  fhort  or  a  long  journey,  and  finally 
to  quit  it  in  the  chara&er  of  a  virgin, 
is  by  no  means  a  juft  caufe  for  lamenta- 
u  tion. 

€€  Do  not  miftake  me,  I  mean  not  to  re- 
fled,  with  a  cruel  afperity,  on  Jephtha's 
unhappy  daughter !  I  mean  not  to  infinu- 
ate  aught  againft  the  temper  or  the  mo- 
<c  defty  of  the  damfcl ;  that  wotdd  indeed 
**  be  barbarous,  when  her  ftrange  mi£ 
€t  chance  was  fo  peculiarly  fevere,  as  to 
plead  for  the  tendereft  fympathy  and 
compaffion.  She  came  out  to  meet  her 
"  victorious  father,  with  timbrels  and  with 
Cf  dances  ;  and  Ihe  was  his  only  child  :  be* 
u  Jide  her  he  bad  neither  Jon  nor  daughter. 
€t  How  bitter  muft  be  the  condition  of  this 
"  darling  child,  when  Ihe  found  her  trium- 
"  phant  feftivity  turned  to  anguifh,  by  the 
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*  vow  of  her  precipitate  parent!  Every 
"  humane  heart  muft  bleed  at  the  idea ;  and 
"  the  more,  when  it  remarks  with  what  an 
"  affectionate  magnanimity  (he  fubmittcd 
"  to  her  fete : — And  fhe  faid  unto  btm,  My 
K  father,  if  tbou  baft  opened  tby  mouth  unto 
"  the  Lord,  do  to  me  according  to  that  which 
**  hath  proceeded  out  of  thy  mouth,  forafmcb 
"  as  the  Lord  bath  taken  vengeance  for  thee  cf 
"  thine  enemies. — Generous,  heroic  maiden ! 
*'  fhe  enjoyed  the  pair,  triumph  of  herfa- 
*'  ther,  in  her  own  prefent  calamity  and  de- 
•  "  fpair.  Her  firft  fentiments  were  thofr  of 
"  the  affectionate,  difinterefted  daughter :  if 
"  thefe  were  followed  by  a  more  felfilh  idea, 
«  it  was  fuggefted  by  a  national  cuftom, 
w  and  arofe  not  from  any  defects  in  the 
"  fpirit  and  character  of  the  devoted  vic- 
**  tim.  But  let  us  hear  how  me  proceeded ! 
"  And  Jbe  /aid  unto  her  father.  Let  this 
■  tt  thing  be  done  for  me :  let  me  alone  two 
"  months,  that  I  may  go  up  and  down  upon 
*r  the  mountains,  and  bewail  my  virginity,  I 
i'  and  my  fellows  /—Strange  as  her  requcft 
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u  may  found  in  a  modern  car,  it  appeared 
"  reafonable  to  her  father;  and  he  Jaid* 
"  Go  ! — and  well  might  he  fay  fo ;  for  her 
€€  petition  was  not  the  diftate  of  a  wan- 
ton and  diflblute  fpirit,  preparing  to  la- 
ment the  lofs  of  expefted  pleafure,  with 
coarfenefs  of  fentiment  and  indelicacy  of 
language:  no!  it  proceeded  only  from 
her  wifti  to  obferve  a  religious  ceremony, 
which  prevailed  among  the  unmarried  fe- 
€€  males  of  her  country,  who  confidered  the 
*€  deftiny  of  living  and  of  dying  in  a  fingle 
cc  ftate,  as  tl>e  fevereft  evil  that  Heaven 
"  could  inflidt,  This  idea  was  indeed  uni- 
f(  verfal  amoijg  the  Jews;  but  the  Jews 
"  were  a  moody  ^nd  a  murmuring  people, 
f€  perpetually  difpofed  to  quarrel,  not  only 
"  with  the  common  incident*  of  life,  but 
"  with  the  mod  merciful  difpenfations  of 
*€  their  God.  It  is  the  perverfity  of  their 
f€  general  judgment  on  this  head,  and  not 
cc  the  particular  conduft  of  one  moft  ami- 
<c  able  and  unfortunate  maiden,  that  I 
*'  mean  to  cenfure.  To  guard  the  yrhQle  fif- 
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£  terhood  againft  the  infidious  approacha 
«  of  difcontent,  I  would  here  demonftrare, 
«*  that  to  bewail  virginity,  in  the  Jewifh 
"  fenfe  of  bewailing  it,  is  equally  irrational 
"  and  irreligious. 

*  A  cuftom,  however  reprehenfible, 
*■  which  has  prevailed  among  any  civilized 
■  people,  deferves  to  be  fairly  confidered, 
**  and  will  generally  be  found  to  poue& 
*'  fome  important  advantage  to  plead  ia  ia 
*  behalf.  This  was  undoubtedly  the  cafe 
"  in  the  cuftom  I  allude  to :  it  wanted  not 
"  the  plea  of  political  wifdom :  the  female 
"  ceremony  of  bewailing  virginity  had  at 
"  furedly  a  ftrong  tendency  to  promote 
"  wedlock,  and  in  this  point  of  Tiew  it  me. 
"  rited  the  countenance  of  a  wife  legiflator; 
"  — but  obferve  with  what  cruelty  it  mult 
**  have  operated  upon  one  unprotected  clafs 
"  of  the  community !  How  wretched  mult 
"  have  been  the  condition  of  an  elderly 
**  maiden  among  the  Jews,  if  fuch  a  cha- 
f  racier  exifted  among  them,  when  flie  was 
"  taught,  by  the  prejudices  of  the  public, 
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**  to  dcfpife  and  to  deteft  herfelf,  as  the  ob- 
€€  jeft  of  human  contempt,  and  divine  dif- 
€€  pleafure! 

€€  It  is  an  image  of  humiliation  and  diC- 
€t  trefs  too  grievous  for  a  gentle  heart  to 
€€  dwell  upon.     Let  us  haften  to  contem- 
€t  plate  the  very  different  condition  of  the 
€€  fame  charafter  among  the  early  Chrit- 
€€  tians ! — Here,  indeed,  we  behold  an  ex- 
<c  cefs;  but  of  a  more  chearful  and  ami- 
4€  able  complexion :  not  an  excefs  of  abfurd 
*c  barbarity,  but  of  tender  enthufiafm.   In- 
cc  ftead  of  bewailing  virginity  as  an  evil, 
<c  they  exalted  it  into  an  evidence  of  fuper- 
*€  natural  merit :  they  regarded  it  as  a  clear 
**  tide,  not  only  to  celeftial  blifs,  but  to  the 
*  higheft  degree  of  beatitude  that  Heaven 
<c  can  beftow. 

"  I  will  not  bafely  attempt  to  ingra- 
*€  tiate  myfelf  with  this  audience,  by 
"  adopting,  from  the  fathers  of  the  Catho- 
"  lie  church,  a  flattering,  illufive  doftrine, 
*€  to  which  the  purity  of  our  reformed 
"  religion  can  afford  no  countenance,  for  it 

cc  was 
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"  was  not  countenanced  by  that  meek  and 
»  righteous  Mailer,  whofe  life  and  lan- 
"  guaSe  are  lne  Brcit  unerring  lights  that 
«f  we  profeis  to  follow. 

"  Though  an  advocate  for  a  fingle  life, 
"  St.  Paul  himfelf  acknowledges,  '  Thii 
"  concerning  virgins,  he  had  no  com- 
"  mandment  of  the  Lord:' — and  indeed 
"  we  find  nothing  in  the  words  or  action* 
*'  of  our  blefled  Saviour,  that  can  be  fairly 
f  conftrued  into  a  recommendation  of  their 
"  fingle  ftate.  That  he  was  very  far  from 
f*  being  a  morofe  enemy  to  the  joys,  and 
*'  even  the  feftivity  of  marriage,  one  of  his 
f*  own  miracles  has  fufficiendy  evinced ;  he 
"  feems  not,  however,  to  have  fhewn  any 
"  prejudice  or  partiality  towards  any  parri- 
"  cular  order  of  human  beings,  but  to  have 
tc  refpeifted  all  the  different  conditions  of 
"  that  life,  which,  for  the  good  of  all,  he 
"  condefcended  to  aflume.  He  refpeifled 
"  the  natural  liberties  of  mankind:  he  in- 
"  terfered  with  no  civil  or  focial  duties: 
"  he  forbad  no  innocent  pleafures;  and, 
"  what 
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*  what  is  more  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  he 
recommended  not  an  adherence  to  any 
precife  ftate  of  life,  becaufe  his  own  di- 

<f  vine  inftitutions  are  adapted  to  every 
"  condition  into  which  a  human  creature 

*  can  be  thrown,  by  thofe  bufy  fhifters  of 
</C  human  fcenery,  time  and  chance. 

cc  But  it  may  be  faid, €  Although  we  readily 
€f  allow  the  benign  influence  of  Chris- 
tianity, upon  all  who  fincerely  profefs  it, 
we  are  warranted  by  reafbn  and  expe~ 
f  rience  in  affirming,  that  certain  modes  of 
*'  life  have  a  tendency  to  throw  a  gloom 
cc  over  the  mind,  and  to  produce  fuch  a 
"  dejeftion  of  fpirit,  as  naturally  leads  to 
cc  lamentation ;  and  is  not  the  celibacy  of 
"  an  ancient  virgin  an  example  of  this 
«  truth  V 

We  feel  the  full  force  of  this  queftion ; 
and  imagination  lets  before  us,  what  the 
world  exhibits  daily  to  many  a  fpe&ator, 
a  difconfolate  maiden,  the  daughter  of 
an  opitfent  father,  yet  accidentally  de- 
prived of  all  her  fair  profpefts,  all  her 

"  tendered 
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*  tendereft  connections,  and   deftitute  of 
■  fortune  in  the  decline  of  life. 

*  Shall  we  fay  10  this  foliury  virgin, 
«  *  Bewail  not  your  condition  j  for,  if  you 

*  are  a  good    Chriftian,   you    fhould  be 

*  happy  ?' — No!   we  will  not  addrefs  her 

*  thus ;  and  fhame  on  thofe  ill-inftruded 

*  miniftersof  Chriftjwhoinfult  thewretcfa- 
M  ed  with  fuch  abrupt  and  unfeeling  admo- 
"  nition !  It  is  our  duty  to  penetrate,  with 
**  infimiating  tendernefs,  into  the  painful 
**  recedes  of  a  faffering  fpirit.  Let  us 
w  gendy  fearch  into  the  natural  train  of 
u  thought,  which  deprefles  the  unfortunate 
**  virgin,  and  purfue  that  line  of  confola- 
**  tion,  which  the  prefent  turn  of  her  own 
"  mtnd  may  effectually  fuggeft ! — By  what 
"  is  fhe  depreffed  ?  By  the  contraft,  which 
"  memory  prefents  to  her,  between  the  gay 
**  feftivity  of  her  early  days,  and  the  neglect, 
f*  and  folitude  to  which  (he  is  now  re- 
*'  duced ;  by  the  companion,  which  ima- 

*  gination  fuggefts  to  her,  between  her 
**  own  defolate  condition,  and  the  different 

"  dcftiny 
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u  deftiny  of  thofe  female  companions  of 
€C  her  youth,  who  were  fo  fortunate  as  to 
"  marry.  Let  us  follow  this  clue,  aid  it 
"  may  enable  us  to  lead  the  deje&ed  fuffcrer 
"  from  the  labyrinth  of  perplexed  and 
gloomy  thoughts  into  light  and  peace  I 
Let  us  firft  indulge  and  humour  the  me* 
€€  lancholy  of  her  fpirit !  let  us  allow  the 
<c  feeming  feverity  of  her  lot !  let  us  (ay 
<c  to  her, c  You  have,  indeed,  been  unjuftly 
cc  overlooked  by  men,  whey  have  pitched 
"  upon  companions  lefs  attractive,  and 
"  have  fhared  their  wealth  and  fplendor 
"  with  partners  far  lefs  deferring :  but,  be* 
«  fore  you  eftimate  their  fuppofed  felicity, 
%  "  examine  the  real  ftate  of  thofe  aflbciates 
"  of  your  youth,  whom  marriage  has  placed 
"  in  a  condition  fo  different  from  your 
own! — Let  us  try  the  firft.— She  is  a 
woman  of  rank,  of  opulence,  of  gaiety* 
<c  but  her  innocence  was  undermined  by 
€€  the  fuppofed  conftituents  of  her  vifionary 
"  happiness  and  your  heart  is  too  pure  to 

^envy 


Ml  E    S    S    A   V       OK 

"  envy  plcafures  debafed  by  infamy  of 
■'  loaded  with  remorfe. 

"  Let  us  proceed  to  a  fecond. — Behold 
"  a  woman,  whom  nature  and  education 
"  had  rendered  a  lovely  compound  of  vi- 

*  vacity  and  virtue !  She  was  wedded  to 
"  the  man  of  her  choice,  with  the  fanftiofl 
"  of  her  delighted  parents.  The  figure, 
"  the  reputation,  and  the  fortune  of  her 
"  hu/band,  made  her  the  envy  of  all  her 
"  fair  fingle  friends :  but  alas !  could  they 
*'  have  read  her  deftiny,  ftie  would  have 

*  excited  only  companion ;  for  flie  foon 
"  found,  that  the  pleafing  manners,  the 
"  enchanting  talents,  and  the  bright  fem- 
M  blance  of  integrity,  in  the  man  whom 
*'  (he  fondly  thought  all  perfection,  covered 
*'  a  mind  corrupted  by  licentious  pleafure, 
"  and  a  heart  that  could  only  counterfeit, 
"  for  a  very  Ihort  period,  all  the  generous 
"  charaifteriftics  of  genuine  love.  His  paf- 
"  fion  was  extinguifhed  by  a  few  weeks 
"  poffeffion ;  and  fhe  then  experienced,  in 

7  "  return 
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cc  return  for  real  and  anxious  affe&ion,  mor- 
<c'tifying  negledt,  contemptuous  farcafm, 
<c  and  perpetual  infidelity.   His  vices  foon 
<c  produced  their  natural  effedt,  the  ruin  of 
"  his  fortune,  his  temper,  and  his  health. 
Haunted  by  every  painful  recolleftion, 
he  now  vainly  tries  to  drown,  in  deeper 
intemperance,  all  ideas  of  his  mifery; 
while  the  innocent  and  (till  lovely  vi&im 
of  his  various  crimes,  furrounded  by  in- 
cc  digent  and  deferted  children,  looks  up 
te  to  thofe,  her  former  companions,  who 
"  have  remained  unmarried,  as  the  moft 
c<  enviable  of  human  beings. 

<f  But  let  us  pafs  on  to  a  third,  and  a 
<c  much  happier  example  of  married  life.— • 
"  Here,  indeed,  as  you  truly  obferve,  here 
cc  we  find  every  circumftance  of  chafadter 
u  and  condition,  that  is  juftly  entitled  to 
<c  the  name  of  fortunate.  Ins  this  perfon 
"  we  may  behold  the  beloved  wife  of  an 
"  affe&ionate  and  a  fenfible  hufband ;  the 
t€  healthy  and  opulent  mother  of  a  nume- 
u  rous  and  lovely  offspring.     She  has  a 

"  heart 
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!"  heart  and  fpirit  to  relifh  happinefs,  and 
"  (he  is  furrounded  by  every  thing  that  is 
f  likely  to  give  and  to  increase  it.  Ha 
n  condition  is,  in  truth,  oppofite  to  that  of 
"  the  elderly,  indigent,  and  folitary  mai- 
"  den. — But  let  us  take  a  nearer  view  of 
•*  this  fortunate  perlbnage !  let  us  vifit  the 
*■  manfion  of  felicity! — Where  is  the  gairty 
"  that  fhould  furround  it? — Good  Hea- 
"  vens!  what  evil  has  befallen  it  ?— All 
"  is  diforder  and  diftrefs.—  Mifchance 
**  has  happened  to  one  of  the  young  and 
*(  favourite  branches  of  this  flourilhing 
"  houfe. — It  is  the  cry  of  the  diftra&ed 
u  mother  over  her  darling,  torn  from  her 
**  by  a  calamitous  death. — Let  us  retire!  for 
"  iff- we  cannot  comfort! — Hergriefcanbe 
"  alleviated  only  by  that  Almighty  Power, 
"  who  has  permitted  it  to  be  inflicted. 
**  But  we  have  received  our  leflbn  in  the 
**  piercing  found  of  her  diftrefs.  A  fingle 
*'  fhriek  of  themother,  on  the  expiration  of 
"  her  child,  ought  to  drown  for  ever  ail  the 
"  petty  murmuring  of  maidenly  difcontcnt. 
"Let 


CC 
€€ 


€€ 
CC 
€€ 


OLD      MAIDS.        225 

*  Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  fuch  calamities 

*  are  rare !  Who  has  ever  known  a  nu- 

cc  merous  family  unvifited  by  ficknefs  and 

cc  forrow  ?  O  !  ye  confiderate  virgins  !  let 

me  lead  you  to  form  a  true  eftimate  of 

all  the  good  and  evil  in  female  life! 

4€  Place,  if  you  pleafe,  to  the  account  of 

"  the  wife  and  mother,  all  the  more  intenie 

and  more  lively  pleafures  1   but  enter 

fairly,  at  the  fame  time,  her  anxieties, 

her  terrors,  her  agonies,  both  of  body 

"  and  of  mind  !  enter  alfo,  on  your  owi*. 

"  fide  of  the  account,  your  exemption  from 

all  thefe!  forget  not  the  more  certain 

and  quiet  enjoyments,  which  particularly 

belong  to  your  own  condition !  Examine 

"  the  two  accounts  with  drift  impartiality, 

and  perhaps  you  will  find,  that,  in  * 

courfe  of  years,  the  balance  has  run  con- 

fiderably  in  your  favour. 

"  But  it  ftiould  not  be  the  fole  bufinelk 

u  of  a  mortal  to  regard  the  enjoyments  of 

"  human  life ;  a  concern  more  important 

u  demands  the  attention  of  us  all;  I  mean* 

Vol.  III.  Q^  «  the 
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"  the  preparation  for  death.  It  is  r 
"  poflible,  that  the  virgin  can  be  prope: 
•*  prepared  for  this  inevitable  hour,  who  \ 
"  reached  the  latter  end  of  a  long  life  in  i 

■  habit  of  murmuring  at  her  own  lot,  a 
"  thereby  condemning  the  dilpenfarions 
"  that  God,  in  whofe  prcfence  (he  is 

■  foon  to  appear.  But,  on  the  other  hai 
•*  the  ancient  maiden,  who  has  fuppor 
*'  the  negleft  and  injuftice  of  manki 
K  with  pious  refignation  and  content,  1 

*  fuch  advantages  over  the  married  worn; 
"  in  the  aweful  and  important  clofe  of  r 
"  man  exiftence,  as  more  than  repays  1 
■'  for  any  fuppofed  or  real  inferiority  in  l 
u  point  of  worldly  enjoyments.  Let 
"  purfue  this  idea  !   it  leads  us  to  intere 

*  ing  contemplation.  Circumftances  rJ 
"  attend  the  dying,  of  every  ftation,  are  p; 
"  ticularly  defcrving  of  our  notice  -,  I 
4(  caufe,  however  different  the  degrees  a 
"  fafhions  of  our  lives,  in  the  aft  of  da 
"  we  muft  all  rcfemble  each  other.  It 
,c  a  trial  univerfally  endured,  though  * 

Hon 
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u  rioufly  fuftained.  Let  me  then  conduft 
cc  you,  my  fifters,  to  two  fcenes  of  this 
cc  kind,  different  from  each  other,  yet  both 
cc  affe&ing  and  inftru&ive ! — Let  us  firft 
cc  approach,  and  confider  the  d&th-bed  of 
€€  the  Wife  !  —Behold  a  woman  of  virtue 
*  and  of  piety !  behold  her,  after  many  Met 
cc  fings  thankfully  received,  and  many  du- 
a  ties  faithfully  difcharged,  behold  her  de- 
cc  voutly  haftening  to  her  heavenly  reward ! 
"  — See !  though  her  frame  is  Shattered,  her 
€€  mind  is  ftill  fedate  ! — yet  fee  with  what 
"  tender  anguifh  fhe  takes  leave  of  an  af- 
€€  flifted  hufband,  who  has  been  her  fond 
"  and  faithful  guide  in  the  paths  of  inno- 
cc  cence  and  religion !— obferve  how  her 
€€  fortitude  is  fliaken,  by  reading  in  his 
€€  features  a  vehemence  of  diftrefs  burfting 
<€  through  the  kind  malk  of  refignation, 
<c  which,  in  pity  to  her  fufferings,  he  vainly 
«  labours  to  wear ! 

u  Yet  even  this  is  not  her  fevereft  trial : 
<c.  as  her  life  is  haftening  to  its  clofe,  fhe 

yields  to  a  parental  and  iirefiftible  de- 

Q^2  c<  firej 
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«*  fire ;  ihe  calls  for  her  children,  to  fold 
"  them  for  the  laft  time  to  her  bofotn. — 
"  Good  Heavens !  what  a  fcene !  — O  God  ! 
"  releafe  her,  for  the  has  loft  the  firmnefs  of 
"  piety  itfelf! — her  foul,  engrofTed  by  the 
"  wants  and  forrows  of  thefe  little  inno- 
"  cents,  and  by  a  dreadful  idea  of  what 
"  they  may  fuffer,  fhould  their  father  alto 
"  be  taken  from  them — her  diftra&ed  foul 
**  pays  no  longer  its  juft:  obedience  to  the 
"  fbmmons  of  her  Maker ! — Yet  thou  art 
(C  not  offended,  Almighty  Parent !  for  there 
"  are  weakneffes  peculiarly  entitled  to  thy 
"  mercy ;  and  fuch  are  the  fond  excefiesof 
"  a  maternal  heart,  to  which  thou  haft  al- 
"  lotted  the  extremes  of  delight  and  agony. 
"  Let  us  turn  from  this  heart-rending 
"  fcene,  to  one,  though  equally  aweful,  yet 
"  much  lefs  afflicting !  Let  us  approach 
"  the  death-bed  of  theAncient Maiden!— 
"  Behold  a  woman,  not  endued  with  a 
a  more  cultivated  understanding,  or  with 
"  more  habitual  piety,  than  the  dying  rno- 
"  ther  whom  wc  have  juft  beheld !  but 
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*c  O  }  with  what  a  difFcrcnt  frame  of  mind 
*c  and  heart  does  the  prefent  expiring  mor- 
tal fupport  the  moft  ftriking,  if  not 
the  moft  important,  of  human  trials! 
Obferve  with  what  ferenity  fhe  contem- 
plates the  vifibie  approach  of  that  de- 
<f  ftroying  power,  who  has  been  called  the 
cc  King  of  Terrors  J — She  has  led  a  life  of 
u  innocence  and  content ;  but  her  foul  is 
cc  not  rivetted  to  earth  by  thofe  earthly 
cc  fetters,  which,  in  the  preceding  inftance, 
the  twin  feraphs,  Hope  and  Faith,  were 
hardly  able  to  unlock.  Here  religion 
operates  without  a  check.  This  elderly, 
expiring  virgin  has,  indeed,  her  tender 
attachments  to  relinquifh ;  but  (he  bids 
adieu  to  her  friends  with  the  placid  air 
of  one  who  is  fetting  forth  on  a  long- 
€€  wifhed-for  journey.  She  does  not  hurry 
cc  from  the  world  with  the  over-heated 
c<  enthufiafm  of  Romifh  nuns,  who  call 
€f  themfelves,  with  an  unbecoming  famili- 
"  arity  and  fervour  of  language,  the  fpoufes 
#c  of  their  God. — No !  (he  contemplates 

CL3  "  ** 
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"  the  gracious  promifes  of  her  Redeemer 
"  with  the  humble  confidence  of  a  faithful 
"  and  affectionate  fervant.  She  prepare* 
*«  to  meet  him  with  the  meek  obedience  of 
<(  tender  humanity  and  unperverted  reafon, 
«*  willing  to  quit  a  world,  where  Ihe  has 
"  been  frequently  wronged  and  neglected, 
**  to  enter  thofe  bleffed  regions  where 
*(  neglect  or  injuftice  can  never  be  ad- 
'■*  mitted. 

"  O !  my  filters,  what  is  the  leflbn  thit 
<(  thefe  contrafted  fcenes  may  fuggeft  tq 
**  us  ?  Is  it  not  this  ?  that  every  good  and 
**  wife  virgin  of  advanced  life,  inftead  of 
*  finking  into  the  Jewilh  folly  of  bewail- 
*'  ing  her  virginity,  Ihould  regard  it  as  a 
**  paflport  from  Providence,  which  may 
"  have  conducted  her  through  a  vexatious 
K  world,  exempt  from  many  of  its  fevereft 
*c  troubles ;  and  which  may  at  laft  enable 
*(  her  to  pafs  the  gates  of  death,  not  with 
*'  reluctant  anguifh,  but  with  rational  cotn- 
"  pofure  and  devout  exultation. — Tocrown 
"  all  our  difquietudes  and  conflicts  by  an 
«  cod 
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u  end  fo  happy,  is  a  dcftiny  that  the  pureft 
44  and  happieft  of  human  chara&ers  might 
*€  efteem,  perhaps,  the  moft  defirable  of 
*€  bleOings;  and  to  this,  my  beloved  fillers, 
"  may  the  God  of  purity  conduft  us  all  lr-» 
"  Amen/*  * 

In  defending  from  die  pulpit  I  obferved, 
with  an  honeft  pride,  the  effedt  of  my  dif- 
courfe  in  the  features  of  the  fifterhood* 
Several  of  them  preffed  around  me  to  ut- 
ter their  compliments  on  the  occafion; 
while  others  contrived  to  compliment  their 
-  preacher  in  a  manner  ftill  more  engaging,  by 
difcovering  to  me,  without  affedation,  the 
traces  of  thofe  fubfiding  tears,  which  I  had 
drawn  from  my  tender  audience,  not  by  the 
real  excellence  of  my  fermon,  but  by  the 
cordial  fervour  and  apparent  fincerity  of 
my  zeal.  In  truth,  I  had  preached  to  them 
from  the  bottom  of  a  feeling  and  benevo- 
lent heart;  and  I  had  raifed  fo  forcibly 
before  my  own  eyes  the  fucceffivc  images 
which  I  prefented  to  them,  that,  in  deliver- 
er ing 
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ing  my  fermon,  I  was  myfelf  affcQed  < 
to  tears,  and  obliged  to  paufe,  more  dun 
once,  to  recover  the  powers  of  my  fufprnded 
voice. — The  lady  Seraphina,  who  fpoke  to 
me,  as  president,  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
munity, had  begun  to  honour  me  with  a 
verv  delicate  encomium,  but  checked  her- 
fclf  on  a  hidden ;  and,  obferving  that  I  had 
eihauftcd  myielf  to  fuch  a  degree  that  1 
was  ready  to  faint,  Ihe  haftily  difpatched  the 
good  Melefinda  for  a  glafc  of  hardhora  ami 
water.  I  was  ft  ill  within  the  chapel ;  for, 
perceiving  myielf  in  fome  danger  of  falling, 
I  had  fupported  my  weak  and  emariared 
body  againft  a  pillar.  The  compaffionan; 
lady  abbefs  held  one  of  my  hands,  which 
anfwered  die  hoocft  prcflure  of  her  gene- 
tons  anxiety.  Her  favourite  Fufcina  con- 
tinued, by  her  direction,  to  chafe  my  tem- 
ples till  die  harribom  arrived.  I  drank  it 
with  foroe  difficulty,  and,  regaining  a  litrie 
poftioo  of  ftrcngth,  I  (aid  to  my  charitable 
affirmants,  in  a  feeble  and  broken  voice, 
**  Be  not  alarmed,  my  good  filters!  yog 
"Sot 


iC 


OLD       MAIDS.        233 

€€  fee  before  you  a  frail  and  feverflh  mor- 
<c  tal,  whofe  trembling  nerves  have  but  too 
€€  often-  refufed  to  fecond  and  fupport  the 
"  honeft  ardour  of  his  foul.  Accept,  how- 
ever, my  good  intention,  and  allow  me 
to  live  and  die  in  your  fervice !"  The 
attentive  lady  abbefs  endeavoured  to  raifc 
and  comfort  me  with  the  moft  friendly  and 
endearing  expreflions.  She  now  condufted 
me,  in  the  tendereft  manner,  into  her  own 
private  apartment.  She  feated  me  on  a 
moft  comfortable  fopha,  that  filled  a  large 
recefs  in  an  elegant  and  fpacious  parlour. 
The  room  was  decorated  with  many  beauti- 
ful works,  both  of  the  needle  and  the  pencil; 
but  alas  !  I  was  unable  to  contemplate  their 
refpe&ive  beauties,  for  die  (hades  of  death 
appeared  now  to  be  gathering  very  fail  around 
me.  *  The  kind  folicitude  of  Seraphina  re- 
doubled :  fhe  difcovered  the  moft  fervent 
.defire  to  reftore  my  health.  "  Excellent 
"  lady !"  I  exclaimed,  with  all  the  little 
voice  that  I  could  raife,  cc  difquiet  not  thy 
((  tender  bofom  with  a  vain  expe&ation !  — I 

c<  perceive 
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**  pcittivc  mat  my  taft  moment  i 

**  and  I  ought  not  to  regret  it,  fince  I  hare 

*  obtained  and  enjoyed  the  great  object  of 
"  my  ambition,  the  affectionate  favour  of 
"  your  Gfterhood.  Yet  there  is  one  thing 
m  that  I  hare  ifcUl  to  wifh,  and  you  alone 
"  cm  indulge  me."— "  O  name  it!  name 
*■  it !"  (aid  the  tender  abbefs,  prefiing  my 
"  cold  hand,  and  wetting  it  with  her  tears. 
**  Yes,  madam,"  I  replied,  **  I  will  lay 
■  before  yon  all  the  little  weaknefles  of  t 
•*  heart  that  has  much' to  hope,  and  little  to 
M  fear,  from  a  being  lb  benevolent  and 
"  gende  as  you  arc.  I  am  a  vain  creature; 
*■  but  your  tenderoefs  will  call  my  vanity  a 

*  virtue.  Indeed  I  covet  not  the  moft 
**  envied  diftincbou;  I  figh  not  for  pre- 
**  eminence  in  learning,  genius,  or  wit; 

*  yet,  I  confefs  to  you,  I  wilh  with  great 
**  fervour  to  attraa  the  notice  of  pofteriry ; 
**  X  wifh,  that  as  long  as  my  name  endures, 
"  it  may  be  honoured  with  the  affectionate 

*  remembrance  of  my  fellow-creatures, 
*"  and  particularly  with  the  tender  cftecm 

"of 
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*  of  your  fifterhood."— <c  It  muft,  it  muft,^ 
faid  the  good  abbefs,  fobbing, — "  O  V 
replied  I,  enfolding  one  of  her  hands 
within  mine,  "  fecure  to  mc  this  delight- 
11  ful  diftin&ion !  you  have  the  power  of 
u  doing  fo  : — give  me  your  promife,  that 

*  I  fhal|  be  buried  in  your  chapel,  under 
"  a  fimpk  (lab  of  white  marble,  with  thi$ 


infcriptipi)  * 


*c  Here  lies 


u 


<c  The  Friend  and  Paftor 
«  of  Old  M^ds/' 


u 


€€ 


The  kind  abbefs  affented,  and  I  thus  coiw 
tinued :  — cc  I  liave  yet  another  requeft  i 
pray  forgive  the  whimfies  of  a  fond,  and^ 
perhaps,  foojifh  old  man  !  —  I  conjure 
a  you,  let  me  not  be  removed  from  thi$ 
u-  chamber,  till  the  day  of  my  interment !— * 

*  place  me  in  my  coffin  juft  as  I  am,  ii* 

*  this  my  paftoral  habit !  and,  as  I  confeft 

4 
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m  I  hare  a  fecrct  horror  of  being  buried 
"  alive,  pr|y  let  fome  of  your  good  fillers 
u  be  fo  charitable  as  to  watch  my  body, 
c<  during  nine  days  at  leaft,  after  my  de- 
«  ceafe  !" 

The  tender  Seraphina  continued  to  fig- 
nify  her  perfect  acquiefcence  in  all  my  de- 
files *  not  by  diftinft  words,  indeed,  but  a 
feries  of  the  mod  cxpreflive  and  endearing 
geftures.  —  cc  Enough  !  enough  !"  I  ex- 
claimed, in  a  fepulchral  tone  ;  and,  beftow- 
ing  upon  her  a  benedidtion  but  half  articu- 
lated, I  with  difficulty  railed  her  unrefifting 
hand  to  my  clammy  lips,  then  gendy  laid 
it  on  my  own  throbbing  heart,  and,  having 
iqueezed  it  againft  my  bofom  in  a  ftrong 
convulfive  preflune,  expired. 

My  fpirit,  however,  remained  fluttering 
and  invilible  in  the  chamber,  and  feemed 
to  contemplate,  with  a  fort  of  feraphic 
pride,  the  chafte,  weeping  abbefs,  and  my 
own  lifelefs  body.  The  excellent  Sera- 
phina would  not  quit  the  corpfe  for  a  (ingle 
moment,  till  (he  was  thoroughly  perfuacjed 

that 
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that  the  breath  of  the  lamented  pallor  was 
departed  from  him  for  ever.  She  then 
gave  fuch  orders  as  were  neceflary  for  the 
literal  accomplifhment  of  my  requeft.  She 
permitted  feleft  parties  of  the  kind  and  cu- 
rious jQfterhood  to  enter  the  apartment  by 
turns,  and  indulge  themfelves  in  contem- 
plating the  c6untenance  of  their  departed 
friend.  My  fpirit  was  highly  flattered  and 
entertained  by  their  various  comments  upon 
it,  and  by  their  many  quick  viciflitudes  of 
maidenly  curiofity  and  regret.  At  length 
a  fimple  but  elegant  coffin  was  brought 
to  the  fopha  on  which  I  died.  The  body, 
without  any  change  of  drefs,  was  dcpofited 
within  itj  but  the  coffin  remained  open. 
The  admirable  lady  abbefs  herfelf  deter- 
mined to  fet  the  community  an  example  of 
•tender  and  generous  attachment.  She  did 
me  the  unufual  honour  of  watching  the  body 
the  firft  night,  attended  by  her  two  favourite 
filters.  In  the  evening  of  the  fubfequent 
day,  it  happened  that  Melefinda  and  Fuf- 
cina  were  left  alone  in  this  office.    They 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured  to  amufe  each  other  by  enter- 
ing  into  a  very  curious  and  diverting  debate 
on  my  character  and  conftitution :  but  my 
modefty  will  not  allow  me  to  repeat  the 
many  flattering  things  which  were  uttered 
on  this  occaGon.  At  laft,  when  they  had 
thoroughly  difcuffed  all  my  qualities-—"  I 
"  fincerely  regret  this  good  man,"  kid  the 
friendly  Fufcina,  "  as  the  world  contain! 
"  but  few  fuch  advocates  for  our  fiftcrhood : 
**  but  don't  you  think,  my  dear  Melefinda, 
**  that  we  may  ground  fomc  little  hope  of 
"  his  revival,  on  his  lingular  requeft  of  be- 
**  ing  attended  nine  days  ?  —  Suppofehe 
*r  ihould  be  only  in  a  trance !  —  Good 
"  God!"  continued  the  kind-hearted  crea- 
ture, w  I  would  give  the  world  to  reftore 
"  him." 

As  (he  uttered  thefe  words,  flic  caft  t 
piercing  eye  on  my  countenance,  and,  wet- 
ting the  tip  of  her  fingers  with  a  litde  bot- 
tle of  lavendar-wKer,  which  Qie  held  in  her 
left  hand,  ihe  began  to  rub  my  temples  with 
aa  eager  anxiety,  yet  with  ibme  degree  of 
that 
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that  awe  and  trepidation  which  the  dead  are 
apt  to  infpire. 

In  a  few  moments  fhe  exclaimed, 
cff  Look !  look !  my  dear  Melefinda !  am  I 
c<  miftaken  ?  or  may  we  not  perceive  a  little 
<c  dawn  of  colour  on  his  cheek?"— *Her 
benevolent  heart  beat  high  with  expecta- 
tion ;  and,  ieizing  my  hand,  {he  faid  aloud, 
with  the  commanding,  ecftatic  air  of  a  bene- 
ficent enchantrefs— -"  O  thou  gentle  pat 
€€  tor,  revive,  and  live  for  ever !  not  only 
t€  for  us,  but  for  every  future  Old  Maid  I* 
—She  feemed  to  fpeak  with  a  prophetic 
tranfport ;  and  at  the  fame  time  lqueezed 
my  hand  with  fuch  forcible  preffure,  that  I 
awaked  with  mingled  fenfations  of  pain  and 
exultation. 

I  looked  wiftfully  around,  and  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find,  inftead  of  a  kind  and  honeft 
old  maiden  on  each  fide  of  me,  St.  BafiT* 
Difcourfe  on  Virginity  at  my  left  hand, 
and  towards  die  right,  an  exhaufted  bottle 
of  port. 


la 
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In  the  firfr.  moments  that  I  could  clearly 
recollect  all  the  particulars  of  my  virion,  I 
threw  them  upon  paper,  and  refolded  to 
make  them  ferve  me  as  the  clofe  of  my 
elaborate  EfTay,  in  the  hope,  that  good  Old 
Maidens,  who  are  faid  to  delight  in  vifions, 
may  believe.like  the  honeft  folks  in  Homer, 
that  they  defcend  from  heaven. 

Whether  1  am  really  indebted  to  my 
good  angel,  or  not,  for  this  unexpected  con- 
clufion  of  my  work,  I  mall  now  leave  the 
candid  critics  of  either  fex  to  decide.— 
Frank  and  gentle  fpirits,  who  are  ■willing  to 
be  pleafed !  let  me  requeft  and  advife  you  to 
confider  this  chequered  production  with 
that  uniform  good-nature  and  fatisfaction, 
which  the  author  has  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote, and  fincerely  wilhes  you  to  preferve, 
not  only  through  thefe  pages,  but  in  turn- 
ing over  every  new  leaf  of  your  feparate  lives, 
whatever  you  may  chance  to  find  its  con- 
tents ! — Let  me  caution  you  againft  one 
poffible  error  in  your  judgment  of  this  per- 
formance !  Do  not,  I  entreat  you,  fuppofe 
6  that 
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that  thefe  little  volumes  were  written  with 
an  idle  ambition  of  trying  what  fuppofed 
wit  and  learning  could  produce  on  a  fubjeft 
not  very  promifing  1 —Do  not,  I  conj  urc  you, 
rank  my  Eflay  on  Old  Maids  with  the  fa- 
mous Meditation  on  a  Broomftick  !— I  flat- 
ter  myfelf  it  is  far  fuperior  to  that  celebrated 
production  in  the  merits  of  the  aim  pro* 
pofed,  though  not  in  thofc  of  execution. 
I  am  willing  to  hope  that  my  defign  will 
be  thought  to  poffefs  the  charm  of  origina- 
lity)  but  I  fcannot  prefume  to  think,  that  I 
am  entitled  to  any  fuch  commendation  for 
the  conduit  of  my  performance,  fince  I 
mult  candidly  confefs,  that  it  bears  a  very 
ftriking  refemblance  to  many  other  philo* 
ibphical  eflay?,  by  ending  in  a  Dream. 


IVD     OF     THE     ESSAY. 
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I  CANNOT  difpatch  this  courteous 
and  gallant  performance  to  the  prefs, 
without  recommending  it,  by  a  Poftfcript, 
tso  the  particular  patronage  of  that  illuftri- 
ous  fraternity,  the  Knights  of  the  Garter, 
with  the  original  purpofe  of  whofe  inftitu- 
tion  it  will  be  found  to  have  a  very  fingu*- 
lar  conformity. 

I  have  heard,  that  a  certain  noble  lord 
was  free  enough  to  declare,  on  receiving  his 
blue  riband,  that  he  fhould  not  be  much 
embarraffed  by  the  new  duties  which  it 
impofed  upon  him*  namely  thofe  of  kil- 
ling dragons  and  defending  virgins :  inti- 
mating, with  a  farcaftic  levity,  hardly  be- 
coming a  true  knight,  that  a  dragon  and 
a  virgin  were  equal  rarities  in  the  living 
world,     What  fuccefs  this  noble  perfon 

R2  may 
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may  have  met  with  in  his  knightly  pur- 
fuits  and  encounters,  I  know  not;  but  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  I  have  happily  per- 
formed the  very  exploits,  for  the  attempt 
of  which  this  ancient  and  noble  order  of 
knighthood  was  originally  created;  though 
I  fear  the  whole  fraternity  of  modern 
knights  have,  like  the  facetious  lord  I 
have  alluded  to,  rather  derided  than  ful- 
filled the  high  duties  of  their  profeffion. 
In  proof  of  my  own  atchievements,  I  muft 
overftep  my  natural  modefly  to  obfervt,  that 
in  my  chapter  on  the  envy  and  ill-nature 
of  Old  Maids,  I  have  fubdued,  or  at  lead 
manfully  attacked,  not  only  one,  but  many 
dragons;  for  I  doubt  not  but  that  incom- 
parable naturalift,  the  Count  de  BufFon,  will 
allow  me,  that  the  envious,  ill-natured  Old 
Maid  is  the  moft  genuine  dragon  that 
nature  has  produced :  that  I  have  defended 
virgins,  envy  herfelf  cannot  deny;  and,  by 
chufmg  to  undertake  the  defence  of  Old 
Maids,  I  have  defended  thofe  virgins  who 
are  undoubtedly  the  moft  likely  to  prefervc 
their 
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their  purity,  and  of  courfe  are  the  moft  en- 
titled to  prote&ion. — Having  thus  fairly 
proved  my  unexampled  pretentions  to  their 
regard,  I  recommend  it  as  a  point  of  honour, 
to  all  the  princes  and  peers  who  are  at  pre* 
fent  inrolled  under  the  banner  of  our  com- 
mon patron  St.  George,  to  make  me  a  little 
public  acknowledgment  for  the  unprece- 
dented lervices  which  I  have  rendered  to 
virginity,  in  their  place.  I  doubt  not  but 
every  true  Knight  will  chearfully  contribute 
the.  annual  fum  of  twenty  guineas,  on  fo 
juft  an  occafion,  and  think  it  a  very  mo- 
derate compenfation  for  hi*  own  particular 
fhare  in  thefe  more  than  Herculean  la- 
bours, which  I  have  happily  performed,  as  a 
kind  of  acting  lieutenant  to  the  whole 
brotherhood  of  Knights.  As  this  moft  noble 
Order  confifts  of  twenty-fix  members,  the 
contribution  1  have  propofed,  allowing  for 
vacancies  in  the  Order,  will  fupply  me  with 
an  annual  revenue  of  four  hundred  gui- 
neas ;  a  decent  provifion  for  an  honeft  ve- 
teran, worn  out  in  this  glorious  warfare ! 

R  3  a  well- 
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a  well-earned  (Upend,  to  which  1  have  af- 
fyredly  an  unrivalled  claim ;  and  for  which, 
I  mall  be  happy  to  fee  myfelf  regiftered  in 
the  Court-calendar,  with  the  new  and  truly 
honourable  title  of  Deputy  Dragon-queller, 
and  Deputy  Defender  of  Virgins,  to  all  the 
Knights  of  the  moft  noble  Order  of  the 
Garter ! 

I  am  the  more  free  to  give  this  hint  to 
the  illuftrious  fraternity,  becaufe,  as  my 
work,  I  truft,  may  be  truly  called  a  national 
fervice,  I  certainly  ought  to  receive  a  public 
reward;  and,  to  the  diicredit  of  our  coun- 
try, I  cannot  difcover,  in  ail  the  pages  of 
the  red  book  above-mentioned,  any  place 
already  exifting,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  a  proper  compenfation  for  my  important 
labours.  To  the  fliame  of  a  country  which 
prides  itfelf  on  achievements  in  literature, 
there  are  no  polls  of  decent  profit  appro- 
priated to  literary  heroes.  To  the  difgrace 
and  lorrow  of  the  Mufes*  our  poet  laureat 
himfelf  is  regiftered,  in  the /aid  red  book,  as 
receiving  a  Itipend  inferior  to  that  a 
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in  the  fame  volume  to  his  majefty's  barber. 
I  hope  this  may  be  an  error  of  the  prefi  j 
for  I  oWn  it  appears  to  me  a  kind  of  trea- 
fonable  farcafm  on  all  the  late  rhonafdis 
who  have  filled  the  Englifh  throne*  by  in- 
timating, that  he  who  decorates  the  outfide 
of  oar  fovereign's  head,  is  entitled  to  a 
Higher  reward,  than  he  is,  whofe  labours  are 
direfted  to  exalt  the  mind  and  enliven  thd 
fancy  of  his  king;  However  this  may  be, 
as  the  laureates  office  has  been  recently  con- 
ferred oh  a  gentleman  to  whom  literature  is 
infinitely  indebted*  I  finccrely  hope  his  ma- 
jefty  will  gracioufly  correft  the  unprincely 
fcantinefs  of  the  ftipend,  whioh  cuftom  has 
affigned  to  his  poet,  by  adding  a  mitre  to 
his  laurel* 

As  to  myfelf,  I  lhould,  like  .other  vete- 
rans, vcrjFhumbly  lay  my  long  fervices  and 
hard  fortunes  before  the  fovereign  of  the 
knightly  tfrdef,  whofe  duties  I  have  dip- 
charged/  and  implorohis  proteftion  of  tHis 
performance,  were*I  not  retrained  by  a  gfcs- 

R  4  ncrous 
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nerous  regard  to  the  fine  feelings  of  a  lite- 
rary prince. 

I  am  convinced,  indeed,  that  his  munifi- 
cent fpirit  would  be  moft  willing  to  pa- 
ttonife  an  author,  who  has  fo  heroically 
defended  the  moft  uprotefted  clafs  of  hi« 
faithful  and  fair  fubje&s;  but  I  recollect 
with  pain,  that  his  Majefty  (God  blefs 
him !)  found  himfelf  fo  exhaufted  by  other 
afts  of  bounty,  that  he  was  unable  to  in- 
creafe,  at  the  requeft  of  his  Chancellor,  the 
little  and  hardly  earned  ftipend  of  an  Uluf- 
trious  literary  penfioner,  who  wiihed  to  bt 
fupported  in  the  expence  of  trying,  if  a  fo- 
reign climate  would  retard  or  alleviate  thai 
ftroke  of  death,  which  was  foon  to  releaft 
him  from  all  the  miferies  of  mortal  de- 
pendance. 

When  I  think  what  a  king,  who  pro- 
fefles  a  regard  for  literature,  muft  have  fuf- 
fered  from  fuch  inability  to  iupply  thi 
tranfient  wants  of  a  dying  genius,  who  die 
honour  to  his  reign,  I  cannot  bear  the  ide; 
9  * 
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of  cxpoling  a  royal  patron  of  letters  even 
to  a  much  {mailer  degree  of  fimilar  con- 
cern, which  he  muft  certainly  feel,  if  the 
champion  of  Old  Maids  applied  to  him  for 
a  gratuity,  that  he  could  not  afford  to  be- 
tter*. Perhaps  I  am  too  delicate  in  this 
point;  perhaps,  regarding  the  glory,  as 
well  as  the  quiet  and  convenience,  of  my 
fovereign,  I  ought  to  conjure  him  to  coun- 
teract, in  the  eyes  of  pofterky,  by  all  pofli- 
ble  attention  to  men  of  letters,  his  refufal 
to  tncreafe  the  falary  of  an  aged,  diftem- 
pered  moralift;  fuch  a  refufal,  as,  if  it  were 
not  to  be  weighed,  in  the  balance  of  can- 
dour, with  many  oppofite  a£U  of  munifi- 
cence, would  be  fufficient  to  annihilate  all 
the  literary  fame  of  an  Auguftus.  But  as 
this,  though  it  is  honeft,  loyal,  and  friendly 
language,  might  be  mifinterpreted  by  fome 
courtly  yet  rough  critics,  I  fhall  not  at- 
tempt to  introduce  it  (where  it  might  ap- 
pear, perhaps,  an  amufing  novelty)  within 
the  precinfts  of  the  court.   * 

When  I  refied,  indeed,  on  the  refined 

i  characters. 
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gbara&ers,  capacities,  and  occupations  of 
our  peers  j  when  I  confide,  that  to  many 
afthefe  noble  perfons,  a  book  is  die  moft 
ufclefs  thing  in  the  world,  and  that  fome  of 
them,  who  generoufly  condcfcend  to  read  a 
modern  publication,  yet  prudently  avoid 
the  extravagance  of  buying  it;  when  I  re- 
coiled, that  a  certain  noble  lord,  who  has 
afiedted  the  chara&er  of  a  Mecsenas,  and  is 
enriched  by  a  finecure  of  fome  thoulands 
per  annum,  was  wife  enough  to  declare,  in 
a  bookfeller's  fliop,  that  he  could  not  afiMA 
to  purchafe  a  new  performance  (which  he 
confeffed  he  had  heard  commended)  on  be- 
ing informed  that  the  author  had  affixed 
to  it  the  enormous  price  of  feven  (hillings 
and  fix  pence;  when  I  reflect,  I  fay,  on 
thefe  points,  1  chearfully  retraft  my  pit- 
ceding  application  for  the  lucrative  pa- 
tronage of  the  Great,  being  convinced,  that 
moft  of  them  may  expend  the  annual  font 
of  twenty  guineas  much  more  to  their  own 
convenience  and  pleaflire,  than  by  contri^ 

bating 
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buting  to  the  fupport  of  any  author  what- 
ever. 

In  truth,  I  fhould  deem  it,  on  more  ma^ 
ture  refle&ion,  a  degradation  of  my  own 
dignity  to  accept  any  patronage,  except 
that  of  the  numerous,  intelligent,  and  pow- 
erful fifterhood,  to  whom  my  pen  hat 
been  dfliduoufly  and  affectionately  devoted* 
There  is,  undoubtedly,  fome,  propriety  in 
confidering  the  order  of  Old  Maids  a$  thee 
genuine  patrons  of  literature,  fince  curiofity, 
i£e  mythological  parent  of  all  knowledge, 
is  their  eftablifhed  chara&eriftic ;  and  fuch, 
indeed,  is  the  proficiency  which  fome  fair 
individuals  of  this  order  have  lately  made 
in  polite  learning,  that,  confidering  the. 
little  attention  paid  to  this  article  by  our 
men  of  bufinefs  and  our  men  of  pleafure, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  fociety  of 
Old  Maids  will  very  foon  be  found  the 
mod  learned  body  in  this  enlightened 
kingdom. 

As,  I  trull,  I  am  the  firft  author  who  has 
exprefsly  dedicated  his  life  and  labours  to 

this 
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this  worthy  fociety,  1  flatter  myfclf  they  will 
be  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  fo  vo- 
luntary and  unprecedented  an  attachment 
has  entitled  me  to  a  fignal  reward :  I  (hall 
therefore  fuggeft  to  them  an  idea  that  may 
conduce  to  our  mutual  honour;  I  fhall  mo- 
deftly  advife  them  to  ennoble  and  fupport 
their  profefTed  fervant,  as  the  good  people 
of  our  nation  formerly  fupported  theirprince, 
by  a  contribution  according  to  their  rc- 
Ipective  fortunes,  intitled  a  benevolence. 

I  recommend  it  to  all  the  genuine  Old 
Maids,  who  receive  pleafure  from  my  book 
(and,  I  truft,  this  defcription  will  include 
the  whole  fifterhood),  to  form  themfelves 
into  little  convocations  of  their  order,  in 
their  refpective  counties ;  that  each  convo- 
cation may  inftantly  appoint  a  prefident,  to 
prevent  confufion  in  their  debates,  and  a 
maiden  fecretary,  to  collect  and  veft  in  the 
hands  of  my  bookfeller  this  honourable 
little  tax,  which,  I  doubt. not,  they  will 
chcarfully  levy  on  themfelves,  in  proportion 
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to  their  finances,  and  to  the  amulement  af- 
forded them  by  this  performance.  As  I 
have  a  very  exalted  opinion  of  the  chaftity 
and  munificence  of  my  fair  countrywomen, 
I  am  perfuaded  that,  however  fmall  the 
quota  may  be  which  every  ancient  maiden 
may  contribute,  the  fum  total  of  this  bene- 
volence will  refleft  the  higheft  glory  both 
on  me  and  my  patrons.  To  fhew  that  I 
have  a  fpirit  able  to  keep  pace  with  their 
liberality,  I  think  it  proper  to  make  the 
following  declaration :— Expecting  the  fum 
to  be  very  great,  I  am  determined  not  to 
diminifh  the  capital,  but,  vetting  it  in  the 
bank  of  England,  to  content  myfelf  with 
the  intereft  till  my  death,  which,  as  I  have 
paired  my  grand  clima&eric,  can  hardly  be 
very  diftant  -,  I  fhall  then  bequeath  this 
noble  fum  as  a  patriotic  legacy,  in  truft, 
to  our  a&ivc  and  patient  young  minifter, 
who  will  find  it,  I  hope,  no  trifling  aflift- 
ance  to  his  arduous  and  important  projeft  of 
reducing  our  national  debt ;  ^nd,  without 

doubt, 
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doubt,  he  will  prove  a  very  warm  friend  n 
this  performance,  when  he  fees  me  conver 
ing  my  chafte  patronefles,  the  Old  Maids, 
into  pillars  of  our  (late. 

My  readers  will  now  perceive,  to  their 
great  furprife,  that  the  fuccefs  of  my  Effay 
on  Old  Maids  is  a  matter  of  high  moment 
to  the  intereft  of  our  country — a  point  that 
iry  modefty  would  not  allow  me  to  men- 
tion (as  authors  lefs  delicate  would  un- 
doubtedly have  done)  in  the  firft  pages  of 
my  firft  volume. 

Having  thus  chalked  out  a  glorious  line 
of  conduct  for  my  fair  patrons  and  myfelf, 
I  have  only  to  take  my  leave,  with  a  re- 
fpcdful  bow  to  the  fifterhood ;  and  this  I 
cannot  do  better  than  by  declaring  the  in- 
finite value  that  I  fet  upon  their  favour. 
Princes  themfelves  are  but  penfioners  of  the 
public,  and,  as  my  dignity  and  revenue  will 
arife  from  the  pureft  part  of  that  public,  I 
may  certainly,  by  the  mod  philofophical 
cftimate  of  human  honours,  rank  myfelf 
as 
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as  fuperior  to  princes,  if  I  acquire  am} 
fupport  the  hitherto  unknown  and  un- 
furpaflable  title  of  Gentleman  Penfioner 
to  the  immaculate  community  of  Old 
plaids, 


FINIS. 
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